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Foreword

KATHRYN L, MAacKAy

C.m;] Cornwall Madsen has gathered up or excerpred trom the signihcant
studies of woman suffrage in Utah, Some were written ontemporary to
the battles for the ballot. Most are from research during the last twenty-some
yvears. This collection thus demonstrares the richness of recent s h-':!ur\hl[‘
Such work draws from the research on women and their experiences and
expressions that has been a dynamic of the second-wave women’s movement
since it emerged from the civil nghes stcruggle of the 19608 and 1970s. These
writings also reflect the new Mormon scholarship thar was stimulated by che
ives and by fresh interest

in the lives of ordinary Mormons, a part of the national move to social and

newly opened Lacter-day Saint (LDS) Church

cultural, "bottoms-up” studies chat informed many scholarly disciplines after
World War 11

It 15 not surprising thar Dr. Madsen has raken up this task, Those two
dynamics shaped her own scholarly career. She joined many women in going
back to college in the 1970s after rearing her children. She worked fora time
at the then newly established Women's Resource Center at the | niversicy of
Utah; helped organize the Urah Woman's History Association, serving as its
president; and wrote a Ph.DD. dissertation on Emmeline B, Wells, ediror of
the Wiman's Exponent and one of the Mormon links to the national suffrage
movement 1n the nineteench century. As she underrook her universicy studies,
Dr. Madsen also began working for the LDS Church history de piartment under




Leonard J. Arrington and so contributed to a flurry of fresh, solidly researched

texts on LDS women's organizacions, Utah gender laws and politics, and lives

of elite and ordinary Mormon women
Ba

fifth anniversary of the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constituntion, which

for the Ballot arrives in the wake of two anniversanes. The seventy-

extended suffrage to women nationwide, was 1n 19g5. INineteen ninery-six
was the centennial of Utah's statehood and constitution, which included
woman suffrage. The lag berween these recently celebrated events raises anew
key questions: Why, if the ideology and the organizational energy for woman
suffrage came our of the East, did che actuality of woman suttrage emerge 1n
the West? And why Urah? Why woman suffrage among the Mormons? Why
cyv? Why this status of

this expansion of democracy in a hierarchical theo
inchividuare d .,;[!;‘:'1‘;%511[- IOF WOImen in a sOCery ks { 'I"i !'I].l:t't.'t lesiastical

privilege and polygyny?

Woman suffrage in the West began with discussions in Washington
Terntory in the 1850s. (Washangron extended sutfrage to women in 15883,
then revoked it in 1887.) Legislation passed by the Wyoming rerritonal
assembly 1n 1869 allowed women to vore and to run for and hold E\Hl‘ill
office, and Wyoming encered the union in 1890 with woman suffrage a par
of its constitution. Idaho became a stare in 1800, and a referendum passed in
1806 to amend woman suffrage to the state constitution. Colotado became a
state in 1876: a referendum on woman suffrage in 1877 failed, but a second in

1803 F""““"l Woman suffrage was passed by the Urah rerriconal legislature

in 1870 and again in 1896. Some fourteen years larer : four states had

been joined by seven others—all of them (ncluding Kansas, where womnan
suffrage first had been put to a direct vote in 1867) west of the Mississippi

Recent efforts to explain this phenomenon of woman suffrage in
the West began with Alan P Grimes in hus 1967 The Puritaw Ethic and
Woman Suffraee. His strained analysis « ncluded that the movement lor
woman suffrage in the West was part of that region’s "Puritan revival,
which sought ro purify American politics. Persons supporting sulirage
supposed women would “clean-up” politics as they also foughe for prohibition
of liquor consumption, immigration restrictions, and laws limiting child
labor. Grimes's analysis suffers because he did not adequately consider
that the “Puritan” tradition was one of race, class, and gender hicrarchy,
not democratic egalitarianism, and failed ro note, as Beverly Becton has
pointed out, thar the 86g—1870 woman suftrage measures F=.n-|||. without
accompanying “purifying” efforts

Beeton maintained in her 1970 dissertation Ii*l]b}'.:il'lul n 1986 as

Women Vore o the Weir: The Woman Suffrape Movement, 1809--1890) that




not onlyhad Grimes erred but ideologiczsl motives for woman suffrage
were lesssignificant than expedient ones—such as artracting sectlers and

investorsto the West, embarrassing polivcal opponents, and recruiting
castern sffragists’ support for statehood bids—and racist ones, such as
pitting wiite women against Hispanics and new immigrants. She also noted
in "How ne West was Won for Woman Suffrage” (her chapeer in One Woman,
Ome Vete, lediscovering the Woman Suffrage Movement, edited by Marjorie Spruall
Wheeler or the 1995 anniversary) that woman suffrage in the West may
have also erived from the process of forming new governments, which forced
persons tochink abour and debate issues of who should be allowed the vote
and henceto consider experimenting with expanded suffrage

Tha argument might be extended |“f- ni-H\l-i:-rlI:_L' the work ||[.[hf- W
Western kstorians, such as Richard White, who maintain chat the West is
distinguisied as a region by the depth and breadrh of federal government
involvemar—in land takings by Anglo-Americans, in economic develop-
ment of th area, in the very settlement parterns of natives and intruders alike
It may be hat, because che federal government had the power to set the terms
of territonl and state organization, experimentation with woman suffrage
in the Wer occurred o whatever degree arguments for experimentation per-

suaded thefederal law makers. Cerrainly there was no groundswel| ul'suppurl

tor womarsuffrage from Anglo settlers—women or men—in Wyoming or
Utah durig the 1860s. That support came from casterners whose motives
WUere as \_ut'l! as f.II{Ir i‘.:Lk",".ﬂHhi\

Fewscholars are willing ro explain woman suffrage in the West
through aTurnerian notion thar an indigenous strain of Wesrern democracy
engendere: 1t. Sandra L. Mvres's 1982 Warering Women and the Fromtier
Expersence, ' 8 1915 is sufhciently anchored in the theories of Frederick

Jackson Tiner ftor her to suggest that the concepr of innovation “both

common ad necessary to the fronter” mighe explain the “diffusion™ of
woman sufrage in the West. However, that suggestion has not been sustained
by the ner Western scholarship. Her observation, however, that "most
women's sffrage and feminist historians have almose entirely ignored the
West”™ remins surprisingly correct

Therare still very few studies of woman suffrage in the West at che state
level, For eample, no one has yet expanded into a book-lengch publication
the work bgun by Wyoming historian T. A. Larson on woman suffrage in
'ﬁ-'\nrnll’ly nd ldaho (Pacific Nerthwest f_;.’;r-..-l,.r,-". [April 1965] and Idaba'
Yewrerdarys !!‘IJ!:,' 1972]). That there 15 such a dearth of state studies makes
this collecton of writings focused on Utah all the more significant, And Utah

woman sufrage had such an INEriguing history.
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Woman suffrage in Utah pot enmeshe

in struggles over “reconstruce

ing” Mormon Utah by forcing its theocracy to conform with the republican
democracy of che rest of the United States. The struggle paralleled the more
intense post-Civil War effort to reconstruct the race/class hierarchy of the
f‘HnIlh into a more L'J.:-‘-Ilf-'.lfil;l[]. [\,:]'l 1§ ||1_|,|'ur_\. d('nlui racy. (Jlit'—%l’l:lmh .lk‘-uur '-l:I'IEr
was privileged to participate in making public policy and the extent or lim-

its of that participation were aspects of the discourse abour Utah and the

South ar the nactional level

It is an interesting irony that support for Mormon women s promotion
of suffrage came from the more radical National Woman Suffrage Association
(NWSA) headed by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony and not
from the American Woman Suffrage Association (AWSA) led by Lucy Stont
and others. The two groups were split over scrategy: the NWSA concencrated
on a national suffrage amendment; the AWSA was inclined to concentrate
on state-by-state enfranchisement. The groups were split over other issues
as well. Stanron and Anthony were willing to form alliances with all sorts
of people: third political party adherents, members of the National Labor
Union, the norarious Victoria Woodhull, and Mormon women who practiced
or supported plural marriage as a macter of religious faich, a practice which
the Supreme Court ¢ haracterized in 1877 as “offensive to the |'rll|1|1= morals,

In their seeming comm.tment to the ideals of "true womanhood,”
in their acceprance of a theologically sustained gender hierarchy, Mormon
women might be expected to find more compatibility with the philosophies
of the AWSA, whose leaders preferred to work within what Anne Firor
Scott and Andrew MacKay Scott called in Owe Half the People: The Fight for
Woman Suffrage (197%5) “the framework of gencility.” It is more problemaric
than thar. Like other Victorian women working in homosocial nerworks to
better their communities and women’s lives—work intensified by Mormon
commitments to do whatever it took to butld a literal "Zion™ in Urtah—many
Mormon women became politically and publicly active and closely connected
to national suffrage effores. It was the leaders of NWSA who invited the
.\1{1! mon woimen to i1|ir'l |L"|I‘.|tl' in Its CONYENLIONS, 1L Was '“-“i‘ [|"|\" Iﬂ't"i‘ rs
the Mormon women held an enduring affiliation. Whether suffrage work
alsa convinced some of these Mormon women to join Sranton and Anthony
in questioning gender hierarchy remains speculative. This book will enable

readers to joan 1n [ll(' ‘\['!t"I'Lill..]TIllll-
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Intvoluction

CAROL CORNWALL MADSEN

her the delegaces to the Utah conscicutional convention voted to
inlude woman suffrage in the new state constitution in 1895, their

momentots decision represented more than six years of intense grass-roots

’-“i‘f\\'.[:_L' w LUitah women. It also rebecred several centunes ol re
disconten:of women who felt excluded from the dynamics of public life
By the enl of the eighteenth century, cheir complaints acquired form and
context ashotions of natural law, human righrs, and individual libercy came
[0 infofm CASCOLLTSe

As Dest I'fl--t -.:-.;"i:;-.‘,j ideas FAINGd surncient ['-;Z:*.- al "”'r"_n::..‘ ro

toment reellion against monarchical power, women saw rherorical and
political prallels to their own social disfranchisement. Adopting the en-
lightenmeir vision of human righes, early feminists employed the rhetoric
of revolucin tor their own struggle for emancipation.* Treatises on women's
rights, sua as Mary Wollstonecraft's A Viedrcation of the Riphts of Women
IwL]J?h‘-ht'Li’ n | I'1.$'_!.1I||! in 1792, pre eded ||'IJ.1,|II|.fr'|E action, which Sl{l".,\'l}'
11:'\'1"]n]'u‘11 s wornen cautiously adapted to the new role of social activisc.!
The teps berween social cheory and social activism, however, wert
daunting o most women. When John Adams failed o act on his wife
Abigails sirring appeal to "Remember the Ladies™ in framing a constirurion
tor the newnation, women did nor “foment the rebellion” she had promised if

they were ecluded.® Soon thereafrer, another “revolutionary” woman, Judich




Bastle for the Baflos

Sargent Murray, also lamented the social disabilities of women, using the
press as her outlet. Bur she wrote under a pseudonym, and she too did not
go beyond the pen as her tool for social change.”

A few earnest women took a bolder step when they joined the lecture
carcuit. Not many women would have either desired or dared 1o speak in
public on any issue in antebellum America. Angelina and Sarah Grimké,
however, were among the few exceprions and used the public platform
in the abolitionisc cause,” They learned firsthand that the humanitarian
nature of this movement and their eloquence in speaking for it could not
oftser the overwhelmingly negative response to such “unwomanly” behavior.
Publicly defending cheir right as women to engage in public action, such as
abolitionism, brought them only more nidicule and denunciation, bur it also
kindled a spirit of activism in other socially conscious women.

Finally, in 1848, a group of women prompted less by theories of equality
than by their own experience with inequality, decided on a women's rights
meeting.” Hopeful of using collective action to remove the ic—g.ih political,
and social constraints on women, a namber of these activises, all experienced
abolitiomsts, temperance workers, or lobbyists, organized the first women's
rights convention. The place was Seneca Falls, New York; che cime, July 1848
The event broughr chree bundred men and women togecher for the two-day
meeting ol speeches and debate on woman's civil starus. The Declaration of
Independence provided rthe model for the convention's written demand for
social justice. The auchor of the “Declaration of Sentiments,” Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, listed women's wide-ranging grievances, noting the loss of legal
rights for women when they married, the restricted opportunities women
had for education, and the limired fields of employment available to them.
The Declaration decried their subordinacion in the churches as well as in
the state and denounced the double moral code that condemned women
tor "moral delinquencies” but rolerated the same infractions in men.® The
document was revolutionary in its complaints against society and in its
sweeping resolutions for change, especially a bid for what was then the most
radical of demands—rthe right wo vote. No doubr emboldened by the favorable
response of the New York assembly four months earlier to women's petitions
for control of the property they brought to marriage,” the planners of the
Seneca Falls convention understood that the common law, on which Amernican
jurisprudence rested, reinforced traditional views of women's dependency,
and until women gained an independent legal identicy, all other civil rights
would be largely ineffecrual. The movements for political and legal rights
thus paralleled each other, and by 1920 when the Nineteenth Amendment,



granting the vote to women, became law, all states had some form of a married
WOMAN's property act

Antebellum America saw a proliferation of women's rights convenitions
tollowing the Seneca Falls meeting. Since many of the earliest suffragises
were also Jl:trl]l’:urinlm IT Was not f"'-"F‘““:".h' |'i'|_|." 1!]:‘. W WoOmen s :..l;.h_rt||
disfranchisement as analogous to that of the slave and often employed
abolitionist rhetoric in their feminist discourse. They also established a quid
pro quo agreement with those male abolitonists who were sympachetic to
their cause, enjoying male support for women's righes in exchange for the
continuing presence of women in cthe abolitionist movement.'

I'he Civil War temporanly halred the movement for women's rights,

but ar its close leaders of the movement ru‘].u:T[d a jount efforr wicth their

abolitionist co-workers to secure civi rights for both former slaves and
women .\i.!]r .ih:l]JiH*[lt\{\, ]".Il'l‘u\'L"-'{'f_ chose to l!l"['r the |4r1'.*\_u_uﬂ o securre
the ballotr for women and focus on the civil rights of black men. A number
of women suffragists agreed ro this plan of action. This disassembling of a
ormerly strong coalitnion L'E. Sl.H.'_!.i-. AcCrLIvises -xi".-.\\'[n'l! W SCpsirate :d_,'I-I_‘.'.l_;t‘
associations.”™ One group, calling itselt the American Woman Suffrage
Association, founded by Lucy Stone, Henry Blackwell, Thomas Higgenson,
and Julin Ward Howe, had as its first president Henry Ward Beecher. It
declined to press Congress to include women in the proposed Fifteench
Amendment enfranchising black men, fearful chat the addition would
jeopardize its passage. The Association was characterized by its “single issue
philosophy, its focus on supporring state referenda on woman suffrage, its
courting of male supporr, and its exclusive position on membership. That
18, it eschewed association wich supportive bur “unsavory” individuals or
groups who advocated extreme social ideas, such as individuals like Victoria
Woodhull and her sister Tennessee Claflin, whose unorthodox life styles and
promotion of “free love” were anachema to the suffragists and mainstream
Americans

I'he other group of suffragists, calling itself che National Woman Suf-
frage Association, was organized by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B,
Anthony. This group continued to press for inclusion of women in the Fif-
teenth Amendment, hnding allies in Senator Samuel Pomeroy of Kansas, who
submitted a proposal to the Senate for an amendment enfranchising borh
blacks and women, and Represencative George W. Julian, who championed
a Sixteenth Amendment enfranchising women when the Fifteench Amend-
ment passed withour ine lLLd:ng them. Amending rhe constitution thereafter

became the focus of the National Association's drive for political parity. The
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National Association earned the reputation of being more radical than the
American because it welcomed anyone, including Mormon pelygamists who
supported woman suffrage, though disclaiming any endorsement of their
other social views or practices. It also broadened its scope ro include economic
and social reform, organizing female industrial workers, advocating greater
employment opportunities for women and improved healch practices, and
abolishing the so-called double standard of morality for men and women. '

For more than twenty years, the woman's rights movement was thus
divided. Rather than weakening the movement, however, as some historians
have maintained, recent studies argue that the division actually strengthened
it, broadening the base of constituents and rargeting both stare and national
legislative assemblies. Finally, ia 1890 the two associations pur their differ
ences aside and reunited under che banner of the National Amernican Woman
Suttrage Association, a union which enabled them, despite many setbacks, to
gradually swell cheir base of support sufficiently enough o convince Congress
and American voters to pass the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920."* Their
combined strength had become vital in combating a well-organized and
supported anti-suffrage movement. Suffragists, ac cording to historian Gerda
Lerner, "consistently underestimated its [the counter-movement’s} scope and
significance and did not engage with its basic paradox, thar ic was a movement
by women against women, ™"

While women argued for emancipation in the vocabulary of human
rights, they did not intend to submerge the prevailing concept of female
distinctiveness. Indeed, it was the absence of the female component in the
existing social order, they claimed, thar handicapped society from functioning
at 1ts full porential. They argued for equality from the premise that just laws
should be guarantors of the inal enable nghts of @/l citizens, but also that such
rights carried concomitant social responsibilities, an obligation with which
they were already familiar. For half a century or more, women had been serving
their communities chrough benevolent, religious, and reform societies.
Broader legal and political nights, they reasoned, could only facilitate

their social usefulness.'” Moreover, female moral authoricy, expressed in che

moral caretaking adopred by women's reform organizations throughout the
nincteenth century, gave these women social power before they had access
ro political channels, and social activists maximized chis distinctive mode of
civic participation as much as they could; chey also ree +'|gnizm! 15 limatations
Access to formal sources of power would necessarily change the narure of how
women relared to society bur not the perspective or the values they would

bring to it

For some women, the woman's movement implied less a battle for social
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power and more a struggle for broader experience and usefulness. For them,
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton and many of her co-workers in the National were
cercainly among the number, the movement was philosophically driven more
by the belief in the dignity and value of the individual and che right of each
to reach his or her highest porential than by ambition for social or political
starus.'” With a common origin and a commen destiny, they argued, women
and men should have the same opportunity for maximum development and
use of their faculeies. An carly American feminist, Margaret Fuller, voiced
this theory of emancipation. "What woman needs,” she explained in 1845,
18 not as @ woman to act or rule, bur as a nature to grow, as an intellect to
l.ll“ Crn, as a \Hi'.J O LIvE -’:’:".'|‘_._ .iIid L.ifllﬂ!['c'-.!: d to llTIlu'Ll! such POWETS 45 WeTe
given her when we left our common home These women believed thatr a
woman 5§ movement was necessary to break thrnugh the social barriers that
had so long precluded their reaching the destiny designed for them. Merely
staking a claim in the existing social order was ancillary ro rhis fundamental
ideal. They envisioned a soc iery in which men and women worked as partners
in developing their individual ralents and abilities and using these gifts o
benetir society. When the encrgy of the movement centered on the vore,
especially in s hinal years before success, this vision of a social transformarion
tended to diminish in the single-minded drive for political equality though
suffragists continued to claim che personal and social value of women's
enfranchisement

It the power of the ballor in women’s hands was unable to live up
to 1ts clums, 15 symbolic value was indispurable and promised a direct
relationship berween women and the srate. Besides the psychological power it
conferred, the sense of being recognized as distinct and equal members of the
body politic, enfranchisement gave women an individuality as independent
Citizens, conveying an ldentiry distinct from that of daughrer, wife, or
mother As voty rs, they \.I:Fﬂ'I!'H—JS-[EJIL'!i their consent to be ng ;u'L‘t['r‘.;‘-d, a
comerstone of republicanism, and had a voice in selec ting those who would
govern them as well as a connection to the formarion of those laws under
which they lived. Moreover, the vote represented the culmination of many
other civil rights women had championed since, by the time the Nineteenth
Amendment passed, several of the educational, legal, and professional goals
of the woman's movement had been achieved in some measure.’

While national suffragists took different paths 10 win the vote for
women, battling against entrenched legal and political systems in the
long-established states, two western territories surprised the nation by
enfranchising their women.”? In December [.‘\'f"u__], \.'('"','nr1]||1||_-_'-'\ territorial

assembly voted to permit 1ts one thousand voring-age women not Uﬂl_\ o
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vote but to hold office. Utah followed in February 1870; its legislative
assembly gave its far more numerous women the right to vote, with the
distinction of voting before Wyoming women in a municipal election held
two days after their enfranchisement. The disparate female population in the
two territories made Utah, with 17,179 newly enfranchised citizens, the first
major locus of woman suffrage in the Unired States. Such an event baffled
the nation, Nothing seemed more anomalous than enfranchised Mormon
women, popularly imaged as the "dupes” and “slaves” of tyrannical leaders.

But there were more than its large number of women voters and the
cuniosity factor that made the issue of woman \ui'!'{ag(: in Urah |1:‘vnmi
While claims to the nighrs of citzenship and promises of women's uniqgue
civic coneribution permeated the self-congratulatory stance of Urah residents,
other social elements affected the meaning of "woman’s rights” in Utah
Though woman suffrage was always a complex social issue, picting tradition
and notions of propriety and scability of the social order against concepts of
individual freedom and democrucy, giving the ballot to Ucah women involved
even more complicated questions,

Historians have long theorized the reasons why the West in general
and Utah in particular extended the vote to women so far in advance of the
eastern states, which had cradled the quese for equal rights since 1848 (see
the foreword). It is clear from even the limited number of currently extant
studies of individual western stares and territories that no single explanation
applies equally to each area or wholly explains Urah. Ara rime when religious
denominations were among the most avid anti-suffragises, the anomaly of
a conservative religious communiry, as Utah was in 1870, advancing the
cause of woman suffrage is the more intriguing. Mormon women, however,
had from earliest times, enjoyed the religious franchise and had voted on
civic marrers as well for a l|r1{'I'|K‘ru:d before Utah became a rerritory. Thus,
extending the vote to the political arena was not as inexplicable as it might
have seemed. Urah experienced other unique circumstances as well, all of
which played a parr in moving ies all-Mormon rerritorial legislarure to grant
the vote to women in 1870, Certainly the national discussion of female
suffrage and the proposals made in Congress and the press to "experiment”
with woman suffrage in the territories did not escape notice in Utah. The
urging by Urah's delegare to Congress, William Hooper, to consider suffrage
asan antidote to the disparagement of Mormon women and a means of gaining
them at least some measure of favor with the highly visible and vocal eastern
suffragists also found sympathetic listeners.

Perhaps more pressing were internal developments signalled by the
completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869, which presaged a



{Jh’f '-\'l'l.fu ri

growing non-Mormon population in Utah, and the emergence of the New
Mavenene, initiated by a schismatic group of Mormons who embraced the
egalitatan tenets of spiritualism and promoted open economic policies in
oppaositon to the closed economic system increasingly advanced by Mormeon
Church leader Brigham Young. Some contemporary observers argued char
losing ome of Mormonism’s brighrest and most successful businessmen and
professonals may have prompred Brigham Young to serengehen che Church’s
interna control of che territory against furcher oppositional factions

Fnally, when Wyoming rerritory granted the vote to women, leading
out in:his radical departure from traditional politics, Utah seemed less
anomabus in doing so two months later. Moreover, about the same time,
afrer seeral earlier atternpts, an anti-polygamy bill finally passed the House
of Reprsentatives. Passage of thas highly punitive bill, introduced by Illinois

Represacative Shelby M. Cullom, may have spurred Church leaders to oIy

to win upport against the bill in the Senate by granting Utah women the
vore, hvefully offsecting claims of cheir subjugation. That Mormon women
would se the ballor to outlaw polygamy, as many Easterners [u,-[rn'_i_ was
never a erious consideration in Urah. Later bills targeted the repeal of woman
sutfrageas part of their measures to abolish polygamy

Al INMericace I“Jllrl[ ill I'll.'|[|||;|t‘ l"ll‘]l'r‘J\_"['{l '\\-'llL'll WOITan ,'\ll’ll'.'l.lj{l‘ t)(‘f‘ﬂ.lT'Il_‘
inextricbly linked to polygamy and statehood .t The issue focused on the
questior of the preeminence of church or the state and the extent o which
citizenswere required or willing to consent to being governed by the law of
the lancif it conflicted with the i'ii_h'}'u'.' law™ of religious commitment.

Feleral attempts to outlaw polygamy had begun in 1862 wich che
Morrill Act prohibiring bigamy but providing no effective enforcement
measurs.”” The Cullom Bill of 1869—70 was designed to remedy chis
deficieny. Before any anti-polygamy bills were made law, however, it was
deemediecessary to tese the constitutionality of plural marriage in the Unired
States Sipreme Court. The court ruled in 187¢ thar while religious beliefs may
be proteted by the First Amendment, the unconventional religious pracrice
of pluralmarriage did not warrant that protection. Several more enforcement
measure, based on the provisions of the Cullom Bill were proposed before
Congres passed the Edmunds Act in 1882 which prosecuted polygamists and
withdrer most of their civil righes, including the franchise. An even more
punitorymeasure, the 1887 Edmunds-Tucker Act, confiscated the financial
holding:of the Church exceeding $50,000 and revoked the voting rights of
all Utahwomen, among other debilitating measures,*

Ne only did the issue of polygamy polarize Utah and the federal

governmenrt; it was one of the principal divisive issues among -u,;f{r,ls,;j,{,»,,
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both local and national. In 1872, only two vears after receiving che vote,
a number of non-Mormon and lapsed-Mormon suffragises in Urah shifred
their focus from defending suffrage ro abolishing polygamy. Fearful that
1 tah V\-h—lilnl [u_._ra:'nc- a state with [\Ill\Lj,l!H\ INTACT, :!14_—3 T.C-I'\'I:I'.-'[h :5["|;n-y_.'_
the fourth attempe ar statehood during that year and joined the publi
voices calling for the repeal of woman suffrage 1in Utah in order to weaken
the political prop for polygamy.*” But national suffragists were unwilling
to relinquish this imporrant suffrage stcronghold and accempted to sepurate
the 1ssues of polygamy and suffrage in proposed congressional legislation. ™
Capitalizing on rthis narional support, Mormon Church leaders sent two
women to Washingron in 1879 on a ewolold mission: one, to carry a memorial
to President and Mrs. Hayes to use their influence to procect the religious
rights of the Mormon people and two, to make personal centact with
narional suffrage leaders * Emmeline B. Wells, editor of the LDS women's
publication, the Weman't Exponent, and Zina Young Williams, a daughrer of
Brigham Young, were the choice of LDS leaders to represent Mormon women
in Washington.

I'hey were not successtul in winning the support of the President and
Mrs. Hayes, especially afrer the Supreme Court ruling on cthe Reynolds Case,
issued just weeks before. The Supreme Courr decision opened the way for
passage of the Edmunds and Edmunds-Tucker Acts which in turn led to
1 President Wilford Woodruff,
advising church members to abide by the law of the land In 1887,

the 18oo Manifesto, issued by LDS Chur

just three months :

]

the Edmunds-Tucker Act was passed, Utah made
a sixth artempe at sratehood. Included in its proposed constitunion was a
clause rr\l\'!-\‘:ﬂ'l:l_' ﬂ:r the --llji]-!rl'- Stparation of « hurch and srare and th
!'ll'ahl.l'lliilll of pq)'i}gamn. 1 Whale this concession did not mowe € ONEress 1o
accepet Urah's bid for srarehood nor e ssen the etfect n,'-t‘. the Edmunds-Tucker
Act, it encouraged women to begin to lay the groundwork for reclaiming
the vote. Though many anci-polygamists were still hesitant to jump on the
suffrage bandwagon, even after the Manifesto was issued three years later,’
the local movement enjoyed the support of several prominent non-Mormon
Utah women. They were themselves leaders or wives of prominent men
in the non-Mormon community and more sanguine abour an-amiable and
productive coexistence with Mormons in the new state.’® The Territorial
Woman ."HJ-H-E;I'LJE.-Jl.sssi..l.nu.m of Urah was ofh 1ally organized m_].um.tr\ 188y
with Margarer N. Caine, wife of Utah’s delegare o Congress, as president
Ower the next six years the organization used local newspapers, including
the Mormon Weman's Exponent. the lecture platform, women's organizational

networks, and grass-roots lobbying to win support for suffrage. Their success



brouglt Urah into the union in 1896 as the third state granting women
politicl equaliry

{.’_!_'1 -f'-ltl-‘lr-!' -"rht'f -'i!'d'l--":' Tions !’n.—l.i.'l‘.l. [0 wWOoImen s :':'._'i'.'h _!_\(:51‘_!:_-\
the eary franchise for women. Urmah women, and especially Latter-day Saint
womer, had access to legal rights and judicial remedy unavailuble to many
Amerian women in the nineteench century, Suspicious of a legal system chat
had deiiecd Mormons due process and equal justice, Mormon legislators es-
tablishe a judiciary thar gave broad powers to local probate courts often
adminitered by Mormon bishops and other ecclesiastical leaders, ™ This sys-
tem albwed Mormons to avoid the federally appointed, and often hoscile,
districrcourt judges and ro bring their suits before more sy mpathetic adju-
dicaror. Morcover, the Mormon legislative assembly nullibed the common
law (whch made bigamy a crime) and empowered the courts to set their own
;'rs'nt'uh s in judging the cases ¢ oming betore them This measure, in ef-
fect, renoved the heavy legal restraints on married women and permicred
them miny of the same righes as single women. In addition, an 1852 statute
actuallyeliminated the need for lawyers, providing for the righe of any re
sponsibe person to represent himself or berself.*® Thus, Utah artempted o
free itsef from the constraimntes of che common law (but only until 1874 when
it was ectermined to be in force after a series of Supreme Court decisions)
and esseitially opened its courts to women in the role of advocate. !

Dwvorce, another woman's issue, was easily accessible to all women in
Utah through both the Mormon ecclesiastical courts and che civil courrs,
both of which were governed by a liberal divorce policy.®™ No plural
wife (wiose marriage was extra-legal) wishing a divorce was denied one
through the ecclesiastical court system, and first—or legal —wives could
hnd simlar remedy in che "-fr.'-i‘-.n’r or distnct courts. Only when Uah
becamea “divorce mull” for Eastern lawyers following completion of che
transcominental railroad in 186¢ did che legislutive assembly reluctantly
tighten the requirements for divorce in 1878.% Plural wives, however,
retainedeasy access to ecclesiastical divorce through Church courts

Poperty laws also underwent modification to fit the peculiar circum-
stances n Urah. The common law denied married women control of che
propertythey brought to marriage or cheir earnings, bur the need for plu-
ral wive:to supplement family income or to maintain cheir own households
and to hve an equal claim on their deceased husband’s estate contributed
to the reection of the common law in Urah. In 1872, Utah passed a Mar-
ried Perons Property Act, formally giving married women property nghrs
which tly had informally enjoyed before.

May unusual historical strands created the unique story of woman
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suffrage in Utah. The essays in this volume are attempes to examine each
of those strands and explain the:r place in fushioning the complex historical

pattern created in Utah by woman's quest for political equality

The story of woman suffrage in Utah, as told in the following pages,
unfolds in two parts. The first begins in 1870 when the Utah legislative
assermnbly extended che franchise to women only to see it rescinded seventeen
years later by the anti-polygamy Edmunds-Tucker Act. The second parr
begins rwo years afrer that when Urah women organized to regain their
voting rights upon statehood 1n 1896

All accounts of woman suffrage in the United States must begin wich
the six-volume history written by Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
Matilda Joslyn Gage, and lda Husted Harper.'' As principal players in the
suffrage movement in the Unired States, Anthony and Stanton demonstrated
their hustorical consciousness with the decision o create a writren red ord of
the long, intensive, emotion-laden struggle for political equality. Ehizabeth
Stanton first concetved the idea of a history following the 1848 Sencca Falls
meeting and worked at it sporadically through the nexr decade. In 1855 Susan
B. Anthony followed her facher's suggestion to collect newspaper articles and
documents relacing to the movement, all of which proved to be invaluable
when the serious writing actually began** Lucretia Motr, co-planner of the
Seneca Falls convention, |"['|"\I'-1{|'Ir|'| urged such a project No consistent
effort was made, however, un:il afrer the 1876 centennial celebration of
American independence which underscored the value of such a history. That

vear Elizabech Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Martilda Joslyn Gage, editor

of the National C itizen and Ballat Box and close associate of Stanron's, formed
a parenership “for the purpose of preparing and edicing a history of the
woman suffrage movement.” Stanton and Gage agreed to prepare and write
the history while Anthony was to secure a publisher.*

Work actually began tour years larer at Elizabeth Stanton’s home in

,, New Jersey. Afrer six months of work the first volume, covering
events to 1860, was completed. It was published in May 1881, Subsequent

volumes followed on a regular basis, Anchony bought out the parenership

interests of Gage and Stanton and enlisted the assistance of Ida Husted
Harper, an Indiana journalist, who completed the history afrer the dearch of
Anthony in 1906

The two extraces from The History of Woman _‘L:sr"f'r_z‘:;e included in this
volume are reports from Urah written by two ardent Urah suffragists,
Emmeline B. Wells and Susa Young Gares. The hirse, !‘J} Wells, appears 1n

volume four of the History and presents the story of woman suffrage in Urah



trom the hrst granting of ‘.ll]":'.nié':(- to Utah women in 1870 to the end of
the century, four years after statehood. It is a positive, well-organized, and
complimentary account of a very complex and eventful period, It makes only
a veiled reference to the Mormon-Gentile conflice that dominared those years
or to the many local and federal efforts ro disfranchise Mormon women. It
also avoids discussion of the polygamy/suffrage link. It nonetheless presents
an informartive account of the work of the Terricorial Suffrage Associarion
and a vseful overview of the original grant of the ballot to Utah women, its
loss, and the successful effort to regain i, Ir also includes important voting
statiscics for the year 19

The second e xcerpt from the Hiery is from volume six, written by
susa Young Gates. A second generation Urah suffragist, Gates carnies the
account through to passage of the National Amendment in 1920 giving
suftrage to all American women. Some inaccuracies appear as she summarizes

th!.' CArier [‘1.::”«.} F|1--l]'.'|". shi presents a th -.'uu_;.;l: overview of [h{_— I“.{",F]\.lg‘i

following Utah statehood. Heraccounr gives credit to the many women, boch
Mormon and non-Mormon, who organized the Ueah Council of Women, an
orgamization to promote woman suffrage throughout the nation, and who
entercd Urah politics after gaining the vote and the righr to hold office
These two reports provide an instructive summary of the fifty-year period
berween Utah women's firse enfranchisement in 1870 and passage of the

( DASCITULona a'l\IIIL“'!HIl'I"II' 1N 1920

While Eastern women had been agitating for broader legal and polirical
rights for more than twenty years, Utah women became recipients of the
elective franchise in 1870 with no FLJi!\il-. demonstrations or petitioning. But
they were not all politically naive nor unaccustomed to some form of civic
service, argues Lola Van Wagenen, in “In their Own Behalf: the Politicization
of Mormon Women and the 1870 Franchise.”# Mormon women, who
dominared che female population in Utah, had a history of public activiy,
beginning with the organization of the Female Relief Society of Nauvoo,
llhinois in 1842, a benevolent and moral reform society, and continuing
through the public works assigned to the organization by Church President
Brigham Young in Utah in 1867-08. The franchise, Van Wagenen argues,
therefore did not appear as radical a change in the lives of early Mormon
women is generally \Lli‘F‘\!‘-{'l! Moreover, she pOInes out, a group of pu]:l.’]-. 4”'_.
astute women in Salt Lake City in January 1870 actually resolved to demand
the vore of the governor as part of their response to the proposed Cullom
Bill, the most punirive to thar point of anti-polygamy measures designed to
entorce the anti 51!}:.&:11\ clause of the 1862 Morrill Act. Though the demand

was not actually carried through, the women staged a rally at which they
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defended their religious rights and effecrively demonserared char they were
articulate, intelligent arbiters of their own life choices.

W hat undoubredly seemed to the women as a well-deserved response to
their show of spiric, the Mormaon legislative assembly passed a bill providing
for woman \u!'lr_lg{- which was reluctancly signed 't:-:. the acting governor,
non-Mormon Stephen Mann., Van Wagenen con ludes chat it was not an
unusual demonstration of egalitarianism that prompred legislative action bt
racher the realization of the usefalness of enfranchised women in maintaining
Mormon practices and policies againse threatening federal legislanion

Among the elite female ecadership in Salt Lake Cicy none was more
prominent than Ehiza R. Snow, enjoying a position and F‘rl'\h.';’:' in the
community held by no other LDS woman. One of the women who had

attended the January 1870 meeting and one of two women selected in that

meeting to go o Washington ro plead for religious rigT!TS (a trip wha h
did not marerialize), Eliza R. Snow proposed and helped deliver a letter of
APPreciation to acting governos Mann for signing the woman Hlﬂ‘:l.l;’_l bill.*
She also suggested that women who traveled through the terntory on Relief
Society business might ceach “woman's rights” if they wished *® But Eliza R
Snow viewed the woman question differently from che outspoken woman's
rights advocates among her Mormon sisters, Jill Mulvay Derr points out
in “Eliza R. Snow and the Woman Question."*" While she was in favor of
wWOoman \-L|||r.|||_:{' and saw s vi lue to .\'[urlulm women .'lﬂl:.a th:' { ]llln |1.. l|1L‘
elective franchise came ro Mormon women, she believed, only when “"God
put it in the minds of the brethren to give us thar righe. ™ She was adamantly
opposed to “strong minded women agitanng for their nghts which could
only lead to a “war berween the sexes,” for her an untenable thought
fm;lu ration with Church leaders, submission to T':he_::ﬂli': .luTiHsl’:I}', and

i :n:r|::|'|]1,1r1-; ¢ with Church Primng |1-|t"~ and doctrines were Ehr her the surer route

to equality than public demonstrations for rights and privileges. Ironically,
she was herself a prime example of a public spirited woman, enjoying unusual
authority and F;]L‘Llit'.llill_i_' the entry of Mormon women nto ['rl.lhlla ACTIVILY
by organizing a variety of economie, social, and humanitarian programs
Few projects initiated by Mormon women during her lifetime were launched
without her sanction, Derr notes. A woman's paper, a program of home
induseries, a call for medical doctors, a hospital, a woman’s commission
store, and the organization of a « hildren’s and young women s assoCiation all
gave women opportunity for community service that helped “build Zion
while broadening women’s experience and honing their administrative and
organizational skills. Eliza R, Snow was instrumental in the implementing

of all of these enterprises



Desite the degree of autonomy and independence such public activicy
gave worren, Snow maintained her belief chat women could not gain equal-
ity withor submission to Mormon docerine and pracrices. She consistently
preached he role of women as he Ipmeets ta Church leadership. Empower-
ment, shensisted, came through \[:-lrll'l_l.li channels, not secular, and was chus
not subjec to the secular indices of equalicy. She was herself a model of a
strong, inependent, and resourceful woman while fashioning her life and ac-
tions in hamony with her ecclesiastical superiors. Derr equares women's role,
as perceivd by Eliza R. Snow, with char of o wl stewards who r1:.|p|1|t'}' their
responsibiities and receive commendation from their masters. Suffrage could
thus be sea as giving women a wider field for civic involvement primarily to
support th objectives of “kingdom building " which, during Snow's lifetime,
encompased the political and economic as well as religrous life of Mormons

In abrief overview of the relationship between Mormon women ac-
tivists anc che LDS Church in the latter part of the nineteentch Century,
Maureen Irsenbach Beecher, Carol Cornwall Madsen, and Jull Mulvay Derr
I|,ui' show Char I:|1t~w l.t.ih women who iiwn..: Oourt on the WOMman gquesaon
argued the both justice and the need for women's social contribution sup-
ported rhesxpansion of rights for women. As the authors point our in “The
Larter-daysuines and Women's Righes, 1870-1920: A Brief Survey, "™ ad-
vovates of voman sutfrage believed thar justice demanded women have a
voice in th laws that govern them and char the good of society demanded
women's prucipation. The authors also indicare thar not all of the nghts
urged by sme activists 1o the mineteenth century, particularly “voluntary
motherhod, ™" found support among Mormons. Bur the expansion of educa
tional, ecoomic, legal, and political righrs and opportunities was generally

well receivd by boch Latter-day Saint men and women and specifically

ported by nost Church leaders. The guiding hand of “propricty” was che
key thar gverned women’s choices, the authors note. They also caution
thar whar semed .|[1pl'rr|‘|ri.l[‘i_' Oor mnappropriace for women in cthe ninerteenth
century my not be so in the rwentieth, and chus general conclusions or
premises fo current argument cannot always be drawn from the experiences
of the past

At th time of starchood, the aurhors nore, woman suffrage was nor
universally.ccepted in Utah though it had been operative for seventeen years.
It was a diisive issue among some LDS leaders, a division which became
manifest in he constirutional convennion in 1895 where the merits of woman
suftrage in ltah were debared by three prominent Mormon leaders, Brigham
H. RoberrsOrson F Whitney, and Franklin S. Richards, all Democracs. The

t'lld(li’ﬁl‘l“{'l’ of Church leaders and the scventeen-year expernence of women
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with the ballot, however, helped convince many Mormons to support woman
sutfrage in the new state constitution

The clause on woman sufirage in the constitution, the authors explain,
clearly shows the progressive philosophy of the convention delegates, most
of whom were LDS: “The righe of the citizens of the State of Urah to vore and

hold office shall not be denied or abndged on account of sex. Both male and

fernale citizens of chis stare shal! enjoy equally all civil, policical, and religious
rights and privileges " This statement closely resembles che proposed equal
rights amendment of the 1970s, which, ironically, Utah soundly rejected.®!

One of the first historians to explore the .mum.d_‘r of woman suttrage in
polygamous Utah is Thomas G. Alexander in “An Experiment in Progressive
Legislation: The Granting of Woman Suffrage in Utah in 1870."% Noting
the implementation of economic principles that privileged cooperation over
compertition, social policies that favored immigration and the utilization of

womens NLIH‘\ in i.'l:llji‘('!.lfl‘u!‘ .][I‘.l reform movements, ..l:]l.k [_lHI.Ill.Il h!L'.IH'-

thar rationalized PELL’.I.] marriage as a corrective [0 contemporary mora evils
Alexander describes Mormon society as a natural marrix for the radical idea
of woman suftrage. He points out thar some of the earliest public statements
favoring woman suffrage were |1||.hl|-;h:-x! in the Utab Magazine, written
by editors E. L. T, Harrison and Edward Tullidge, who seon thereafrer
associated themselves with the Mormon schismatic group known as the New
Mtr\- ement Their COMMENTs were 14’!”1!\!'1'»,1 |L} l'qu_a“\' tn,"'hLJ'H.hl'\lH articles

in the Deeret News and Ogden [ uncrion by LDS apostles George Q. Cannon and

Franklin D). Richards. Shortly thereafter, the terricorial legislarure considered
the measure, and Alexander follows che legislative process of the bill, noting
the discussion, amendments, and final approval by the legislarive assembly
along with acting governor 5. A. Mann's reluctant signing of the bill. When
this progressive action on the part of the Urah legislative assembly did not
provide the results anti ipated by anti-polygamises, cheir enthusiasm for
woman suffrage in Utah waned, Alexander found, and even provoked an
anti-Utah woman suffrage movement.

Alexander deflates the Genrtile view of the cime char the Mormon
hierarchy granted women the vote to shore up irts political hold in rhe
territory, explaining that Mormon numerical domination was never ar risk
Rarther, he concludes, the egalitarian views t-xpr!u:-.rd l‘:}.' Church leaders
should be taken at face value, suggesting that “Mormons were willing to
move in where others feared 10 tread.’

However, in "Woman Suffrage in Terriconal Uah,”™ Beverly Beeton
asserts that giving che vote to Utah women in 1870 was not an egalitarian

impulse of Mormeon leaders but a tactical decision in furthering the goals
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of the Mormon hierarchy, more externally chan internally influenced. It ef-
tectively dispelled the stereotype of the subjugared Mormon woman and
connected enfranchised Mormon women with the national suffrage move-
ment, she argues. National suffragises, Beeton points out, were unwilling to
lose a suffrage enclave and thus served the interests of the Mormon leaders
by countering legislation that advocated the repeal of woman suffrage as a
punitive measure against polygamy. Beeton also argues chat Mormon lead-
ers hoped to win lobbying support from the suffragises for Utah statehood.
Its association with Mormon polygamy, she concludes, damaged the image
of the National Woman Suffrage Association and hindered the effores of suf-
fragists ro gain support for their cause. The woman's movement, in focusing
on sulirage as a panacea or women, [th:{nﬂ .!l\tr claims, lost an r-|'T‘(JlTL1D|H
ro make greater social changes in American society

Because of the linkage berween woman suffrage and polygamy and the
connection berween LDS and narional suffragists, many historical accounts
have ignored independent Urah suffragises and ant i-polygamists. While Utah
society has historically been bifurcated as Mormon and non-Mormon, a less
noted group of nineteenth century dissident Mormon women was actively
engaged in the anti-polygamy and nacional suffrage movemenr. Some of
these disaffecred Mormons teamed with non-Mormon women to form an

anti-polygamy association in 1878 and worked arduously against woman
suffrage in Utah.** Though some of them were supportive of enfranchising
women elsewhere, the vore in the hands of LDS women, they claimed, simply
entrenched Mormon political power and perperuated the practice of plural
marriage. Moreover, continued rerrirorial status, they argued, protected non-
Mormons from total Mormon domination, and they fought against every
attemprt ar statehood. When statehood was imminent, iive years after LDS
President Wilford Woodruff issued his mamfesto banning plural marniage,
they were still suspicious of the political power of enfranchised Mormon
Wimen .IiI:1 [UIIIl'il the Campaign to present he CUestIon of woman qu[T{uHQ
to the voters separately from the proposed constitution.’®

Eaclier 1in 1860 anocther dissident faction of Mormons had drawn
away a number of discontented Mormons from the faichful fold, The New
Movement, as noted earlier, adopred many of the tenets of spiricualism
and advocared its philosophy of freedom from any form of authoritacive
constraint, particularly rebelling againse Brigham Young's economic and
j‘ﬂ]lill al III\1I|.II 1Ly “'IL\_-‘c’ L'K-.'“nrflicrli}, itjsu Lrln\h n as the (iln”‘d'l(r}. I'-Tr,rm
one of their founders, William Godbe, though numbering only rwo or
three hundred during their decade of prominence, nonetheless added anocher

dimension to the polarization of Urah society and played a signihcant role
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in the woman suffrage story in Utah for a brief period during the 1870s
Women of the New Movement organized a Ladies Improvement Society,
headed by Fanny Stenhouse, a virulent opponent of plural marriage. Strongly
supportive of giving the ballot to women, disclaiming any religious mandarte
tor plural marriage, and eventually renounc ing it alrogether (requiring many
of its leaders to separate from their plural wives), the New Movement
provided national suffragises with a more “respectable” Ueah connection than
Mormons,*® Overestimating the impact of the movement, national suffragiscs
believed it to be the beginning of reform in Utah, thereby easing cheir
embrace of suffragism in the ternitory.” The Ladies Improvement Society was
instrumental in sending three of the four wives of William Godbe, Annie,
Mary, and Charlotre, to represent Utah at the meetings of the National
Woman Suffrage Association. These women were among the frst Urah
women to make contact with national suffrage leaders, the first o serve in
various positions in the national association, and the first Utah women o
contribute letters and essays to narional woman suffrage publications.®

Charlotte Ives Cobb Godbe Kirby, Godbe's fourth wife, was the most
constant of the three women in her campaign for woman suffrage. In her
article, “A Feminist Among the Mormons: Charlotte Ives Cobb Godbe
Kirby," Beverly Beeton has rescued her from anonymity and given her a
voice through rwo letters in which Charlotte explains her suffrage activity to
Church President Wilford Woodruff.™'

A stepdaugheer of Brigham Young, Charlotte Cobb married William
8. Godbe only months before his excommunicarion from the LDS Church
in 1869. Despite her husband’s disaffection, Charlotre rerained membership
in the Church and soon separated from Godbe, as did his other plural wives
when the New Movement rejected polygamy, finally divercing him ten years
after their marnage. Though Charloree frequently defended Mormonism
amang her Eastern friends and worked tirelessly for woman suffrage, Mormon
women did not accept her as their official representative in national suffrage
circles, a stance no doubt influenced by her original association with the New
Movement and parcicularly because of her later criticism of plural marriage
She came up against an equally zealous and ambitious suffragist in Emmeline
B. Wells, who had the advancage of editing a newspaper and enjoying the
support of LDS leaders. Charlotte’s letters to LDS Church President Wilford
Woodruff reveal not only the efforts she expended in behalf of woman suffrage
in Utah but the personality of a determined, confident, and competitive
worker in the cause.

While Beverly Beetons survey of woman suffrage in Urah looks

at many of the conflicting interests thar surrounded this volatile issue
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during the 18708 and 188a0s, Joan Smyth Iversen, in “The J\.Innm:n-.':-uj'j_r;.gt
Relationship: Personal and Political Quandaries,”™ examines in more detail
the alliance of Mormon and national suffragists and the impact of polygamy
on the national movement along with the personal relationships thar evolved
from that alliance. The ideological and methodological differences berween
the two national suffrage associations, she explains, intensified with the
encrance of Mormon women into the movement and their athliacion with
Anthony and Stanton’s National Woman Sufrage Association. Because of the
liberality of the National in befriending all supporters of woman suffrage,*
the American Association distanced itself from the Navional and particularly
trom Mormon suffragists. A further problem for the National Association,
Iversen points our, njt'\'t']!‘["{'t! trom the rise of the social purity movement with
its strong anti-polygamy bias. The popularity of this reform crusade among
women's groups delayed their joining che saffrage bandwagon and further
1solated cthe National Association from mainstream American women
Merger of the rwo nacional suffrage associations brought many social
purists into the new organization, creating obstacles for continued Mormon
affiliation. Iversen is less convinced of the negative impact of the Mormon
connection on the movement or its leaders, however, than Beeron., While An-
thony and other members of the Narional curtailed their involvement wich

Mormon women during the decade of congressional anti-polygamy legisla-

tion and continually disclaimed any sympathy roward plural marriage, they
continued to protest the repe al of woman surirage as part ol that h-;;i-séa{:{an,
Iversen argues. They also successfully endorsed Mormon membership in the
National and Internacional Councils of Women, indicating nor only respect
for Mormon represencacion but regard for cheir personal relationships with
Mormon women

Iversen also explores marriage as a woman's nghes issue, noting Stanton
and Anthony's opposition ro traditional forms of marriage. They argued that
it robbed women of their legal identity and curtailed their sense of auconomy
and self-identicy. Both scorned plural marriage, although Stanton noted that
polygamy might acrually be less constraining to women than monogamy. ™
They were especially conscious of married women's legal disabilities under
the common law, Iversen notes. Both women had lobbied carnestly for New
York's first Married Women's Propercy Acr, passed in 1848, and moved from
that campaign into the woman's rights movement

Iversen asserts that the tnumph of Victorian domesticity, evident in
the abandonment of Mormon polygamy, the popularity of the social purity
movement, and the merger of the two suffrage associations, defused che earlier

militancy of Mormon suffragists in defending their marriage practices. The
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challenge ro traditional domestic values thar the Mormon-suffrage alliance
had represented dissipated in the success of the anti-polygamy movement
and the more conservative starce of the suffrage movement reflecred in the
union of the rwo national associations, Iversen concludes.

When the woman's rights movement in the Unired States was in
augurated in 1848, it became apparent very early thar its dependence on
conventions and lecture tours for growth and the dissemination of its ideas
was inadequace, The press became essential to its success. Since the main-
stream press either castigated or ignored cthe movement, women initiated
their own publications. The Lily (18B49—56), originally a temperance paper,
was one of the first woman's papers to address the issues raised ar the Seneca
Falls Convention. It was followed by the Una ( 1853—55), a short lived but
influential publication. The Civil War suspended concentrated focus on the
movement, but when the suffrage alliance split after the war, the Narional
Association was firse to establish a publication, the Rerolution (1868—70). It
did not enjoy wide support because of its “radical” stance on women's issues,
and it soon folded for want of funding. Close behind was the berrer funded,
much more moderate, and lorger lived Boston Woman's Jowrnal, established
in 1870 and published by the American Woman Suffrage Association under
the editorship of Lucy Stone and her daughrer Alice Stone Blackwell, Though
these two are the best known of the woman suffrage newspapers, more than
thircy-three were published berween 1870 and 1890. These publications as-
sisted the national movemen: by augmenting the audience, by creating a
network of women wirth similar goals and values, and by identifying and
creating the movement's leaders

Almost at the same time, enterprising women in the West published
their own suffrage newspapers and enjoyed the same benefits. Sherilyn
Cox Bennion explores the role of two of these publications operating in
Oregon and Utah in “The New Nortbuest and Woman's Exponent: Early Voices
for Suffrage.”™ In irs inicial 1ssue, The New Northuest (1871-87), founded
and edited by Abigail Scott Duniway, mother of the suffrage movement
in Oregon, identified suffrage as its raison d'etre but carried other news,
poetry, and fiction of interest to its female readers. The Woman't Exponent
(1872-1914), founded a year later but lasting cwency-seven years longer,
R'rlll.'”l.l“_\' l{]‘_‘-".‘;alm{'d any I-"p\iJ:\'f.'IIH.'[!: mn \Hlltt'{'l\'t'r‘),".'hj wWOmen s 1550es,
including suffrage (Urah women were already enfranchised). However, its
editors (Louisa Greene Richards, 1872-77 and Emmeline B. Wells, 1877
1914) bowed to the cimes and their own inclinations and soon made woman's
rl_l.:ht\ a \[.I$1IL' ﬁf [hl'_' {‘.I.I‘l I “'r”l]l‘L'_ ('(jl[llrl.li\ ‘l['lﬁ_l [EPF‘[T‘I!]“H Artic i{'H lr“[l!
other suffrage papers. The Woman's Exponent also carried other news items,
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poety and fiction, and especially information relacing to the LDS Church

whici it served as an unofficial organ of the woman's Relief So ety

Bennion notes that the two papers were engined mainly by the dogged
detemination of their editors who struggled with few subscribers and
insuficient staff help. Boch edirors generared much of the copy and depended

primrily on family help in the production of their papers. Alchough the

papes were vehicles for their editors’ political and feminist views, they were
also wiclers for cheir literary alents: borh editors concributed much of che
poerr a id herion for cheir pnh] ICanons.

While Duniway sold her paper after a run of just sixteen years and saw
it soll again two years later, Emmeline B. Wells held on to her paper for
thirceseven years, despite its declining subscriprions, unul it had outlived
its usiuness. Both women have the distincrion, Benmon points our, of being
among the earliest westerners to advocare the nght of women o vote through
the nedum of their newspapers

While Congress wrestled with the polygamy issue in Urah, anti-
polymmy sentiment arose on many sides. Tomes from the nation’s pulpits,
ecitoaali from its presses, utillating novels from its publishers, resolutions
from 1s vomen's associations, and cartoons from its popularartists all indicate
the many frones on which this unpopular practice was artacked. Cartoons
were warticularly effeccive in expressing public sentiment, When polygamy
WS (o ll!! led with woman ‘_.LJIITF.I_'.:E'. .lllil'h\,'f tavorice rarget ol cartoonisrs, a
single pirture could lampoon both subjects with the same brush strokes. In
their wtcle, "Woman Suffrage, Popular Arc, and Utah,” Gary L. and Carol
B. Bunker analyze attitudes toward woman saffrage in Urtah as LIL-JH.-.'I:':L! mn
the pipular mode of caricature. The prevailing theme throughout mose of
the nnewench century by popular newspapess and magazines, the auchors

show, wa defamation of Mormonism generally, denision of Mormon women

particilaly, and ridicule of woman suffragists.’

\s rarly as 1869, a year before Urah women received the vore, a derisive
carcom specularing on how woman suffrage would enhance the voting power
of Brezlum Young because of his numerous wives appeared in a popular
magazane™ It was an early pictorial comment on the prevailing stereotype of
Mormonvomen, the authors note, as "gullible, docile, hoodwinked disciples”
of Momenism and Mormon men. However, when woman suffrage in Utah
becane Inked with anti-polygamy legislation, curtoonists switched their
characerzanion of LDS women to depict irate, militant women determined to
hold on ts their political nghts. After Urah obtained starehood, with woman
suffrage i1 1ts constitution, cartoonists found other targets for their humorous

barbs. Bu when the final surge toward universal suffrage began and public
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opinion shifred, they joined the journalistic bandwagon and used their pens to
support the escalaring march ro victory, The aucthors found chat the “scornand
censure” common to the cartoons ridiculing Utah women's enfranchisement
in 1870 gave way o “esteem and commendation” in the final stage of the
national suffrage movement leading to the Nineteenth Amendment in 192

Popular arcists hailed Urah anc the other suffrage states as vanguards in che

movement and applauded their courage in overcoming prejudice.

When borh Mormonism and woman suffrage were viewed as threats to

l!rt'\r'.llilllj: social norms, cartoonists refleceed ]1|rl1||-' Opimon In a humeorous,
entertaining, though often biting way, the authors explain. By the same
token, they point our, when attitudes softened toward chese two social
challenges, cartcons changed as well. The Bunkers not only show the
1I'I'|[‘HFT.HH role of i‘q':puj.it art 1n de picting 1uui\||i:,1r opinion, burt also [‘rnm-i-.
a thorough summary of some of the primary issues incident to the polygamy,
sutfrage, starchood political triad

When the anti-polygamy Edmunds-Tucker Act of 1887 wichdrew the
nghe ol Utah women to vote, suffragists set about almost immediacely
to organize a local movement to regain it, First organizing a terricorial
association, suffragists chen created satellite associations in the various
counties throughout Utah verritory. Historians have generally focused on
this grass-roots movement on the territorial level (see Tharcher, White,
and Madsen in this volume), but Lisa Bryner Bohman has examined the
records of two county associations and their methods of supparting the
movemacne in A }:."(".Jl l‘r:"\!llu CIVE The \\‘-.—n.m Sk :‘g"':'_’:' ASson ianons of
Beaver and Farmingron, Urah Bohman found thar besides providing
hnang |.I| HASISTance o tl!'u' terrtorial leade (s, thi COUNCY assoCiations i11|\|‘ru-.|,
politicians, educated the populace in the value of woman suffrage, and
persuaded skeptics.

Bohman's selection of Beaver in Southern Utah and Farmingron in
.'\--:.l:rh! m | !'_i.h Ffi'l\i\.it'.\ a lfr‘l't}‘.ll'.l.['.\'t view ol r|':1'-1|. WO associations Hr'l’
51 usi'_. notes the varying social crors in ea b ommunity thar aftected che type
,mt| exrent of mcmbur\hip and the associations’ ImMpact on theire (Mmunires
Bohman shows that despire a different population makeup in each commu-
nity, the LDS Church was influential in both locations in terms of leadership
and membership in the suffrage associations. She also points out thar the
local suffrage organizations arcracted the "elite” of their communities: teach
ers, LIS auxiliary workers, and wives of prominent religious, political, and
ECONOImI |['.l~]l‘!’:’-. “'lll.' wire themselves often SUpporters ol the mu wement

Bohman t'l]ﬂ’._'iLil.tr_'\ that Urah women's ¢ :\| T Ience 1N COUNTY assoC1lanons

and in the movemenr irself prepared them for their reencry into politics and
preg 3



increasd cheir awareness of contemporary women's issues and che nacional
SUlirag movement

The success of the Territorial ."ii.T-.'-.'.l_'.!.' Association was evident when
the costitunonal convention delegares mer 1in Salr Lake Ciry 1in March
1895 o draft a constitution for the impending state of Uwah. With che
Manifeto of LDS Church President Wilford Woodruff in 1890 pledging the
Churcls compliance with the law and promising no turcher plural macriages,
'\T.Il('l!L.Hl tor 1 L||'1 Wis ri*.u!.'-\ M1 [FAC l-; Irl'\.\..ln1 I'I'.'.ll'.:. (.HI‘..'__'[’I'\‘- [l,t:._\::d, 1']\.:-
Enablirg Act in 1894 providing for a constitutional convention the following
year, ard territorial party conventions were held ro elect delegares. Both
partiesgreed to include woman suffrage as a plank in their placforms.

i, Utah's woman suffragises felt confident that

Ch the eve of statehoox

their haed work would bear fruit. Bur, as Jean Bickmore White explains in

her semnal article, “Woman's Place Is in the Constitution: The Struggle for
Equal Fights in Utah, 1895, there were surprises ahead, and supporters of
wimansutirage were lll\E: | [0 eXert one more major efort to secure t'!'lc-'.r'
[".'ll"i-' a goal. White delineates the condinions leading up o the convenoion,
the facnrs that pue the issue of equal suffrage at risk, and the debare thar
consumrd a |||-.|'I'Ir|'lll't:nr|.il’| Admaount -I|.Ii|( convention’s allorred cime. Three

prominnt Mormon Church leaders, all Democrars, lent their persuasive
aratory 0 the debate on woman ‘,ul'fll';lb'r: Brigham H. Roberts, opposed to
EIVing voImen the vote in :__-u'i:-r.-.l_ .|I'_|_"_|{'tf that its presence in the constitution
might ropardize Congressional approval. His abjection was logical and

convineng. Orson F Whitney and Franklin D. Richards argued just as

|‘='r\II.1.~.H'l\ tor including women as voung citizens of the pru'|~u-.u| stace

Invokin; democratic 1deals of justice and equality, they made an emotional
appeal br recognition of the value of womea in the political process. The
arpumets of Whirney and ichards, with some he Ip- trom fe How 'E:'!'.'.;,:d‘.'l,'\.

carried he day, and the Articles on Elections, which included woman
sutfrage passed the convention on A pril 8, 18g5. Because woman f.mli'r';”,_rf_-
had beer pare of the political system in Utah for seventeen years and was
nat assodaced with radical crusaders, convention delegares felt comforeable
in givin; it serious consideration, White argues. Suffragists had developed a
persuasie educational program, she explains, and had convinced a majority
of délegzes prior to the convention to support their cause. Wherever suffrage
was won Whirte's article makes clear, success came only because hardwaorking,
~:|:'|Elt.i[r' WOHMET WeTe .|I[“if: o ehicit ';"ir_ ‘_:.J[."-i""” ol 8y :I'-{,‘.I!i".r'.'i male E‘-t'i:l."~L7\

in whorm rested the power to share this political righe
Arthe close of the consttutional convention, women celebrated cheir

victory a the Rocky Mountain Regional Convention of the National Amer-
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ican Woman Suffrage Association held in Sale Lake City. Susan B. Anchony
and the Reverend Anna Howard Shaw both attended, and the meertings were
packed with enthusiastic celebmnts. It was a hrting conclusion to a six-year
campaign

Soon after the convention. the question was raised as to whether or not
women would be permirtted to vote ar the election the following November
at which the constitution would be ratified and the new starte officers
elected. While the question was being decided by the Territorial Supreme
Court, the two political parties turned cheir attention toward winning
women's loyalty. While the majority of LDS women followed their husbands
or their own inclimations into the Democratic Party, others preferred che
political philosophy of the Republican Party, despite its heavy non-Mormon
membership in Utah. Carol Cornwall Madsen explores the ramifications of
this political split, of the political focus on women during the summer of

1895, and the introduction of LIS women into party politics 1n "Schism in

the Sisterhood: Mormon Women and Partisan Politics, 189019

With religion no longer a compulsory factor in Fﬂll[ll..‘-. the heady
period following the constirur:onal convention prompred a spirited contest
berween the two political parties to determine which one most valued
WOITIEN 1 a1cs f"rl”kg_ I‘6:":“['“['“ Wt e I"Jl'{ [{'ll ii{'[['}{.lt{',‘i 8] L'ULIJ-I(}" illli[ TL'I'TH[]I'IL![
conventions as well as vice presidents and temporary chairpersons for the
meetings .‘H.-m;- WEre ¢ven ni ;m:n.m,-d tor h“'l-. ¢ unt r| thq;— r_[-|:]'|_'|.1| ||'!.1] .";L]P[L'nu'-
Courr ruled against their eligibility in late summer. The press made great fun
of the scramble for female voters and kept a close tab on women's activities
in their respective parties, The novelty of the situation made good copy
Madsen identifies the period as singular in Utah women's political history and
found thar after that initial Aurry of ateention, the tradicional erganizational
mode reasserted itself. Women no longer held special attention of party
leaders. Thus most polincally minded women channeled their energies into
Republican and Democratic women'’s clubs. Urah women, like their narional
counterparts after passage of the Nineteenth Amendment more than twenty
years later, discovered char their enfranchisement and office-holding right did
not necessarily translate into the political infuence they had expected nor did
it draw women into the traditional channels of political power. Separatism,
or the process of work ing through cheir own female Organizations, which had
worked so well in gaining the vote, Madsen found, still seemed a surer and
more familiar route to political influence for most women

Behind the leaders whose names and faces commanded the spotlight
were the workers, whose efforts brought che vision of the mare visible activists

to fruition., Ruth May Fox was a zealous supporrer of woman suffrage. Her
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single-minded devotion to the cause during the constitutional convention
and the months immediately preceding and following it showed the inrense
cftort many women made 1o become a viral part of the new Fwnl[{“_‘_ﬂ SCENe 1IN
Utah. Linda Tharcher allows Rurh May Fox to bring her experiences to light
through her own words by editing a portion of her diary relating to che fight
for woman suffrage and che political drama that preceded the ratification
elecrion.” Ruth May Fox, like many of the women in this volume, found
public work of this kind a satisfying antidote to the domestic rourine.

Fox came under the political tutelage of Emmeline B. Wells, a major
suffrage leader. She joined two writing clubs, the Reapers and the Utah
Woman's Press Club, organized by Wells, and attended classes ar the

Universicy of Urtah in writing and grammar. She worked strenuously to ensure

the passage of woman *_-‘.JT.f.r'il'._'r by the constitutional convention and then
tollowed Wells into the Republican Party, an unpopular move since most
LDS women favored the Democrats. Fox craversed the territory scumping for
the Republican candidates, assisting to organize Republican women's clubs,
and gamering female interest in party politics. It was a brief but significant
toray into politics which interested her less than suffrage. The next year

Ruth Fox gave birth to her last child, whom she named Emmeline Blanche

after her friend and mentor, and then directed her F’““h.'"-“”"‘ talents and
energies into LDS Church service, evenrually becoming general president of
the Young Women's Murual Improvement Association. This brief insight
INto on: woman's perspecive on a unique period of Utah women's history
illuminates the factors that often led o such a whirl of public activity for
some women, the methods and philosophy they generated in their advocacy
of their causes, and the social power th-_L' fel: from their female neoworks

The final selection, a second article by Jean Bickmore White, closes the
century and the volume. When the Utah Supreme Court ruled in August
1895 that women were not eligible to vore at the ratihcation election che
tollowing November nor to run for office, it was necessary for the Republicans,
whose convention had been held prior to che ruling, to remove the names of
three women from their slate of candidares. The absence of women candidares,
however, was quickly remedied the following year when a number of women
used their newly won political right to run for office, Dr, White has caprured
this ininal experience for Utah women in her article, "Gentle Persuaders:
Utah's hirst Women Legislators.”™ Three women won state offices in the
electionof 1896, and several others garnered county posts

White focuses on the two female legislators, Eurithe K. LaBarthe,
4 tour-yar resident of Salt Lake City, and Sarah E. Anderson, a native

Urahn from Ogden, who became members of the House, and on Martha




Hughes Cannon, the first female state senator in the Unired States. All were
Democrars. All served only one term. Sarah Anderson died a year after her
term expired. Eurithe LaBarthe moved to Denver following her term and died
anves, White

points our, did nor necessarily d --lllilg_‘.u-«'r] themselves during cheir legislative

during a visit to Salr Lake City in 1910, These two represen

service, but Martha Hughes Cannon became noteworthy for her legislation
and her independent thinking in the Senate, As an Eastern-trained doctor,
Martha Cannon was already a public figure in Urah, Married to Sale Lake
LDS Stake President, Angus Cannon, she was joined to a prominent Utah
family. Running for office on an open slate of ten candidates vying for five
senare positions from the Third District, Martha found herself, one of hve
Democrats, running against her husband, one of five Republicans. All of the

Democrats won, and Martha Hughes Cannon was u]}nc;_}:_ ently fearured in

Ripley's Befreve it or Not because of the unique circumstances surrounding her
election. Cannon made substantive conrributions during her term of office,
Ong@INAtIng a stare baard of |_\|1||||: healeh, for which she served as 108 hrst
chair. She also initiared a bill to provide protecrive measures for the healch
of female workers and another IlI.llIli.iTIIL.L' { -arni|‘n|\s-.'f. education for deaf and
blind children. She submitted additional bills in the second half of her term,
all related to E\L]hln_' sanitation and health, The birth of her chird child soon
after the expiration of her first term precluded her running for a second
According to White, Utah's first temale legislators did not immedhately
change the social lands« ape ol Urah. Though Marcha Iith_:!H."- Cannon

introduced sienificant new socal legislanion, it was implemented gradually,

Argues, woimen did

only as it generated public support. By and large, White
no better or worse than men as public servants. Their effecovencss, moreover,
depended in large measure on the "courtesy” of their male colleagues, Whiri
concludes, Their lack of aggressiveness pr wed to be their best asset

By the time the century turned, Urah had become a state with a unmique
political history. Its long effort toward statehood, the controntations of the
LDS Church with the federal governmenr, the antagonism berween Utah's
Maormon and Gentile residents, and particularly its checkered history with
woman suffrage contribute te a tale of conflict, compromise, capitulation,
and finally cooperation. The enfranchisement of women brought neither che
dramaric social improvements nor the direful consequences 1ts advocates and
detracrors E“FE_'I&IL_I'!__'LI[ Nor ‘1;;5 maany women follow this new avenue into
]_1';:E1|'.~ SETVICE OF ]_'_‘l:“.':lf:‘\"ﬂurl.l'. work

As suffragists continually noted, custom, habits, and attitudes long
embedded in rthe social psyche, proved to be the largest impediment to

change. Women, especially, seemed reluctant to define themselves in political




terms or v take on civic responsibilities for which they had little experience

Or IJ.I]:![T\H:\"II:r I'hose 1n the vanguard of socml movements us |;|l-, had

1o settle br less chan they had 'Eh-[wl':_ and larer generations have no
been geneous to their failures. Bur changirg artitudes proved to be more
difficule van changing laws, and society did not quickly capitulate to the
possibilitis thar legal and political rights offered women

Wonan suffrage was always a divisive issue because it was never free
trom a hor of artendant social considerations. The national movement lost
the suppor of male abolitionists over the Fifteenth Amendment. Even in

Ueah, witl the ple dred supporrt of both parties, woman sutfrage was almost

derailed ir the constiturional convention, nor only by a lengthy debare on
the mencsof the question, bur by a proposal to submit it separately from

the Constiuton for voter ip roval I.'-'i‘.: the outset, enfranchasir £ wWomen

proved o e a more complex issue than its su yporters may have annicipared,
espe l.ﬂi:l.' 1 Utah where it was so entwined wich |-|-|\:;,|r1l', and srtarehood
Bur voman '-'-If-f-r.i'..:t' was most particularly and poignantly divisive
among women. Women were among the strongest anti-suffragises in the
|ll-'l_-.2 strug e, and there was .khh.-.}\ division among suffragises themselves,
tor whomtheir mutual goal could not always bridge philosophical and
mechodoloacal differences. Their lllh:'lHl”['{'lll:ll[‘. bitterly divided national
sutfragises or more than two decades before they were able to combine their
I'IHNIIIL{I.I..IU.‘-"H reies and calents into a \il!j_'i;- weional movement. The issue
'li .Ll'i:\ -11\ fed the women n Utah ."\]‘.J;';H slalTrag st |"-'|il1'-"||l'l. B. X ]
deeply regrered this divisiveness. “We never thought that woman could rise
up against roman, she wrote in 1878 when her Gentile neighbors organized
to defeat plygamy and supporr the repeal of woman suffrage in Urah. “It

will be dian ] cur dhamond, rest .in'.;!‘:'.| H rwords rang with .‘r_gr!- as

women stregled over the ".."ri‘. o dehine themselves and their ‘.:':.itii!!i_\[,;;'
to each othr, to men, and to the world in which they lived

Prefigiring the bactle for an equal rights amendmenr in the 1970s,
the strugglifor woman suffrage raised questions among women that are still
reverberatie. Long-held assumprions rtlJ{I[I‘a: to women s role in the !ldﬁ'llif.
and in socicy were at stake, and they did not easily vield even to the soul-
stirring ples tor jusrice and equality. Another century and another woman's
rights movment have not yet resolved che dilemmas left by the firsc. But
gaining thevote, if nothing else, gave women an enduring symbol of the

persistent atermination of a few to win a constitutional ru_.-]n for all




Lintil the middle of the nincteenth century, women had few polmical or legal
:
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Jenoun L1I the soct wouality of men and women in The Sufipation of Wamea
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Womeam's Movemenr rn America, 18481860 ( i: Cornell 1 ress,
it} 21 4

S5¢ DuBais on the differences between the rwi o
IDBois, 1

A account of |'||I_ formation of the WO ASSOCIALIONS 1% In | :'|||J|-,,|!'\_ [ Q=202
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The History of Woman Suffrage in Utah

I870-TIQ00

EmMmiLiNE B. WELLS

’ I Yo write the history of woman suffrage in Urah one must curn backward
to 1870, when the Legislature of the Territory passed a bill conferring

the franchis upon women, to whic h acting-Governor 5. A, Mann afhixed

his signarure February 12, From rhar time women vored ac all clections,
while some of them rook a pracrical interest in public matters and acred
as delegares to political conventions and members of Territorial and county
commirtees

Ihe biest ittempt 1O ( lect a woman to any imporeant olnce

1of 1878, when Mrs

i Sale Lake City ar the county con
B. Wells was nomunared for treasurer. She received che vore of the entire
delegacion, but the statute including the word “male” was held ro debar
women from holding political offices. A bill was presented to the next
Legislarure wich petitions numerously signed asking that this word be erased
from the statutes, which was passed. Gov. George W. Emory, however, refused

o sign 1t and f|lllLr_J.'|h other Legislatures |-.|“-l.-| similar bills by unanimous

vote, none ever received his signature or char of any su i_l't'lhl!ll._{ EOVErMOL.

First published as “Utah,” chaprer 66 in Susan B. Anthony and Ida Husted Harper

¢, vol. 4 (Rochester: Susan B. Anthony, 1902)




In June, 1871, Mrs. Elizabech Cady Stanton and Miss Susan B. Anthony,
the president and vice-president-at-large of the National Woman Suffrage
Association, -;l:nl";".td at Salt Lake City on their way to the Pacific Coast and
met many of the promind nt men and women

II] 1872 '.i'l.t 'Lr.-,sr‘.-;r,'. E xpomeni was established, ,1['|L'i il is l!'}]F%]w.ﬂ.[l'r{ ]
estimate the advantage this lictle paper gave to the women of cthis far western
Territory, From irs first issue it was the champion of the suffrage cause, and by
exchanging with women's papers of the United States and England it brought
news of women in all parts of the world to those of Utah. They also were
thoroughly organized in the National Woman's Relief Society, a charitable
and philanthropic body which stood for reform and progress in all directions
Through such an organization it was always compararively easy to promote
any specific object or work. The Hon. George Q. Cannon, Utah’s delegate in
the "7¢'s, coming from a Territory where women had che ballor, interested
himself in che sulfrage question betore Congress He thus became a -|.l!-HH'I"\1
with the prominent leaders of the movement, who went to Washington every
winter and who manifested much interest in the women afar off in possession
of the righrs which they themse ves had been so long and zealously advocating
without apparent results, Among these were Mrs. Stanton, Miss Anthony,
Mes. Isabella Beecher Hooker end others of national repuration

Women were appointed as representatives from Utah by the National
Suffrage Association, and the correspondence between ies officers and Mrs
Wells. who had been made a member of their Advisory Commuttee and vice-
president for the Territory, as well as the fact that che women of Urah were
S0 pProgressive on the _\Ijﬂ'r.llL:l' question and had senr l.ir}_‘r petitions .I.\L‘:H_LL
for the passage of a Sixteenth Amendment to the Federal Constitution to
enfranchise all women, resulted in an invitation for her to attend its annual
convention at Washingron, in January, 1879. Mrs. W ells was accompanied by
Mrs. Zina Young Williams and they were cordially welcomed by Mrs. Stanton
and Miss Anthony. This was a valuable experience tor these women, as, even
though they had the right of suffrage, chere was much to learn from the great
leaders who had been laboring in the cause of woman's enfranchisement for
more than thirty years, They were invited to address the convention, and
selected with others to go before Congressional commitrees and the President
of the United States, as well as to present important matters to the Lady of
the White House. The kindness which they received from Mrs. Hayes and
other noted women always will remain a pleasant memeory of chat first visit
to the national capirrjl On their return home they took up the subject of the
ballot more energetically in its general sense than ever before through public

speaking and writing

¥
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Emmeline B, Wells, Canrii f Archrver, Hritorical




Baile for the Ballor

During the seventeen vears, from 1870 to 1887, thac the women of
Utah enjoyed the privilege of the ballot several attemprs were made to
xl:'pflu f.|'|."l:|1 ..;*' it. II} 1H= 4 Case Came }\t tore the :'.H._]_P[t_'ﬂ'}[' Co irt of the
Territory on a mandamus requiring the assessor and registrar to erase the
names of Emmeline B. Wells, Maria M. Blythe and Cornelia Paddock from the
registration list, also che names of all other women before a certain spe 1hied
date, but the court decided in favor of the defendants.

In the spring of 1882 a convention was held ro prepare a constirurion
and urge Congress to admit Umh as a State. Three women were elected
Ms. Sarah M. Kimball, Mrs. Elizabeth Howard and Mrs. Wells—and took
part in framing this constiturion, and their work was as sarisfacrory as thar
of the male members. Although rthis was a new departure, it caused no
friction wharever and was good political discipline for the women, especially
in parhiamentary law and usage

I'his year another case was brought, before the Third Districe Court,
to rest the validity of the stature conferring the elective franchise upon the
women of the Terorory. A registrar of Salc Lake Cicy refused to place the
names of women upon the list of voters, and Mrs. Florence L. Westcott asked
for a writ compelling him to administer the oath, enter her name, etc. The
case was called torargument Sept, 14, 1882, Chief Justice James A, Hunter
on the bench, and able lawyers were employed on both sides of the question
The decision sustained the Legislative Acr of 1870 under which women voted
Associate Justice Emerson agreed with _]Lh';.L"r Hunter, and Associate Justice
Twiss acknowledged the validity of the law, bur insisted thar women should
be TAXPAYErs o entitle them to che righe. This test case decided all ochers and
women continued to voee until the passage of the Edmunds-Tucker Law, in
March, 1887. During this period women gained much political experience
in practical matters, and their association with men acqguainted with affairs
of State, in council and on commitrees gave them a still wider knowledge of
the manipulation of public affairs

In ."H.'["tl'rnhﬁl'. 1882, the National W.5.A. held a conference in Omaha,
Neb., and Mrs, Wells and Mrs. Zina D. H. Young attended. Miss Anthony,
Mrs. May Wrighr Sewall, chairman of the Execurive Commitree, and many
other distinguished women were in actendance. Mrs. Wells, as vice-president
for Utah, presented an exhaustive report of the suffrage work in the Territory,
which was received with a grear deal of enthusiasm

At the national convention in Washington the previous January the
proposed disfranchisement of Urtah women by the Edmunds Bill had been
very fully discussed and a resolution adopred, that “the proposition to

disfranchise the women of Urah for no cause whatever is a cruel display of
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the pover which lies in might alone, and thar this Congress has no more
right v disfranchise the women of Urah than the men of Wyoming.™ This
sympaty was gratefully .H_L!|u‘.\'lr_1l'_ur-.i by the women of the 'Ig-rnrﬁr}'_

The ul!!lr.i.uﬁ' women throughour the various States made VIZOTous
protest against the injustice of chis pending measure, A committee ap-
pointec ac the converntion in Washingron, in the winter of 1887, presented
i III'IrIHIri.ll 4] [|u' Prq'\ilh nt of rh-_- ["mrni .‘it.t:{_'\ requesting him not to §|F:]
the bill, buc to vero any measure for che disfranchisement of the women of
Utah.? virs. Belva A. Lockwood made an able Spee b b lore [hl;' convention
an rhl\-“Il stion. There were at that time ‘["\l'!’.:i balls |~r'1uu- {'_uné_'re,i_-', i
deprivelitah women of the elective franchisz

During the subsequent years of chis agitation every issue of the Womanr
f.:.'\'j-'r’ﬂr"-' contained E"RI.!'I‘unll_' arta |l'*, lerters .i_li:f editorals U '||||~. :_:nL'd“[:d-
tor and unwarranted interference with the affairs of the women of this
Terntor. The advocares of the rights of all women stood up 'tuphiif. tor those

m. It was a

of Utal :‘.--I!\\:I!|'.\r_='1.,3r'.t_; the scoffs and -Ji!‘.ha.;l,n Cast upon cl
herce brtle of opinions and the weaker had to succumb. The strong power

of Congess conquered ar last, and the Edmunds-Tucker Act of 1887 wrested

from allthe women, Genrile and Mormon alike, the suffrage which they had
exercisel for sevenreen years. Naturally they were very indignant at being
arbicrarly deprived of a vested right, bur were obliged to submit, They were
determied, however, not to do so tamely bur to teach their sons, brothers
and all wthers the value of equal suftrage, and to use every effort in cheir
power vward securing 1t whenever Starehood should be conferred.

Ms. Arthur Brown and Mrs. Er 3
represent the Territory at the Narional Suftrege Convention in Washingron

in 188% and were there authorized ro form an association uniform wich

5. Richards were .l.]‘i.“l‘-lﬂ{t;_i o

those invarious Staces and Territories, Hererefore it had not been considered
necessar to organize, as women were already in possession of the balloc.
Ms. Elizabeth Lyle Saxon and Mrs. Clara Bewick Colby, who had
been leeuning on suffrage in Oregon and Washington, visited Sale Lake
in Seprenber, 1888. They spoke in the thezter, and on the following day
a recepton was tendered them in the Gardo House, where they had the
opportuity of meeting socially between five and six hundred people, both
Gentilerand Mormons, men and women. The same evening another large
audiencoin the theater greeted them, and on the day succeeding ar 1o A.Mm
there wa a meeting for women only in the Assembly Hall, These meetings
were hell under the auspices of the Woman’s Relief Society, Mrs. Zina D
H. Younz, president. Though they occurred at a time when the people were

sutfering from indignities heaped upon them because of unjuse legislacion,
} J I | !
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yet a strong impression was made on those (mostly Genrles) who never
previously had been converted o suffrage

Afver careful deliberation and several preliminary meenings in the othce
of the Woman's E:__‘\.}-‘T-_.l'iu,'.‘_ F F'llh ic call was made 1||[’ll:..':§'§". the daily PeLErs,
signed by the maost influential women of Sale Lake City, for a meeting in the
Assembly Hall, Jan. 1o, 1889, 10 organize a Territorial Suffrage Association
Mrs. Richards occupied the chair and Mrs. Lydia D. Alder was elected
secretary pro fem. Prayer was offered and the old-fashioned hymn, "Know this
thar every soul is free,” was sung by the congregation. One hundred names
were enrolled and Mrs, Caine and Mrs. Richards were elected delegates to the
National Convention. Mrs. Caine was already at the Capital with her husband,
the Hon. John T. Caine, Urahs delegate in the House of Representatives
Mrs. Richards arrived in time to give a report of the new society, which was
heard with much incerest

Within a few months fourteen counties had auxiliary societies. Possibly
because of the former experience of the women there was very little necessiry
of urging these to keep up their enthusiasm. Towns and villages were soon
ll."l'__',llll"l"i _||:‘,q;|h.1!"_\' to the countie . .II||| ML h .I.'Hﬁkj WUI'i-. wWias I|HI".' in an
educarional way to arouse the rew members to an appreciation of che balloe,
,|1|d.|. also to convinece men of the benehts o [u' |h'||\;t'|| h_\' all the |s:'[1|1|{' when
women stood side by side with them and made common cause,

Lin .'\l‘r|| t 1, three months after the Terntorial Association was orga
nized, a rousing meeting was held in the Assembly Hall, in Sale Lake Cicy,
Mrs. Alder, vice-president, in the chair. Eloquent addresses were made by
Bishop O. F. Whitney, the Hon. C. W. Penrose, the Hon George Q. Cannon,
Dr. Martha P. Hughes (Cannon), Mrs. Zina D. H. Young, Mrs. Richards, Ida
Snow Gibbs and Nellie R, Webber

A largely artended meeting took place in the County Court House,
Ogden City, in June, the local president, Elizabeth Stanford, in the chair
Besides brief addresses from members eloquent speeches were made by C. W
Penrose and the Hon. Lorin Farr, a veteran legislator. The women speakers
of Salt Lake who had been thoroughly identified with the suffrage cause
traveled through the Territory .o 1889, making speeches and promoting local
interests, and strong addresses were given also by distinguished men—the
Hons. John T. Caine, John E. Booth, William H. King (delegate to Congress),
bishops and legislarors. The fact can not be « ontroverted thar the sentiment of
the majority of the people of Utah always has been in favor of equal suffrage

At the annual meeting, held in the Social Hall, Salc Lake Ciry, in 189
Mrs. Sarah M. Kimball, a woman of great execurive ability, was elected

president
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In 180 Mrs. Ki

the Nationa'Convention and reached W ,j,'-i]'_l'!l,:h'h in oome o be present at

all and Maria Y. Dougall wene as delegares to

the banquet;iven in honor of Miss Anthony's seventicth birthday. In Mrs
Kimball's reort she stared thar chere were 300 paid-up members of the
Territorial Asociation exclusive of the sixteea county organizations

Duning 1 890 the women worked unceasingly, obtaining new members
and keeping p a vigorous campaign all the year round. Meetings were held in
the most remte towns, and even the farmer's wife fur away in some mouncain
nook did hemart roward securing the suffrage

On Jul 23, 1890, the day Wyoming celebrated her Starehood, che
Suffrage Assciation of Utah assembled in Liberty Park, Salt Lake Ciry, to
rejorce i th good fortune of Wyoming women. The fine old trees were

d martial music resounded through the

decorared wih flags and bunting

|".1rk. speec he rich with INAepe ndent thought were made by the foremost

ladies, and a slegram of greering was sent to Mrs. Amalia Post ar C EyENNe

Convenions were held yearly in Salt Lake Ciry, with the best speakers
among men nd women, and cthe counties represented by delegates. Many
classes in civi government also were formed throughout the Territory

At the Jational Convention in Washington, in February, 1891, there
were presenttrom Utah ten representatives, and the number of paid-up
members enttled che delegates to ewenty vores, che largest number of any
Srare except lew York.

On Fel 15, 1892, the association celebrated Susan B Anthony's
i'llrrhtj.u, in o¢ of che largest halls in Sale Lake City, handsomely decorated
and the Starsind Stripes waving over the pictures of Mrs. Stanton and Miss
Anthony, Seveal members of the Legislature took part in the exercises, which

were entirelvol a suttrage - A h'.‘::_;.':'.-.!H WS received z'r;-m }Ii'\.?\

Anthony whih said, "Greetings, dear friends: that your citizens right o
vote may sooibe secured 15 the prayer of your co-worker.” A message of love
and appreciann was returned.

On _]ll.l\.'lj. 182, a ,;r‘mcf ru!!y in the interest of suffrage was held in
American For, attended by the leaders from Salt Lake € Aty and other paris
of the Territor. Ladies wore the yellow ribbon and many gentlemen the sun-
flower; the visors were met at the station with carriages and horses decorated
in yellow, ancbands of music were in attendance. Mrs. Hannah Lapish, the
local presiden, had charge, a fine banquet was spread, and the entire day was
a grand feast | sutfrage sentimene. C.W. Penrose was the orator
her-

During 892 Mrs. Wells rraveled in California and Idaho, and w
EVer 'nhl.‘ wentin season and ouor {'u!.‘_\('_lw_l!!_ S '},r' i _._'-r-h! word for l.'|".-r_'- Canuse,

often where wmen never had given the subjece a thoughe, or had consid-




«-n and unwomanly, The annual convention in Ocrober was an

enthusiastic one, but che real work of the women during thar year was for

the Columbian Exposition, though a suffrage song book was published and
miuch literarure arculared, nor only in Urah but broadcase []'.-IanF_hu!l[ the
West; and Mrs. Richards did some work in Southern Idaho.

In some seriking respects 1893 was a woman's year, and much was done
o advance the .'iLlf-i'-rE!j_;u: cause indirec rI},-' The association gave a large .|,f|.1|'|.|:-n
party in Sale Lake, with addresses by Mrs, Minnie J. Snow, Mrs. Julia P. M
Farnsworth and the Hon. George Q. Cannon

At the annual convention Mrs. Wells was elected president, Mrs
Richards vice-president, and they continued in office during the time of the
struggle to obrain an equal suffrage clause 1n the State constturion. Mrs

Wells made personal visits throughout the Territory, urg:

£ E the women to
stand firm for the franchise and encourage the men who were likely 1o raki
part in the work toward Starehood o uphold the rights of the women who
had helped ro build op the country, as well as those who since then had bees
born in this goodly land, reminding them thae cheir fachers had given women
sutirage a quarter of a ce ntury betore

In February, 1894, Mrs, Wells called an assembly of cicizens for the
purpose of arousing a greater interest in a Stacehood which should include
eequal rights for women as well as men, The audience was a large one ol
representative people, They sang Julia Ward Howe's “Baccle Hymn of the
Republic” and also “ America,” and brilliant addresses were made by the Hon
John E. Booth, the Hon. Samuel W, Richards, Dr. Richard A. Hasbrouck, a
famous orator formerly of Ohio. Dr. Martha Hughes Cannon, Mrs. ZinaD. H
Young and Mis. Lucy A. Clark. As a result of this gathering parlor meetings
were held in various parrs of the iy, arousing much serious chought upon
the question, as the Territory was now on the verge of Starehood

On July 16 President Grover Cleveland signed che enabling act and
the Woman's Exponent chronicled the event with words of patriotic ardor,
urging the women to stand by their guns and not allow the framers of the
constitution to take any action whereby they might be defrauded of their
sucred rights to equality. Miss Anthony's message was quoted, “Ler it be che
best basis for a State ever engrossed on parchment;” and never did the faith
of its editor waver in the belier that this would be done.

From this time unremitting work was carried on by the women in all
directions; every effort possible was made to secure a convention of men who
would frame a constomurion without sex distinction, and to provide thar che
woman suffrage armcle should be included in the document itself and not be

submitted separarely
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At he annual convention in Ocrober, 1894, a cordial resolurion was
unanimosly adopred thanking che two political parties for having inserced
m thewr pattorms a plank approving suftrage for woimen

TheNovember election was most exciting. Women all over che Tern
tory worked ENeTEein .l“_‘.' to elect such J::JLJ_'.H("- to the convention as would
place equl suffrage in the constitution

Alre che election, when the bartle was in progress, women labored
tactfully and industriously; they tried by every means to educace and convert
the generd PU|1| i¢, circulaced suttrage literature among neighbors and friends
and in th most remote corners, for they knew well that even after the
CONSOITULBND was .Hil\[‘IL'l't I)_l, the convention 1t must be vored on 11\ all I'|‘||.'
men of th: Terricory

In Jnuary, 1895, the president, Mrs. Wells, went to Atlanta to the
Narional onvention, ac companied by Mrs Manlla M. Daniels and Mrs
Aurelia 5 Rogers. In her repore she stated that the women of Urah had
not alliedchemselves with either parcy bur labored assiduously wich boch
Republicais and Democrats. In closing she said: “There are two good reasons
why our vamen should have che ballot apart trom the general reasons “]l},
all womer should have it—first, because the franchise was given to them
by the Teritorial Legislature and chey exerzised it seventeen years, never
.illl.l:ylng l‘l.' |‘II'I"-41E'ILTII:'. .llld It wWas [".|.|-£|:'|! .1W;t],' teaim rh:'ln li}'{ ¢p|1l|_'_|'f_'-.~. '-'-'I[hllll[
any causessigned except that it was a political measure; second, there are
undoubredy more women 1n Urah who own their homes and pay taxes than
in any othr State with the same number of inhabitants, and Congress has,
by its enacments in the past, vircually made many of these women heads of
families.”

A covention was held February 18 in the Probate Courr room of che
Salt Lake Gry and County building. Delegates came from far and near. Mrs
Wells presded, and vice-presidents were Mrs. Richards, Mrs. C. W. Bennert;

secretary, Irs. Nellie Litcle; assistanc secretary, Mrs, Augusta W. Granr;
t|l-L|1I'.l|l1., Brs. Zina D). H. Young. A committee was appointed by the Chair
to prepare: memorial for the convention,” and stirring specches were made
by delegats from the various counries.

In th afternoon as many of the ladies as could gain admittance went
into anothe hall in the same l?l]l!d[l'l‘}_:_. where the Consticutional Convention
was in sesson, and where already some members had begun to oppose woman
suftrage inthe constiturion proper and o suggest it as an amendment o
be vored won separately. The Hon. E S. Richards, a prominent member,
presented neir memorial, which closed with the following paragraph: “We
therefore ak you to provide in the constitution that the rights of citizens




Bautle for the Ballat
of the State of Urah to vore and hold office shall not be denied or abridged
on account of sex, but that male and female citizens of the Scare shall
equally enjoy all conl, politica and religious rnights and privileges.” This
was signed by Emmeline B, Wells, president, Woman Suffrage Association;
Emily S. Richards, vice-president; Zina D. H. Young, president, National
Woman's Relief Sociery; Jane 5. R hards, vice-president, and all the county
presidents

The next morning a hearing was granted tothe ladies before the Suffrage
Committee, Carefully prepared papers were read by Mesdames Richards,
Carlton, Cannon, Milron, Pardee and Prace. Mrs. Wells spoke last, without
notes, stanng ':-J_-'rnn:;,f‘_[ lacts and appe .EII.I'._._' for justice

There was much debare, pro and con, in the convention after cthis ome,
and open and fair discussions of the question in Commitcee of the Whole
The majority report was as follows

Resolved, Thar the rights of citizens of the State of Utah to vote and

hold office shall not be denied or abridged on account of sex. Both male and

female Citizens .'-['-':h:} Stare shall ¢ '.]ml“i Cchnjoy all covil, r'{!ilTIlJl! and religious
rights and privileges

The minority report submitted later was too weak and flimsy to be
lnl].'.u!rl'r'll.

The women addressed a cordial letrer of appreciation and thanks to
r|u coOMmmitree w o ]]_j,d 50 :|4|[1|\ \ttuui |'-\ thtlr CALSE. l'id‘\.‘l.ll;.,' Hl'l\lrt'ti
this favorable report the women had not suppost d 1t would be necessary to
continue their effors, and it would not have been except for a faction led by
Brigham H. Roberts who actively worked against the adoprion of this article
by the delegares.® Numerously signed petitions for woman suffrage from all
parts of the lernitory were at once sent to the convention

On «}

;1_|“¢-.[ is '.:'HTU. !"c.t-.ii!'-:: Was |.~r||.:1j:"|! up ror -.Jufl\.i\.]t'[‘ii[!l:'lﬁ. as t'l.l-'i ]‘l'l'ﬂ

' mnr]'_-i!|_;_' ol .-\E-Hl 8 the section on -"x]_Ll..L-. 'T-’.J.[I-l'.i.j.:t which had

pr viously decided. The hall was crowded ro sulfocation, bur as the debare was
limired ro fifteen minuees it was soon disposed of withour much argument
from either side. The vote of the convention was 74 ayes, 6 noes, 12 absent,
Every member afterwards signed the conseitution,

On May 12, Miss Anthony and the Rev. Anna Howard Shaw, president
and vice-president-ar-large of the National Association, arrived, as promised,
to hold a suffrage conference. They were accompanied by Mrs. Mary C. C
Bradford and Mrs. Ellis Meredith of Colorado. The conference met in the hall
where the Constirutional Convention had adjourned a few days before. Mrs.
Wells presided and Gov. Caleb W. West introduced Miss Anthony, assuring

his audience 1t was a distinguished honor, and dex |.|.r|:-'1§: that the new Scace
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constitution which included woman suffrags would be carried at the coming
election by an overwhelming majoricy. Miss Anthony responded in a most
acceptable manner. Governor West also introduced Miss Shaw who made an
eloquent address. Mrs. Bradford and Mrs. Meredith were formally presented
and welcome was extended by Mesdames Zina D, H. Young, W. Ferry, B. W.
Hrmrh, i Milron, C. E. Alle n, M. L. flll[il-'_', E B I'-r'.‘l',:u\llll and the Hon f
R. Murdock, a pioneer suffragist and memkber of che late convention.

The same afternoon a reception was given in honor of the ladies ar the
handsome residence of the Hon, E S, and Mrs. Richards, arcended by over
three hundred guests, including State officials, officers and ladies from che
military post, and many people of distinction. The conference lasted two days,
with large audiences, and the newspapers published glowing accounts of the
proceedings and the enthusiasm. Many social courtesies were extended.

Miss Anchony .l:]s{ i:t'r parcy |]E'|LE Meet.ngs in ( ];:airn and were honored

in every possible way, the Hon. Franklin D. Richards and his wife and the
Hon. D. H. Peery being among the entertainers there

I'he question soon arose whether women should vore on the adoption of
the constitution at the coming November election. The commission which
had been appointed by the ULS. Government to superintend affairs in Utah,
decided ar their June meeting to submit the mareer to the Attorney-General,
There was considerable agitation by the public press; some newspapers
favored the women's voring and others thought s legality would be
questioned and thus the admission to Statechood would be hindered. The

women generally were willing to abide by the highest judicial authoricy.

A rest case was brought before the District Court in Ogden, Augnst 1c
The court room was crowded with atcorneys and prominent citizens to hear
[|'IL' ni.t-]'-'.ull o I:I\lu{' H W ."1r1;:1h, which was thar women '.hr-u%d rtgii[t{'
and vote. The case was then carried ro the Supreme Court of the Territory
and the decision given August 31. Chief Justice Samuel A, Merrite staced
that Judge G. W. Bartch and himself had reached the conclusion thae che
Edmunds-Tucker Law had not been repealed and would remain effective ull
Statehood was achieved, and that he would ile a written opinion reversing
the judgment of the lower court. Judge William H. King, the other member,
dissented and declared that “the disfranchisement of the women ar chis
'.'J'.".‘lln’ IH' re _L,'.!rlil'fi A5 @ “'T{lﬂl'u J”\j an outragee,

I'he opinion of the Supreme Court cou'd not be 1gnored and therefore
the women citizens acquiesced with the best grace possible. Unremitting and
effective work continued to be done by the suffrage association, although the
foremost women soon affiliated with the respective parties and began regular

duty in election marrers. The leaders went through the lerritory urging




women Every \\'1‘:{_'1'{" o ':c:u;l}-, alter thl' interests ol the l'li[". 10N .5!"'.-4l see that men

voted right on the constitution, which was not only of grear importance ro

them and cheir postericy but to all women throughout the land

Women attended conventions, were members of political committees
and worked faithfully for the election of the men who had been nominated
at the Territonal Convention. A few women also had been placed on the
tickets—Mrs. Emma McVicker for Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Mrs. Lillie Pardee for the Senate, and Mrs. E. B. Wells for the House of
Representatives, on the Republican ricker, and it was held that although
women were not allowed to vore, they might be vored for by men. But
finally, so many fears were entertained lest the success of the ricker should
be imperiled thar the women were induced to withdraw. Mrs. Wells' name
remained until che lase, but che arty continuing to insisc, she very reluctancly
yielded, informing the commattee thar she did ir under protest. On Nov
< 1Bos the R,_-pui_-.']“.,“ party carried the election by a large majoriey; the
constitution was adopred by 28,618 ayes, 2,687 noes, and Full Suffrage was
conferred on women

President Cleveland S d the consticution of 1 I';ih,.].lli 4, 1890, and
the inaugural ceremonies were held in the grear tabernacle 1n Sale Lake Ciry,
January 6, "Urah completing the trinity of true Republics at the summit
of the Rockies.” Gov. Heber M, Wells took the oath administered by Chief
Justice Charles S. Zane, and at a given signal the iHh]mjnp of artillery was
heard from Capirol Hill. Secrerary-of-Stare Hammond read the Governor's
first proclamation convening the Legislatureat 30'¢ lock char day. Mrs. Pardex
was elected « Ll_'r]-.; UI- the Senare and entered Lo the duties of the othce at
the opening session, signing the credencials of the U.S. Senators—the first
case of the ;._':nr_*_ on Tt‘ﬂillt ( i .n"\ii('[] had been elecred .rt_'F"_rl'\{|'.:.l.|'l\l o
( Ongress, and the ]_E:‘;:_:L\I.llnh at once selected Frank .[ Cannon and Arthur
Brown as United States Senators

At the National Suffruge Convention in Washington, the evening ol
January 27 was devoted to welc oming Urah H('Iﬁk“it‘ﬂt‘«l[i"t Allen and wife
were on the placform. The Rev. Miss Shaw tendered the welcome of the
association, Senator Cannon, who had just arrived in the city, responded
declaring that woman was the power needed o reform politics. Mrs. Allen
and Mrs. S. A. Boyer spoke of the courage and persistence of the women, and
Mrs. Richards gave a graphic account of the faichhul work done by the Utah
Suffrage Association.

In January, 1897, Mrs. Wells atrended the National Convention in
Des Moines, Iowa, and described che first year’s accomplishments to an

.I.;"i‘.rt Clative d.le!CnuL'
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On Ot 30, 1899, Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, chairman of the Nanional
organization commuittee, and Miss Mary G. Hay, secretary, came co Sale Lake
Ciry on rhe homeward way from Montana, and & meeting was held in the
office of the Woman'’s Exponent, Mrs. Wells in the chair and about rwenty-
five lacies present, all ardent suffragises, After due deliberation a committee
was appointed, Mrs. Richards, chairman, Mrs. |. Fewson Smith, secretary,
to work tor suffrage in other States, especully Arizona. Subsequently this
committee organized properly, adopted the name Utah Council of Women,
.!II|| il .l” in théir ['-c,:-'.\'t'!' O ralse means .un] carry on the iusq:[ul,-'.t‘d w('—r]-::.,
and dues were sent to the national treasury

In February, 19oo, Mrs. Richards, president, and Mrs. Lucy A. Clark,
delegare, wenr ro Wiashington and took part in the National Convention
and the celebration of Miss .'\lllhl.ur'n} 5 l'I:‘,:iI ieth birthday, On this occasion

the Utah Silk Commuission presented to her a handsome black silk dress

pattern, whuch _:':m-“nr:uf an especial value trom the face thar che raising ol
the silk worms, the spinning of the thread and all the work connecrted wich

IES Maniulacture ¢ xcept the weay INE wWas done by women

|'IrI|:JI|_:' this year the Council of Women worked assiduously, to make a
creditable exhibir ac the national suffrage bazaar, Mrs Mary T. Gilmer having
]]{'I‘.\UII.Il i |1.|r|:,',r of 1t 1n New York City.

LAWS: Dower and curtesy are abolished. The law reserves for the widow
one-third of all che real property possessed by the husband free fram his debts,

but the value of su h portion ol the homestead as 15 set apart tor her shall be

deducted from this share. If either husband or wife die without a will leaving
LrI!]‘. the one |-|::\': Or tJil_ lawtul 1ssue of one, the survivor takes -=I=-'_-!"I,='j]'-f:'1;

rcal estate, of there are more l!'._-_j; OnNE Or 15sue of one hving *:‘i‘.'.’. ;1;|r_-.1h|1_"1:

al estate. If none he or

If there is issue the survivor has one-half the persol
‘Ght' I 1-r|r|1|:--| L] I.|| []l{' I’c'.l| .llui p:-rmrl.ll estare Il not over i‘]_ OO0 1N VJ.[LII:'.
exclusive of debes and expenses. Of all over that amount the survivor receives
one-halt and the parents of the deceased the other half in equal shares; if not
ll'-'lli_n: I EOES (o [ll{ i1r+1Ff1i rs and sisters and cheir heirs

Also the widow or widower is enticled o one-half the COMMILITY
property subject to community debts, and if there is no will, to the other
half provided there are no children living

A homestead not exceeding $2,000 in value and $250 addivonal for
each minor child, together with all the personal property exempr from
execution, shall be wholly exempt from the payment of the debts of decedent,
and shall be the absolute property of the surviving husband or wife and minor
L']'Ilidh n. This s ton \h-i” ot I'« CONStruec o preve nt the -||'~;‘-r_,~1l‘.'_':'.'!'l '\\.

will of the homestead and exemnpt personal properry
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A married woman has absolute control over her separate property and
may mortgage or convey it or |J‘\i"|J\l.' or i h'\ \‘.I.lll \1':[131_1“{ the ]]\I.\h.l!'htk
consént. The husband has the same righr, but in conveying real estate which
IS CoOmMmunicy }‘l'l'lpl'_‘l't‘}'. the wife’s signature 15 necessary.

A rq!.Lt:ir--\i WOoman may cngage in ::uhlllc 85 1N I'I.ti’ own name and her
earnings, wages _11'|d savings become her ‘-\.L'ihl.f.l.i{ gstare ‘.\'I[i'lt_l-lll any cxpress
gift or contract of the husband, when she is permitted to receive and retain
them and to loan and invest them in her own name and for her own benefit,
and they are exempt from execution for her husband’s debrs.” (1894.)

A married woman may rmake contraces, sue and be sued in her own
nameé

The father is the legal guardian of the « hildren, and ar s deach the
mother. The survivor may appeint a guardian

Support for the wife may be granted by the court the same as alimony
in divorce, if the husband have property in the State. If not chere 15 no
punishment for non-support. ( 18906.)

The “age of protection™ lor girls was raised from 1ot 13 years in 1888,
and to 18 years in 1896. The penalty is imprisonment in the penitentiary
not less than h\'t‘ years

SUFFRAGE: The Terricorial Legislarure conferred che Full Suffrage on
women in 1870, and they exercised it very generally until 1887 when they
were deprived of ic by Congress through what is known as the Edmunds-
Tucker Act. Utah entered che Union in 1806 with Full Suffrage for women
as an article of the Stare constirurion

That they exercise this pei ilege QUITE @5 \.'!_'I'H:'L'I:Ji} as men 15 shown

w the rulluw:nl-!; table 5'\F(F'.|rt'-|. from the election scatistics of 19 It 1s
not customary to make separate returns ol the women's vores and these were
obtained cthrough the courtesy of Governor Wells, who, ar the request of the
Ltah ( ouncal u;’- ‘\\-Hﬂ'ir.'n, wrote i"-l."\l-“.ll letrers to che counry othcials to
secure them. Eleven of the more remote counties did not respond but those
having the largest population did so, and, judging from previous statistics,
the others would nor 1'h'.l!|}',l' the proportion of the vore.

It will be seen thar in five counties the registration and vote of women
was larger than that of men, and in the State a considerably larger proportion
of women than of men who registered vored. Women cast nearly 50 per cent
of the entire vote and yet the U.S. Census of this year showed that males
-:Lm‘.]ﬂ'l.»rd Over 51 per cent of the [‘-U;"'.Li.nfltlﬂ

All of the testimony which is given in the chapters on Wyoming,
Colorado and Idaho might be duplicated for Urah. From Mormon and Gentile

alike. trom the press, from the in_;;ln'\.: officials, from all who represent



i " Registered T | Vited
Counties | Men | Women | Total | | Men | Women | Total
| Salr Laki 14,083 | | L-,e_'-"\' 27 411 1 :.\_I 2 [ I.'_‘ﬂ".?_._:","."'}(]—l._
[ Utah [ 5021 | 5,022 [11, 5,640 i 5,08 , 11,299 |
[ Cach 3012 | 3,21 2,046 | 3.085 | 6,031 |
:“I_{--l F lder I, _w I 1,548 1,677 | |._4'r'.'f.' .__%,!-H |
[ Davi 175 | 1,32 1,133 | 1,277 2410 |
[ Cardon 086 | si1 9037 | 477 | L414
8s1 | 683 o 622 | 1418
f 4 [ 67 8 | ta6 1,354
sion |  Goo | 52 690 | 152 | 1.442
00| 264 390 | 246 | 645
108 187 108 178 775 |
_h.'.r' [ -+- i | 89 308 | 86 —(-rhi
W’ 302 3118 300 27
| Grand | 285 135 263 | 129 302
-lel | 20 . .\‘FI .'!~rr 2 .
I.,\.H.'_;r.-'|,,'r.' | | 1 | 61 | 1ch
Total registration of men ........
Total vore of men
Registered bur not voting
TLIT-I:; registration of women
Total vote of women
“-‘._‘.f:--':: red bur noe voing
the best inrerests of the State, it is unanimously in favor of suffrage for

women. The evidence proves beyond dispute thar they use it judiciously
and conscient IIILI\l}. thar it has rended to the benefit of themselves and their
homes, and thar political conditions have been distinctly improved

OFFICE HOLDING: Governor Heber M, Wells ar once carried into
eftect the Sfari o :Eu CONSTItUCnon, .Ld::[*[:’d In 18Q%, h\. -l:_'i."llﬂl'l-l'!_L: wWomen
on all State boards of public institutions where it was wise and possible. Two
out of five places on the Board of the Deaf and Dumb Institure were given
ta women, Harriet E. Emerson and Dr. Martha Hughes Cannon

I'he hrst Legislarure, 1896, passed "An act for the establishmenr of
sericulture” (raising of silk worms). Women had worked energetically to
secure this measure, and it was appropriate thae five of them, three Republican
and two Democratic, should be appointed as a silk commission, Zina D
H. Young, Isabella E. Bennetr, Margaret A. Caine. Ann ( ‘u,"n,-»c-._'[.:"ul’__m' and




Mary A. Cazier. Each was required to give a thousand-dollar boid. A later
Legislature appropriated $1, per annum to pay the secretary

Two women were appointed on the Board of Regents of the State
University, Mrs. Emma J. McVicker, Republican and Gennle; Ms. Rebecca
E. Little, Democrat and Mormon. Boch are still serving. Two wercappointed
Regents of the Agricultural College, Mrs. Sarah B. Goodwin and Hrs. Emily
S. Richards

At the close of the Legislature the Republican Stare Central Commitree
was reorganized; Mrs. Emmeline B. Wells was made vice-chaiman, Miss
Julia Farnsworth, secretary. The Democratic party was quite as libwral toward
women and the feeling prevailed that at the next election womes would be
placed in various Stare and county othces. 1 here were many womel delegates
in the county and also in the Scate conventions of both parties in1896, and
a number of women were nom: nated

It was a Democratic Victory and the women on that ecker were

elected Dr. Martha Hughes Cannon to the Senare, Euntche La 3arthe and

Sarah | Anderson to the House; _\l_;r.r,.w-_r A. Caine, aunditor a Salt Lake
County; Ellen Jakeman, treasurer Utah County; Delilah K. Olsin, recorder
Millard County; Fannie Grachl (Rep.), recorder Box Elder Gunty, and
possibly some others,

In the Legislature of 1897, Mrs. Le Barthe introduced a billforbidding
WOMEen 0o Wear |:.|r_:.:t- hats in |-|.l.| es ol |‘I.I|'lll enrertiinment, whichwas [rasse d
Dr. Cannon |l.Hl‘li'-!1.-['|ClJ the measure by which a State Board of Health was
created, _”-Il was g?}x{.”n;.{ bw the Governor as one (Z['. 1ts firss members

She had part in the defeat ol the strong lobby thar sought to ibolish the

existing State Board of Public Examiners, which prevents incomjetents trom
practicing medicine. She introduced a bill compelling the Srarte to educare
'.Ell' deal, mute ,Hil'li 2"I||1!{E, anocher requimng SCars Elln:' wWomen L'r]'._l'.H\l'\. wihat
was known as the Medical Bill, by which all che sanitary measuresof the State
are n-:,_-||j,|rf_-.\;_ ,u:{i -[-|_1[ n (l‘w'l’,l 100, .Lrld anocher i‘unu\h:‘:g I.l']( the erection of
a hospital for che State School of the Deaf, Dumb and Blind, carying with
it the necessary appropriatior. All che bills introduced or chanpioned by
Dr. Cannon became laws, She served on the Committees on Public Health,
Apportionment, Fish and Game, Banks and Banking, Educatior Labor, etc.

Ar the close of their second term the Senate presentel her with
- | |':,|,1,||{\||11'|;- \Lj'\c[-mi_lu:lu-.'. |.'|ht1r't] contaimng tl"lt .l'._'IEl'_lér_:]'.l'Pl'- ol .||.|i the

Senarors and employes. She had drawn what is known as the lore term, and

at its close she was

hosen to present a handsome gavel to the oresident of
the Senate in behalf of the members, Thus far she has been the snly woman

Senaror
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In 18gg Hrs. Alice Merrill Horne (Dem.), the third woman elected
to the House, vas appointed chairman of the State University Land Sice

Commuttee, towhich was reterred the bill authorizing the State o rake

advantage of th congressional land grant offered for expending $301,0¢0

in buildings anl providing for the removal of the State University to the
new site, Aca ubilee in recognition of the gife, held by the faculty and
students, at whch the Governor and legislature were guests, Mrs. Horne
was the only wman to make a speech and was introduced by President
Joseph T. Kingtury in most flactering terms for the work she had done in
behalf of educaion. She championed the Free S holarship Bill giving one
hundred annualNormal School appeintments, each for a term of four Years;
.Lllni One Creann a state !!'\!HLH:' of Arr for the « noouragement of che hne

Con and in manuiaccures, for an annms

arrs and lor art 1 public school edy

exhibirion, a curse of tures and a Stare art collection, both of whic

passed. She was :member of commirtees on Are, Education, Rules and Insane
Asylum; was the only member sent to visit the State Insane Asylum, going
ii"\ direction of b "\|'L aker of che House CAS A commiattiee of one. o -.'_J_‘;n-*.-.:
the w'~l[‘(“ﬂ“'f'ﬂ| it and repOort a tual conditions, Mrs. Horne was presentecd
with a E-hlllﬂ}!r.l-lu d group of the members of the House, herself the only
WOIman in ll]l‘ Pl rure

The Navenber clecrion of 1900 was fraught with great interest to che
women, as []tt' Sute of hi :‘.I.I‘- wore to l"l'.' ele [r'x| as well as che Li '.'5\|.1[l,in_-_ ‘lﬂ..i
} s\'t'ﬂ

tor both the Howse and Senate, and that a woman should be nominated for

f"l'.l."n Were anxion thar "".r.'-"_' should ".-1: sOmeE women's names on the '

state Superintenient of Public Inscruction by both parties. For this office the
Republican and he Democratic women preserted candidates,—Mrs. Emma

] »\it \r-IL."n.t.‘l'thi fiss \l-l.!}'.! 15T, bur bach conventions gave the nominacion

nrendent, died suddenly and

to men. Meantine Dr. John R. Park, rl
Goy “'-"“’“'I'l'w ited Mrs. McVicker as his successor tor the unhnished term

Mrs. J. Elln Foster, of Washingron, DC,, was sent to Urah by rhe
Republican Nacenal Commirtee, and with Mrs, W. F. Boynton and ochers,

- TRl
\nl'\ 1

made a spirited nid successtul campaign

There neve has been any scramble for office on the parr of women,
and here, as in oe other Stares where lhi-j. have the suffrage, there i1s but
lictle th_~.|5usillml 1 the part of men to divide with them the “positions of
emolument and rusc.” Only one woman was rominared for a Scate office in

n for the I.r:'-_.".ii.ih'.‘-'. and she Wik J.-.-'- '.r;_--,! W;{il

1000, Mrs. Elizaeth ( :J:"'|

e women who have served in the

the resc of the Dmocracic ricker. All of
Legislarure have wen elected by the Democrars
Several wonen were elected to important city and county offices. In




many of these offices more women than men are employed as depuries and
clerks
In 19 Mrs. W. H. Jones was sent as delegare 1o the National

Republican Convention in Philadelphia, and Mrs. Elizabeth Cohen to che
Democratic in Kansas Ciry, and both served throughourt che sessions. This 1s
the first instance of the kind on record, although women were sent as alternates
from Wyoming to the National Republican Convention at Minneapolis in
fatels]

Women are (—xrmpu-tl from sitting on juries, the same as editors, lawvers

and ministers, but chey are not excluded if they wish to serve or the persons
on trial desire them. None has thus tar been summoned

OCCUPATIONS: No profession or occupation is legally forbidden o
women except that of working in mines

EDUCATION: All of the higher institutions of lrL'.Jﬂ'lJ[ll'._'. are open to

both sexes. In the public schools there are §27 men and 892 women teachers

The average monthly salary of men is $61.42; of the women, $41.19

Women in Utah always have been conspicuous in organized work. The
,"'».'.1r|.|||t.|| '\x".‘prn.Ln g Rt‘]lt'f S0 1.'(7, Was u,».r_|||||\!l|'|'| ue :\‘-'.I'll‘.-un, “I-\. . 1N 18 12,
and transferred to Sale Lake City in 1848, It is one of the oldest associations of
women in the United States—the oldese perhaps of any considerable size, It
has over 30.6¢ members and 15 one ot the valuable institutions ol the State

The Nartional Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Association has 21,7

members and in 1900 raised 33 partly for b inlding purposes and partly
to help the needy.” There are also a State Couns il of Women, Daughters of
the Pioneers, [}Llle.ih[t'l"- of the Revolution, Council Ht-j':'“i\.h Women, et

Thirty-three clubs belong to the National Federation but this by no means

includes all of chem.

N(h[f"\.

1. The History is indebted for this chapter to Mrs, Emmeline B Wells of Salt Lake

Ciry, editor of the Woman't Exponent, and president of che Territorial Association

during rhe campaign when Full Suffrage was secured. Valuable assistance has
been rendered by Mrs. Emily S. Richards of thar city, vice-president during
the same period
2. Commirecee: Lillie Deverenx Blake of New York, Virginia L. Minor of St. Louis,
Harrier B. Sharruck of Boston, May Wright Sewall flT-.l[\.i.i.-'-ln-l;"llrl\ and Ellen
H. Sheldon of Washington, D.C



Comuniteee: Lillie Devereux Blake, Manlda Josilyn Gage, Caroline Gilkey
Roges and Mary Sevmour Howell, of New York: Clara B, Colby, Nel
Sarah T. Muller, Marvl:

Shattick, Massachuserrs, and Lowisa Southworth, Ohio

aska;

1; Elizabech Boynton Harberr, lllinois; Harrier R

I'he dhcers elecred were: President, Margaree N. Caine; vice presidents, Lydia

D Aller, Nellie R. Webber, Priscilla . Riter; secretary, Cornelia N Clayton;

Ve

carreponding secretary, Charlotoe | Kirby; treasurer, Margie Dwyer: ex
comnittes, Maria Y. Dougall, Nettie Y. Snell, Ann E. Groesbeck, Phoebe Y
Beati: and Jennie Rowe

Vice-wesidents, Mrs. Ra

recorung secretary, Rachel Edwards; corre sponding secretary, _'llri.l C T_lj.'|-:::.

ds, Ann D. Groesbeck and Caro

ine E. ;:’\"

treasuer, Margie Dwyer; executive commucree, Cornelia H. € layton ?\i-”":—'-'”"[
Mitclell, Nellie Licele, Theresa Hills and May Talmage

Mesdimes Richards, Young, Bennetr, G. 8 Carlron, ]. 8. Gilmer, Romania
B. Prat, Phebe Y. Beanie, Amelia | Martha H. Cannon, ( :
Emm McVicker, Ruth M. Fox, Priscilla Jennings. Lillie Pardee and

Parsons
Hon F. Chadester, chamrman: A. S. A ErsOin l.n.:-‘!- I Rob i1, Parley

Chrisianson, Peter Lowe, James D. Murdock, Chester Call, Andreas Engberg,
A. HRaleigh, William Howard, F. A. Hammond, S. R. Thurman. In addition
to thi commictee those who suscained the women and pleaded their cause
were Nessrs. Richards, Whitney, Evans, Cannon, Murdock, Rich, Harr, Ivins,
Snow, Robinson, Allen, Miller, Farr, Preston, Maeser and Wells, There were
|||'rlﬁ'|" but chese were the toremost

Mr. Riberts was elected ro Congress on the Democranc nicker in 1o

alcthowh screnuously opposed b

b lagely owing to the vig

States he wis not permatted

Mrs. Susa Y

Lrates

In 18

monthy magazine, as the organ of chis association, although 1t was for ¢

years inancially a privare enterprise. The president, Mrs. Elmina S. Taylor,

wis he constant belp and INSPIracion The tirse year Mrs. Lucy B, Young,

k

mothe of cthe editor, chen past sixty, took her buggy and traveled over Ueah

explainng the venrure and securing subscriptions. Two thousand numl
year wre published. Of late years the business managers have been women.
In 18Bg Mrs. Gares made over the maguzine ro rhe association withour any
comsidrution, bur was retuined as ediror. There were at thas time J‘-r.;.'?:._‘.‘;[fy,

no |I|2 s and i xl||--: ribw £S, '-h'fll- |'- Il.|r:.'l WeTe increased o 1
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The History of Woman Suffrage in Utab

IO00—=1Q20

SUSA YOUNG GATES

he results of equal suffrage in Urah for fifey years—1870-1920—with

an unavoidable interim of eight years, have demonstrated the sanity and

potse of women in the exercise of their franchise. The Mormon women had had

|||l'...L: trairing, tor from the tounding of their church !u'.'_]n\fi-h Smith n .'?4_;. é
thev h Vi he Ternivory of Wyoming was the first
to give @ ftrag er, 1 86g—rthe Legisl :

.‘-I:-']--'-'n-. ] ::.__;.I.:..:!'. Ia7 ind the bill was ~.|7'!|-'-i w [a =:I.:_':{..|='-\:: M

A. Mann February 12. Women vored ar the rzgular election the next August
and there was no election in Wyoming unul Seprember, so those of Utah had
the distincrion of being the pionéer women voters in the United Seates and
there were over five times as many women in Ueah as in Wyoming. The story
of how their suffrage was taken away by an A-t of Congress in 1887 _uni how
it was restored in full by the men of Uah when they made their constitution
for starehood in 1895 and adopred it by a vore of ten o one is related in
detail in Volume IV of the History of Woman Suffrage. The women have

voted since then in large numbers, filled many ofnces and been a FL'll.lé_'[][';'L'-i!

f'\r'.‘i 1all Wil Aol |
Sutifra Vil y [ INew York




Battle for the Ballor

political influence for the benefit of the Stace

The large and active Ternitorial Woman Suffrage Association held
annual conventions until after it succeeded in gaining the franchise. In 1899,
during a visit of Mrs. Carrie Chapman Care ro Salt Lake City, a meeting was
called and steps taken to form a Utah Council of Women to assist the suttrage
maovement in other States .ind Mirs l'l11||_\ 5 H:th.lrd‘; was made J\J'L'hll.h'lll
This Council, composed of Mormons and non-Mormons, continued in
exisrence for twenty years, For the first ten years there were monchly meerings
and also special and committee meetings and prominent speakers addressed
the annual gatherings, eulogizing and commemorating the lives and labors
of the suffrage pioneers throughout the Union, Whenever the National
American Hu!'fr-.t‘r,r Association called for financial aid i ri—S[HJI‘Ldt“i liberally

The suffrage having been gained it was hard to keep up the interest and afer

1910 meetings were held only ar the call of the |1:'l.'iu_llc':‘l".t for the purpose
of carrying ourt the wishes u!' the National ?‘l.l“.".l\L'L" Association, at whose
conventions the Council was zlways represented by delegares. In 19091
when the association was collecting its monster petition to Congress, the
Cound 1l obtained 40,000 nam?ss as l t.ihl\ t|u--r.|

The official personnel remained practically the same from 1goo, That
noble exponent of the best there is in womanhood, Mrs. Emily 8. Richards,
preserved the spiric and genius of the Council, which recognized no party
and whose members cast their vores for I;:-'uul men and measures without
undue parrisan bias. She was sustained by its capable and resourceful secretary,
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Cohen. and both maintained a noa-partisan attitude in
the conduct of the Council. The officers were: Emmeline B. Wells, member
narional executive committee; Elizabeth A. Hayward, Mrs. Ira D. Wines,
Dr. Jane Skolfeld and Mrs. B. T. Pyper, vice presidents; Anna T. Piercey,
assistant secretary; Hannah 5. Lapish, treasurer

As Territory and State, every county, every town, every precinct has
been served faithfully and well by women in various positions. It would be
impossible to name all who have done yeoman service during the past years
burt the three women who have meant more than all others to the sutfrage
cause are Mrs. Sarah M. Kimball, who was .q':im:r![:'-:f h!.' Br't;_:h-.irn Young and
Eliza R. Snow as the standarc bearer of that cause in the late "60's and who
maintained her active hold upon politics until about 1885 {1893], when her
able first Lieutenant, Mrs. Emmeline B, Wells, took up the work dropped by
the aged hands of Mrs, Kimball. She in turn carried the banner of equal civic
freedom aloft, assisted by Mrs. Richards, until she relinguished iv in 1896
and Mrs. Richards became the standard beares M:dl’)}' orher splendid women

have labored assiduously in this cause
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It legislative marters a commitree from the Council has worked during
t'\'t'l‘_‘.' SESION sInce 1911 with asso i_i{r_'LE cCommiattees trom I:}-.t- u{hr..—r ..|.J'L’
organiations of women, the powerful Relief Society, the Young Ladies’
Mutual Improvement Association and the Federated Clubs leading in all
good novements, Results in the enacement of welfare laws for women and
childrer have been very gratifying. The women's commitrees of the various
organintions meet ar the State Capitol during the legislative sessions and go
aver ver carefully every ball in which chey are incerested. I after investigation
a bill neets with cheir approval it 15 endorsed and every effort 1s made to
secure is passage. From 1911 to 1917 the women's legislative commirree
secured copies of laws already in successful operation in other Stares and

framed »ills to meet cheir own needs. These were always submicted to two

young hwyers, Dan B. Shields and Carl Badger, who corrected any flaws
which night jeopardize their constitutionalicy. Among the women who
Compris these « ommuittees are Mrs. Cohen, coairman, Miss Sarah M [.e'lilﬁ_![‘.._!
of the Felief Sox Iery; Mrs. Adella W I'..J.!'\'.j-[l':.. and Mrs. Julia Brixen of the
Y.LM.IA ; Mrs. Richards and Mrs Hayward of the Suffrage Council; Mrs
C. M. McMahon, president, Mrs. Peter A. Simpkin, Mrs, A, V, Taylor and
Mrs. Sellon 1. Clawson, members of the Federation of Women's Clubs.
Ill-'ll.llnr !.|'|1:|5.|.|rll:l'f'.'s since statehood there have |'11-|'|| WOImen rn{-mlwr\;
and ther work has been along expected lines. In 1896, the year Urah was
admittel to the Union, Dr. Martha Hughes Cannon was elected o che
State Sewire, the first woman in the Unired States to receive that honor

Several vomen were elected to the Lower House then and orhers in the

YEars ILr|"“I‘:_L: -‘\Il!_'.!l.'\i Elorm mMeEasuns wWere ‘-t'l'|[f{'1i by Mrs .\L_-r}' (-_1
Coulter,who sat in the Lower House and was made chairman of the Judiciary
Commirtee in 1903, There was a li;]l_i_; interum \\|‘|: N No WoImen were sent o
the Legilature bur in 1913 four were elecred, Mrs. Annie Wells Cannon, Dr.
Skolhelc Mrs, Elizabeth Ellerbeck Reid and Mrs. Annie H. King. They were
instrummeal in securing the Mothers' Pension Law and the Minimum Wage
Law andthrough Mrs. Cannon che bureau of emigration labor was provided
with a wvoman deputy to look after the women and children workers. Utah
already lad an equal guardianship law but largely through the efforts of Mss
Cannon t was improved and is now regarded as a model and has been copied
by otherstates, She is a representative daughrer of Mrs. Wells

Inigrs Mrs. Elizabeth A. Hayward and Mrs. Lily C. Wolstenholme
were eleced and ro the former the improved child labor law must be credited.
In 1917she was re-elected and Dr. Grace Stratton Airy and Mrs. Daisy
(_. ﬂ"l‘l'iul.:ﬂ!l' H‘.t.'r!li_u_'r's of {J‘.r' |,1W.L'r Hl_u:,r_- l]uf:“;: 1915=-10917 E"EW\

rasing tie age of protection tor girls ro 18 and requiring equal pay for equal




¢ Balfor

work were enacted. Mrs. Hayward, at the request of the women's Legislativi
e resolun on calling on Congress to submiut the Federal

of. In 1919 Dr. Awry was
|

re-elected and Mrs. Anna G. Piercy and Mrs. Deloma Blakely were elected

)
Councul, introduced

Amendment. In 1918 she was elecred State Sens

to the Lower House. Alwogecher there have been chirteen women members
of the Legislarure. No State has better laws relating to women and children
than Utah

It has been difficult to persuade the women to stand for important
offices. The modern furious pace set by campaigners and the severance of home
ties for le ng 1\L'TJ1J{:|‘: are not alluring to wives and mothers but chey Aind many
public activities through which to exercise their execurtive abilities. They sit
on the boards of many State and local institutions and serve on commirttees for
civic and A considerable number have filled an

educanional work

i ] -
hiling city and county «

Mrs. L. M. Crawford has a responsible position

in the office of the Srare Land Board. Mrs. McVicker was Stare Superintendent

of Schools. In 1917 aneEw -.].fE‘.I.'H'I'I nt was added o f_hc: mCeE of '-!I! ."'n[i'l.tal'-.'

General to secure pensions for those veterans who had served in the Indian
wars of Utah. Mrs. Ehizabecth M. Cohen was given early custody of the old
[ndian War Records and was ramed Commissioner of Pensions. In order to
prove the claims of these men and women she cooperated with the Pension
Bureau at Washingron, D.C, Up to date out of a possible 1,500 whose claims

have meric nearly 7

pensionrs II.1'\'I i"l'l N grantt IL, t"l"ill__t.’[l){.,'_ INLo lht' State

the sum of $4¢

When Hl‘lb'h_iﬂ: Young established those monuments his name, the

Brigham Young University of Provo and the Brigham Yo College of

||:l:.|r. in 'L-‘_'_. i':t :‘i__'_:_n! women on their boards '\1r} ?\.1__ ] Coray ol
Provo served ten years tor the tormer and Protessor Ida M. Cook for the latter
.“I'- Gates Was r:‘E.h.E[" a rrustee of the university In 1501, ‘-\'i"::-..'.l E‘-.\_-[;‘.[; shi
still occupies, while her sister, Mrs. Zina Young Card. has been a truste
since 1914. Mrs. Gares was on the board of the Stare Agriculeural College
100%=1913, Mrs. A. W. McCune was on this board ten years, seven of them
its vice-presidene. Mrs. Rebecca M. Litele, Mrs. Antoinecce B, Kinney and
[or, Belle A, Gummel have been regents of the university. Professor Maude
May Babcock has been dean of physical educarion and expression since 1892
and a trustee since 1897. Her culture and personality have left an indelible
impress on the history of chis Seat

From the beginning women have allied themselves with the different
;--iirl-.:| JAArTIES, ocasionally {] umuong on a great ssue i:i—,r_ l|'1.1| ol

I’l'!-l'l'l‘-l‘- WO F'f-'ﬂ-ﬂ'é ‘:1'!:: rime they were enfrand "!'.:‘-ﬁ! I.'“' Ei':l: STATe CONSTItUTIoOn
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they have received the recogmition of the parties. In 1900 women were sent as
delegares and alrernates to both national presidential conventions and Mrs
Cohen seconded the nomination of William Jennings Bryan. A number were
sent in following years. In 1908 Mrs. Margaret Zane Cherdron was ac elegate
and a presidential elecror, carrying the vote to Washington, She was one of
the two received by President Taft and was royally entertained while in che
capital. Among other women who have acted as delegates and alternaces since
190C are Mrs, William H. Jones, Mrs. Hayward, Mrs. Sarah Ventrees, Mrs.
Gares, Mrs. Lucy A, Clark. Mrs. B. T F”'e:']’_ Mrs. L. M. Crawford., Mrs. Alice
E. Paddison

Women have cheir represencation on all political commirtees—Mrs.
Hayward is a member of the Democratic Nacional Committee—and cheir
participation in polinics is accepred withoue question. There are about 10,00
maore women voters than men vorers. Asa rule .:i\r:m QO per ent II!.ll:-[' wWoImen
vore and abour 85 per cent of the men, as some of che latter are in the mines or
out of the State for various reasons. Among the Republican leaders are Ms
Wells, Mrs. Gares, Mrs. Cherdron, Mrs. Jannette A. Hyde, Mrs. Cannon,
Mrs. Wolstenholm, Mrs. Loufborough, Mrs. William Spry, Mrs. Reed Smoot;
Mrs Martha B. Keeler of Provo and Mrs. Georgina G, Marriott of Ogden.
The Democraric party has |!il1ld[1"hl1ill;: its leading women Mrs, Richards, Mrs.
Alice Merrill Horne, Mrs. Cohen, Mrs, Hayward, Gwen Lewis Licele, Mrs,
Piercy, Mrs. 8. 8. Smich, Mrs. Annice Dee, Mrs. Inez Knight Allen and Miss
Alice Revnolds

No State exceeded Utah in the proportion of the work done by
women during the World War. Mrs. Clarissa Smith Williams was che
unamimous chowce for chairman of the State branch of the Woman's Council
of MNanional Defense. She was eminent |:\ fitred for chis positon 1!|rl_.“_;_'§'| her
long experience as first counsellor to Mrs. Emmeline B, Wells, head of che
Relief Society, and every demand of the Government was fully met.

RATIFICATION. At the request of the Suffrage Council and without
urging, Governor Simon Bamberger called a speciil session of the Legislature
tor Sept. 30, 1919, to ratify the Federal Suffrage Amendment submirced
the preceding June. The resolution was presented by Senator Elizabeth
A. Hayward and was ratified unanimously by both Houses within thirry
minutes, The Governor signed it withour delay. The women and the
Legislarure had helped in every possible way to secure the Amendment and
the entire Urah delegation in Congress had voted for

A striking event in the train of possible fruitful activities lefr behind

was the visit of the great leader, Mrs. Carrie ( hapman Carr, president of the




le for the Ballos
National American Suffrage Association, with her a vounyg assistants, who
1}.‘ l\._lil gl

Parker and Mrs L]fjf’n MNelson Penheld, chairmen in the Nattonal Leagu

ame to Utah for Nov. 16-18, 1919. She was accompanied

f Women Vorers, and Miss Marjorie Shuler, director of publicity for che

National Association. The convention, held in the Assembly Hall, was in
charge of the Suffrage Council, its president, Mrs, Richards, assisted by Mrs
Cohen and Mrs. E. E. Corfman. A long and valuable program was carried
out. Mrs, Catt spoke in the Tabernacle on Sunday afrerncon, introduced by
President Charles W. Penrose with a glowing tribute to her power as a leader,

to the sincerity and womanliness of her character and to the catholicity ol

'It F vision .:”L‘i ‘x'_\ ﬁ'}_;"a.{i!l). There were b jucts, teas =.1'."|L4i 1'{:'_1:|:'\[.'|It‘\

the convention the Suffrage Council, which had rendered

At the close o
such splendid service for the past twenty years, was merged into the Stace
League of Women Vorers and Mrs. Richards willingly resigned her leadership

to its chairman, Mrs. Clesson 5. Kinney

On Feb. 12, 1920, a jubilee celebration was held in honor of the hftieth

anmiversary of the s ming of the woman suffrage bill by che Territorial
[Acting) Governor S. A. Mann. There was also celebrated che granting of the
complete franchise by the immense majority of the voters in 18g5

Utah celebrated in Sale Lake Cicy August 30, with a grear demon
stration, the triumph of woman suffrage in the United Seates through the
ratihication of the Federal Amendment, which had been proclaimed August
20, It was introduced with an impressive parade led by bands of music and

the program of ceremonies was carried out on the steps of the State Capitol

Lrovernor H.'.T'::Z EET, former Governor Heber M. Wells, (_-.!.’i_._' ressman E. O
Leatherwood and Mayor C. Clarence Neslen joined the women in congratu
":l.!: Mrs. Lydha Alder

latory addresses. Mrs. Richards, Mrs. Hannah Lapish
veteran suffragists, told of che carly struggles and Mrs. Beulah Storrs Lewis

ippealed to women to keep high the standard in order to lead men our of
the darkness of war inro the light of brotherly love and make ready for world
peace. Mrs. Annie Wells Cannon and Mrs. Susa Young Gares were appointed
to send a telegram of congratulation to Mrs, Catt. The celebracion was under
the auspices of the League of Women Voters, whose chairman, Mrs. Kinney,
presided. The most impressive figure on the platform was President Emme
line B. Wells, g2 years old, who had voted since 1870 and who had labored
all these years for chis glorious achievement. What those dim eyes had seen
of history in the lT‘.J.E-;J:J_;_', what those old ears had heard and whar thar clear

brain had conceived and carried our anly her close 1ares knew. She was

the incarnate higure of render, delicate, eternally nined womanhood
&

arnived and criumphant.



T

I'be Histor

Notes

if Weman Suf)




3
In Their Own Bebalf

The Politicization of Mormon Women

and the 1870 Franchise

LoiLA VA WAGENEN

III'IIIII'U.lhlfl_'|}' upon the passage of territorial legislation enfranchsing Urah'y
women in 1870, almost fifty years before the Nineteenth Amendment
extended the vote to American women, argume nts erupted betwesn the Mo

mon and non-Mormon community over the reasons behind chis legislation

since that cume, historians have ntinued o diss

ol
the Mormon-dominated legisliture. Some dismiss this early woman suffruge
Urah as Mormon women were passive 1 ipients ol
VOl r le leade r~.':|:i Still others ; convinced the a
was progressive, the resulr of ¢ generally egalitarian ideology
'\rl‘.;-:'-‘.' Ei‘l'_"\ :1!'?.1} of OpIons, It 15 50md w e sur o hnd thar

what has been i}\'f:IjU{JI:itd 15 the |=->-.~.|t»|||r~. that Mormon womer themselves
had a role in Ht‘!_'Lli'Hl}__: cheir suffrage, This oversight is no doubt due in part
to the face thar Mormon women did not publicly drafc peticions, nor did
they hold public demonstrations to seek enfranchisement. As a result, many
historians have concluded that they were not politically active uneil after

".II“'u.I.'.'r' and then i,‘l]!}' In response (o artempts to disfranchise them Had
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these scholas studied the actions of Mormon women within cheir chorch, a
different vier might have emerged

There s ample evidence that Mermon women were not disinteresred
recipients of he vote. Their reaction to enfranchisement readily demonscrates
their involvenent,. Moreover, they had nor been politicized overnight: many
were well pepared in 1870 to assume an active political role in cheir
communitieScorr 1986-87). Both their religious and community activicies
politicized Normons and helped lead to the 1870 franchise. Alchough
Mormon wonen did not openly seek suffrage, 1 believe they were activists
in their ownbehalf, and their actions contributed to their enfranchisement.
The record aso shows thar Mormon women were not totally isolated in far-

away Umh. "hey engaged many of the same problems and sought similar

solutions as ad women's advocares in the Stares

For Momon women, 1870 sig ¢ end of a politicization thar had

bt"_EUH in the 18408 and the :T‘-tg:."iﬂi!'!'_' of a visable and A Eressive ;\u_-i:ru:a]
ACTIVISIT 1 }I. |-r'h 0SS OO =_Jrru|_i 13} Ihl’r.'r.' SLages he hirst by gan in ._“'l..li_]"-l'_'ﬂl.
where some Normon women were taughe that all the doctrines of the restored
gospel, incluing polygamy, signaled a new era for women. Promised equaliry
and privilegs geeater chan chey had ever known, women participated in
Chureh govenance through che “religious franchise,”" the Church’s merhod
of vating (Canon 1860, Gates n.d.; Gates and Widtsoe 1928, 7-9).

Clear evdence of a new era was most expressly manifest by the founding
of the Femalt Relief Society of Nauvoo in 1842. Sarah Kimball is credited
with the orignal idea tor the society, although the Prophet Joseph Smith
blessed and sincrified the organization (Derr 1987; Crocheron 1884, 27: Derr
1976; Jenson 1901, 4:373). The Relief Society helped the sisters develop

many ot I'!'Lr' wame skills other American wWomen Were i".l.riilfi;' in c!E'f‘;li.:!’
benevolent asociations (see Berg 1978). But in addition, Mormon women
took their firt uniced F‘H[IIH'-J] action when they drafred—and delivered—
a petition to the governor of Illinois seeking protection for the community
of Nauvoo.! farsh Kimball later claimed that when the Relief Sociery was
established, “the sure foundations of the '\||r"fr.q._l|n- Ciuse were |_It-:-_-}‘-l}-' and
pfrm;mvrlrly aid" (18g2). In rhe ll]j]'lr'.l\f.ﬂ Il!”[l\\r‘lll}_: the death of _IUSEP]'I
Smith, the Relief Society was temporarily disbanded by Brigham Young
The Mormon sisters, however, resented giving up their organization and
were firm in their convicrion thar [hf-i_.' had specilic powers in r&l.umnship o
it. Angered by these assertions, Brigham Young lashed out saying, “When
I want Sisters or the Wives of the members of the church to ger up Relief
Society | will summon them o my aid bur until that time lec them scay at

home & if youser Fernales huddling together veto the concern and if they say
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Joseph started it tell chem it 15 2 damned lie for | know he never enouraged

it” (in Derr 1987, 163)

['he women, however, wese steadfast in their belief that the Sogery wa
rnighetully their own oreamzacion, They requently asserted cheir corvictions
by quoting Joseph Smith’s promise: “I now turn the key to you in the name of
God and this Seciety shall rejoice and knowledge and intelligence swall flow
down from this time” (Minutes, Nauvoo, 28 April 1842). The activsm that
Mormon women initiated in Nauvoo established a pattern of parte 1pation
that defined the first critical stage of their process of politicization. By the
time the Saints were forced o leave Nauvoo, an inchoarte sistertood had
emerged, one thar quickened on the Grear Plains. Survival on the vesrward

trek dictared CoOperanon among Mormon women, and many learnedrhrough

that ordeal and whar followed both leade |--_|'::|_- and in

pendence

€
|

1 & =
['he second sStage of podiliCizanion dates from the Saines’ 1847 arrival

in the Grear Basin o the & the Civil War. It was rnime of seveire stress

tor Mormon women. Plural marriage, combined with the frequent alling of
males on Church missions, left many women alone to provide matenally and
emotionally for the welfare of their families, In addition, Leonard Arringron
has described this era as marked by "harsh hyperbole, offensive rheoric and
militant posturing” on the parc of Brigham Young and federal offiials. The
passage of the 1862 Antibigamy Act reinforced the national atticudes toward
Mormons and polvgamy (1685, 300), When that rhetoric was directed toward
Mormon women, it appears, at best, insensitive and at worst arnvi-female

¥ S b 1 1 i
(Evans 1980, 13). These were difficulr vears for Sarah Kimball, wlo taught

chool tor several yvears under “very trymg circumstances, and, acowding to

of the need 10

an early biography, became “even more than ever conving

change workin

g conditions of women who were in compefinon with men
She saw “no other method char could be so effectual as the elective Fanchise
(Jenson 1001, §-190) It is not clear, however, how t‘-r(sﬁdij. her sentiments
were shared

In spite of these difficulties and constraints, Mormon women wnrinued
their organizational efforts, They established a Femnale Council of Healch
in 1851 to discuss personal health matters and were active partidpants in
the Polysophical Society, a western version of the lyceum which sponsored
lectures by wvisiting scholars or dignitaries. Finally, on women's nitiative,
between 1847 and 1856, various forms of the Relief Society made brie
reappearances in a decentralized and ad hoc form (Jensen 1983; Naisbirt
1 800, By iitl’ I975,1) f'r‘.l'u-.l.:h-h::-' this st -.1-i'|,-_i !;!:_1;__'.'1_ ;5‘\_;" 0. Women
participated in various public efforts to help their own poor as wellas Native

Americans in the territory and promoted the health and well-being of other



v learned to move forward care fully

women. I these efforts, ¢l

.I.'\vJJI'_’ F‘r'n!'- ms, bur forcefully enougn oo break new ground

I'he hird stage of politicization ran from 1865 to the end of the decade
Though bign, the Utah War had been expensive for the Saints, and anti-
Mormon entiment was on cthe rise. Realizing thar he had to find a less
|+11’I1|.".II'|\| way to deal wich the national EOvVErnment, |‘|r|::h_u|u Y:Jljl_]l-r; h_-—:__;,.:‘.
reassessing past economic policies and renewed an emphasis on cooperative
etforts, induding home manufacturing. In this climate, Mormon women
worked fo the permanent reestablishment of the Relief Sociery. Fliza R
Snow, Presdent Young's mose crusced female counsel, was not officially set

Apare as |'t-.|||'| nt of the “sisterhood”™ unti, 188 bur was authorized to

reorganizeche Relief Sociecy in 1867 (Derr 1987, 172). "The time had come,’
she stated, “for sisters ro act in a wider spher=" (Minures 1867)

Whie each ward Relief Sociery was officially under the “guidance™ of
thi i“-'uhlli programs and priorities reflected the counsel of Eliza R. Snow
and the vison of individual ward presidents. In the Salt Lake City Fifteenth
Ward, Sarin Kimball was determined ro prowve that women could coneribare

economicily to the communiry. She renaciously promoted home manufacour-
ing, whichincluded a variety of homecrafts such as scraw hats and handmade
eloves as vell as food items, and the construction of a storehouse Ananced,
owned, anc operated !1}' women (Minures 4 Jan., 15 Feb,, 18 June, [L"‘;']LI]\'_
14 Aug. 1B6H), Her statement when the Sale Lake City Fifteenth Ward

i h.l.=|1 I's conerstone was |.I|-i indhicares her S L] }H-r-‘ TOF WOIMmEen s & lzrltirni-., in
dependen A woman's allotted sphere of labor is not suthciently extensive
and varied o ble her 1o exercise all {her] (o VEn powers NOr are
her labors nade suthcoently remunerative o af her thar independence
compatiblewith true womanly dignity”™ (Minutes 12 Nov, 1868)

Wheher Kimball, Snow, and orhers saw economic independence as
|}

i step towrd political activity is unclear. However, Kimball thoughe it

right for wwmen to be independent, bur she was careful not to appear too

autonomou. Programs were always approved by local male authoricties. Eliza
Snow also romoted programs of self-im provement and instructed the siscers
that the tine would come “when we will have to be in large places and
act 1n respmsible situarions” (Minures 25 April 18B68), At the same time,
she consistnely reminded women of cheir duty as wives and mothers and
of the impirtance of obedience, Nevertheless, the practical experience in
Lli MMIESTIC CONIMIEeTy |.1| 1'111('|’]‘I’|‘-1_'~, cthe commitment to sell Iimprovement, .Illd
the constan athrmation of their spiritual powers had produced a vibrant sense

of sisterhocl. The Relief Society provided a sancrioned setting in which o

discuss wonen's rights and re ~i"“l'|‘-'.!'-l|l[l"_"|.
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By 1869, the success of various Relief Sociery efforrs was gaining publi
attenuon in Zion—many men who had been skeprical began praising the
women’s accomplishments. Among the women, pride and growing self-
esteem were palpable. Change was aloft in the community of Mormon
women. As an example, in the past when chey were portrayed in anti-
polygamy actacks as degraded viceims, Mormon women had chosen not to
respond; now increasingly they came to their own defense

Ironically, inding a way to end polygamy was the motivarion behind che
earhest proposal to enfranchise Utah's women. The underlying ASSLMpPLion
among non-Mormons was that Mormon weren would vore to end polygamy
This tactic was suggested by the New York Times in 1867 (reprint, Deserer
News, 15 Jan. 1867; Beeton 1986, x) and was subsequently introduced as
A t”“ in the | |r|f.:-d atares € Ongress 'hr the surprise ol the |.'-!':i'- ﬁ]'&]l]:c'rs‘

both Utah’s territorial repr

esentative and the press in Urah received the
proposal favorably; as a resulr 1c was subsequently abandoned. But from this
LM l-'-r'.\.lr-f. th IssUe of worman \.I”.F.J.._'i was increasingly -.|_l.n L]\‘:tL-:I m [}'tf_'
territory—>by women as well as men

Junuary 1870 signaled a turning pointin che politicization of Mormon
women, They had screngthened the posicion of their most valuable activist
organization, the Relief Society. Widening their sphere of activicy, they had
thoroughly debated women'’s roles. Their gender consciousness appears clear.
They had moved into a highly visible public arena that they energecically
sustained for the rest of the century

I'wo events mark 1870 as a warershed in the history of Mormon women
and political activism. Firse, in early January three thousand women g.ui‘-_-

tion

ered in a “great indignation meering” to protest anti-polygamy legi
introduced in the national Congress. Then in February, acting GovernorS. A
l'\[.lilll. a non-Mormon., S1ENI d the woman ‘.L]Hr,llr_r.- ]1|“ passe .\l by the rerrito-
eial legislarure. The circumstances surrounding these events show Mormon
women as outspoken public activises in their own behalf

I'he arrival in the territory in December 1869 of a new anti-polygamy
bill, the Cullom Act, propelled Mormon women into political acrivism
Among other things, the Cullom Bill stipulated that anyone believing in
polygamy would be denied the right to vote or serve on a jury. Though the
Saints no doubt knew the bill had been introduced in Congress, seeing it
in print must have been a shock—Dboth the substance and language were
outrageous and insulting. In fact, a number of non-Mormons found the bill
offensive and spoke against its passage (Deserer News, 9 March 1870).

Mormon women were especially outraged, which was noching new, bur

now their response was boldly public. They called for a meeting 6 January




en’s public protest; in pry was approved by Church
leaders.” Sarah Kimball opened the discussion stating, “Mormon women
would be unworthy of the names we bear or of the blood in our veins

should we longer remain s

Eliza Snow added char it was “high cime

tor Mormon women to “rise up in the digmity of our .-',1';'L|n§ and speak for
ourselves.” The group vored unanimously to hold a protese, and a commirte
dratted resolutions. After the resolutions were read and approved, the meeting
took an even more aggressive turn, Bathsheba Smith stated that she was
pleased with the actions thus far, then moved "thar we demand of the Gov
the right of franchise.” The women vored, and the “vore carnied.” Then Lucy
W. Kimball, staring thar “we had borne in silence as _i\‘J:'[",__: as 1t was our duty
to bear,” moved char the women “be represented in Washingron.” Eliza Snow

and Sarah Kim {

EleCTed

ds represen

tives” (Minures, 19 Feb. 1870)

: " ' .
In response to such beld action, one might have expected newspaper

headl

s the next u-'l‘ to have read " Women to Seek Franchise from Urah

Governor,” or "Snow and Kimball Elected to Represent Mormon Women in
Washingron ]T'.‘_uh'.hi.-'r'.": days later, the Dererer News headline read, “Minuces
of a Ladies Mass Meening.” The article, which included the comments by
Saranh Kimball and Eliza Snow as well as W full ¢ opy of [hE protest re \n|,||| 1,
blandly concluded: “Miss E. R. Snow, Mrs, L. W, Kimball and Mrs, B, Smich
made a few very appropriate remarks expressing their hearty concurrence in
the movement and in the measures adopred by the F'mi-[mg_" The article was

signed by Sarah Kimball.” It fails to menton both the mocion to seek the

tranchise and Eliza Snow’s and Sarah Kimball's election as representacives to
Washington
[his represents a fascinatung editorial decision

meeting minutes show solid evidence of the quickening political behavios

Mormon women, excluding both motions from the [-ubhg record obscured
their cHtorts from immediate public (and eventual hiscorical) scrutiny, There
are several possible reasons for the omission, The sisters chemselves may have
worried abour appearing too aggressive or about using the Relief Sociery
for their own agenda—accusations that had been leveled at Emma Smich
in Nauvoo—thereby endangering the position of the Relief Society; or the
women may have wanred ro discuss their resolutions with the Brethren before
announcing them publicly, The dis fepancy may also show one reason why
Mormon women'’s ]:\(?lifll. al acuvities are so difficult to trace: the women were
more interested in being effective than visual. A low profile may have been
critical to cheir success, and they knew it. Clearly, however, Mormon women
had been talking privately about suffrage, and prior to their enfranchisement

they were trying o do something abour it
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Another possible reason for not publicizing their 6 Januvary action
on woman suffrage was the immediately upcoming mass protest meeting,
which needed planning. This “Great Indignarion Meeting”™ held 13 January
1870, brought three thousand women ro the Sale Lake Tabernacle to hear
the “leading sisters” of the Church speak from its pulpit for the first time
Though the meeting’s stared agenda was to protest the Cullom anti-polygamy
bill, proceedings indicate that some Momon women had come to see
polygamy as a women's rights issue. Although nine of the fourteen recorded
speakers spoke directly to the defense of polygamy without raising the issue
of women's rights or suffrage, five did broach the topic. In a surprising
opening remark, Sarah Kimball scared, “We are not here to advocare woman's
rights bur man's rights” (Deseret News, 16 Feb. 1870). Those anxious about
the danger of “strong-minded” women would undoubredly be reassured by
Kimball's comment. Maost likely, that was her intent. She did not, however,
overlook women's interests. She ended her speech, noting that not only
would the legislation “deprive our fachers, husbands and brothers™ of cheir
constitunional privileges, but “would also deprive us, as women, of the
|1r|\'1it-_1',r of selecting our hushands, and aguinst Hhis we most |ml.iuu|.iﬁz:1,“yr
protest” (Deseret News, 14 Jan, 1870, emphasis added)

[-ilrl-r“i"l'lf 'lll' |!-r[|"f_‘.'|[ St'T’\-‘l"d M I'Il”'lll'l['r ﬂIJ 11”|I1l]\('ﬁ_ _"\-"IUI'I'I]{II'I WOHmen
at last had o chance to show the outside world that they were arciculare and
willing to defend their beliefs. The newspaper coverage was perhaps the most
positive account ever given of Mormon women, and thar reflecred well on
the whole communicy. The Ogden Jamction on 23 March commented, “If the
Cragin and Cullom legislative burlesques have no other good effect, chey
have drawn out the ladies of Utah from silence and obscuriry, exhibived them
betore the world as women of thought, force and ability, who are able to make
strong resolutions and defend them with boldness and eloquence.”

I'he anti-polygamy campaign had unintended consequences for Mor-
mon women as well. The protest meeting proved to Mormon men charc the
women could organize a successful public demonstration and could be, in a
“wider .'.|'+!'|L'H'" of action, a valuable asset “ro the cause of Zion."” Mormon men
could only applaud the women's public defense of polygamy. The women
would not be accused of acting outside their appropriate sphere; defending
polygamy became a sanctioned mechanism by which women increased cheir
public participation

Only tour months before the meeting, Brigham Young had commented
that he wished more women would assume cheir rights: “the righrt ro stop
all folly in [cheir] conversation” and “the right to ask their husbands ro
fix up the front yard™ (JD 14:105; Evans 1980, 13) Obwviously he was




’.‘lu'llrd.ll' fgr I."_. F;|i1lll. i
not grappling seriously with woman's rights or '.\l.tﬂ-ﬂ'sl'._'l.' However, almost
immedhately following the protest meeting, artitudes changed; male Church
leaders moved in support of weman suffrage. Historian Leonard Arringron
asserts thar in the “aftermath” of the meering, "Brigham and other Mormon
leaders—borh men and womer—decided it would be helpful if the Utah
legislacure should pass an act granting woman \l]’r-irlt_e__‘_r:“ (1985, 364). By 12
February the territorial legislarure had passed the woman suffrage legislation
Women actively lobbied acting governor §. A. Mann, and, a week later he
signed the bill into law (Arrington 1985, 365)

;“.[ d \I.lt'l‘.((!l,”'llr maet |l'l:_: on 1< ['l"lfu.ll“, at {ht‘ "‘.llt L}kt (_|fz\ I"‘Tl"l.'r'.‘ h
Ward, Eliza Snow suggested a commirttee draft an “expression of gratitude
to the acting governor (Minutes 19 Feb. 1870).7 The task completed, the
meeting became a “feast of woman's anticipations” (Tullidge 1877, s02). If
this group shared a single political perception, it was that they had entered a
new phase in the “era of women.” Several speakers expressed their pleasure in
gaining the vote, which they referred to as the “reform.” Prescenda Kimball
said she was “glad to see our d,m_;_'hh rs elevared with man.” while Bathsheba
Smith “believed cthar woman was coming up in the world.” Other women

expressed words of caution. Margaret Smoot said that she "never had any

desire tor more rights,” that she had considered "pnhticx aside from the
sphere of woman.” Bur Willmirth East disagreed. "l cannor agree with Sister
Smoot in regard to woman's rights,” she declared, adding thar she had always
wanted “a voice in the politics of the nation, as well as to rear a family
Phebe Woodruff said she had “looked tor this day for years. . [The] yoke
on woman 15 partly removed,” she noted, adding “Ler us lay by, and wait
till the rime comes to use it, and not run headlong and abuse the privilege
iMinutes 19 Feb. 1850)

For Sarah Kimball, however, suffrage was a curning point. She rold che
women that she had “waited patiently a long time, and now that we were
granted the right of suffrage, she would openly declare herselt a woman's
rights woman.” She then "called upon those who would do so to back her up,
whereupon many manifested their approval” (Minutes 19 Feb. 1870). These
are not the words of a woman who had been rl'U_'[]I!tyu ]:"Ulil]'-'ilfd Moreover,
the rights she was referring to were not religious rights, bur the secular
tights of women: political, economic, and social. It is hardly surprising char
some women at the meeting were unready to "manifest cheir approval” and |
"back up” Sarah Kimball on woman’s rights. Declaring oncself a "woman’s
rights woman” was no doubt a bold move for any woman. The implication is
that Kimball now allied herself wich the more militant American subtfragises

The statement was so LI_'.r|r,.L-, in fact. that Sarah Kimball waired unril afrer
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suffrage was granted to declare herself publicly

Woman suffrage refocused che im!:! wcal acuviey of Mormon women. No
sponer were they enfranchised than che outside world moved o disfranchise
them. For the rest of the century, they were defenders of their own soffrage
and were joined in char defense by many woman suffrage activists from the

States. In turn, Mormon women were activists for the passage of woman’s

rights. The degree of help that Mormon women received in return was uneven,
Anti-polygamy activises tried ro dissuade national suffrage advocates from
defending woman suffrage in Urah, claiming that it only reinforeed the power
of the Mormon church and the scrength of polygamy. As a resulr, support
for Mormon women waxed and waned at various times for twenty-five years,
and it differed berween woman suffrage organizarions and among individual
suftragists

Ilt"\|';*t the etforts of many narional and local advocares of woman
suttrage, 1in 1887 all women in Urah were distranchised by a federal law
designed to destroy polygamy and to reduce the political and economic power
of the Church. Three years later the Mormons officially discontinued plural
marriage and began a vigorous campaign to secularize political life and ro
secure statehood, In 1895 woman suffrage was vigorously debated during che
constitutional convention, and despite fears that its inclusion might damage
the bid for starehood, its advocaces prevailec

A month later national suffrage leaders, including a vigorous but aging
Susan B. Anthony, were on hand to celebrate cthe victory with their sister-
suffragises in Utah. In a tribute to Anthony, Sarah Kimball discussed the
difficulty of the early years of the woman suffrage movement in Urah. She
said thar when she first read Anchony's publication, the Ravolutisn (1869),

cthony

she would not have “dared to 5ay the bold, grand things char Miss An
said That,” she states, would have made her "so unpopular,” she would
have hardly “dared to shoulder ic.” She continued, "As time rolled on we
were very careful” ("Conference™ 1895).

Ifasingle word could describe the operative mode for Mormon women,
it would be "careful.” They consistently guarded their words and acrions to
make sure the hierarchy never felr chreatened or interpreted the women's
goals as inconsistent with the goals of the church, Bur the women tenaciously
defended their right to participate in the political process. They knew thar
success was essential, but it was equally critical 1o succeed in the righe
way. A year after they were enfranchised, the leading sisters wrore a circalar
stating that "God through His servants had conferred on us the righr of
franchise for a wise purpose. This privilege has been granted without our

solicitation, and in this as well as in many other respects, we realize that
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women in Utah possess advantages greatly superior to women elsewhere
(Gates n.d.). The document is 1 good example of the careful way Mormon
wWiomen usw_-:_irr_-i] ]_hc'L |_'|I,=\,1l.l. IYI’liII, EXpress their ‘:,‘!'.il'ltﬂdt:, and VL seCure
their continuing activity, in this instance by claiming divine purpose for
their enfranchisement. By deflecting credit for their achievements, however,
Maormon women themselves contributed to the illusion thar they were not
agents in their own behalf. Hiding their agency was not uncommon for other
nineteenth-century women, and it is not uncommon today. But is it one
reason their political activism prior to 1870 has been overlooked

Mormon women helped gain suffrage by being activists in their own
behalf. Suffrage was not granted women in 1870 because of an overwhelming
egalitarian impulse on the part of the Brechren; rather the usual pragmaric
decision-making process was ar work. Four months before women were
enfranchised, the male leadership was stll undecided about the wisdom of

WOy

suffrage.® The women of Urah appear to have been enfranchised

only after they had proved their potential for political usefulness. And, in

fact. Mormon women did much to bubter RTOWINgG « 1 of the Church

and of E\.'JI:\.ILII_un‘_\' J:\}' secunng the Support of many non-Mormon sultragiscs
and by presenting to the Amernican public an alternative vision of Mormon
womanhood., Berween 1870 end 1890, Mormon women defended plural
marriage as a First Amendment right and womin's rights 1ssue, but they
also continued to agitate for woman suffrage after polygamy was no longer a
centril issue. In 1895 when woman suffrage was r stored, support for woman's
political equality in Utah, wh:le not unanimous clearly was broadly based
Thus the advocacy of woman suffrage was more than just expedient

By the time women in Utah were reenfranchised, Mormon suffragiscs
had earned the respect and friendship of many of their sister-sutfragsts, even
though they steadfascly maintained the divinity of their church and continued
to sustain and |:';_'l{::-,' its male leaders. Bur apart from TfEJE:LIL:\ 1s5ues, when
It Camé to F'“ll{]':d!' ecanomic, and socal r|_|.-im. of women, -"lll"rfif‘.ll women
were, as Sarah Kimball would have said, "heart and hand” with the female

acrivists of the world.

Nortes

i Eleanor Flexner notes a difference berween Mormon and non-Mormon inter

pretations of chis event, Mormon historians, she stares, see the enfranchisement
as the “logical extension of an egalitanan attitude roward women basic to the

Mormon creed.” But to Flexner, a non-Mormon, woman sutfrage was an in-



terply of other lorces, t sigmbcart beng ol el of «cl

o “aulist the help of w MNST the passag | Li=-podyga

i 14 Ir wicrast, non-Mormon historians Man Jo B -

Buh! see woman suffrage 1o Urah as the act of a “progressive Mormo

arch 197H, Introduction); likewise Momon historian Thomas Alexander
SERCe that worman '.|J.'!f.|l|-_'r_' was a reflecrion of PIORressive senoment in ad-

vanciof the rest of the nation” (1970, 38), while another Mormon hiscorian,
Richrd Van Wagoner, sees che activities of Mormon women as “orchescrated
by th Marmon hiesarchy” (1086, 100). Beverly Beeron concludes that Mor
monvomen were “pawns” (1986, 37), and Anne E Scott sees woman suffrage

as "o some extent a pift from the male hierarchy™ (1 WHG-87. 10). Today,

as mnorther aspects ...l- N the ald line between Morn

00 Znd

non=-Aormon ferpreian mMCr nEly Dlurred
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Mauren Umenbach Bet Lt [ 1 Mulvay Derr
ThelLarter<lay Saints j A Briet Survey
Ltk Ppery tm LIS Hii ry: Histonical Department

of th Church of Jesus Christ of Larcer-day Saints, 1979). Edward Tul =

Womar of Mormongom (1877 Salr Lake Ciry, 1974) states thar women worked

[or pusage bur does not document the statement
Severl hundred Mormon women signed the pecition, which Emma Smich and
othervomen then took to the governor. Joseph Smich attended a |h-|1rj-r-5r,|t'1u:.
meetng in August of 1842 and cthanked the women for having taken “the
nse (Minures,  Nauvoo, Aug 1842
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sutira 1 e et (¢ [0 pPpolvEAMmYy Cam trom William Ray in 18s¢
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requeted permiss

(Kimull, Prare, and Horne 188¢

Two utterent essays 3'1.‘, historians repart on this parce of the meeting, but
neithe refers to a vote on the suffrage motion or to Lucy W, Kimball's mocion
Bevery Beeton states: A Sister Smith’ even demunded of the governor chat
wome be allowed to vore. At the close of the meeting Eliza Snow ., " {19806,

31} leported in this way, what happened becomes only one insignificant

woma demanding the vore, rather than a motion made and passed by the
wholeSociety, Maureen Ursenbach Beecher, Carol Cornwall Madsen, and Jill
Mulvy Derr

we dmand of che povernor

Later in the meeting one Sister Smach rose to move chart

of tranchisu W he

the motion was

CRITIEY OF MO, and wbetherT o d reached the legislature s

kK now 170, 10)




the legislation.” Accordi

the Grovernor was a as much embarrassed as they were™ (1870)
o] For comments showing a lack of resolve on woman suftrage from both Ge OF g

Q. Cannon and Brigham Yeung, see Deerer News, 6 August 18649, and the fD
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Eliza R. Snow and the Woman Question
JrL Murvay DERR

Elrza R. Snow, “Woman”

Irl the 11308, contemporary with the beginning of Mormonism, a new
WOImAN rmovement was stirning in America, A small bur vocal group of

American vomen involved in the abolitionist cause had come to a frightening

awareness ¢ their own lack of legal and property rights. Increasingly women

r:'-'_u.a_jlllft-.i'i' cir _|l-.:_r‘| (O Organize and spd ak out tor their own cause. .!I".-.E

in 1848, with the early woman's rights convention at Seneca Falls, New

York, an oranized woman's moven r was underway. With thar movem

that Americans would actively ask until 192

came the geston
suttrage anendment was finally rarified: Whar is woman's position? What
are her righs? What is her sphere? Feminists concluded that woman'’s rights
had been uurped and her sphere confined, They were eager to break down
the establined order thar had so long kept woman under what Elizabeth
Cady Stanvn termed che "absolute tyranny” of man

Womn converted to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

in the year following its 1830 organization, however, were not concerned

with breakng down an existing order, but rather with establishing a new

order—rtheXingdom of God. As thar kingdom grew, the sphere of Mormon

First publiskd in BYU Sradees 16 (Winter 1976): 250-—64, under the author's bi
Name, _]Il.l C Mulvay Reprinted by PSS
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women was enlarged. Sisters were early encouraged to exercise spiritual gifts
such as speaking in tongues; later, they participated in baptisms for the dead
and temple ordinances; and they administered to the sick by the laying on of
hands. Early in che 18305 Latter-day Saint women began voting in gencral
Church assemblies.’ In 1842 the Propher Joseph Smith responded to the
women’s desire to be organized, and established the Female Relief Societ y ol
Nauvoo “to look to the wants of the POor, " “ro teach the female part of the
community,” and "to save souls

All of this was part of the growing Kingdom, a k:n\gdum directed
by the priesthood-bearing hierarchy of the Church. The rights, sphere, and
position of Mormon women were derermined by the pronouncements ol
its male prophets, seers, and revelators. But Mormon women themselves
distinguished subjugation to man's “absolute tyranny” from submission to
the 1‘T|fn[h(qu{ They insisted upon defending their role, not defiming it
Beginning in the carly 1870s, in response to anti-polygamy legislation and
a nationwide characterization of Mormon women as “poor and degraded,
Latter-day Saint sisters became increasingly vocal abour their position as
women within the Church

“Da you know of any |1|;‘|gl_" on the fice of the (':.11"[1'!. where woman
has more liberry, and where she enjoys such high and glorious privileges as
she does here, as a Lacter-day Saint?"Y Eliza R. Snow asked some five or six
thousand women gathered in the Salt Lake Tabernacle in January 1870 to
protest against anti-polygamy legislation, Zion's poctess and Female Relief
Society president would never complain of usurped rights or a conhned
sphere of activity, and she promise d her sisters that no woman in Zion would
need to mourn because her spaere was oo narrow. Eliza Snow's assertions
were not mere rhetoric. During the 1870s the sphere of the nineteenth
cencury Mormon woman was L"qmmhn,l: By rhe 18803 Mormon women had
signifcant duties and responsibilicies inside and outside cheir homes. Ar the
first meeting of the International Council of Women ar Washington, 1.0
in 1888, Utah's delegate reported that 400 Relief Societies in Utah held
property valued at $95,000, many societies owning the halls in whie h they

met.! Mormon women published their own biweekly newspaper titled the

Waman's Exponent. The Relief Society managed a hospiral with a woman as
resident surgeon. And the women of Zion had concribured significantly to
the rerricory’s economy through cheir participation in silk production and
their mercantile cooperatives promoting home manufacture.” By the turn of
the century Mormon women had made political, economic and social gains
within their own culture comparable to gains made by their more vocal

ll.l.[ln!l;ii 'xuri-_'.l_l.,'ut'\ in ':.li{ i.ir]_‘rl‘ _‘\]'!l-.":l'n an culture
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This host of Utah women was for more than twenty years caprained
by Elia Roxcy Snow, “presidentess™ of all Latter-day Saint organizations
for wonen |]t'\l|1'_l"l.i!{'f{ t:\ hr,l‘ SISCers an ”r'lg'L't I_u,!'.'.' \ht‘ was \.1[;] o h‘n'{_-
precedence “in almost everything pertaining to woman's advancement among
her pewle.™ Not only was she an able adminiscraror, she was an eloquent
eEnuncutor 'L'l'ill- [1r|N'|.l|It1H| (-}nln h 1Ii|='rr:|r]r' to her sisters 1n F\:x-:r':,'l prose,
and orwory that would fill volumes. Add to these distinctions the eminence
of beiny a wife, consecutively, of both Joseph Smith and Brigham Young, and
the aur of spiritual gifts such as speaking in tongues and healing, and it is
not diffcult tounderstand why this poetess-presidentess pr ’I'Nt'\\-{‘!'{}pht'tﬂb
wits provably the most widely heard and widely heeded woman in nineteench
century Mormondom.” What 15 woman's position? What are her rights?
What & her sphere? Eliza R. Snow certainly influenced (if nor sometimes
dicratec) both practical and theoretical responses of Mormon women to the
WOHMEADN JUestion

Tie tocal point of late nineteenth century women's issues was suffrage.
In that natrer Mormon women were for some years ahead of women involved
in the mrional suffrage movement, women in Utah receiving in 1870 the
tranchis for which their Eastern sisters would bactle for the next five decades.
They hal staged no demonstrations and apparently circulated no peticions.
The sigature of Eliza R. Snow headed fourteen signatures on a memorandum
to acting rerritorial governor Stephen Mann praising his "liberality and
gentleminly kindness” in signing the bill granting suffrage. But Eliza never
would hve led her sisters in an effort to take the right of suffrage by storm

She disrusted “rthat class known as ‘strong minded’ who are strenuounsly

and unfinchingly advocating ‘woman’s rights,” and some of them ar least,
ii.l.”!ll[! woman s sovercigney ‘-.:l:l-.]\ ﬂ,i-_'[:'r:rl_u [ht["‘.l'l\r\ '\-\l[h Eh(— |-r:|t_-,=|
that win ingress to the ballot box and access to financial offices, they shall
accomplsh the elevation of woman-kind.” She explained, “Not thar we are
opposed to woman suffrage . Bur to think of a war of sexes which
the wonan's rights movement would inevitably inmugurate, creates an
involunary shudders!™

In 1872, while Susan B. Anthony was being arrested in Rochester,
New Yok for her actempr to register and vote, Eliza R. Snow encouraged
Mormor women to cast their more easily secured ballots. She possessed
enough jolitical acumen to see the advantages of female suffrage, especially
in Utah." Your vote counts as much, weighs as heavily, as President Young's,
Brother 5. A. Smith’s or Brother D. H. Well's, hence you should consider
yourselvs important on election day,” she counseled her sisters. She told

Ogden lelief Societies, "[God] has given us the right of franchise,” and it




15 “as necessary to vote as to pray.” Wich lllinois and Missouri persecutions
vivid enough in her memory, she advised, Unless we maintain our rights we
will be driven from place to place.™

As a ]'1151!::‘.’&2 force the women of Utah were destined to crearc
controversy, When their vores strengthened the Church-dominated F‘f.'l.-['\h 5
Pirty, the anti-Mormon Liberal Party complained thar “the female dupes of
the priesthood” were “arrayed ar the polls against them.”"” Consequently,
liberal forces lined up against female suffrage, while generally conservative
Church authorities and women rose in irs defense. In che st r1|.|.!.:',]l' Eliza R.
Snow, who had earlier polemicized against “female conventionists,” called
Mormon women rtogether in suffrage meetings to garner support for the
;Jru]"t-\-:--.i ."Lﬂ[h!_rﬂf, Amendment” which guaranteed thar the nght to voue
in federal or state elections would noe be denied on the basis of sex

T'he alliance with the national suffrage movement was tenuous at best,
and under the leadership of Sister Snow Mormon women did not become
closely involved with national suffrage leaders. By 1882 Mormon women had
arrended |r1',]:\' rwo of the annual woman's sultrage convenrions, indicating as
one sister put it, that they had been “so busily engaged in cleaning up the
House of Zion . . . that seemingly the fact has not been considered that there
might be safery in having a few sentinels stationed on the towers afar off.™
in Urah the major bactle for suffrage took place after the disfranchisement
resulting from passage of the anti-Mormon Edmunds-Tucker Bill in 1887
and Eliza died before that year was out

Perhaps Eliza R. Snow unintentionally prepared the field for the suffrage
struggle in other ways, especially in organizing the Reliet Societies which
became the focal point for the activities of Mormon women. She had served
as secretary of the Female Relief Society of Nauveo, and with prophetic
hindsight she later recalled: “When Joseph organized the sisters in Nauvoo
I saw different positions for women to occupy besides tending to their
household duties as wives and mothers.”"* Having ducifully kept minutes for
the Nauvoo meetings—minutes Joseph Smich said would be the constiturion
and law of the society—Eliza brought them across the Plains to Salt Lake
City. Such a constirution became useful when Brigham Young commissioned
Eliza to assist bishops in organizing ward Relief Societies, and eventually
called her to preside over all Relief Societies

In 1868 the Relief Society was erecting its first hall in the Fifteenth
Ward and at the same time Brigham Young was suggesting classes through
the University of Deseret “giving ladies a thorough business education,
qualifying them for bookkeepers, accountants, clerks, cashiers, tellers, payers,

telegraphic operators, reporters, and other branches of employment suitable
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to therr sex Eliza backed him up with the words of her first and best-loved
I-'ruphu .1""' ;-h Smuch counseled the sisters o do business

More than once Eliza Snow helped Brigham Young in his requests for
women to meet specific community needs. In 1873 when the President asked
women to help with printing, Eliza made up her mind “to go from house
to house if required to procure young ladies, to learn.""" President Young
suggested chat young ladies volunteer to study obstetrics and nursing, and
Ty i‘{'l T |,‘|I‘.'\in_h.3|'1‘i “We wane sister E‘Ih}'-[Li.LFIH that can othciate in any
capacity chat gentlemen are called upon o officiate Waomen can occupy
precisely the same fooring that men occupy as physicians and surgeons,’
declared Eliza. " Small groups ol women h:';_: an their own classes in th_\ k]Us’I’J,E_",
and anatomy, and several women went East to study medicine, some wich
financial aid from their sisters. By 1879, plans for a hospiral were underway,
and in 1882, under the direction of Eliza R. Snow alg sicdent of its [.'-I_Jn._liT:J_'
assoCrtion, the [ S&Eret H-:Iu{'-l..’.l! !l;‘{!hn! irs doors and an | |Jl.‘« WOITan was
installed as resident surgeon

I'he hrse 1ssue of the Woman's Exponent, a paper, “owned by, controlled
by and edited by Urah ladies,” appeared in 1872, In several carly issues

the editor described the purpose and terms of the paper, including chis

note: "Miss Eliza R. Snow, President of the entire Female Relief Socieries,
cardially approves of the journal, and will be a concributor to it as she has
leisure from her numerous duties.”'? Eliza’s official sanction was crucial to
any Mormon woman's enterprise. In the hundreds of issues of the Exponent

printed before her deach, Eliza R. Snow's name was connected with eveny

major movement among Mormon women from retrenchment to publication
of Edward Tullidge’s Women of Mormondom.'® Few, if anv, of the movements
originated with her, but many benefited from her phenomenal executive

skill, and all—home industry, silk production, ladies' commission stores,

physiology classes, grain storage, MIAs and Primaries—received her persona
I'fll.t“r".('”"'“' L ‘I]C rr.l'\f'l('tt !‘L tran -Ifltl wWagon o every '-L'J:il{'rnt‘nc in fht'
[erricory

'\'l;-l.ﬂ'. Ehf' coming of the [.lﬂru.n! L'-']rll,!l hn-u;;hr Hll'l'llL'[I _L:{H,H_l'i. 'E‘.‘]:T_E].:n
easy reach, and Retrenchmene Associations whose purpose was o curb
the appetite for Eastern finery, came Brigham Young's push for home
industry. Suppore home industries, Eliza emphasized, “in accordance with
the requirements of the Priesthood.”* Sustain home struw manufacture
and “if we can get sufficient encourngement, we shall make hats for men
and boys, women and girls."* Eliza considered “each successful Branch of
“I'ITI:‘ Manufactures, an addirional stone in laving the foundation for the

upbuilding of Zion,” and she considered a woman who ste pped forward and
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assisted efficiently in home industries Gincluding silk culture, straw weaving,
tailoring, and home canning) to be "doing just as much as an Elder who
went forth to preach the Gospel Sister Snow did not preach idly. She
and her sisters in the Fourteenth Ward commenced a Cooperative Tailoring
Establishment ro "fill orders for men and boys® clothing, on short notice and
at low prices

In 1876, President Young asked the women to “form an association
to start business in the capacity of ~{J‘.F~|nrn_r_ homemade articles, such as
are manufactured among ourselves.”** Eliza Snow was elected president of
the Relief Society Woman's Mercantile Association and the women opened
their store in the Old Constirution Building on Main Sercer in Salt Lake
City. Because they had no capital to commence their enterprise, they sold on
commission and the project came to be known as the Woman's Commission
Store. The first year of operation Eliza superintended the store from eight in

the morning until six ar mghr, carefully looking after the minute details

&Y '.J:.HI|'_. QuILeE « ..im':ii\ Once, re msing to let one of Hf];hdl’]’: Young's « lerks
dictate the terms of commuission on ‘IIHL]EIL'_ 5 '.‘_inn.i\. Eliza h.,ll,lla.:!"ﬂ ily wrote the
President: “Although we are rovices in the mercantile business, we are not
green l.-l:uu.uh for that kind of management,”*

“Presidentess” Snow told che Brigham Cicy Relief Society, "Sometimes
I think we can do more than the brechren,”* For years the men had ried
unsuccessfully to store grain, but Brigham Young finally assigned grain
storage to the Reliet Socie Ly |rili|\|-lll,ll ward Relief Societies II‘1|i|1 their own
granaries and by 1880 their holdings were strong enough that John Taylor
wils _1.1",;-\-_';‘,._-,-_; the women thar their sisters had voted at gene ral conference to
lend their respective bishops “so much whear as they may consider requisite (o
meer the necessities of the desery 1N poor, and at the same cume admu -I'|I\|1l|‘-.l'
the bishops to pay back their loans in full

As Retrenchment Associations grew up among the young ladies, many
recognized the need for similar associations for the young men. Eliza told her
sisters, “I have suggested that the boys be organized but of course we ladies
cannot dictate.”™’ Dicrare she did not, but campaign she did. In 1875 she
traveled to Lehi and held a mesting for the young ladies and instructed them

to bring their beaux. She later reported:

[ asked the young men to vote and told them T wanted them to
sustain the young ladies in their positions; and also if they did not
leave off their drinking and robacco where were the young girls to

get husbands? The young men did not wish the young girls to be in




advance of them. I heard the next morring that che young men had

been atter the Bishop to organize them before nighe

The same year, President Young called Jumius Wells to head the Young
Men's Murual Improvement Association. “We ladies cannot dicrare,” Eliza
addmicred, but the Propher Joseph Smich had told the women at that firse
meeting of the Reliet Society in Nauvoo that they might “provoke the
brethiren to .l_'HI'Hl works.”

By the mid-1880s Mormon women had achieved with distinction. Re-
lief Sociecies, Mutual [m|srr|\: ment Associatons, and Primary Associations
had been established throughout the territory, largely through che effores of
women under the direction of Eliza R. Snow.* Women's effores in these or-

§ i 1T
In home industry and grain storgge, and their willingness 1o be

Ednizar
crainéed in skills mee ring speainc needs of the growing Kingdom made cheirs

a contriburion in no way infertor to thar of tkeir brechren

Certainly by the standard of gentile crusaders for women, the “poor,

degraded women of Ut were making significant contnibutions. Topics
discussed at the hirst meeting of the Internanonal Council of Women held
in Washingron, D. €, in 1888 indicate that Mormon women were engaged
in many of the same activities as their gentile counterparts: “Women in
Journalism,” "Women as Educarors,” "Women in the Trades,” "Women in
Medicine,” "Hospitals Managed by and for Women,” “How to Reach the
Children,” “Woman as Missionary.” “Constirutional Righrs of Women of the
United Stares I'he Moral Power of the Ballot Apparencly nineteenth
century femimsts and i'ﬂﬂr".'ﬂnn WOIMen L‘.\'.]".L'Iuii'.i 1|H ir I'i'ﬁ]'-ll::t.:[:iJLI.'i.:_-'. .1!'||i
influence in similar directions

Bi e

wever similar their directions, their points of departure wer
diamerrically opposite. Feminists attacked a male-dominared society; Eliza
R. Snow detended it Miss .3|.I'|r|||r||j. decried "Woman's ucter -|L|‘ﬂ nl.ll'l:l(_'c' on
man"; Eliza Snow deemed it essential to woman'’s salvation. Mrs. Stanton
artacked established religion for placing waomen in an inferior position;
‘Presidentess Snow,” the most influential woman in a sect ver unbound by
centunes of tradition, acknowledged man's superiority and never ceased ro
detend it docerinally, Eliza R. Snow seemed to advocate every tener radical
t‘l"n‘ll”l\[.\ were "\\'fll'L"]ll._" (18] U'l'!rl'HJ!

Eliza did not ignore the woman quescion, bur rather attempted to
synthesize an assortment of Mormon doctrines into a neat package thar would
provide for the eternal expansion of woman's rele. For Eliza, woman's earchly

positinn had been IJI|.||!=':.ii‘-i§ derermined. Aware of feminise « ampaigns Ti_:r
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[-._'Iu,ii::_\_ she asserted, “We have no occasion to clamor abour ’\.!U-tl-'.[‘- or o

1..!_.[51( I-l_u',' SUpremacy W e |_|]h‘:l rsia n-l OUr true position —LTL*-} has dehned the

sphere of woman wherever His Prieschood 15 ac L.’ln‘-\'}t'dg'c'd "# Woman

led in che transgression, and was plac'd
By Eloheim's unchangeable decree,

In a subservient and dependent sphere

Order is heaven's first law,” Eliza inscructed, “and it is nererly impossible for
order to exist withour gradation.”"* In that gradation, men and women
did not eccupy the same position, Apostle Orson H}'dr, in 1857, addressed
his audience “Brechren and sisters,” racher than “Ladies and gentlemen,
because, he said, “the order of heaven places man in the front rank; hence he
is first to be addressed. Woman follows under che protecrion of his counsels
and the superior strength of his arm Her desire should be unto her husband
and he should rule over her Countless times in her travels, Sister Snow
[} IIL!F‘LH d upon thar docerine for her sisters. In the :l[-i'.'_‘:_.:lﬂn”-'l:. she ¢ \]'1.Hllt'll.
male and female were addressed as one, but the Fall hmu;.:ht abourt a Ii.m_;:_r'
and thus the “curse of Eve” rested upon all womankind. Regarding that curse,
Brigham Young stared, “I do not know whar the Lord could have put upon
women worse than he did upon Mother Eve, where he told her: “Thy desire
shall be to thy husband. " would be glad if it were otherwise.™
El

age that “the history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and

aberh Stanton’s 1848 Declaration of Sentiments included her our
r
usurpanons on the part of men roward woman, hav Ing in direct object the es
tablishment of absolure tyranny over her However, Larter-day Saimncs felt
that man’s unrighreous dominion over woman was not only a result of s
wickedness, bur a result of the curse that woman’s desire should be to her

husband. George Q. Canon L'\'I'\I.HE]I d

Why, women, in their y=arning after the other sex and in their desire
for marernicy, will doanything to gratty that instincc of their nuture
and yield to anything and be dishonored even racher than not to

grarify it

Woman's degradation was a face, For gentile women the only recourse
was to burst the bonds of slavery, but for Eliza and her sisters there was
a different path. They proclaimed: “We stand in a different position from
the ladies of the world; we have made a covenant with God, we understand

his order. and know that that order requires submission on the part ol
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wWoImen .\IGJ.’HH ¥ WOImien J:-.i stand 1n .1|i|r:1_ rent Pt wition from rhl- WOImEeEn
of the world. They could submit to the rule of their nghreous husbands
and brechren, with the knowledge that they were honoring God through

honoring his priesthood. Eliza boasted

Ler chose fair l_h.!l’TlI"i::er. of “female rights,
Female convenrionists come here
Yes, in
I'hese mountain vales
are noble men,
Whom woman may be proud t'acknowledge for

Her own superior.’

Latter-day Saint women did not admir char just any man could guide

and direct woman. It was not the mere fact of masculinicy: it was the nghreous
exercise of priesthood which gave a man wisdom and power that was from
God and thus qualified him as woman's leader and protecror, Eliza lamented

the tutile efforrs of che feminists

Wich all cheir effores to remove the curse,
Matrers are daily growing worse and worse;
I'hey can as well unlock wichour a key

As i1-||1|:t the tide of man's degeneracy,
Withour the Holy Priesthood: 'tis ar most

Like reck’ning bills in absence of the host

When Eliza saw her genrile sisters working to eliminate prostitution
and desertion, she disparaged their effores, and raughe instead that “man's
wisdom is not sufficient—God alone can prescribe the remedy.” The remecdy

was pluml marriage. Sister Snow conrinued,

Here in Utah, through his servants and handmaidens [God] is
establishing a nucleus of domesric and social purity, confidence and
happiness, which will, so far as its influsnce extends, eradicare and
prevent, in future, all those blighting evils. God loves purity,
and he has introduced the principle of plurality of wives to restore
and preserve the chastity of woman. . . _ [t is rruly woman’s cause—
g cause whauch r_!{'t'E'I‘j.' 'rl'.lr!\r_"\, nor oniy j&'_'r present !Ii]l: her -_-[(-:’n._‘-.[

INtereses.”




for the Ballot

For the LDS ladies of Utsh, the concept of woman's rights and
woman's cause became inextricably tied to the principle of plural marriage
Consequently, when they held mass meetings, their orations were without
exception dominated by testimonies supporting polygamy. Proud of their
superior understanding of woman, Mormon ladies affirmed that they were in
favor of woman’s rights, interpreting the term to fit their own values. Eliza

*.{l!,' .L:L"tfr_'l.;

If those who're advocating “Woman's Rights,”
Will plead the right of wedlock for the sex,

they'll win a meed

Of everlasting graticude and praise, 4

'|':'1c i']\._'\}ll to “holy, honorable wedlock™ was the nght of a.l WOITEN, NOT JUst &

few. By this means alone could women be redeemed and since plural marniage

was the only system in which all women could have the opportunity to marry
righteous men, “those who steppt d forward as volunteers” were laboring “in
the cause of woman's redemption.”

Rather rthan ignore or deny the biblical curse upon womankind, as
did some contemporary feminists, Mormon women concerned themselves
with woman's redemption. Eliza asked her sisters i the curse upon woman
would never be removed anc she “stand in her primeval condition.” Then

she answered her own question

The Lord has [1}_ ced the means in our hands. in the f:.-’:[ﬁ% where by

we can regain our lost position. But how? Can it be done by rising, as

women are doing in the world, to clamor for our rights? No. It was
through disobedience that woman came into her present position,
.g:lhi 1L 1S L-j:]_v.' by ||'h| dur'u & honot ing ( :|'|1| in .!” Iht‘ Imnstirunons i'll'
has revealed to us, that we can come out from under chat curse, regain

the position originally occupied by Eve, and attain to a fulness of

exalrarion 10 cthe presence of God.*

Consistent with that philosophy, Eliza Snow stressed that women
'\-\"?Lil-l.h |'|.|;_-n|;-|"][ if Ltu-\’., l.'.-lll‘.llll_l nh{'}' the |\ru'Hl|\iJfN.t in whatever Tlil"\.' tried to
accomplish. She was advocating not passivity, but righteous submission. " As
sure as the sisters arise and rake hold of the work,” she exclaimed, “the

brethren will wake up, because they must be at the head.”* Relief Sociery

nt Willmircth East wrote Eliza from Arizona concerning her bishop's




|f_ "I.'.'..i K 3 Rot ged ihe Wiomam ( Adwgt f riome g
abjection o frequent Relief Sociery wisits from sisters to members. Sister
snow replied chat the bishops mighe not be “properly informed relative to the

Teacher's visits,” and that it mighr be well for the sisters “to explain to him,
bu( el OppOst his w I‘u]ll"- b]'t& CION ili.J..ll.'-.j her re SPONSC W ith !il_'.-" consistent
instriactions 1o all Relief SOCIEry sisters We will do as we are directed by
the Priesthood

Sarah Grimké and other leaders in the nation's woman's movement
had asserted that wharever was right for a man to do was likewise righe
for a woman to do. Perhaps this sentiment was present among some
Mormon sisters, Evidently as women became increasingly acrive in Church
pasitions ol leadership and responsibility they became confused regarding

ned

their status and authority. Church President John Taylor in 188 exp

chat sister ordained”™ o Relief Sociery

pOsSitions were not ordained to

USI00 WOmen were  Set apart for these

husiestic sisters orgamzed MILAs and

priestiood. SubDsequently, 1o avoed ©
As en
[l

Clations, some guestion arose regarding woman's authoricy to

positions, rather than “ordained

Primary
organize and reorganize Relief Societies. Eliza R. Snow, with twenty years
of experience, was called upon to clarify woman's role. Ac a Sevier Scake

conference she

spoke on the subject of organizarion; said there were some societies
which women had a nighe to organize, such as the Y{oung] L{adies']

and Primary Associations, but chey had no right to organize a Relief

Society; bur they could awin the priesthood in doing so Sister
Eliza explained thar sl EN given § mission to ansst the
. bnod 4 . b ome had erved
thu L1 it rEanizeqa

Lest Relief Society sisters think char the strength of their accomplishments

entitled them o strike out on ctheir own, against the wishes of hl_t.h:_‘.p:.
and stake presidents, John Taylor admonished them: "While we appreciare
the labors of our siste s, It must not be Ir.ll'.:;nlr:-n that the man holds che
Priesthood, and 18 the head of the woman, as Christ is the head of the
Church,™

Women should be helpmeets to the priesthood, and they should assist
their brothers, in Eliza's IMagery, ‘like the devour and steadfast Miriam in
upholding the hands of Moses.™" [Inlike her national conte mpaoraries, Eliza

wWis NOE oven anxious to give woman the last word ]i_:;-l"\ 1O St

at Reliel Society meetings and imvired them

Relief Sociery president Margare




le for rhe Ballor

SNOW Savs it 1s proper for us w -]w.sL hirst, and let the SCronger follow the

weak t if we say anything that needs correcting it can be corrected

The accomplishments of Eliza R, Snow and Mormon women in general
are not reduced in lighr of chis absolute submission to che priesthood. They
did not consider chemselves slaves; they were stewards. The many who were
taithtul in their assignments epitomized the wise stewards who in che parable
of the talents doubled the calents for which they were held responsible and
were given more. Stewards relieve their masters of cerrain tasks and in that
process make decisions of consequence, Just so, the purpose of the Reliel

society was to relieve the bishops and Eliza advised, “Do not run to him with

CVETY trifle 'lf-PU'bthlL‘ wi saould relieve the “I‘;'F!I)‘F'h mstead of .ILMHI; LE

their multicudin

15 labors. ™ Ste wardship is not passivity and the steward

who fearfully hid his calent in the earth was condem Many of the women
of Zion [have gonel ascray with the idea char they [havel no rime 1o attend
meetings, or te give to the culoure of their minds, but char cheir whole being

life Bur, “Do we realize our

and time must be ZIVEN O the ~1ru-‘:_'.'t v ol
responsibilities? And that we have as much to do with the salvarion of our
souls as the brechren? They can not save us, we must save ourselves.™® Sh
counseled, "It 1s a choosing time and we should do the choosing ourselves
Eliza Snow was speaking to thousands of Mormon mothers with

children. What would she, a childless "mother in Israel,” have them choose?

et your first business be to perform your duties ar home. "™ “T'he sisters in
210N are 1'1‘.]!|sr:-l§ to form the characters of the sons who are o be rulers and
bishops in the kingdom of God This "is a mother's Airst duty, bur it 1s not

'e F oty

Inasmuch as you are wise stewards, you will find time for social

duties, because these are incumbent upon us as daughters and

maothers in Zion. By seeking to perform every ducy you will find
that your capacity will increase, and you will be astonished at what

you can accomplish.’

Ihe wise stewards did find time for other duties, and there were not only
presidents and counselors for Relief Societies, M1As and Primaries, but
also storekeepers, printers, telsgraphers, silk growers, surgeons and hospital
l!l“"l Lors

Feminists taught women thar through asserting themselves they could

achieve social, political, and economic equality with men. Eliza R. Snow

consistently hel

that only through obedience, and faichfulness in her

stewardship, would woman change her sphere
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Inasmuch as we conninue faichful, we shall be those that will be

it v

S i i
of (xod and the lamb. You, my sisters, if yvou

crowned in the PrESEncE
are fathtul, will become QLI cns of (_:-'HH ns, and Priestesses unto the
Most High God. These are your callings. We have only ro discharge

our -l\ll:l 3

In the parable of the talents, a promise was given the stewards who disc harged
their duties: "Thou hast been faichful over a few things, 1 will make thee

ruler over many things" (Matchew 25:23). O, in the wor

s of Zion’s Poetess

who penned chese lines so carefully for her sisters

W har we expel = here, 15 but a school

Wherein the ruled will be prepared to rule

And thro' obedience, Woman will obrain

P j ‘T2 83 1 .-J-"' - W T M
Uhe power of rergring, and the FIgE Io reagn
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The Latter-day Saints and

Women's Rights, 1870—1920

;"i Jr'.:.".-'{ f Nurve )

MAUREEN URSENBACH BEECHER
CAROL CORNWALL MADSEN
Jire MuLvay DERR

‘)cl?m:r Apastle Orson E Whitney in 1ol "Among the ourward
evidences of the divine origin of 'Mormonism,’ there 18 nothing that
testibies more clearly or elogquently to che truch of the Lacter-day work, chan

the provision made therein for the uplifting end advancement of woman; for

the salvarion and exaltation, in this world and in the world to come. of woman
as well as man It 1s evident trom a perusal of recorded sermons diaries
and new T 1 ventieth cer =5 rhar
Elder W hitnev art tl caders of The Church -'-:'.}'.'ﬂin'
Chnse of Lacter-day | nor only to docerine, bur also o
the public life of the Terrirory or lacer State of Urah

How these sentiments expressed themselves on the various issues then
, if slightly

considered under the rubric “woman’s rights,” or the more genera
derogatory term “the woman question,” provides material more suited to a
dissertation than simply a brief report. Bur in skimming che surface, the
following might suggest some themes of significance to women

Two fundamental approaches ro the position of women vis-a-vis men

First published as Task Papers in 1DS History N (Salt Lake Ciry: History
Division, Histos Department, Church of Jesus Chrnist of Latter-day Saints,
Sepeember 1 Reprinred by permission




Battle for the Ballos

| their way through the rheroac of Mormon

and the society as a whole threa
consideration of the various 1ssues as they arise, and change wry little from
year to year, from issue to issue. One, that earliese articulazed b Brivish Many
Wollstonecraft in 1792 in her Vimdicatron of the Rights of Wimen, declared
women and men to be partakers of a common humanity, boty endowed by
a supreme creator with the cepacity for rational thoughe, anl the implied
shared r1,-_g.r1[,n:n5il)i'|]["u' for their own anel society’s perfecribiliv. In the ideal
spciery, there was no ]1|:|L'L' for externally |l11|a:r.~:['|.i d(-s.ignari.r)rs of “inferior,’
or "superior,” nor could restraines on individual growch for eicher sex be
concdoned. In Wollstonecraft's view, education was the key te woman's full
participation in the social process, in the attempt “to render the social
compact truly equitable.” Human justice demanded sexual equality

Also woven through the statements of Church leaders an be found a
later logic, one which valued the same goals of woman's emincpation less
for their approach to ideal justce than tor their ultimare benear ro the social

rder. “Sexual proprie

ty,  more than equality, in the early ninecee ith century
determined woman's proper place. Her distinctiveness, not her smilanicy to
mai, suggested a unigque wonman's sphere in which she PL‘TﬁJ‘L—r-’:t'a specihcally
designared female duties, different from male responsibilities, bur equally
valued, While not disallowing the unigueness of woman's spaere of nature,
mid-nineteench century polemics advocated the widening of woman's field ol
influence and the utihizing of her distine tive atcributes for the beaehe of both
society and the domestic circle. These themes ot gender equalicy and sexual
propriety chus become interwoven in the statements of Mormon leaders who
addressed the --'_E‘L"ic':_‘_' during he e rod under question.

ndividually

Ot the issues which today, lumped

reflect the women's movement, only some yitscant in the
Mormon milieu a hundred years ago. Four will be considered hereas reflecting
the attitudes of f._-.hu.!'-'ll leaders as they found CXPression 1 ar -house as well
as public forums.

I'he question of a woman's right to control her fercility, anissue which
in the decades after “the pill” focuses almost solely on abortion, n the earliet
centiry included not only the then difficult procedures of contraception, bun
also aborcion itself (foericide) and the practice of infanticide. All were equally
condemned in public statements of General Authonues, thowgh there 15
little evidence thatr che latter was ever common among either Mormon o
non-Mormon populations in America. Reflecting a nanional coscern which
peaked in the 1870s, Utah, then a territory, enacted ics first as

i
TC-dDE T LW

Although Ii'.{':'t‘ "lm_' :__‘t.'ri'! '-!‘-t'-'.r!:- references to .li‘-\ir{_‘c'«r; 1N Che (sCoUrses of

1 878 the subject became a common theme,



ansing, it appers, not so much from an bserved problem 1n Utah as from

a wish to join forcs on che side of family values in the public eye. Aborrion
was unequivocally ermed “murder” by Church leaders, who lumped rogether
the practices of fveicide and infanticide. In the words of George Q Cannon,
those who participiced in the practice, male or female, “will be damned with
the deepest dammnution; because it is the damnation of shedding innocent
blood, for which there is no forgiveness.™ Birth control procedures also came
under atvack, thourh with less fervor, in a statement by Erastus Snow who
applauded those who resisted the worldly incursions. The Sainrs, he said,
do not patronize ne vendor of noxious poisonous, destructive medicines to
procure abortion, iifanticide, and other wicked devices whereby to check the
manipulation of thir species, in order to facilitate the gratification of fleshly
!'.J"-r'\
Elder Snow juned Elder Cannon in the condemnarion of the practices

where many were “raking steps to destroy their

of the grear cities o Babylon
own oltspring, conmitting infanticide and foeticide, all of whom, and therr
aiders and abettors are but nipening for the dumnation of hell

I'he eventual separation of the three practices, ¢ach thereafter to be
considered a Separae act, can be traced J]II'{l.i}'_Il statements from General
Authorities in subsquent years, direcred mors to the Saints themselves and
|t'!\.'3 (4] 1|lt' wur|11 ult.\l:ir_‘_ EXpressing l’lq‘lr lJ[H,lP[‘.-I'tI\',Il ol wnl'l:“}' J_sraf[iru_t._
The artitude rowar abortion altered bur lictle, bur some justification for
planning families vas seen in official stacements such as thar of President
lirm ph E Smich !-I".!m-: in the Improvement Era in 1908. While normally

healthy men and vomen would bring “a hosr of social evils” into the

community and th nation by preventing conception, “there are weak and

.-iI\- retion and common sense should be connted

sickly people who rw 15
as exceptions

A decade late; as the efforts of reformer Margaret Sanger moved out of
the domain of the rdicals and became the practice of “fashionable women,”
the Relief Soctery Maazine under editor Susa Young Gates published responses
of six apostles and che Presiding Bishop. The articles were in essential
agreement, condenning the practice of family limitation, and pointing
out the effects of ne practice on the mental and physical health of those
who indulged. The series precipitated “animated and sometimes heated
discussion” of the rmic. At one point the First Presidency wrote, "We give our
unqualified endorsenent to these articles, . . . and commend the sentiments

to members and noi-members everywhere ™ Abortion then was not the

r that its seriousness set it above debare

ISsuc, the ..I‘t‘il;l”lpl'i‘.': t'!('l'

The position @1 birth control has consisrently moderared, o the point




represented in Heber J. Grant's 1939 addendum to the strong 1917 statement

o .i-'w.'i‘ii F. Smith’s en citedd President Smutch said., 1 | believe

thar where people undertake to curtail or prevent the birtch of their children
that they are going to reap disappointment by and by. 1 have no hesitancy
in saying that I believe this is one of the greacest crimes in the world today,
this evil Pracice. . . . President Grane added: “Married couples who
have themselves been blessed with mental and physical vigor are recreant
in their duty if chey refuse to meet the natural and righcful responsibility
of parenthood. Of course, in every ideal home the healch of the mother, as
well us the inrelligence and health of the children should receive careful
consideration.”
In the late nineteench cerrury the basic issue of education for women

1 2 1 5 . i
that they were entizled 1o it had been resolved, ar leasr in theory, for most

Ly maintainesad

ht women and

DOCN at the ]_!'il‘-':l'::tf- of Deserer, whicl

ninety-nine men in its first year, and ar the colleges founded by Brigham
Young, beginning with his Academy in Provo, education for women focused
on the traditional “womanly™ oci Uparions: hild care, |:1ﬂf'rl:':m.l.kll1}_',. L |'|1l|.|',
and/or replacing men in shops and offices to free them for che more arduous
labors of the community. Brigham Young's famous "ler them study law, o
physic " quote? seems 10 actual practice more bright dreams of the future
than reasonable expecrations of the 1870s; even so, the achievements of Utah
colleges refleer well a commitment to higher education for women and for
men. The introduction by Susz Young Gares at Brigham Young Universicy of
a department of Domestic Science, for example, predates by abour ten years
rl

he sweep of thar study across the nation, but follows the stated goals of the

Academy, which }‘ift‘.u.fl.ir'.'\:: Both men and women shall be raught how
live in the home . . . some branch of mechanics suitable to taste and capaciry
Men \hclllid recCe1ve 1Instnucnons in |1:.!||-rr:.l| areas .md women 1n domescs
work.”

By 1894, the Young Woman's fowrnal, edived by Susa Young Gares, was
admonishing the girls of the Church to consider, as they ser their educational
poals, the possibility chat they might be required to support themselves

and their families. “The young woman who aims to perfect herself in any

kind of professional work must know definitely the end in view and roward

this the course of her training must be directed. She must decide what her

natural aptitudes and in stions are, and so far as lies in her power let these
derermine her choice Lll- work
In the areas of employment itself there have been statements, though

NOC SO e ={|1('1"JTJI'}' E-Ei.'ﬂ'.'{u'i:l..'.l' Authorities as from women themselves, |-.ll'.1;i
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ing for fair and equirable practices for women in what was hasically men’s
sphere. Under her pseudonym Blanch Beechwood, later editor Emmeline B.
Wells wrote for the Woman's Exporent in 1876a plea for those "working girls”
forced to submit to sweatshop ethics of the times. "Give them equality in
all respeces {she pleaded], and let each work with the same chance of suc-
cess according to the labor performed, without the consideration of sex, and
there would soon be a vast change which would be of material benefit to the
existing state of society.” And added, “Let {[women} have the same opportu-
nities for an education, observation and experience in public and privare for
a succession of years, and then see if she is not equally endowed with man
and prepared to bear her part on all general questions socially, policically,

IIHJHHHI-I“_\ and educationally as well as 5|31r1|.'L1.1ih'

An early statement of the propriety of the concept of equal pay for egual
work was summarized in that same journal as articulared by Joseph F. Smitch,

then president of che Quorum of the Twelve: “The woman who performed

the same kind and quality of work thar a man did, should receive therefore
the same w ages ol pay If & woman as school teacher, clerk, accountant or cook
excelled a man in those same occupations, she should receive superior pay,
and it is a poor rule thar did not work both ways.”™ And represencative of the
opening of the professional schools ro women is the 1872 statement, most
likely of Emmeline B. Wells (she signs the piece simply "E"), that woman
“should have access to every avenue of employment for which she has physical
and mental capacity.” The piece goes on: “Custom has, that women must only
earn a living by a few circumscribed modes of employment; and although
there 15 a reaction against this worse than absurd idea, the cusrom still obrains
too largely, and the needle and mudnight candle are yer considered, by too
many, tht proper .1[\L~ii,ll'!-. es Oof woman s ‘-]_".JII, e,

During the decade in which Sister Wells wrote, Utah women were to
find their way into the professions: the 18705 produced Urah's first native-
born women docrors, lawyers, journalists, participants in higher educarion,
as well as a continuation of women in commerce, and the many-facered
work of women's organizations, notably the Relief Society and its auxiliary
arganizations, the YLMIA and che Primary. It is signihcant that chat decade
began auspiciously with the participation of Utah women in the election of
pllh]l: othicers

It must be understood in reading the Woman's Exponent that starements
1 labor conditions of the

on women in the work force muost be matched wit
rime; hence many of them are INAppropriaie ro the present situation, 1n much
the same way thar, as a Urah woman legislator once said, (paraphrase) “those

measures of ‘protective legislatnion’” which | worked so hard to promoce, so char
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women would not have to work such l.l!:_.' hours, now prevent wmen from

rMsing in therr jobs [noim the memal o 'h'. administrative level t-‘f":..lil\{' a

foreman has to be ready to work overtime. What helped in rhe 1608 hinders
in the 197 gt

By the same token, care must be exercised in applying the rhetoric of
suffrage to the general approach to women's rights ¢ urrently. The vail is heard
among Mormon feminists, “The Brethren suppotted the women smovements
in the last century; why don't they now!?" The strong suppat given to
women in the great Sllf.l‘.l".'lll__',r‘ seruggle of the nineteenth century a seruggle
won in Urah a half century before it was concluded in the naton at large,
15 evident in the accounts which follow. But that support was br one issue
of the movement, the cause of woman suffrage; as chis paper ha attempted
to demonstrate, it did not apply equally to the assortment of wonen's issues
which might be included as “women’s rights.” When, for exampl, Elizabeth

Cady Stanton, acc inying Susan B. Anthony ro Utah on a sitfrage tous

chose to preach birth control o the women asse mbled in the OldTabernacle,
she found herself very quickly persoms wom grata among the Saints. But
Anthony, whose message was consistently the franchise for wome, continued
to be warmly received AMong Mormon women, and rtL'i]ml{ilt'tl in kind
when their representatives visited conferences in the Ease.

Briefly summarizing what should—and does—rtake a disertation to
recount, the history of womaa suffrage in Utah focuses around three dates
1870, when the legislarure of Urah Territory first awarded wonen the vorte,
after the example of Wyoming Territory, and with the approval d the federal
government; 1887, when, as a resule of the Edmunds-Tucke act aimed
against the practice of plural marriage the franchise was witldrawn; and
1895, when Utrzhns in constmunional convention chose o incude woman
suffrage as a condition of their stare hood

Contemporary with the initial granting of the franchise © women 1n
1870 there is little recorded in newspapers and journals. Two stadies on the
subject ascribe .;_'unﬁia_‘l:mg motivations to the E~r|l"|-.'||?;1]5 in the pece, the one
focusing on the ace esséntially us a fluke committed by the federalgovernment
in its accempt to dispose of polygamy,'” the other locking more at Utah
sources and so seeing it as a natural conrinuarion of Mormon fesling for the
essencial justice of universal suffrage.'” Each, of course, acknowledges the
interworking of many factors culminating in the Urah legislaturds enactment
of the bill

Ihere is no question thar there was ready support in Urah for the
franchise for women. Elder George Q. Cannon had editormalized i favor of

women's involvement in the public sphere in the Deserer Newss



With women to aid in the grear cause of reform, whar wonderful
changes can be effected! Wichout her aid how slow the progress!
Give her responsibility, and she will prove chat she is ¢ "['-‘f'l"“[-é:f“-“
things; but deprive her of opportunities, make a doll of her, leave her
nothing ro occupy her mind bur the reading of novels, gossip, the
tashions and all [|1|,' rr[H!lll.\' of this |-r|\uJ-:-|1-. FTAL ,_|r1|! hi'[ |r]!‘|uf_-:‘|_-,'r_- 15
lost, and instead of being a help-meet to man, as onginally intended,
she becomes a drag and an encumbrance. Such women may answer
in other places and among ocher people; but they would be our of

place here

The history of Mormon women bears out Elder Cannon’s high opinion
of their contributions, and proves him prophetic, perhaps, in this next
S wml case. It SCCmSs apparent that many of the moves II|\II|\|'I.L!' wWOMEN
have onginated among the women themselves and were, in very large
measure, grass-roots motions which found favor with priesthood or P hitical
leadership. It may well be thar the following is another instance of thar
phenomenon

It 18 evident to any historian chat the great mass meeting through
which the women registered their contempt of che Cullom anti-polygamy bill
pending in Washingron, wielded an influence on the territorial legislature
to raise and debate the issue of sutfrage. The mass meeting was January 13,
1871 .ah1|,1|.u ations followed in mose of the seztlements the month fu[lrjwm‘g_
and on February 12 the suffrage bill, having cleared legislature and council,
was signed into law by Acting Governor Stechen A. Mann. The minutes of
the Salr Lake Stake Fifreenth Ward Relief Society reveal, however, a prelude
to that mnh,l.:n.ltn:n meeting, a prime mover, ;x-rh.r}m, uf the whole series of
events. None other than Sarah M. Kimball, that same strong sister in whese
Nauvoo home the original pre-organization meeting of the Relief Society

*d her women together in their Relief Sociery Hall to express,

was held, calle
voluntarily, their indignacion ac the pending Cullom bill. Eliza K. Snow,
general president of the Relief Sociery, was there, and approved the action,
adding, "The ladies of Utah [have] too long remained silent while rhey [are]
being so falsely represented to the world. It is high time that we should
rise up in the dignity of our calling and speak for ourselves

Later in the meeting Sister Bathsheba Smich rose to move char “we
demand of the governor the right of franchise. "' Whether the mocion carried
or not, and whether or not the demand reached che legislarure is not known.
Bur it is evident chat the desire for suffrage, a desire fed by the writings of

sultragises in the East which reached into the not-so-isolated Rocky Mountain
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territory, was alive and growing among the women of Utah.

Following the signing of the act granting them the elecroral franchise,
the women of the Fifteenth Ward met again, this time in celebration. Their
first business was to compose a letter of appreciation to Mann for hus paret in
the business; then they turned to expressing to each other cheir feelings in a
testimony -1'&'.1;‘1[‘[5’: formar. Sister Kimball, recorded che secretary, " had waited
patiently a long time, and now that we were granted the righe of suffrage,
she would openly declare hersell o woman's rights woman.” Many concurred,
but not all. Margaret Smoot felt that she had "never had any desire for more
rights” than she had. "I have always sought to vote at conference, and | then
felt 1 had done all 1 dt’:I:EL' o ||:|, shi '1.l|||_ .!l!LlIIT_:_’ E‘ri- P{_‘llji’i'...l] marters that

| have always considered these things beneach the sphere of women.” Not
one to drag her feer, however, she agreed char “as things progress | feel it is
right that we should vote.” My sisters,” concluded Willmirth Ease, “this is a

bright day, but we need more wisdom and humility chan ever before.” Then

implying chat there had earlier been active support of the now ace omplished
tact, she added, “T am glad o be associared wich you, those who have borne
the heat and burden of the Ll..l}, and 1 usk God to pour bit:'f,:i&[]_‘._'“; on [your]
heads continually, ™

I'he detail recorded here bespeaks a careful secretary; it seems probable
that such sentiments were more widespread than simply in the Fifteenth
Ward., The extent of the contribution of the women themselves to the
granting of suffrage in 1870 must yet be explored in depth.

Ihat their brethren rejoiced with the women in their political nghes
18 evident in this quotation from an April conference of Erastus Snow, given
in 1883, ironically, T'D'_l_"_.r_in betore the franchise would be withdrawn from

them

[t is a source of satisfaction to me thar the Lord has moved upon His
servants and the Legislarure of our Territoty to be among the first
to lead the van of human progress in the extension of the elective
franchise to women as well as men, and to recognize the freedom
and liberty which belongs to the fairer sex as well as the sterner; for
the Gospel teaches thar all things are done among us by common
consent, and the Pre r]*ilrl _]ll-r']v]I commanded and introduced 1n our

midst the custom which we are following today

It was the constiturional convention of 1895, however, which brought
out the grand rheroric in support of the inclusion of a suffrage plank in the

organic law of the soon-ro-be state. Considening that both political parties



The Latter-day Satnts and Women's Kights, 1BT0-102 )

in Utal supported the concepe, it is strange that so much of the time of the
convenuon was taken up in debare, but there were those of the delegares who
telt, no that suffrage was not nghr and proper bur thar the CoOnStITuton
might bse some public support if the clause were included

The interchange berween Brigham H. Roberts, “the delegate from
Davis Cunty,” and Orson F Whitney is one of the most rhetorically dramaric
in the proceedings of the convention. Whitney seems to have echoed the
majorit' view ol Church leaders in his support of universal suffrage
Presicdert Woodeuff l:\l|LJ|:l[E‘LJ as hm-'m;,: advised Roberrs not to oppose it—but
in both cases the arguments were the standard ones, couched in flaming
rhetoricand interpreted inte Utah's peculiar circumstances (the non-Mormon
women, whose natural bent would have favored the liberal position, found

that 1t would solidify power in
I

themsebes opposing the measure, argu
Mormo hands). Elder Roberts was persuasive in his opposition; his fear was
not only that women would spoil politics, or thar politics would ruin women,
but thatthe inclusion of a universal suffrage clause would endanger the long-
sought tatehood so necessary to the growth of the territory, the people, and
the Church

Aithis time the women were not absent from the action. As the pressure
mounted, they mohilized their Woman Suflrage Association of Utah and
obtainec signatures on petitions demonstrating mass support for suffrage,
counterng ||H' II|II1GI‘|I.[IUH 5 ]'i.,_%ﬁl() names f.l\'rrrlll_J.: i HL'|1.I1';H(' \LIJ"l:nHan Tt
the elecorate clause with their own 24,801 names preferring its inclusion in
the consitution Jrane |-,.|.|_'{' i

Pesonal statements of leaders of the Church at this time, as well as those
of womm and men generally, demonstrated such overwhelming suppore of
the caus thac it is easy in retrospect (O ant Ipate the re \||.|Ih!:!'_;__-' Support
the consitution would have, Then ."L;‘h_.l:;tl,i Heber f Grant recorded !‘Llhi‘.gi_\'
that he vas “decidedly in favor of equal suffrage for the sexes, ™ and privately
in a lette to Anthon H. Lund chat “T am as ardent a woman's suffrage man as
can be faind, " President Joseph F. Smich was summarized in his comments
to a larg: group of women as saying, referring to the 1887 disfranchisement
of wome, that “The women of Utah once enjoyed the elective franchise,
and rhey used it wisely, and it was an outrage that it was stricken from
them, ard he hoped the day would soon come when it should be restored o
them.

Futher to his convention address, Bishop Whitney told an audience in
the Tabenacle that he regarded the iufl'r.i:;t movement ~as one of che levers
by whicl the Almighty is lifting up this fallen world.” He went on, “It is

2 measur of progress, a step in the march of human liberty, and will sweep
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from its path all opposition thar lifts its puny arm and voice agairst it. | feel
this in every fibre of my being

One aspect of the Urah Stzre Constitution, however, which his been less
ardently investigared i1s the geaeral starement of philosophy with which it
begins, a philosophy which would of irsell require equal suffrage. It declares
that “both male and female citizens of this state shall enjoy equally all civil,
political, and religious rights and privileges,”*" a clause which in the light of
twentieth cencury movements was, like the granting of suffrage, years ahead
of its rime.

That the pu|i1it..l] climate of Utah should have been so favorable o
women's rights and responsibilities is obvious in the light of the doctrines of
the Church. In an impassioned address to women of the Reliet Sociery gach
ered in general conference, President Joseph F. Smith supported doctrinally

his ardor in favor of women's r.ghits

Man and woman are begorten of the same facher, are born of the sam«
mother, possess the same life, breathe the same air, feel the same
cold or heat, hunger or thirst, pleasure or pain; eat the same food,
wear the same fabric wroughr only in different forms and fashions;
exist by the same means; both bear the divine image and possess the
same divine narure. They are born, live and die and live again for |
the one preat and glorious purpose They are inr_iispcm.tlﬁ.c- to each
ul:|'|{'r. :-.|_|_!| 15 {lu- L'ur1||-|q_[]|t Nt ol thi l-l||.1'!', |_*uT]| !_ﬁr 1hi": \'.'-\rEd .iI!L‘
the world ro come, for time and for all eternity. Then why shall ond

enjov civil aigzhes and the other be demied them#°

I'hen, in specific terms, speak to the problems of women in the larte

nineteenth century, he continues

Why shall one be admirtred to all the avenues of mental and physical
progress and prosperity and the other be prohibited, and pres ribed
within certain narrow limits, to her material ;1h!'idp.t:l1'-1'[|l and
detriment? . . . Shall men be favored as bread-winners, and women be
handicapped in cheir effort to win bread ? Shall a man be paid higher
wages than is paid to a woman for doing no berrer than she does the
very same work? Shall the avenues for employment be multiplied
to men and diminished to women by the mere dicoum or selhshness

of men? If a man can perform labor for which woman is physically

disqualihed, ler him enjoy the monopoly of it; let the same be said of

woman. By whar process Of reasomning can it be shown that a woman
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snunding ar the head of a family, wich all the responsib
upon her to provide for them, should be deprived of the avenues an
wiys or means that a man in like circumstances may enjoy to provide
for them? Yet many of these unwholesome conditions do exist, and

that roo vastly to the detriment of women
Then, turning to the converse of his point, President Smith goes on:

!Illl\\l"llh'\[.llll.lll']H which, Strange o say, women may be found
who seem to glory in their enchralled condition, and whe caress and
fondle the very chains and manacles which fetter and enslave them!
Let those who love this helpless dependent condition and prefer to

Pl un ac ut 1or c ke et them not

wolence and for mercy s s

standd 1n the way of those of cheir sisters who would be, and of righe

ought to be free [1talics his chroughout) Let chem who will not enrer
into the door of equal nghts and impartial suffrage step aside, and

leave the passage clear to those who desire to enter

Recognizing the responsibilities which irrefutably adhere to the possession of
rights, President Smith acknowledges thar “if the women have equal rights
they must bear equal burdens wich the men. ' Speaking of the women of the
Church, he maintains that “chey do this already, except thar their burdens are

made upequal in that they are deprived of the enjoyment of equal righes.”

Yes | (e, savs the -'i\ll:l'tl."-.f. lhk'_\ MUSt SIt On Junes, !iir_ Y MUSr SEIve
as marshals, soldiers, &c. Well, let them do so if they want to, and
can pef such ofhce. Bur whar nonsense thas i1s: it 18 all nghr for them
to be qualified for any and all positions, and to possess the right or
privilege to fill them, but thar they musr do so does not follow. There
are many men in every community who never sat on a jury, never
having been called to do so, nor to be a soldier, or to do any duty,
nor to be sheriff, policemen, marshals, nor even governors or judges,
and yer they have possessed all che qualificarions to fill any of these
positions, Theretore why shall che women be compelled ro do things

because she has the franchise that men are not compelled to do!

The speech, or ar least the newspaper account of the speec h. ends wath

the berating of propagandists who attempt to “frighten” women from seeking
POy '
their rights, and the hope thar “no woman be deterred for a moment from

her whole dury, by such «
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Contemporary with President Smith's address 1s another statement of

Bishop Whitney's, included here as much for its prose style as tor its content

JUSTICE

1-1.!{',’

from

both

r.1|‘||

- letr us conclude with one more statement, thar ol

It 15 woman's ci:--mny. to have a voice in the affairs of Eovernment
She was dl.')!j.;'.'iu'-.| for it. She has a right to it. This grear social
upheaval, this woman's movement thar 1s making itself heard and
felt, means something more than that certain women are ambitious
to vore and hold office. T regard it as one of the great levelers by
which the Almighty is lifting up this fallen world, lifring it nearer

to the throne of its creacor,”

And, remembering the dichotomy of “sexual equality,” or the inherent

| [ 1
of value o the sodial

argument, and “sexual propriety, the argument

ames E. Talmage

a Woman's Suffrage Association meeting in 18589, which inrerweaves
| -

approaches in a way characteristically Mormon, yer universally appli

“I'he conclasions at which | have arrived in the consideration of the

subject are based upon no comparison of legal political advantages or disad

vantages likely to result from conferring the righrs of suffrage upon women;

but upon the justice of her claims to these rights as witnessed by the word

of the Almighey."3' Then che “value” argument:

Man. in his studied wisdom, has learned this grear lesson of Nature

thar che Creator has fitted every object of His care to the purpose
of its be ing. Is it then to be thought that woman is less u:l"!'t'r'ir.lt|1
endowed with the capacities of ber calling than 1s man for his? It has
been often said thar woman, in the sphere allotred o her existence,
IS a8 periect as man I Wi IJiL*. Say in lace of this, thar 1n her ‘.i‘ht .
woman is as much the SUpCTIOr of man as does man t."i-_':i: in |1I‘>'|'-'H|'1 r
i'-il'l,l.l'r'\ N.—_‘ll_'urt h.]*-i |_\L't-|l as hiberal in endow INg woman— _it hovah's

daughter—as in blessing man—MHis son
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An Experiment in Progressive Legislation
The Granting of Woman Suffrage in Utab in 1870

I'HOMAS G. ALEXANDER

In (869 und 1870, as the nation ‘il}.',c:r1|.1|-+| over rhe .uinp[jun of the
Fifreenth Amendment and universal manhood suffrage, the people of Urah
vonsidered a suffrage question which was so tar ahead ol 1ts time chac the
nation did not adopt it until 19206, Ar thar time these mountain westerners
debared universal adult mr'r'r.i;__-e. female sulfrage as it was then called, or
woman sutfrage as it is generally called roda

Utah was not the first state or rerritory to adopt this measure.* New
] rsey had allowed women ro vote ?-Ii_-ﬂ': 170000 15 and various ocher states
had in che meantime allowed the suffrage ro women for various reasons, often
because they happened o be property owners. Also, in the Scate of Deseret
prior to the organization of Urah Territory, women voted in civil elections
just as they had always vored on ecclesiastical marters in the Church of Jesus
Christ of Lacter-day Saints or Mormon church,

The hrst modern rerritory to adopt universal adult :\u['_frage was
Wyoming Territory whose governor, John A, Campbell, signed a law pro-
viding for woman suffrage on December 10, 186g. The adoprion of suffrage

in Wyoming Territory where men outnumbered women by a ratio of six o

First published in Urab Hierrcal Quarterly 38 (Winter 1970) 20—3

permissuon
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one could not have had the impact it did in Urah where the numbers were
approximarely equal

Nineteentch century Uah dppearc d to non-Mormons or Gentiles, as
they were called in the Mormon territory, to be a retrograde and barbaran
place only slightly more advanced than the Moslem lands of the Near Ease,
with which it was often compared.® The people of Utah, however, considered
themselves to be socially enlightened, and by the standards which obtained in
the United Scaces when universal suffrage was adopred they appear so today,

Surrounded by a roaring frontier country which emphasized the ac-
quisitive, individualistic, and violent, Mormons in 1869 and 1870 talked
about cooperation, self-sacrifice, and a sense of community. In April 186y,
Brigham Young announced a cooperative movement which, for the good of

would “shur off,” many businessmen so the community could be

benefited by central purchasing, manufacruring, and marketing

In the same vein Creorpge ) Cannon, editor of the Deever News and a
COLINSe 'L-.rr o Pruah!rﬂ! ']'i'hjn',,'__ -'Hl]-]l.t‘\i.“_-': the I||1'-.i Ty -.'i}ﬂq]:jt.' li!l‘. _:.:'Ihi ol
the community and not «|:!]|_\h mndividual .|-;‘.\.!l'|[.':.:_:'c in other marters. In
an editorial he lamenced the plight of the American ‘WD[’kIHI\.er;iIr and the

problems cansed by the rapid cencralization of wealtch,

in the hands of the very few in this country {which] is unparalleled,
and the unprincipled use of the power thus acquired, as witnessed
during the recent Wall Street gambling operations [which] cannot
bur cause wide spread distress

[ This shows that] here as elsewhere, when power and wealth are
Ad ~!'.'I.'::r_l .H]‘C- £XE i’t.:‘\ﬂ.'-l by the tew who are not ‘._"_lz'\_:lt't-']. "\ P Il‘i'-

thev are not used pro boso publice, bur are made o answer private

interests and ro subserve selhish ends

Like the larer PTUII::TL"-.‘.I\'L'H, Cannon was convinced that man was

basically good and that che evil he did grew from environmental influences

Man's inclinarion to do evil, is, in most instances, the resulc of habits
which grow out of defective and improper education and training,
When men are rightly trained, they will be unable to perceive a
single advantage which they can gain by doing wrong. If society
WETE r\r-;r\{-rt)' (p.'_q_;.gﬂﬂﬂ-d there would be nu-l'mn;_: that men could
legitimately desire whick they could not obtain by doing right, and,

Ol course, -.J."J;_ii-r such circumstances, ther would be no empiaticn

o do w rong.



AnE XPerrment in Propresiree Laeesslation S

Unlike many in his own time, Cannon, aa immigrant himself, opposed

the movement for IMMIZRALION restriction, even the restriction upon che
Immug ration of oriencals

In another editorial, he lauded the efforts to bring women into the

promotion of the cooperarive and reform movements

With women to aid in the grear cause of reform, whar wonderful
changes can be effecred! Wichout her aid how slow che progress!
Grive her responsibility, and she will prove chae she is capable of great
things; but deprive her of opportuniries, make a doll of her, leave her

nothing to oc upy her mind bur the reading of novels, BUSSIp, [hr.'

tashions and all the frivolicy of chis frivelous age, and her influence 1s

i } ! 1 . il 1o
IOST, and 1instead of Deing & Delp Meel (o man, 45 onginaily intended,

she becomes a drag and an encumbrance. Such women may answer

in other places and among other people; bur they would be our of

place here

Even polygamy, or plural marriage as Mormons preferred to call i,
which was viewed us retrograde and uncivilized by Gentiles, was seen as a
method of reforming society and eradicating social evils by contemporary
Mormons, Church leaders saw this reform as a way of frecing women from
slavery to the lusts of men and making them honored wives and morthers
with homes ol their own and social position. By entering polygamy women
amily formed the basic social wnirc

achieved a place in a society where the far

There is some evidence that Mormon women shared this view because so
many of those who were active 1n [E’:r campaign Or wWoman s ri‘.-,h'h-_'% wWEne

plural wives of prominent Urah citizens. Rather than ssimply racitly acc

polygamy as their burden, these women used cheir social position to promote
a better life tor others in 'l[JL'lLE_\-'-‘

It is bardly surprising, then, thar the predominant sentiment of the
community favored woman suffrage as soon as it was proposed. Represen-
tative George W, Julian of Indiana introduced a bill entitled, "A Bill to
Discourage Polygamy in Urah,” which simply granted women the right to
vote. Professor . K. H. Willcox of the Uniyersal Franchise Association in
argument before the House Committee on Territories said that if the exper-
iment succeeded in Utah it could be extended elsewhere. By chis means, he
was certain, “polygamy would be destroyed.” Delegare William H. Hooper
said thar he favored the bill and opined that the leading citizens of Ueah
would also. The bill never came to a vore

As the time for the legislarive session of 1870 neared, the press of
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Utah demonstrated considerable interest in the proposal. The Urab Magazim
through its editor E. L. T. Harrison and his associate Edward W, Tullidge
|'-=:i-!h|'1l:w! several articles supparting the 1dea. Harrison said char suttrage
oughe to be granted ro women because it was inevitable in the progression

of things. Tullidge argued thar

The nation which does not assign o women a very high part to
play not only in the home circle bur also in all the vical concerns of
humanity, is barbaric in its notions and estare. True civilization had

not yet reached thar naticn. '

A woman Ci][fﬁ'b}',\lf_lndtﬂ[ of l|1l' ML lldrk [!-Il'.' ["'.-.l.‘;'.tluﬂ [hci( WIOITIEnN
have the talent o cccupy any professional position which men could hold
and justified the righrt to vore by the Mormon doctrine of free agency. She was
of the vpinion that women's votes would not change things much because
just as in congregational voring, women would vore pretty much the same
as men. She said, however, that they had the right to express themselves just
the same. Harrison was sympathetic with the view."'

Not unril che legislature bad already passed the act providing for woman
suffrage did church authorities comment editorially on the provision, bur
their approval seems to have been unanimous. President Cannon wrote in
the Deserer News thar the righe of suffrage ought to be granted to all who
can exercise it intelligently. He took the view that neicher men nor women
could exercise their full rights while “the other labors under disabiliry,
however limited.” He was convinced thar women would do more to promote

legislation of such a character as would rend more ro diminish prosticution
and the various social evils which overwhelm society than .'iﬁl\'thl‘.'lln.: hitherto
devised under universal male suffrage

Franklin D. Richards in his newly established f_i:;(f:?:‘f-';u. fram took @
similar tack and emphasized Mormon unity on soc ial and political questions
“Mormonism,” he said, “seeks to provide for, educate and make useful ro the
State the whole feminine portion of the race.” He was quick to point out,
however, that women ought not be raised "above the level of man to be his
governor, guide or lawgiver,” or invested "with powers for which nacure has
not hreed her"'?

It is not atr all surprising, given the sentiment in faver of the move, that
the legislature considered the proposal early in 1870." On January 27, 187
Representative Abram Harch of Wasatch County moved that the Commirree
on Elections be instructed to inquire into the propriety of passing a ill

granting the suffrage ro women. That afternoon, under the chairmanship of



Represeitative John €. Wright of Box Elder County, the Commirttee of the
Whole ook up Hatch’s motion and asked the Committee on Elections w
'\T!ﬂ‘tl‘.i!' f]li IMEtter !'ll]r[ h(r

Oh February 2, Wrighe reported char che Committee on Elections
recomnencled passage of the measure. The report pointed out thar che
OrganicAct granted suffrage to every free white male inhabitant over rwenry-
one yeas of age and limited the nghre to hold office to citizens of the United
States. The legislature appeared to have the right to extend the suffrage roany
other goup it wished. It recommended, also, char the suffrage be extended
to wommn who were wives or daughrers of citizens, because, the report said,
a federa act of April 14, 1802, had granted citizenship to widows and
children of aliens who had received their first papers. " Ac |;rq{1||l1' to this.”
the committee reasoned, “we should narurally infer thar if the widow and
childrenof an alien who had not perfected his citizenship, became cirizens,
that the wife of a citizen became a citizen by being united in MAarrage o
her hushand.” By exercising the franchise, che committes e port continued,
women vould be placed “in & position to protect their own rights by an
'-ti'|'l.'.I| ty the ballor box which we think [ht-_\.' are quite as Competent o
use as weducared foreigners, the negro or chinese,” The committee also
recommended that women be ineligible to hold high judicial, legislative, or
executive olfices, though they mighe be allowed to hold minor positions.

O the basis of this recommendation, Peter Maughan of Cache Counry,

chairmar of the House Commuttee on Elections ]r'[u-[lr-.| back a [u[| On
February §, 1870. The Maughan bill passed all three readings on char day,
Was approved unanimously, and sent to the Council. It prov ided u,]r‘:‘.i'lj chat
any woman twenty-one or older, a resident of the territory for six months,

who was bom or naturalized in the United States or who was the wife, widow,
or daughter of a citizen was entitled to vote in any élection

On February 9, the Council passed the bill with some amendments
which the House refused to accepr. A conference commiteee agreed to accept
the Houwse 5ill and on February ro, both the House and Council passed
the amended version. Orson Prate, speaker of the House, sent the bill to
Territorial *ecretary and Acting Governor 8. A. Mann. Though Mann said
|ll ]I.Id Tyer Erave .|.:|u| Sernous ;|ul:|1r~. of the ‘\'l\\ifrllt _1”|! \4|l|||11r1e-h r'.1' E!"I'.Jt
political ecenomy which makes the ace a law of this Terrirory,” he signed it
on February 12, 1870, because borth the House and Council had passed it
unanimousk. Governor J. Wilson Shafer, who was still in Wishington at che
time, [u” Liele Rl lfe-:-_r't-r thar he intended to wire Mann to vero the hl“
bur he failed ro do so.©

In trwe Urah fashion the Ghost Government of the Ghost State of
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Deseret consdered the proposal. On Febroary 21, 1870, the territorial
l{'_l{lﬂi-ﬂllfl' reonvened itself as the Senare and House of the State of Deserer,
heard the message of Governor Brigham Young, and adopted the laws of
the Territory of Utah for the State of Deseret. In addition the legislature
p.!h\{'{t ."'li I&ltl.f'l.:_: -t}‘["rl‘!\f"l 1) Ill‘li“' rL"sl)‘llJfl(lJ! ({4] uljl\ullr Al .HII-L'[]L![TECEI o
the constituton of the State of Deseret to the people which would allow the
vote to all wimen over the age of twenry-one

'|'hl|1.l_1.'_i the women of Utah had had lictle to do with the acrual passage
of the bill, they were gratified at its enacement. At a meering of the Female
Reliet Sociery in Sale Lake City on February 19, seven days after the passage
of the act, Elza R. Snow, a plural wife of both Joseph Smith and Brigham
Young, propsed an expression of gratitude to Acting Governor Mann for
signing the bll, The proposal was adopred and a committee made up of wives
of some of the most prominent men in the erritory drafted the resolocion
and presentec it ro the acting governor. '

Already on Fe 'lx:':l..u:". 14. 167 two cays afver the [rassa e ILI-!:":L' :,
women had oted in a municipal election in Sale Lake Ciry Though i
probably woud have been difficult to prove, contemporaries say thar the first
woman vorerwas Miss Saraph Young, daughrer of Brigham H. Young and
grand niece o Brigham Young. Even though the women of Wyoming gor
the suffrage frst, women in Utah votred betore their neighbors to che east,
owing to the iming of the municipal election. '

After the suffrage was granted, the women of Uwah did not simply
rest with ther newly won freedom. Mrs. Sarzh M. Kimball, a leader in che

£an

Relief Societyand larer a nationally known woman's nights advocare, b
a program of avic education for the women of the territory. She helped form
clubs, organizd classes in history and pelitical science, and directed the work
generally, Mrs Kimball and others saw chat the Relief Society was put to good
use in the |'|HltHlL' won of activines and classes, Relief Sod |['r3, meetings Eu_-(_;ng_-
classes in govenment, mock trials, and symposia on parliamentary law.®

Womenhegan to rake an active part in public affairs. On one occasion,
Brigham Youwig was asked if he wanred women in such offices as shenifl. He
replied that ifone of his wives, Harrier Cook Young, who had signed the
memarial to Covernor Mann and who happened o be six feet tall, “went out
after a man shy would ger him every time.” In keeping with Young's ideas,
women beganto participate in civic activities. Miss Georgia Snow, a niece
of Judge Zerubabel Snow, among others, was admitred to the bar. Women
were placed o1 school boards in various districes, and as early as Seprember
i-H_.l. WD woncn -n:'l'\'n.! OnN 4 COMNEr s Jjury ar I_!![E:' ( .|l!a.l|\.n.|-u._1 <

The mapricy of the peopie in Utah appear to have been [‘!t ased with chis
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experiment in democracy. Louise L. Greene, editor of the Woman's Exponent,
the organ of the Female Relief Society, expressed this feeling in june 1872
in an early number of the periodical when she said that she was proud that
the women of Utzh did not have to bear the burden of disfranchisement
which the women of most of the Unired States did. Women oughr to have
the right “to say who shall disburse chose taxes {which many of them pay],
how that government shall be conducted, or who shall decide on a question
of peace or war which may involve the lives of their sons, brothers, fathers,
and husbands.”* In April 1883, Apostle Erascus Snow said chat it was the

Lord who

moved upon His servants and the Legislature of our Territory to be
among the first o lead the van of human progress in the extension
of the elective franchise o women as well as men, and to recognize |
the freedom and liberty, which belongs to the fairer sex as well as
the sterner; for the Gospel teaches that all chings are to be done by

COommon Consent

Though comment outside Utah initially saw woman suffrage as an
enlightened move, that view gradually disappeared. The principal reason
for its dissipation appears to have been that women of Utah neicher forced
an end to ]m!!,gunn,'. nor did they elect Genriles to undermine the power
of the Mormon church in Utah. Even the passage of the Edmunds Act (in
1882) did not change the situation, in spite of the disfranchisement of all
inu!\';.lﬂluu\ méen and women. ( il.i[lh'l'\ were thrown .u‘uund .’I.'I'N'.'ll.l l.'hi‘ I:|.|l'.L'-‘|
voting of alien women and urder-aged girls, some of which were probably
true—though the act did allow some women, who would normally bave been
( ”nauit-n-d __1_|.|f:|'|.5_ to vore. As ( 1|I:|l|._'rl « LW :I:I.ki.irr':‘t! "_'hE‘ Edmunda-Tm kl'l’ Act
in 1886 and 1887, chis seniment in Utah reached a peak, and a provision of
the act disfranchised all women in Utah Territory.*?

Thus ended a seventeen-year experiment in political equality between
the sexes. It had burst on the rock of national anti-Mormon and anti-
polygamy sentiment because the enterprise had not had the effect which
mational leaders expected it to have, It had not brought an end to polygamy |
andl church domuination in Urah

One question remains unanswered. Did the Mormoen hierarchy promaorte
woman suffrage in an attempt to strengthen its hold on Utah politics as
some Gentiles believed? This seems hardly to have been the case. Never,
throughout the history of Utah up to the time of granding the suffrage o

women, was there any real possibility thar Genrile men might outnumber



..“H-'H On mei “‘-w"l!i.'_h L':"IL _:"11'~~:5‘JJ'."._'n existec thar the Coming ol I|"|l' l'.]J]:‘i'ulg
in 1869 mught have changed this, cthere is little evidence thar the church
leaders EXped ted it to |i.|;1pl n

[t appears, rather, thar the reasons given in public for granting woman
suffrage in 1870 are the real ones because they are congruent wich the
progressive senoiment among the Mormons ar the time. Cannon's editorials
in thi J':'-u ref \.[-’-'. thie -|i-.|t‘n f'. Organ, arc progressive and DPpUIMIStc in
tone. They speak of the perfecrability of man, the need for equality in
the community, and the |1l_'._']|. |'].llt' of women 1n Mormon sod 1ery ‘]'}‘u':n!_:h
women did not hold ecclesiastical offices, they had always voted on martters
brought before the congregation and Eliza R. Snow and her « ompanions led
the Relief Society and the “Young Ladies’ Department of the Co-operative
Retrenchment Associacion” which evolved inro the Young Women's Mucual

h’j;}‘.’u\c ment Association. Women wer L!|u-[:r.i_l'.r--| by church leaders o

uch leaders as Sarah M. Kimball had a high

parcicipate in publi
place in the public esteem

It was only natural that church leaders and the majoriey of the people
of Uetah, given the COMMUNILY Sentiment, should favor |l'IJ_:,I] ['—..||_'|:|_r_‘;'pa_[|u:'||'|
for women in public life. It is not at all surprising that when the people of
Urah were again given the opportunity to express their feelings on woman
suffrage in the 1895 Constitution, they favored it overwhelmingly. It is also

not surprising, thar |1|'|!|ta[1.|| opposition came from non-Mormons in the

mining districts of Urah.** It seems probable, chen, that in 1870, progressive
sentiment was simply in advance of the rese of the nanion and because of their
ind behefs, the Mormons were willing to move 1in where
.1'!
1
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Woman Suffrage in Territorial Utab

BEVERLY BEETON

I'he Phrenological Journal, November 18

’ I The political franchise was extended to women in the Unived Staces in
tg20 with the racihcation of the Nineteenth Amendment, bur in some

areas of the American West women had been voring for a half-century

rage 1n the late mineteenth

Although orgamzed efforts to achieve woman si

entury were concencrated in New England and New York, women were first
illowed to vore in the Rocky Mountain West

Desiring t | e New ! | W sy andd aterace
investors and setclers, the Territorial Assembly of Wyoming passed legisla
non giving women the right tovote in December 18607 Two months later the
women of Litah Territory were enfranchised. But che experiment with woman

suttrage in Utah received much more attention because Utah had nearly forty
times as many females in its population as Wyoming; moreover, most of those
Urah women followed a religious faith thar practiced plural marriage
Reformers as well as critics intently watched the development of th
temale franchise among the Mormons. The principal preoccupation was

: Y : 1 =
how could what appeared ro be the most liberal view of women's rights




Woman Suffrape in Territovial Utab & &
suffrage—and the most enslaving manal armngement—polygamy—develop
and coexist in the same environment

Assuming that woman suffrage and polygamy were inherently anti-
thetical, earlier reformers had suggested that woman suftrage be employed
to destroy polygamy. For ar least three years prior ro the legislation vesting
the women of Utah wich che political franchise, this idea had been discussed

in the East. The United Stares Congress had gone so far as to consider enfran-

chising Utah women on the assumpeion that the women would immediately
vote down polygamy. When discussed by easterners, the right of Urah women
to vote was almost always seen as a means to eliminate polygamy. The as-
sumption, as illuscrated by Reconstruction legislation, was that che ballo
would be used ro free chose in slavery from their oppressors. The argument
held that plural marniage existed only where women were degraded; there-
fore, it would disappear if women were elevated. And political power was
seen as the means of elevation. In their zeal to eradicare “the second owin
relic of barbarism,” many Reconstruction reformers seized the idea of having
Mormon women vore

In 1BG7-68 when New York suffragise Hamilton Willcox proposed
experimenting with woman suffrage in the territories, he gave parcicular
emphasis to the value of testing the idea in Utah, Nat only could the system
be observed in a territory where there was a large female population; bue, as
a fringe benefit, the Mormon system of plural wives would be eliminared.
The New York Times popularized this proposal, suggesting that perhaps the
enfranchisement of Utah women would result in the casting ourt of polygamy
as well as Mormomism. At the very least, Urah would be a good place to
]

eXperiment with

wWoman sulirage

In the spring of 1869, when his legislation designed o enfran

e the

women of the western territonies stalled in Congress, Indiana Republican
George Washingron Julian followed Willcox's lead and limited his woman
suffrage bill to Utah with the justificarion that women there would wse the
ballor to stop the practice of taking mulriple wives, The Utah delegate to
Congress, William Henry Hoopet, spoke in favor of the bill, but it never
came o a vote

Crenerally, this national concern with women in Utah amused cthe
Mormons. Assuring his readers that Urah women could be enfranchised
‘without running wild or becoming unsexed,” George (). Cannon, ediror of
the Mormon Dewrat News, voiced .ip_pr.-,,\.il of woman suHrage, c .a“mg it an
oppartuniry for the Mormons 1o be an example to the world. The newspaper

:-.! women voted in the semiannoal

also noted that both Mormon men a

church conterences on all matters brought betore the membership




Baztle for the Ballat

In 1869, when the subject of the women of Utah was before the national
Congress, many easterners traveled to Sale Lake City on the newly completed

rranscontinental milroad and recurned home with rales of the Mormon mecca

As one Christian worker summarized the situation for the Chicage Advanc

Nearly all the Mormons believed in polygamy but less than one-fourth
practiced it. Moreover, if the women were lefr to themselves nine-tenths of
them “would vote it so thoroughly out of existence that it would never be
heard of again.™

The headliners of the period who made political names for chemselves,
and considerable sums of money, touring the country lecturing on the
Mormons were Anna Dickenson, Kate Field, and Vice-president Schuyler
Colfax. Colfax, who in 1872 was himself the subject of an expose when the
New York Sun charged him with accepring stock of the Credic Mobilier in
recurn for political influence, delivered his lecrure “Across the Continent
to numerous audiences, inclu ||1||_|._' members ot (-_fvﬂ:i_',l'c':S}. Famous for s
public piety, the Indiana politician enhanced his nickname, “the Christian
Statesman,” by his revelations about Mormonism

Anna Dickenson, an advocare of woman suffrage, roured the East after
her visit to Salt Lake City in 1869 in the company of the United Stares
House of Representatives Ways and Means Commitree. Her specialty at those
appearances was a message of the “Whited Sepulchres” in which she depicted
the condition of Mormon women as deplorable, She told of cheir haggard
COUNteEnances, their ._ie;f-frn] Euul\ﬁ_ and their slavish obedience. A Mormon
missionary in Connecricur reported that Anna Dickenson was paid $150 for
an hour and a half lecrure in which she called for che nation to put down
'|'|||\ gamy as it had Black slavery. In the vears atver the Civil War, Dickenson
had been one of the most popular lecturers on the lyceum circuie, averaging
150 lecrures 2 season and earning as much as $20,000 annually. Although
it was just one of her regular lectures, the “Sepulchres™ speech popularized
the image of the degraded Urah women. Reporting the lecture success
of the “incorngible spinster,” as Mormon elder John Jacques referred to
Dickenson, the Millennial Star writer visualized a confronration berween the
suffragise lecturer and her “fellow-labourer in the cause of human progress,”
George Francis Train. Jacques decided they "would make a magnificent team,
especially when pulling in opposite directions.™

And opposing Anna Dickenson was exactly what George Francis
I'rain did. Avid Democrar and friend of unconventional people and radical
movements, Train had been a friend of the suffragist leaders Susan B. Anthony
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton during the 1867 Kansas Suffrage campaign; later

he sponsored the suffrage newspaper Revolution. In numerous speeches and
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newspaper articles he countered the critics of che Mormon marriage system
Afer his wisit to Salt Lake City in 1869, while campaigning for the Unired
States presidency, "Citizen Train,” as he liked o be called, lectured before
rwo thousand people in New York's Tammany Hall. As an obvious challenge
to Anna Dickenson, his oration was entitled "Old Fogies of the Bible and

Blackened Sepulchres.” Thar “conglomeration of oddities and eccentricities,”

as the Mormon press affecrionately referred to Train, was a lifelong supporter
of Mormon virtues and Utah's righe to statchood, In fict, he was such an
avid defender of the Saines thar he was once asked if he was @ Mormon. He
LII'ISW*."T{'ti |1\' '\-1{" |.|.1 ing |H' |‘i"ili “I-‘l}' one wile .Hl1| Wils Nnor a P\[“rrﬂlln‘ bl_'l_l_' ht_‘
was not sure that he would not become one. In 1870, while lectuning in che
Sale Lake Thearre as Brigham ‘1'1':1.1:1.:'.:\' guest, Trun jokingly conceded chart

: " | 11-
he never commirred adulrery and was therefore almost a Mormon, adding,

Na wonder they call me a crazy man

Train's continuing praise of Brigham Young, whom he o the
Napoleon of colonists,” won Train a place in che hearts of the Mormons
Brigham Young rerurned Train's compliment by describing the eccentric
entrepreneur as a gentleman and scholar who had brains and decency even
though he would occasionally play the buffoen when it appeared profitable
When Brigham Young died in 1877, Train published a long poem in the
Buffalo, New York, Agitator commemorating his friend and reaffirming his
affection for the Mormons, ending with the opllowing play on words:

And though roo Y
We mever shall

Tell my Urah friends to Hold the Fort

myg to miss the Tramn

| sharieé DIREs agamm

And I will guarantee support

Through the years the Mormons were reluctant to be too closely identified
with Train because of his wild campaigns in support of Woodhull and
Claflin, Fenians, Paris Communards, Anarchists, and Young America, and
because of his public displays such as procest fasting and his eighty-day whirl
around the world that inspired Jules Verne's famous story. Nevertheless, Train
continually lauded the Utah experiment with woman suffrage, campaigned
for Utah starchood, and generally defended the Mormons against cheir
defamers. But, because of Train's repurtation, his defense of the Mormons did

not always do them service. As an observer in the Sa/t Labe Tribine saw it, Train

is mad force and make Deseret his hob

was inchned “ro rush in witl

In this period the Mormons attracted suppaorters who were considered

ar least radical if not the lunatic fringe of eastern society. Even P T. Barnum,
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master promoter of oddirties, freaks, and fakes, wrote a letver vo the editor of

the New Yoré Tribame after his twip to Salr Lake Valley i

the spring of 187

defending the Mormons against Anna Dickenson’s accusations about ther
crearment of their women.

While “the Mormon Question,” as the polygamy problem was referred
[0, Wis |:u-||1é; Lli:rl':‘d. 0 [h;- press .Ilhl on the lecture circue, the dea ol
experimenting with woman suffrage in Utah became mare popular. However
the stock argument that the vore would cause women to migrate to the
territory was not used in the case of Urah, both because the Mormons
promoted their marital system as a means to deal with surplus women
and because easterners did not want to encourage more women to move o
Uitah because they feared they might become plural wives. On the contrary
the principal ends easterners hoped to serve by enfranchising women in the
Mormon region were, first, to climinate polygamy and, second, to experiment

I Woman Suffrage

with the idea of woman suffrage. Even the Nation
Association at its 1870 convention resolved that the enfranchisement of Utrah
women was the one safe, sure, and swift means to abolish E‘l';j‘-'_L'_\HII‘- i1 thar
territory

Responding to the proposed experiment with the female franchise, the
Mormon press cynically noted, "It is only the ‘Mormons’ who will sufter;
they will have all the trouble, and the people of the East can look calmly on
until the question is sertled.™

Because che proposal to enfranchise Utah women was tied to the desire
al manvy |‘c'r11!t o :_'Etr]li:ll_lri i-u|'.-.:.lr1!'., the [OrTunes E-T-!i'lt." female franchise

in Utah would rise and fall for the next rwenty years with the battle over

plural marrage. Additionally, women's right to vore wot
local and national scene each ime the questuon of starchood for Utah was
onsidered

[his concern of pi_‘nl‘it outside the territory for women's 1i_|..'!lf [0 Vot
in Utah was the most influential force in bringing about the enfranchisement
of Utah women. Nonetheless, there were women suffrage advocares in the
territory, The first ralk of woman suffrage within Utah was heard trom o
group of liberal Mormon intellectuals who published their ideas in the {tad
Magazine, which developed into the Mormon Tribune that in turn became the
Salt Lake Tribune. These Mormon reformers—the principals being William
S. Godbe, Edward W. Tullidge, E. L. T. Harrison, Amasa M. Lyman, Henry
W. Lawrence, William H. Shearman, and Eli B. Kelsey—created a schems

to end the economic and social insularicy of the Mormon communicy 1 the

Great Basin. Ar the time of the completion of the transcontinental railroad,

these liberals 51_5_;_';_';;5[;-.[ that the Mormons should « poperate with Gentiles
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to develop manufa turing and mining. Mormmon church ofhcials, however,
defended their policy of remaining an agnicultural, self-sufficient kingdom.
In addition to being estranged from Brigham Young's concepr of Zion, the
reformers wanted to infuse spiritualism inte Mormonism. Conflict ensued,
the end result of which was thar Godbe and most of his followers were
excommuniciated or voluntarily lefe che church,

One of the ssues championed by the Godbeites was the equality ol
women.'? In the next T\'.'n:nry-ﬁv(- years, the Deierst Newy obten credited
them with initiating the push for the enfranchisement of women. Why
were these liberal Mormon men advocates of woman _l,Lll'I'r.n_._r\-:_‘ All che
principal leaders—exi ept Godbe and Lawrence who were first and foremaost

merchants—had served as missionaries in England during the liberal era

Since most of the m were directly involved in the editing o

Star, the Mormon newspaper there, they must have heard the arguments in

favor of equality from reformers of the day such as John Stuare Mill. Godbe,

on the other hand, frequently traveled o the East Coast to purchase goods for
his mercantile enterprises and thus was exposed to the irequently discussed
ideas of the day

Early women’s rights activities in Urah centered around the Godbe
family, William 5, Godbe and three of his four polygamous wives—Annie
Thompson Godbe, Mary Hampton Godbe, and Charlotte Ives Cobb Godbe—
were active in the women's righes movement. They made the initial conracts
with eastern suffrage leaders and convened the first meeting in Utah Territory
dealing with woman sulfrage Of all the peopile identified with the Godbeite
movement, Charlotte Godbe was the most important figure in woman
sulfrage

Afrer William Godbe's excommunication all hus wives lefr the Mormon

n because of her

Church except Charlotre, who did not abandon the religi
mother. Charlotte’s mother was Augusta Adams Cobb Young, Brigham
Young's ifth wife. Charlorre had been raised asone of Young's daughters, even
living for a time in the Lion House. Thircy years earlier, Charlotre’s mother,
a member of the prominent Adams family, had fled Boston to become one of
Brigham Young's wives and in so doing abandoned her husband and five of
her children, taking with her six-year-old Charlotte and an infant who larer
died.'?

Many years later Charlotte wrote to Wilford Woodruff, who was then
president of the Mormon church, explaining that when her mocher had
lived in Boston she had been an acquaintance of suffragist Lucy Stone and
had maintained contact with her over the years, Charlotte attributed the

commencement of woman suffrage acrivities in Urah to her mother and
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reported thar it had been her mother’s deathbed wish that Charlotre continue
the work she had begun.** Char.otte did make woman suffrage her life's work

In April 1869, seven months before he excommunicated Walliam
Godbe, Brigham Young had sealed Charlotte to Godbe as his fourth wife
I'his marriage, which Charlotte later referred to as her “painful domestic
experience in polygamy,” ended ten years lacer with a divorce afrer a namber
ot years of SL‘;J'.lrﬂEEDn_ ']'hmllqh she did not leave the church, Charlotre was
never listed among the Mormon women speaking out for woman suffrage
or protesting anti-polygamy legislation, The Mormaons' refusal to accepr her
as one of their own may have been as much a resule of her spiritualistic
activities as the facr thar she was married to Godbe. Nevertheless, for many
years Charlotte continued her women's rights work independently, tharough
letters to the editor and femimst speeches. In those early years she also had
considerable contact with eastern suffragists

Nearly twenty years larer Charlotre recounted how she had “assumed
a4 prominence among the women of the national \'!._[E-f-z'd_:_‘!; mMoveément and
been elected h}' them “to speak before the House Commurctee on chis subject,

and claim for all women the rnighe {to vote], ™" In 1871 in Boston's Fremone

Temple she did speak before a large audience on woman suffrage and on “the
hine and noble women™ of Utah, In doing so, she became the first American
woman with voting rights ro address eastern suffragists. Alchough the ten
minutes of her discourse devored to a defense of Mormon women earned
her the prase of Boston newspapers, they called down the damnacion of
Emmeline B. Wells, pr-‘-mzru mt leader of the puh;_‘.lﬂ]l_rl:s WIDITEN of ."*,l]'. Iillm

City and ediror of the Woman” Exponenr, a Urah journal established in 1872

as the explicit vehicle whereby Mormon women could explain themselves to
the world and report the labors of their Relief Society. In an article in the
Exponent, Emmeline discussed Charlotre’s unsuccessful polygamous marriage
to Godbe and concluded that Charlotte “was not now an advocate for this
principle of the Church, hence could not be a representative for the women
here {in Utah).” As Charlocee later reported, “the morive for chis | saw a
year after when E.B.W. tried to be—what | was—a representacive woman in
political circ les 28

The contest berween Charlotte and Emmeline would continue through
their long careers. Charlorre was a feminist, while Emmeline stood as the
symbol of the polygamous wife. Both remained members of the Mormon
church, and both worked for woman suffrage from their own poine of view
Charlotte persisted because, as she often said, it was morally right for women
| (8] |'.irtll t‘|1._l¢r_' in '."h(':.r Bovernment I.:‘Iln'-l LN L\'u'lrl:&(j I_l:lf WOMmEAn ‘-.LJ‘]','T.].Lf[' as

a means to promote Mormon women, their Relief Society, and the church’s
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..'_'-ul\. such as d.l:r'i'!uun‘. T-l::r L:g"t |_""g _unﬂi-_r !‘-rl\lr'r'n these two }'-r."_-u:_l.,
effective women was constantly being renewed; when Charlotre made a
femanist statement or observation abour Mormon women in the narional or
suffrage press, Emmeline usually countered in the Expowent
Like Charlotte, Annie Thompson Godbe was an active suffragist in
touch with national movement leaders. She was probably the “Mrs. Godby
{sie], wife of the leading reform advocates of Utah," who with Margarer
Lucas, sister of English woman suffrage advocate Jacob Bright, was among
the distinguished guests ar the rwentieth anniversary celebration of the
inauguration of the women’s rights movement held in New York Cicy in
1870, The organizer of the meeting, Pauline W, Davis, concluded, “In Urah
it [woman suftrage] is of less account [than the Wyoming example] because
the women are more under a hierarchy than elsewhere, and as yet vore only
as direcred
{

Within the ranks of the Mormon faithful there were people who favored

woman suffrage at this early date. In 1868 the editor of the Deserer News

noted somi justice wn \\.L‘”:L'n'-b Li.J.JrH o 1i|q r|.u_J|l [0 vorle, relerring o the

recent enfranchisement of Black men, he noted women's intelligence and
said he saw no reason why they should not be admitted o the polls also. In

addition, the editor Sped ul.m:d, “before Jn|'1||.:. |1I'+||:.1 ily in Massachusetts ar
any rate, they will have the privilege granted o them.""™ Over the years the
Deseret Newt was supportive of woman suffrage. Editors George Q. Cannon
and Charles W. Penrose not only used the paper to promote woman suffrage
but often pursued the cause on the lecture platform. Likewise, Franklin D
Richards, who edited the Ogden _JF."H“.'.'.-' am 1n Utah's second cicy, \It[‘-r—l_.'r‘.‘k'd
woman suffrage in both arenas

Franklhin 1) t\. '.“.‘:_F-..iﬁ. !"a!:~ 1’\';;'-:" _'.".J'lt b Rn hards, their son J-r;n};}ur. "‘
Richards, and the latrer’s wife Emily S. Tanner Richards were among the most
forceful voices in favor of women'’s rights within the Mormon church. The
Richards family frequently hosted eastern suffragists during their stopovers
in Utah; and since Frankin 5. was often in the national capital in his role as
atcorney for the church, he and Emily had occasion to make the acquaintance
of prominent suffragists. As a worker for women's rights, Emily would serve
on the Board of Lady Managers of cthe 1892 World's Fair in Chicago and as
a delegare to the Internarional Council of Women. Ultimarely she would be
the initiator of the organization of the hrst woman suffrage association in
Utah in 1888

When the question of extending the vore to women was considered

by the Urah Terrirorial Legislarure in 1870 national attention was focused

on the Mormons. Vice-president Colfax was carrying out a vigorous anci-
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Mormon newspaper and lecture campaign. At the same time, Congress was
inundated with legislation relating to the Mormons. As George A. Smich
noted in a letrer to his cousin Hannah P. Burler, “1 understand abour a dozen
bills have been presented to the Congress in relation vo Utah.” These bills
varied from schemes to partition Utah, giving segments to the surrounding
territorics and states, to proposals disfranchising the Mormons, disqualifying
them from holding public office and sitting on juries, depriving them of the
right to homestead or preempr public lands, or disinheriting their children, '

But the legislation that sparked the greatest response in Mormondom
was that introduced by the chairman of the House Commicree on Territories,
Shelby M. Cullom. He sponsored a bill designed to enforce the anti-polygamy
law of 1862. In a lecter o William H. Hooper, Utah’s delegare to congress,
Brigham Young assessed reaction to the Cullom bill, saying: "Our sisters
here are in high dudgeon over it During the first week of January 187
the women of the Fifteenth Ward in Sale Lake City met o express their
opposition to Cullom’s legislation. Wich Sarah M. Kimball presiding, the
women unanimously protested the bill and resolved to bring their moral
influence to bear against it. A Sister Smith even demanded of the governor
that women be allowed to vote, At the close of the meeting Eliza R, Snow,
who had successively been married to Joseph Smith, Jr., and Brigham Young
and was recognized as che voice of the Mormon leadership on subjects relating
to women, suggested that the example of the women of the Fifteenth Ward
be tollowed bj,' the sisterhood rhroughout the territory.”’

On January 13 “a great indignation meeting”™ was held ar the Old

Tabernacle on Temple Square. Despite the inclement weather over 5,0

women of all ages rallied o hear their sisters decry Cullom’s “"mean,
foul legislation.” For the next six weeks women throughout the territory
responded to the call o voice their objection to Congressman Cullom’s
proposal, From Providence in the north to Manti in the south, mass
meetings of women were convened ro sustain resolurions protesting the
proposed legislation. These gatherings demonstrated how effectively the
church organizational structure could be utilized ro gather and to display
support for a cause. In subsequent years this tactic would be used frequently

Referring to “the great indignation meeting” as one of the grandest
female assemblages in all history, the New Yord Herald editorialized:

It will notr be denied thar che Mormon women have both brains and
tongues. Some of the speeches give evidence that in general knowl-
edge, in logic, and in rhetoric the so-called degraded ladies of Mor

mondom are quite equal to the women’s rights women of the East
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Most eastern newspapers of the day had some positive comments to make
about Mormon women as a resulr of these mass meetings. The New York
Jezirnal of Commierce confessed that che arguments presented by the women n
Utah were fully up ro the mark of the best efforts of Mrs. Mort, Mrs. Stanton,
Miss Anthony, or any of the female suffrage women who were trying to stir
up public sentiment east of the Rocky Mounrains,**

Aguinst this background, rhe Utah Legislative Assembly considered
the advisability of extending the ballot to women. Though the council aired
some reservations, after two weeks of discussion members of boch houses, by
unanimous vote, passed a bill enfranchising women.* The motives behind
the approval of this bill were explained to Congress by Delegate William H.

Hooper

To convince the country how utterly without foundation the popt

ar
assertions went Cconcerming r'ru_ women of the Te rmory, some mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly were in favor of passing the law;

others favored it, convinced of its propriety by the arguments of

the friends of the greac polirical reform

On February 12, 1870, Territorial Secretary 5, A, Mann, serving as acting
governor, signed into law the act conferring the elective franchise upon

women twenty-one years of age or older who had resided in the territory
six months, were born or naturalized in the United States, or were the
wives, widows, or daughters of native-born or naturalized citizens. Though
he L'k]'n ssed has i -"-IIII.IIl dr-uhu a5 [0 t|‘.t' wiscdlom of thas |l'4:1»|..d.'ii_li:_ Mann
justified his signing of the bill by the unanimous legislative vote

Mann was not a Mormon, yet he was >opular with the Saines.” His
prompt signing of this legislation endeared him to the women, who quickly
COnNv Ilu1 i Mecting and cir{'w LLFI a [t",i;JUIIuI EXPressing therr .1&‘[11'tl_'!-dfiuﬂ..
The resolution was delivered to Mann by a delegation of women headed by
poet Eliza R, Snow. In response he penned a lecter |‘|1||”‘r"}"'Jli2'-|”,l-E about
the ineelligent use of the ballot, cautioning that the application of woman
suffrage in Utah would “be warched with profound interest, for upon ies
consistent and harmonious working depends in a great measure its universal
adoption in the Republic

Mormon faithful William Clayton was less philosophical when he
noted, “the poor, enslaved downtrodden!!! women of Utah can now act for
themselves and rake revenge on the men of lsrael.” Bur as Clayton gleefully
observed, those who expected the Mormon women to use the vore against

polygamy would “gnash their teech with rage” and “foam worse than ever,”
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for “there are not many women here but will sustain all the measures of the
authorities betrer than some of the men do

Once the news was out, messages came in commending the Mormons
tor their action "C-_Jn_,u_'n-.tul.n 1ons. Woman Suffrage, Greenbacks, Protection,
Morality, Temperance, Staresmanship, Presidential Plarform.” So read the
telegram sent by chat perennial friend of the Mormons, George Fruncis
Train, upon the passage of the bill. Brigham Young's reply to Train was a
cautious, “Family and friends all well, Return congratularions. Truch, liberry,
happiness, and mountain air are lovely and desirable.”

The Bricish PIess el ted differently, The Londan f—_)e::f_‘_. T\'..I'Il.ll_'f..f.lﬂ;l rhetor-
ically addressed its comments to philosopher John Stuarc Mill and asked
how the women of Utah could vote yet sustain plural marriage, as “the great
indignation meeting” appeared to do

Two days after the act was signed into law, municipal elections wer
held in Sale Lake Cicy, and, according to Brigham Young, rwenty-five
women exercised their newly gained right to vote. Reportedly, Seraph Young
“llj.';h.ll!] s niece, was the iirst woman to cast her ballot.® The New York Globe

summarized the historic occasion

A morning dispatch informs us that the women of Utah vote to

day, since fermale _-,uﬂ'r.llsu' has become a law in thar rerritory, We
expect they will go to the polls in a quiet orderly, lady-like manner,
and deposit their votes without any jeers or opposition from the
gentlemen. If this thing can be done in rthe “wicked and immoral

city of Salc Lake, where women are supposed to be held in less
estimation than they are in the high-toned and healthy cities of New
York and Boston, why may it not be accomplished in every town
and hamlet in the Union? That the women of Utah will to-day vote
to abolish polygamy, we do not expect. They are as much in favor of
that system as the men. It is wrong to expect this of women of Utah,
and it will be unfair to call female suffrage a failure if they do refuse
to abolish polygamy. The question, however, is not up for decision, !

Woman suffrage was a reality in Urah Territory. Mormon women had
registered their dismay with the Cullom bill and in so doing had, ro a degree,
sustained the patriarchal family system of multiple wives practiced by the
Saints. Now the Mormons were able to say to the world that women were
not held in bondage but were free, thinking beings willingly participating
in plural marriage. Nevertheless, Senator Cullom continued to push for

legislation to abolish polygamy. When the House approved his bill, many
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newspapers talked of imminent war if it became law. Back in Zion, Mormon
military regiments drilled while committees throughout the territory held
mass meetings of men and women to draw up remaonstrances protesaung the
pending legislation as tyrannical. *

These mass meetings were well planned and aimed for long-range
results. Acting under Brigham Young’s direction, Daniel H. Wells corre-
sponded with Delegare Hooper, advising him rhar John T. Caine would be
arriving in Washington, D. C., to deliver proceedings of the mass meerings
and to assist Hooper with some “efficient aid, by forming public opinion
through the press and ocherwise, not only paving the way towards the defear
of the Cullom bill in the Senare, bur also in the martter of our admission as a
Stare it che Union

As agitation against the “second twin relic of barbarism™ reached

a high piech in the national capital, even the Godbeites, who had been

excommunicated trom the ?\fl’-!’l’!'ﬁ:' hurch or had lete \-ll!l]llf.lrll'.\ met \\':{!1
non-Mormon friends at the Masonic Hall in Salt Lake Ciry ro draft a memorial
to the Senare -I\Ll'll.l.' for a modification of the most obnoxious portions of
the Cullom bill as passed by the House. Maost attending the meeting voiced
their objection to polygamy but noted that the proposed legislation against
it appeared unjust and overly severe

The House of Representatives had approved the bill after amending it
to remove the sections empowering the president to send troops to Utah
And alchough Urah women had been enfranchised less than three months,
a clause had been added to Cullom’s bill withdrawing chac privilege. This
section of the legislation would have deprived the women of suffrage and the

right to serve on jurics. Senator Cullom was pushing hard; he had tried

make it the ofhcial mission of the Republican party to eradicate polygamy
along with slavery. However, the Senate adjourned for the summer wicthour
acting on the macter

During the summer of 1870, national concern about the Mormons was
amplified by the agitation of Rev. J. P. Newman, Methodist preacher and
chaplain of the United States Senate. In reaction to the Cullom bill debates
and Delegate Hooper's defense of polygamy, Newman delivered numerous
speeches in Washingron, D). €., against polygamy. That summer he appeared
vate the question of

in Salt Lake City to challenge Brigham Young to di
whether or not the Bible sancrions p:-|j.'u.l|u Young refused Newman's
challenge, bur Orson Pratt did present the Mormon view in a debate staged in
the Salt Lake Tabernacle. Upon rerurning to the national capital, Newman's
wife organized a Woman's Christian Associstion for the benefir of Urah

women with a Mrs. Hollister, Vice-president Colfax’s sister, in charge of che
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activities of the association in Salt Lake Ciry

Six montchs after the passage of the act permitting Unah women to
vote, and amid walk of having the legislation F*rf-lmur‘a{f—r_i unconstirucional
by the rerritorial supreme court, the women of Urah went to the polls to
cast their ballots in territorial elections, Despite a considerable amount of
what men referred to as “good humored chaffing,” a large number of women
entered the polling places through the separate women's entrances and cast
their votes, A few individualises took their feminism seriously and voted for
women for public office. "One lady vored for a lady to be a Commissioner to
locare University Lands, also for one ta be a Representative in the Terrivorial
Legislature, and for one to be County Treasurer.”** A visiting observer was
not impressed. As he saw it, “the Mormon women cared but Little for the
privilege of voting and cast their ballots just as their Bishops directed

No doubt many Mormon women were ambivalent abour their newly
_'.'.llllt"J Il'u]J[l'._'ti_ role; some were even ape nly cr[‘["fr'_-t'\i L0 WOHNEN :.!J\H‘I;: prart
in political affairs. The minutes of women’s meetings in the Salt Lake City
Fifteenth Ward reflect the full spectrum of views on voring. Some women
clearly declared themselves for women's rights; some said they had little
interest in policics but would vore "for good men 1n office not enemies.”
Ochers admitred they had always considered polities beneath women and
were thus not interested 1n voting.*

Brigham Young's analysis of Utah women's hirst experience at the polls
was that the ladies of Mormondom had gone “forth in force and voted for
the only man who raised his woice in the Halls of Congress in defense of a
pluralities of wives™ —William H. Hooper. In short, the women had used
their political power o affirm the institution of polygamy by reelecting
Hooper. It is doubtful that this was a conscious affirmarion on the part of
women. Hooper was, after all, an aggressive advocate of woman suffrage
during his days as delegare to Congress

Reportedly, ic was Hooper, possibly inspired by Charlotte Godbe, who
had proposed the idea of granting Utah women the franchise in 1869 when
Congress was considering imposing female .\il.lﬂ'rugt- on Utah, Hooper was
also credited wich engineering the signing of the bill by Acting Governor
Mann, Hooper, who was in Washington when the terrivorial legislature passed
the enfranchising bill, allegedly persuaded Thomas Fitch, congressman from
Nevada, to telegraph Mann to sign the bill. Gov. J. Wilsen Shaffer, who was
also in Washington, was about to instruct Mann to veto the bill when Hooper
and Fitch convinced him that the whole woman suffrage thing was a hoax

While the Mormons pointed to the reality of women voring in Urah

as a refuration of Anna Dickenson’s “Whited Sepulchres™ and "Woman's Cry



from Urah” speeches, Hamileon Willcox, in a Reswlurion article, insisted char
women s enfranchisement had sealed polygamy's doom. Utah women held
their future in their own hands, he said; therefore, Congress should ler Urah
alone. At the same time, che Revalurion artic les objected to the Cullom ball
since it had been altered to take the righr of suffrage from Utah women

At this juncrure the Mormons repearedly reminded Congress thar the
idea of enfranchising women in Urah had been first pursued by Congress and
thac the territorial legislature had passed its female franchise ace ac the very
time that similar measures were being considered in Washingron. "Bah!" was
the Salt Lake Herald's response to the frequently heard accusation char the
Mormon-dominated legislature had given the women the vote as a means of
strengthening cheir potential power against non-Mormons in Utah

still, most analysts see the reason for the enfranchisement of 1lrah
women solely in terms of the ;,if.;'t_;,nu.-_» withm the rerritory, and most accept
the theory thar it resulted from an effort on the part of the Mormons to
increase their political power in hopes of keeping political control our of the
hands of non-Mormons, As Alan P. Grimes argues in his Puritan Ethic and
Woman Suffrage, "Women voters were not so much pawns in this struggle as
reserve troops to be called npon when needed, ™

One contemporary version credits Brigham Young—supposedly afraid
of

of the influx of miners into the territory—with devising the scheme

,5_.',r;llll'|l|ll.'. the II.l'.le o Ve ro women:

Capitalists and prospectors multiplied. The wily deceiver then
evolved from his narrow soul the magnanimous schem of enfranch:s-
ing the women. The Mormon iz'l-._'h;'_;r:arr passed the bill. The Gennle
miners were mostly unmarried men, or had left their families in the
East. Every Mormon citizen thus had his civil power extended in

\Hl‘lr‘-i'l'llelt nce with his numerows alliances. ¥

Certainly, some Mormons may have feared that the territory would be
overrun by ourtsiders once the railroad provided easy access, Nevertheless, at
the time the woman suffrage legislation was passed in 1870, the territory’s
population was By 000—Iess than 4,500 of whom were non-Mormons.+
Although the Deseret Newes admicced char such an influx was possible, it did
“not anticipate such a result.” Even when the non-Mormon population did
increase, the Mormons securely maintained their political superiority. During
the final twenry-five rerritorial years, the Mormon men alone outnumbered
the non-Mormon men four to one. If there were already more than four

Mormon voters for every non-Mormon vorter, it obviously was not necessary
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to double the Mormon elecrorate by giving women the vore. "Reserve
troops” would never be needed, not even if the men who practiced polygamy
(probably around one-fourth of the total Mormon men) were disfranchised
Specularion based solely on events within the territory might, instead, lead to
the conclusion that the Mormon leaders, shaken l"r}' the liberal schism, were
not afraid of growing non-Mormon political power bur were questioning
their own ability to maintain Mormon political solidarity.

Though motives for enfranchising the women of Utah can be found
within the rerritory and within the Mormon scructure, the most compelling
reasons were external: the need to counter the image of downtrodden Mormon
women, thus stemming the tide of anti-polygamy legislation, and the desire
to find lobbying power and congressional support in the move to achieve
statchood. Some astute Mormon politicians saw that the enfranchisement
of women in Utah territory would rally che eastern-based woman suftrage
organizations and congressmen favorable to women voting and thar these
lobbyists would counter attempits by some members of Congres: 1o pass
legislarion designed ro eradicare polygamy, The Mormon leaders also saw
the possibility char this same women suffrage lobby could be recruited to
assist with statehood. As George Q. Cannon, the Urah delegare 1o Congress
fallowing Hooper, summarized it, “The extension of suffrage to our women
was o most excellent measure. It brought to our aid the friends of women
suffrage, ™3

If motives derived from the Mormons n:l.lhnnship with the larger
American society and the federal government are accepred, then Mormon
women and eastern ‘xi_ﬂlilf.’ll._':slu WEre pawns, not reserve voling trops. The
woman suffrage movement gave the Mormons a national stage upsn which
they could demonstrate that polygamous wives were intelligert beings
capable of thinking for themselves and therefore willing parricpants in
F~tur.|| MArrage, not the downtrodden slaves |1.i|nu-d i:\'_n' lecture-burena circunt
llt]{ rs

National suffrage leaders carefully warched the Urah experiment, Susan
B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton of the National Woman Suffrage
Association were particularly concerned, The "maidenly Susan B." and the
“motherly Stanton,” as the Deerer News referred to them, visited Uah in che
18708 to see firsthand what impact the ballot in the hands of wamen was
having. Stanton held a five-hour meeting with a large gathering of Mormon
women in the Old Tabernacle. Having discussed vanous possibl: marital
arrangements, Stanton concluded thar none was ideal from the female point
of view. She talked openly of what would be termed “family planniig™ voday
She advised Mormon women that “quality rather quancity” should be sought
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in their offspring and thar they should not become mothers oftener than once
in five years. Subsequently, Sranton was barred from Mormon podiums.
From 1870, when women were enfranchised in Utah, unril 1887 when
Congress took the vore from Urah women with the Edmunds-Tucker Act, the
National Woman Suffrage Associarion lobbied Congress in defense of Urah
women’s rights, Belva Lockwood, the first woman lawyer to be permirred to
practice before the Supreme Court, led the suffragists’ defense of Mormon
women in Washingron. As Lockwood saw it, the fight against the numerous
bills designed o "elevate” women of Urah and “relieve” them from their
"]mud.hgt'" by re'}-t'iLJul_L', the territorial act giving them the franchise was
'not only a hght for ‘Mormon™ female votes—it is a contest for women's
equal rights on principle.”** While national suffrage leaders such as Anchony

and Lockwood were defending Mormon women's rights, anti-polygamy

associanions thar were ¢ !Hu_}.i.' ried ro the early Women's Christian Tl'r‘.'a:.—\-c-r_u‘.:_:_
Union were campaigning against women vocing in Utah. The issue came to
full boil in 1887 when Congress disfranchised Utah women

In 1895 during the Uwah Constirutional Convention the hortest subject
of debate was the woman suffrage gquestion. Should the Utah State Consti-
tution dehne che electorate to include women? Most Mormons said yes and
most non-Mormaons said no. One articulare Mormon, the delegace from Davis
(_._ULIJH}J_ Brigham ||l'l|l'j. Roberts {also known for his work as a historian),
aggressively opposed women voting. First, he said, it would endanger state-
hood; but, when pushed, be admicted that he did not believe women should
be involved in politics. Roberts’s “manly stand”™ made him a hero in some

circles. In recognition of his efforts against woman suffrage, he received bou-

quets of roses from anonymous admirers and members’ privileges for chirty
days at the all-male Alea Club in Salr Lake Ciry

In response, the Urah Woman Suffrage Association rallied its supporr-
ers. Franklin 8. Richards and Oson F Whitey, another historian, debated
against Roberts. The final decision was in favor of including woman suf-
frage in the constitution which became effective when Utah became a state
in 18961 With statchood, women in Utah gained full voting privileges.
Women in the surrounding states of Wyoming, Colorado, and Idaho also
were permitted to vore in 1896, but it would be another twenty-four years be-
fore the Nincteenth Amendment would be ratified making it illegal to deny
access to the polling place on the basis of one’s sex in all states of the Union

The national suffragists’ experience with the question of woman suf-
frage in Utah helped to move them closer to what is referred 1o as the
Vicrorian Compromise and preoccupation with the franchise. The National

Woman Suffrage Association—which had been most critical of the monog-
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| been pressured, as William L. O Neill

TS '\,illi

not to allow the organization w be used by Victoria Woodhull to promote

free love. Likewise. moderate suffragists obiected o Belva Lockwood de

fending Mormon women in words often interpreted as a defense of plural

marriage. For two decades the National Woman \:_|f'|'r-_1l-,:¢ Assoctation cham

pioned Utah women's right to vote and in so doing damaged its image. That

wing of the hll.ﬂ-l'il‘l;'(' movement was discredited because of its identification

with the noncraditional family structure and irs critiques of monogamous

marriage. Faced with attacks from all sides if they attempted to analyze the

traditional family structure, women's rights advocates began at the turn of

the century to confine themselves more and more to one subject—the vore

Suffrage became the jpanacea [hus, a femanist 1'.1|'U=lll|._"_\. of woman's role in

] i =
society, which might have resulted 1n a much greater ch

in sOCety than

woman sullrage ;‘rl'}\ji_:'.."_".!l_ was not lorchcoming

Ik\.lﬂl 5

I'he single most comprehensive, basic source of original marenal on the woman
sullrage movement in the United Staces 18 the six-volume History of Woman
Sufirape edited by Elizabeth Cady Stancon, Susan B, Anchony, Matilda |, Gage,
and Ida H. H.a:'}-tr and originally ;'l||l|n||r'-': during 1B81—1922 (e print e

New York: Arno, 196g). Ch
U'tah, based on imnformation

Richards. An

be Suffrape Movement by Carrie Chapman Catt

apter Of of volume 4 15 devoted to activities in
| by Emmeline B. Wells and Emily S

The Inmer Sitory

ers Shuler was

e
published in 1923; recently ir was reprinted with an introduction by T. A
Larson (Seartle: University of Washangton, 106g) Iime W. Davis’s small
volume, A His of the National Woman's Rights Movemens (New York, 1871

fe |'rJ|lILJ l.'j. Source Book Fress in 197 15 @ pood source '.JJ-I‘{L"-'II" On WoIman
suffrage for the vears 1870-71. William L, O'Neill, Everyone Was Brave: Th
Rise and Fall af Feminism in Ameriva (Chicago: Quadrangle, 1969), presenty an
interesting analysis of sufftage, The two best interpretive studies of woman
suffrage are Eleanor Flexner's Centary of Strugple: The Wangan's Rights Movement
o hhi f'f.'.'.-'frfr Ntates -:('.|||||:-1'u|.|.'_t' Mass Hurvard l:I]J\'t!Sil}. 158} which 18
an instirutional study and Aileen Kraditor's ideological study, The Ideas of

the Woman's Suffrage Movement, 18901920 (New York: Columbia University

1S )
Susa Y » Gares brought together most of che information on womsan
suffrage 1n Urah that found its way int hustories of the suffrags

movement in the United States. Addivional informanion can be found n
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Utah Seate Historical Sociery, Salre

TI0ns (ToM NEwsPapers histo

Wy accounts, especially those of Gates, on woman saffrage in the W
for volume 5 of Hesrr Threbs of the Wesr (Salr Lake City: Daughters of Urah
Pionecrs, 1944). Ralph Lorenzo Jack's "Woman Suffrage in Litah as an Issue
in the Mormon and Non-Mormon Press of the Terticoey, tR7o—1887" (M.S
thesis, Brigham Young University, 1954) does not attempe o analyze the
woman suffrage activiries in deeail, but ic does demonserate how the rwo sides
used the idea of woman suffrage to promote their cause, In her February 14,
1974, Charles Redd Lecture at Brigham Young Universiry, Jean B. White
detailed the events surrounding the inclusion of woman suffrage in the Urah

constitution. See “Woman's Place Is in the Constitution: The Seruggle for

E Juial H:.-i.r- in | '.,|!: nI |['f I "-.J.'- r."'a.a".'-'..: §2 VI T4) -'u_‘i._'."
In The Puvrian Ftfuc an Suffrape (New York: Oxbord, 1 7
rimarily with w age mn the West, Alan P Grimes, empl
'] ANX e to those d opedd I\ I
argucs that  the CONSTUITRENCY !_':-l[--l':“:.' woman sulfrage was II'I‘IIE‘-‘\t-‘.' -'-"s:_
whio als SLEPOTT d i‘rl.lhjl'-,'\;,g;:""_- immigration restnction and el woman
suffrage would further their enacement.” In his article, "An Experniment in

Progressive Legislation The Granting of Woman Suffrage in Urah in 1870,"
Utah Hiitorical Quarterly 38 (1970); 20-30, Thomas Alexander argues that che
Mormoiis were progressive, ahead of their time in -.I||'|}'|cltl N wornan Sa_li-l-f:igt‘.
I A. Larson has made the most derailed soudy of sulfruge in Wyoming. The
most thoroughly documented version of his analysis 18 "Emand (pating the

Wese's Dolls, Vassals. '|'|_!I1i_|_-,\._ Dru.,j_ul.-. Iae Ornigins of Woman .‘:illl‘f!'.l.':_'t' mn

the West,” in Roger Daniels, ed., Euay 0 Western Hestery tn Homor af T A
Larsen (Laramie: Universicy of voming, 1971 =14

| i 3 It in K ¥ York W X pav 1315

I A s t fw wis a leaching 1 ber, credir ¢

uffrage in Utah, Three years larer in an address betore the House Commircee

n Territones he publicly rock credit for onginating the wdea of [J||I'_=[',¢_]l!'.-:.",_¢_f

Urah women; George Q. Cannon admitted thar Willcox's starement was

substantially correct. See Saoramenro [Tnion, | anuary 14, 1874; Wom -_fm:.'fl.?.u'
(Boston), January 24, 1874.

Jeauenal History of the Church,” July 5, 1869, Archives Division, Hiscorical
Deparement, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Sale Lake City.
Mllennzal Star (Liverpool, England), October 186g, 683

Dgieret Neww, July 23, 187

Salt Lake Tribume, November 23, 1871

In both England and the United States in the second halt of the nineteenth

entury considerable discussion centered on what was called che “surplus
women problem.” While society was resisting efforts by some
greater i ndence and fuller participaticn, it was also conce




excess number of females over males. In a culture that
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prescnbed that woman s
roRe Was o serve as mocher and wile 1n 2 monogamous :.J..'!I:.- the fact that
there were more women of marnageable age than men was a real problem
Immigrarion to the Unired Srates was scen by some as one alternative
In their proselyting efforts in England, the Mormons capitalized on thas

problem by actively seeking temale converrs and advertising the opportuniries
tor prosperity and social mobility in America However, (ht}' never ofhcmlly
proposed polygamous marrage as a solution o the “surplos women problem.”
Instead, they consistently defended plural marriage in rerms of religious
conscience, The Deseret News, nevertheless, printed countless articles on the
subject of surplus women and reprinted stories from all over the world on the
problem

Deseres News, March 18, 185¢

Gentile™ was used by Mommons to descrnibe anyvone curside their faith
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A Feminist among the Mormons

Charlotte lves Cobb Godbe Kirby

BEVERLY BEETON

harlotee Ives Cobb Godbe Kirby, who held that che question of one's
sex did nor prevene the full and free expression ol inrelligence, was a
fermninist of the nineteenth century.” A woman who fought for the rights of all
women, Charlotre urged women to stand by each other and work uniredly for
the whole of womanhood. This message of union she delivered to a suffrage
meeting at Boston'’s Fremont Trmj‘lr_' and to a« ongregation of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Larter-day Saints in the Mormon Tabernacle in Logan, Utah
Charlotte was a feminist, a suffragist, a plural wife, a Mormon
She was one of the first in Utah Territory to speak in favor of the
enfranchisement of women; as early as 1869 she was arguing tor equal
policical righrs for women, While forcefully articulating the case for women's
rights, Charlotre remained a member of the Mormon church. As the letters®
addressed to the president of the Church of Jesus Chrise of Lacter-day Saints,
Wilford Woodruff, demonstrate, her religion was important to her.
Both her piety and her close attachment to her mother caused Charlotre

to remain close to the church. Her mother, Augusta Adams Cobb Young,
was Mormon leader Brigham Young’s ifth wife. In the 18408 Augusta, a
First published [tk Historizal ‘_,'i_'-_:".‘_-r.:. 50 (Winter 1991} 22—-31 by

PETTILISSION
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member of the prominent Adams T-J'Tn:.’j., had fled Boston to become one of
Yﬂllﬁ}: s wives., At that onme she JE?..ITH.!:I'.':L\.' her husband .|!u1l nve of !i‘:r'r
children, taking with her six-year-old Charloote and an infant who later died
Charlotre was raised as one of Young's daughters and lived for a tume in
Brigham Young’s Lion House with his polygamous wives and their children

In April 186g Charlotte was married and according to Mormon practice
"sealed for time and all eternity” to William 8. Godbe. She was one of
Godbe's four wives, This marriage, which Charlotee later described as her
“painful domestic experience in polygamy,” ended in divorce ten years later
after several years of separation. Though she did not leave the church when
Godbe was excommunicated, shortly after their marriage, Charlotte was
never listed by the Mormons as one of their women promoting woman
suffrage or protesting anti-polygamy legislanon even though she did both

The Marmons’ refusal to accept her as one of their own may have been as

much a resule of her involvement in spiritcalism as the fact that she was
married o Godbe

In 188 §; i how years after her divorce from Godbe . Charlorte married
a wealthy non-Mormon mine owner by the name of John Kirby who was
cwenty yeirs younger than she was. Living the remainder of her life in Salr
Lake City, until her death in 1908, Charlotie continued her campaign for

\‘\-'ﬂ?l"l'lf“{i-h I']’L: 1149 1"-[1:'7 l.l”', WIITIAN ':‘.LIH“I"AH(' .Li i III..II.‘il' \[1!'1'! ]I["\', wirote !(‘l ters
to editors, and lobbied politicians on the local and nacional scene to unite
women and gain support for women’s political righes

Charlotie was actively working for woman suffrage in Utah and on the
national scene in 1870 when women 1n Urtah Territory were first granted che

right to vote as a result of lt'_.,'!\i.ll‘]!a_'! passed by the terrivonal legislar

ure, in

1887 when the United States (_.u?.é.rri\ in an eftort to eliminarte ;'-li:.__g.:.-_n‘.:.
ook the vore trom women in LUrah, and 1n 1896 when Utah joined the Union
with a constitution that once again enfranchised women. In 1889, ar a rime
when Urtah women were trying to regain the right to vote, Charlotte sought
to have her leadership in the movement recognized by Urah women and LDS
church officials, Over the years she had vied for che leadership role on suffrage
issues with Emmeline B. Wells, and in 1889 she thought she was a betrer
leader because she was not a polygamous wife as Wells was. The following
letrers are Charlotte’s own accounr of her suffrage work from 1869 to 1889

Salt Lake City Feb 5/8¢
Pl't'ﬁ {I“;.IHIJI'-: f \t1whir'_]”.
| hope you will pardon me, for troubling you with a matter thar may

be of no interest to you. Since ir is a matter of history & of IMpOrtance (o me,
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& 1 do not know, whom to communicate with unless it be the President of
the Church, in which I was reared, & of which | am sall a member

A number of years ago as long as when Capt{ain] Hooper® was our
Delegate to Congress, 1 being East at the time, took an active interest
in Woman's Suffrage, & th'refugh] a personal influence used among my
relatives & friends in Washington, New York, & Boston, also letters | wrote
to leading papers, & words | spoke at conventions of W.[oman] S.{uffrage]
Meetings, assisted indirectly perhaps in helping the bill to pass which gave
to the women of Utah the right to Ve, Captlain] Hooper wrote to me
a note, while sicting in the Gallery of the House, (he being on the floor)
“Persevere in the spirit you now are & you will nor only bless yourself—but
the Community among whom you were reared.” | persevered & became a
member of the W.leman] 5.[uffrage] A.[ssociation]. The bill passed which
mide me a literal representative of the question thar my sister women in the
U.[mreed] S.[tates] were only theonizing abour, hence 1 at once assumed a
prominence among them, was elected at the next convention to speak befory
the House Commirtee on this subject, & claim for all women the righe |
have had bestowed upon me. (Some years later when it was known here)
Postmaster General Howe* & his good wife were my friends, he was chairman
of the Committee on Territories, | fnowe my words to him influenced him
favorably in his decision on Usah affairs, ar this time.

| \I‘Ukt’ at a W.oman] S {uffrage] Convention in Boston, before thou-
sancls of people in Fremont Temple. The evening being given to Wendall
Phillips,* & Mary A. Livermore,” they insisted that 1 rake half an hour, &
speak of Suffrage for aff women, | told them | would speak twenty minutes
for W.{oman] 5.[uffrage] if they would ler me speak ten minutes for the pure
& noble women I knew 1in Utah, the y consented, & | never \'.:.'\cr'k: better in
my life, for bath causes.—

The Boston papers next morning said, in cricicism “The Mormon
women are "‘l]r[ll'[l"lti.' 1n I].]\-il .LI' S0 I1|'||'t'! il 1h.ll'|'ll'|l1|f|. as hi"l (.l'l'.lrlflltf I‘-l"‘-
Godbe and they would do well to send her to the coming Congress for
Women as a Delegate,” This was read in Utah by a fisele woman Ed. [itor] of
a licele paper” pub.{lished] in Salt Lake City, she immediately took her pen
in hind ro show why | was not eligible to such an office, & crelly gave to the
world thro'{ugh] the same paper—that had kindly criticized me,—my paintul
domestic experience in polygamy, adding thar I was not now an advocate tor
this principle of the church, hence could not be a representarive for the women
here. This did much Aarm to the course | was advocating, Woman Suffrage
in Utah, & Mrs Livermore said to me “is this one of your grand women, you

spoke so eloquently of at the meeting in Fremont Temple?” The mative for
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this | saw a year after when she E.[mmeline] B.[lanche] W.[ells] sriad to be—
whar | was—a representative woman in pelitral cirdles, it was not, thar [ was
not doing a good work in this way for Urah. Prejudice melred before me, &
I made many influential friends beat down the biar]riers & made it possible
for those women who followed me, to speak at these conventions. For fen
years she has systematically misrepresented me, & wever has my name appeared
in her fitly paper with credit, Altho[ugh] she would Eulogize, the women |
had made friends to Utah's question.

Belva Lockwood" was wery much prejudiced, when 1 first met her,

_ﬂf.ﬂ'llﬂ“\ 1|l|l. \\'“rLi'li .l\\r'}l}-\l.i!l\: T}'II:'_' next _\'['Jl' .l“l..,'[ my returnto l, l[.\l '}h{' WO
me a letter saying "Get a petition signed by some of your most influential
wWomen i‘:wft"ullll_l.f drainse Ih[" FllH‘F.l_ﬂ!' tK'IHx taken from vou, & I WI]] L
that it is wed throum under the table.” 1 vook 1t to a meeting in the 15ch Ward,
& asked the privilege of reading ir. Sister [lkabella M.]) Home & a few of
the sisters presiding looked ar ir, & then invired Zina Young, Aunt Zina's®
daughter to read it—it was a Lawyer’s penmanship, & with great difficuley
she made our 1o ge at the pornt of che lecter; it was then handed back to me,
no comments. Bue there was one who saw the poings, she, Elmlmeline Wells,
immediately ser about raising money to bwy my friend; & our poor sisters
were called upon to donare to this fund five hundred dollars, to pay Belva,
tor daing thar which she had offered me to do for nothing,.

[t is just such things as chese that has made me more confident in the
decernment of many Mormon women,—I always seem to know by instincr,
whom it wsll do to crust, & people who are true to themelves, will usually
be true to everybody else. | wish women could loose themselves, for a time in

ETEat questions, as men do, & work for the guestion at issue, & not aff wanr to

ing good work

be Gemerali! But uf hold the hands of asy woman who is

for their side. 1 have been reading of late with interest, The leaves from vour

that existed berween the founders of this

Journal, published, & the s

Faith, must have been one cause of its establishment then

A movement is now made for a W.[oman] § [uttrage] A.lssociarion] of
Utah,'” | have been invited to join, & while I dp not wish to be a General,
I would like some respect shown me, as the first woman, who spoke for
W.[oman] S.[uffrage] for Urah, and as an earnest worker in the cause for
several years, & the dirabilicy—Mrs E.[mmeline] B.[lanche] W.[ells] tried ro
show ten years ago, now forms my abifiry in working for this cause. Had I
have been ."" rmatied Lo E0OOn in my E:!'H.'hj work—irt seems fo me as of W {nman?
Sfuffrage] in Urah would have been ren yvears ahead. "Mais Bur Lhomme
er}\u'q [s2c]) et Dieu l}|\i\¢:v;

President Woodruff, if I £nee my own heart, I must be true, to myself




& to my lellows, | come of that stock. After my painful expenience in plural
marriage, it would be strange if | could fe! other than 1 do. Bur upon
this subject, | have never had anything to say publicly & never wish too
[1i¢] have. Polinics & religion won't mix —& we are now rying, to form a
political association for women entirely free from ft|]j_2_,10t_t5 cies, into which
the Methodist & Catholic woman can come & work, while holding her own
consciencious [ric] views:. The women ol other religions are not willing to
admit or work with women as officers who are in any way connected with
polygamy. Hence some of the best workers will have to be left out 51I.I.L'!||< ly,
but if they will uphold the hands of those who can work.'" One year, will
show God's prr'nid-:"l‘l-. e in this, as in all His Works. With kind wishes, I am
vours rruly

Charlotte Ives Cobb Kirby

February 11, 188y
Mrs. Charlotre I. C. Kirby,

Your favor of Feb. sth, relating to your labors in the cause of Woman's
St rage for many years past, has been received and pr:-rusa:d with much
Interese.

It would seem, from your statement of labors performed, thae they
should have been appreciated by the ladies of this Territory, and no douln
they were by a great many, but of whom we do not hear from. | have not
been personally conversane w:th these martters in the past, so I am not able
to say much upon that subject. | have noticed the recent organization of the
Woman's Suffrage Associatior. in the ternitory thar vou have been selecred as
Corresponding Secretary,™ in which position | trust you will be able to hnd
scope for your talents, not only in writing, but in speaking upon a subject
which has been so familiar to vou, and thus be able ro assist in bringing
the women of this fair Territory to that place they should occupy, and b
Al l\lnr‘.‘.'ll;-l,lj_;g-d I:l)—' the women of our great nation as wortchy of their association
and support

| crust chat amicable and friendly feelings may be cultivated, so that a
harmonious working togecher may be had and the best of feeling engendered

Wiltord Woodrufl

Salt Lake City Feb 16th/8g

Pres. [Wilford] Woodruff,
Your kind answer to my personal recital, is rec—{eiveld, rthanks. | have
always found that “Man's extremuty was God's opportunity,” & in all my

trials of that characrer, | have been driven more iﬂ}c':_'- to the Arm of God, &
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have so learned to lea upon Him, that it would seem to me almost sac

to now lean on manor look m him for guidance{.] Christ says “give me
thine hearr.”"—I feel i my inmost soul thar my heart 15 given ro Christ; & o
the furtherance of Hi grear work upon chis Planer, which dawns upon me
more fully day by day I believe that you will be able to understand me! I see
thro'{ugh] all your witings an implicit reliarce on faith on God, & love for
the beautiful in literatire & art, & the strong evidences you have had of God's
goodness dare only corfermations [sc] to me, thae yon are the right man in
the righr place. It we ould only always know this, & when a man or woman
comes to the front, tle very fact of their having the courage of convicrion,
shows that they are cdled of God.

I know that thepresent work now opening before me 1s my work, my

t Lina {1N ANSWET o helr wish rhat

life works| ;) hve vearsapo [ s

I would work wrgh the women, & chrow a useful life in with their's[).]

I

very dilferently, & wien the women of Utah touch Suffrage, I shall come

Aunt Zind—wen you are at the head of the women here [ shall feel
to the fronr for that © my work.”™ This must have been prophetic, for boch
conditions are now hee. Altho'Tugh} Aunt Zina said, at this time, she did
not believe she wouldake chat place. I want the confidence of my sisters &
in time shall wen £, My heart & interest are both in this cause & 1 Enow bow
to further the work, | wrote an open letter to the women of America as a
greeting, on the formaron, of our New Society, it was read ar our last meeting,
& the vote carried tha it should be published in Eastern papers.—After the
meeting Dr. R.[omanas B.] Pratt™ came up to the stand, & said she thought
: ;

| [ ] i Rt
it presumpoious (o] o us to send such a lerter, & she would not like to have

our organization apper ridicalous. 1 said you should have 1wead a conrrary
mund, fben it 18 Do are now

- L 1

I'his lieele circumstance was of to me—& showed me a

wisdom, in my being paced where I was, | could write such a letter, & have
it warmly rec—{eived by the women to whom it was addressed for my
perional acquaintance vich chem, made it possible, & a social standing 1 held
in Washington, made 3elva Lockwood say, “The lady from Utah has a scrong
friend ar Court in her srother-in[<Haw, John W, Candler,”'* My Candler was
a pL'r\:uml friend of Gn. Garfield went into office with him,—he is a warm
friend of Woman Suffuge, & rold me if I needed a friend to call upon him.

Lucy Stone,™ che leader of the movement in Mass. [achuseres] knew my
blessed mother. | havejust written her a long dersomal letter in which [ gave
her an account of dear nother's last hours, so fall of heavenly beaury & sweet
|

pace I rold her how -rl‘ dear morther, it in these long years m'. privation

& suffering, she had wrer regrected the step she ook in leaving a home of
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luxury & a lovely family. & her reply, “Never, my Redeemer called & [ obeyed
& | bnow where 1 am going

Lucy Stone asked me the last time | visited Boston if motler was still
a firm adherant to the Mormon faich. Said she artended thar fise Mormon
meeting in Marlboro Chapel Boston & saw mother there.

It was dear mother{’s] last wish thart | continue the woak she had
commenced. This is now my own desire. & while I may not alvays persue
[s2¢] the Modus Opperandi (] that another woman differently constituted
may, still, che resedr may show a fore-sight on my parr, & so that my heart is
committed to this work of Woman Suffrage. | may err in judgement some
times, but my zeal will pardon that when the object for which we work is

attaingd! | had a long ralk with br.[other] Angus Can{njon. A satistactory

one to me & I believe 1 shall be able to satisfy the brechren, as o my public

WOrk past, & present, & my SISUErs mu h ery to frasr me, unnl tht_\ can

understand the whys, & whersfores. | honor & admire a beauniful religious
life, like my Mother’s,—I am myself a prayful woman. Yet unlike my Mother,
I enjoy, a fine spirited argumernt, the life of a political campaign, the trushing
up ol old 1:]('.[\, [hll' JI'ILrlH|1u.l|i-|| ol new unes
With kindest feclings.
Yours cruly

C. 1. Kirby

Century Amer

Ihroughout my research o3 woman sutfrage 1n the mneter

ican West, [ kepe encountering radical statements atrributed to Charlotte Tve

Cobb Godbe, Mrs. C. Gudby, E. 1. C. G, C. G, and Mrs. Kirby. Realiz

ing there was a similarity in this rhetoric, | asked myselt, "Could this be on
person?” Afrer considerabie piecing together of citacions found in local and
national archives, | documented thar it was one person—Charlotte Ives Cobb
Guodbe Kirby,

] These three leccers, located in the Wilford Woodrulf Papers, LDS Church
Library-Archives, Sale Lake Ciry, are published by permission of the LDS
Church Historical DLT\,|n|nr1|r The author is indebred o ”,1!11|-lu|i|u-|[u ot
Salt Lake Ciry for his noteson the Godbe family history which verifisd archival
hndings

William Henry Hooper, a Mormon, was the delegate o Congress from Urah

Ternitory, 18591861, then again from 1865 to 1873 A st sfu merchant

s politeal othoes



Prior o has election as the Urah delegate, Hox pet was the e

Terrmtory and larer served in the terniton

woman suftrage, spoke in favor of ¢

y y .
when Congress was ool ponsofed Dy Indiana Republican

Congressmuan Creorge \'\'..\.n..__.run ulwan, | ooper had urge d Brigham \-_‘;La.’u_;
to have the rerritorial iré:l'-i.'!f_lf'r_ pass a bill snfranchising the women of Utah
“taconvince the country how uteerly without foundation the popular assertions
were concerning the women of the Ternitory,” Later, Hooper, working cheough
his calleagues in Washingron D.C., was instcumental in petsuading the non-
Mormon acting governor, 5. A Mann, to sign the enfranchising bill, Sec
Desert News, February i, 1873 Wilhhiam H "I:u:'-l.' the Utah |]Q'|r_'.|_'.|[‘: and

Female Advocare 5 e er 18

Harrison, Brograpdy 3 A micracam ( '

Covernment Prinning Cibce, 1950) L 2H

[imothy Oris Howe s IS5 poStMmaster g I President Chester A
Authur s cabinet tror nital his de 1BR3. In the two prior decades

Howe had served as a Repoblican senator from Wisconsin: it was 1o this

apaciry thiat L Naired Senare ( niftee on Terntories. Harrison,

H:--...r.a_,-'r-"-.'. ol Divectory, 1338

[he reformer Wendall Phillips was a friend and supporter of woman \Ll!'-t-r\sl.l_'{'
At the 1864 organizing meeting of the American Woman Suffrage Association,
Mury A, Livermore was elected vice-president of the new group, and before

long ghe was invited to be editor of the organization's Boston-based weekly

newspaper, the Woman ruad. In addition to woman suffrage, Livermaore
was a supporter of temperance and a devotee of spiritualism, When Charloee

visited Boston in che 2% shie staved ar Mary Liverm

where the two women unds indulged 1n lare- hour di
mutual inferesos of WM oM I eret sl
later Charlotte would a that Livermon hr erested ber in

(EmpeTan

the runeteenthh ocnt

Dwuring the final three dec

suburn-haired Livermore was one e Mst :-..|-|||..| speakers on the Redpach

!
lecture circuit, delive riNg over 150 lecoures annually, In the spring of 1880,
when Livermore planned to visic Salt Lake City on a lecture tour, she contacted
Charlotre Kirby to arrange a hall and prepare che publicity, Charlocee wrore
MUIMEFGLS Wt leg Foal ||u- ]t.u'.l! NEWSPAPErs on t he LpComing vist of the "QLLL':;'-]J
ol the Lecture Bureau.” Edward T. James and Janet Wilson James, N;

American Women, 1607-19s50: A Biograpbical Dictionary (Cambridge, Mass

oy
ME

NEWSPApCr aren les spring of 1889

Belnap, 1971) LI I=12%
and Kirby 1o Wilford Woodrnuff, March 10, 1889, Woodruff Papers

Ihe “lirle” woman referred o was Emmeline Blanche Woodward We
i Worcester County, Massachusetrs,

edited the Woman's Ex

Emmeline Wells and |

carly converts to the Church of Jesus
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Christ of Larter-day Saines. Emmeline moved to Naovoo and later to Urah
In 1852, after two marnages, one of which ended with ber being deserted
by her husband, the other with the death of her husband, Emmeline became
the seventh wife of Daniel Hanmer Wells, a leading official of the church and
general of its military arm, the Nauvoo Legion

Educated as a teacher, Emmeline was an effective administrator and
writer. For over forty years she edited the Woman's Exponent, a newspaper
initiated to report the works of the Women's Relief Society, the ladies auxiliary
of the LS church. Emmeline, also a devored worker for woman suffrage, did
not hesitare o use the Relief Sociery orgunization or its journil to promote
the suffrage cause.

The difference between Charlotre and Emmeline was thar Charlorre

advocated woman suffrage from an ideological, feminist base; while Emmeline
employed woman suffrage 1s a means to improve the image of Mormon women

and promore the goals of the church, such as statchood. From Emmeline’s

it of view, she was firv: a4 polygamous wife and mother, then an advocate

ol woman suffrage

In 1879 when Emmeline and Zina Williams, l;l.hl_a_fhfl rof Zina D. H
Young and Brigham Young, left Salt Lake City b

rain 1o go ro the national

capital ro artend the National Woman Suffrige Association convention and
present a petition to Mrs. Rutherford B. Hayes asking thae the anti-polygamy
law of 1862 nor be enforced, che Deaserer News acclaimed the rwo Mormon
women "as representatives of plural marriage as well as other woman's rights

Deseret

3:561-63; Andrew Jenson, Latter-day Saine Biographical Encyclog

Jetis, Januury 1 1. 1870; James and |.|.|‘r'l|_‘_‘;. Notable Amevican Women,

dia, 4 vols
(Salr Lake City, 1901), 1:731-34, 41992

Finding herself a young widow with a child to suppore, Belva McNall left
Ner upstate MNew York home and moved o W n‘-hlf:_'_.._"!"h’.‘. D.C., on the ev
of the Cival War, where she opened one of the earhiest pnivare coeducanonal
v hools in che city. In 1868 she married a former Bapast minister and dentist
Fzekiel Lockwood, who rook over the daily management of the school, thus
freeing Belva to study law ar the Nauonal University Law School. Though
she completed her law courses, she found it necessary o write to President
Ulysses §. Grant, who served as the school's ex-officio president, demanding
her diploma before she coald receive her law degree. She was admicred to che
bar of the District of Columbia, the rule prohibiting women rto practice law in
the districe having been changed two years carlier; however, it took a special
act of Congress, Pl'l.'lllr't{'li by two prosuffrage senators, Aaron A. Sargent of
California and George F. Hoar of Massachusetts, for her 1o be permicted roargue
cases before the Supreme Court and the Federal Court of Claims. The bulk of

her work as an atrorney consisted of pension claims against the government

later in areer, at the age of seventy-five, she argued bef

e the Supreme

the Eastern Cherokee Indians which resuleed in the award

Court on behalf o
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From her early days in Washingu D Belva was an advocare of

women s nghes; she was one of the founders of that city’s Universal Franchise
Association, In addition ro lobbying for woman suffrage, she campaigned for
Yictoria Woodhill 1n 1872 1n her unsuccesstul candidacy for the |lr|\.1-.‘]r!'ll}'n?
the United States. Belva believed in an independent woman's political party.
In 1884 she hersell was nominated by the Equal Righes parcy as ics candidare
for the presidency. She ran on a plattorm thar promised equality and juscice
't _L',.|IJ”|'~.'~ ol ll|u:. SEX. O I1.t[10n.]||1). s vorng u:lli |\I|\|-r‘r!',' |'J|l.'||.l‘- lOr Woimen;
uniform marriage and divorce laws; prohibiton of che higuor erade; citizenship
for Indians; pensions tor soldiers; and universal peace. In spite of Lockwood's

i Susan B. Anchony and

1, woman suffragists such

strong terminist plactorm,
Elizaberh Cadyv Stanton SUpporie canddacy of the Re publican James G
Blaine. When the vores were « Lockwood came in a slow 1 the
race: ver she vowed s inin 188N

As the Salt La July « i, Belva
Lockwood had “ever been a warm and consistent friend of the people of Utah

Che summer after her unsuccessful bid for the e sidency, Lo kwood Was in
Sale Lake Ciry tor a week ar the request of Emuly § and Franklin 8. Richards

delivering lecrures on women and politics

Shortly after her stay in Urah, Lockwood wrote a long leteer to President
Grover Cleveland defending the Mormons and advising him that there was no
need to send troops to Utah to put down a conflict beeween the Mormons and

nion-Mormons for no such oachreak was imminent

Ihe lollowing year she would again write to the Urah

Congress, John T. Caine y make a determuned

Uitah admourtted as a scare Ev.d the polypas

redimgurihed, and 1t is Dt i s b i I mnweded. bedore vour
people, men and women, and the Church dispoiled

She also worked closely wich Bnigham Young's & -I|__|uh1| W Your g, In
an eftort to find examples of prominent men in Washingron D.C. who had more
than one wile so thar the Edmunds-Tucker Act could be enforced in the nation’s
capital, The goal was to create a reaction againsi the law, bur Lockwood was
not able to bring charges against prominent men, only "common bigamises
and aduleerers,”

Nonetheles
Mormons, One of her best-known speeches was “The Mormon Question:

s, she continued her lecrure campaign in suppore of che

The Other Side,” in which she assured audences thar she did nor advocare

polygamy and was nor herselfa M non and hi'll.llu‘-III|'|I-!ln';\(_}}{i._:\_.!,_"‘!l:‘.fj'[}
that Mormons were sincere in submutting @ constitution for admaission as a

i (ggld gF,/ .‘-||- \Indl:

1 forbade polygamy. She

stare

ing lude women in the eles ward state by saving
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substantial reason why the Fiftieth Congress should not nit Litah a5 a state

!1..!1-_!'. r'.*.!n-.f. W1 Woimen

ut of theiwr new Stare i Lockwood t

1886; broadside in LDS Church Library-Archives; James

and James, Notable American Woman, 2: 41316
Zina Diantha Huncington Young, one of Joseph Smith's wives, married
Brigham Young in 1846 after Smith's death. By Young she had a child named

Zina, This daughrer, Zina Youny Williams, was a leader in the Women's Relief

Society, and in 1878 she presented o major address before the mass meeting of
women assembled ro protest pending legislation in the United Staces Congress

designed to eliminate polygamy. Jenson, LDS Biographical Encyclopedia, 1

Gy o
wife of the Mormon church i.u\_\ - Fr 5. Richards
TSSO [0 GRZANIAE 2 wWinman surffras
liary of the National Woman Suffrage Associats |
:-|1;".u.; N WIS NMECrssary o ALEN | I-r:.:\r-f.'; a £
anti-polygamy le was against allowing women in Uczh to vots |

On Janoary z, 1889, the apostles of the church met with representatives
of the Relief Society at the church histonan’s ofhice to lay out a plan for
the creation of a territorial woman suffrage association. In attendance at the |
meeting were Wiltord Woodeull, Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young, Jr.,
John Henry Smith, Bathsheba W. Smith, Sarah M. Kim
Wells, and Emily 3. Richards, Once the gathering decided char the women

hall, Emmeline B

should proc eed to organize a territoril sullrage association and pi ssibly send
one or more delegates to the annual Natonal Woman ‘_--_4!-1r.|_-.::- ASSOC 1AL ION

varilg | ¥
lards e [

conference, President Weodrutt sugpested t
delegare, if anyone went. She was the best
efs a wd huad Previd usly

o this Ternvory ar Washington.” L. John Nu

188g; also November 14 and December 31, 1888; Franklin 12

and Journal

is _1-.=ur‘.’:;.! _l.:Jl-i.ltr1 k| 14, 1855 and Woodruff o I.- ot Muck

h Fielding Smuch], January 8, 1889, Wilford Woodruff Lerrerbooks

[ Jose
LDS Church Library-Arckives

|'|J|}'J_'.Ll:l|-;|ur'| Wives wene CONS vously absent from the roster of the oflicers
of the pew suffrage associacion, One week after the meering of church
officials, a gathering of predominacely Mormon women ar the Assembly
Hull in Salt Lake City formed the Woman Suffrage Association for Urah

r N, Caine, wik

lerritory and unamimously elected as ther president hl.‘s!g.

of Utah’s delegate to Congress, John T. Caine. Charlocre Kirby was elected

On March 13 o the editos
imm & im T pOnc I ng

retary of
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did nor attack Emmeline

City specializ bstetrics

Romania B. Prarr was a

Like a number of other Mormon “lady doctors,” she was a strong advocarte of
WOMmAan surtrag

Congressman John Wilson Candler, & Republican from Massachuseres in the
Farty-seventh and che |'h*r_1,'-ﬁr5L (_':l,'.1'|.u1'('~;u|'\, was defeated in his reelection bid
in 1890, Candler was hrse elecred to Congress in the 1880 election when James
A. Garheld was elecred president. In 1881 the president of the LDS church

Juhn Taylor, commiss oned Charlocte to o to Washingron, D. C., to present

B [ iira e EEION spoech o Congres Harrison, B i
I

Lipr 4 i

Ed - iy { EQE :‘ b £ - N ed TRATE W L n SCaKET
for t { slavery and for w rights. After Elizabech Cady

stanton and Susan B. Anthony had formed the National Woman Soff

IMall MUEIEaEC

Association in 1869, Lucy St Henry B. Blackwell, als

with others, such as Julia Ward Howe, formed the American Woman Suffrage

Association and launched the Waomean't fowrsal. This Boston-based faction of cthe
WOMn's movement was more conservative than the Stanton-Anthony group.
Far example, Lucy Stone and her followers held n stares’ righes view on the
subject of woman suffrage, preferring ro pesition state legislators racher than

lobby Congress, as Stanton and Anthony did, for an amendment to the federal

Constitution to prolibir dens g% t0 the Ballot on the basis of sé
| 1 1€ d 1 5CX

Tha hism withan the miovement persisted u il 1890 when

the Iw A merged Ine al A ri Woman Saf Assn-

i L i i 1w \ T . il .

LN - CW BT I | 1 L n oas ( [ric C AT
man Cart wi n Kerping with the Progressive bra | nhy, stressed whart
women wonild o with "E':- YirE i ' the world racher ol § IiDeETaR

tradicion arguments of womens mherent catural fght o cthe ballor. James

and James, Norable American Weomen, 3:387-00
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The Mormon-Suffrage Relationship

Personal and Political Quandries

Joan IVERSEN

he nineteenth-century history of the women's suffrage movement, the
schism berween the National (Anthony-Stanton) and the American
{Stone-Blackwell) suffrage associations, and the rise of the mass of women
energized by the temperance crusade has a mrely rold subplot, the story of
the Mormon-suffrage relationship—an alliance fraught with political, ideo
logical, and personal difficulties. This relationship exacerbared the tensions

between the rival suffrage groups, and when the middle—class evangelical

women of the social purity movement turned to an antu-polygamy crusad

in the 1880s, the individuals within the alliance confronted both personal
and political dilemmas. Along the uneasy path of the Mormon-suffrage rela

tionship, leading suffragists rook positions that sometimes were dictated by
political expediency and at other times evolved from strongly held views of
marriage, moraliey, and/or civil liberties. This paper examines the politic al
and personal quandaries created for some of che leaders of the movement as
the Mormon-suffrage relationship developed



The Mormon-Suffrape Hra'.:.'.'-.-.'.l’".'f"'

bty

The Anomaly of Polygamous Suffragists

The women of Urah presenred the Narional Woman Suffrage Associarion
with a perplexing political anomaly: polygamous suffragists. The Church of
Jesus Chrise of Latter-day Saines (LDS) had announced plural marriage as a
religious tenet in 1852, shortly after the Mormon migration to Utah. Even
before the Civil War, polygamy had been linked by reform Republicans
with slavery as the “rwin relic[s] of barbarism.” After the war, opposition
to the practice grew increasingly inrense, manifescing icself in punitive
federal laws and opposition to Utah statehood. Woman suffrage, originally
proposed in the East as a means to rid the territory of the scourge of
polygamy, was unexpectedly adopted in 1870 by the Mormon-dominated

rerritorial legislature, which anticpated—correctly—that Mormon women

would demonstrate their lovalty to cheir religion by upholding the principle
of plural marrage

While the franchise was not used to end polygamy, it did develop
political activism among leading Mormon women, who founded their own
woman's paper, the Wimaens Exponenr, held mass prorest meetings, and
undertook a militant defense of cheir religious marital practices. Faced with
this undesired outcome, anti-Mormon and antisuffrage forces in Congress
arrempts to disfranchise Utah's women. The leaders of

launched repeate
the National Woman Suffrage Association protested these artempts, and in
1879 invired two Mormon women o attend cheirr Washingron convenoon.®
From this point orn, Utah's Mormon women were affiliated with the National

}

Woman Suffrage Association. This connection brought the National the

benefits of a strong western link, but also associared it with the despised

practice of polygamy and with the parniarchal LDS church

The Mormon alliance immediately exacerbated che rife berween the
Nactional and its rival organization, the Amencan Woman Suffrage Associ-
arion, and would become even more controversial in the coming decade as
the social purity agenda expanded to include an anti-polygamy crusade that
also became enmeshed with the suffrage movement, For the Mormons, there
were clear advantages in recruiting women's rights advocates to their side of
the battle; for example, the Mormon women attending the 1879 convention
had the opportunity to deliver a memorial frem the women of their church
to Congress and the president.’ Bur as the anti-Mormon crusade accelerated,
Mormon women endured hurtful snubs, and the defense of polygamy be-
came increasingly untenable. For both suffrage and Mormon women leaders,
the relanonship engendered endunng friendships as well as opportunities for

growth, bur it was not o be rranquil
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Most of the carly suffrage leaders expected. in 1870, that having
received political freedom, the Mormon women would overthrow a system
that was widely perceived as degrading ro women—indeed, as an equivalent
of the Turkish harem.* Mormor women, however, considered plural marriage
to be of divine origin and an important part of their religion, even though
many of them were personally ambivalent about it and often unhappy with the
system. They viewed their manrtal pracrices as a form of uropian experiment
that contributed to the development of woman's serength and character;
and in actual practice, polygamy did require that Mormon women develop
CIMOT I I|'|.|.| l“({l."‘l'"l!l'“t{' .I.{I(I olten sOome f}"dl!k Iill ],ndt‘l:t'ndf_’i][_'(_' P(}i}'g'.l:“‘_[ 4
profound—though unexpressed—assaule upon nineteenth-century concepts
of romantic love contributed to their feminist identification. Romantic love
as the monogamous, exclusive sexual relationship of a man and a woman
obviously could not be incorparated into plural marriage, and in fact, plural
wives spoke of the necessity for emotional distancing and the need for self-
reliance.” So while the majority of Americans saw them as living in bondage
to patriarchy, Mormon suffragists refused to find polygamy and feminism
incongruous. Ar the same time, ironically, Mormon women's moral values
did not differ greacly from those of other nineteenth-century women: they
argued defensively that polygamy was superior to monogamy in taming male
sexuality and that it resulted inva sociery free from adultery and prostitution.”

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, alone of the major suffragists, actually dis-
cussed their marital system with a large audience of Mormon women, She
and Susan B. Anthony had been invited to Salt Lake City in 1870 by the lead-
ers of a recent group of Mormen apostaces (Godbeires) who had broken with
the LDS Church over economic and religious questions bur were nonetheless
commitred to woman suffrage. Before Stanton and Anthony arrived in Salt
Lake City, however, Brigham Young, leader of the Mormon people, invited
the two women to speak at the Mormon Tabernacle.

stanton enthusiastically seized this opportunity rospeak candidly about
her own views on the early matriarchate, the history of marriage, and the
origins of monogamy. She wrate, "As Susan and [ fele chac chey [we] would
never be allowed back again, we decided to say all we had to say at the first
session.” The meeting, with about three hundred women, lasced for five hours,
into which Stanton “crowded an immense amount of science and philosophy,
[and] history.” She reported thar “we had a full and free discussion of every
phase of the question” and thar the Mormon women “stoutly defend{ed] cheir
own religion.” The Mormon women obviously scored a few points as well;
Stanton was impressed that their mariral system deferred to the "sacredness of

motherhood” wich stricrures againsr sexual intercourse during pregnancy and




lactation, Characrenstically, Stanton was satished thar she and her audience
|':.!.|.i tound some « I meOr .ll‘l'-::T:\.i: We all AT v thar we were still far !-n.-r?'-
having reached the ideal position for women in marnage, however satished
man might be wirth his various f;:-:pcrin:'.uult. and the Mormon women,
like all others, are no more satished than any ocher sect

Stanton’s own views had been expressed in "The Man Marriage”
(1868), in which she explained that marriage in its present state was a one-
sided, distorted institution, based upon the subjugation of woman. Ideal
s—could be realized

marriage—essentially o companionare marriage of equa
only under conditions of “moral health,” chat is, the achievement of “equality,
self-respect [and] independence” for women. "Until men and women view
each other as touals she argued, marriage will be in most cases a |L'=}.'._'

hard struggle o make the best of a bad bargain In the meantime most

marfiages were unsatisfacrory and even polygamous. “How can we have a

MONOEAIMIC r lation with lll'li_'. One }".1I’!\. e 0O IS l[tllr- menes:? I:'l ht"."
essay on “Home Life” Stanton went so far as to label as polygamy the “well
known” form of marriage of a man wicth “many mistresses,™

Nevertheless, Stanton was not horrified or outraged by the "immoralicy”
fJ"l |'|-H‘|‘,'|L£.i|l|‘| us were I'H:lll} r])t']‘l‘lh{'r,\ fli [l]l ||l|]['|l'1'l|[|1 li'lllllr!' \L'E'Fm{fn-i\
movement, Where social purity advocaces argued againse polygamy in favor
of the conventional purity of the religious home, Stanton undetstood that
polygamy was supported in the Bible; in fact, she believed that monogamy
had come to civilization through pagan Rome. Her opposition to polygamy
was tempered by this historical perspective and matched by her criticism of

the convennonal monogamy advocated by traditional religion. Indeed, her

view of religion wself was vastly different from the | NEg CONServarive

oA
Famy.

"he Mormon women's adherence ro pol

4-.-.'[';"1.|:|-H of “divine truth
i]'lv: thought, resulted from el grous \l(]l]‘-ll?rl but the Mormons were
no more deluded than any woman who accepted the biblical concept of
woman's inferiority and pacriarchal marriage. "When women understand char
governments and religions are human inventions; that Bibles, prayer books,
catechisms, and encyclical letters are all emarations from che brain of man,
they will no longer be oppressed.” Only when women were lifted from all
religious superstition and when the social revolution had achieved changes
that would "go ulr-l-p down to the very foundations of society” could ideal,
monogamic marriage be realized.'

SLANtoN & eguanimity in the face of [u'-[._;:.uu\ Was noo ui||11|‘.|'.1['rd l‘:_\
Susan B. Anthony. Anthony found poiygamy repugnant; she blamed it for
the fact thar she saw “scarcely a sunny, jovous counrenance” in the Tabernacle,

.]l'h{, during her 1871 visit \\I(i’l r'm- l._'u:n“')('! es. shi Il'i'llli‘. :|1_1Ei{':|-._';"."'_i ifs
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practice.'” Yer it was Anthony who was to become personally doser 1o the
Mormon women over the next thirty years—not only becauseof Stanton’s
absence in England bur also berause of her own single-mimded and pragmaric
commitment to organization building. Bur, as we shall see, Antiony's views
were more elusive and understated, shaped by political constrairs as well as

by her personal rejection of marriage
Origin of che Alliance

Mormon women could hardly embrace Stanton's anci-Christiaiity and her
view of them as “deluded.” Nor would they reach our to ne Natonal
Woman Suffrage Association for eight more years—rthar 1s, until baders of the
Narional protested in Washington against escalating arracks on Urah woman
suftrage and the Mormons were faced at home with the newly orgnized Ant

Polygamy Society. Mormon women, aj

i t.!.n:\t'::.'-?h:_' suffragses’ defense

sent “sincere and heartfele thanks” to the National leaders from anass protest
meeting held in November 1878." Subsequent private correspuidence led to
an invitarion to Emmeline B. Wells, editor of the Woman's Exponnt, to attend
the NWSA convention. Perceiving the advantages of such an opprtunity, the
Mormon Il-:nlL'l‘l'.hip sent both Emmeline Wells and Zina Youre Williams,
daughter of Brigham Young, to Washingron, where, accompanid by several
of the suffragists, they defended the practice of plural marrage both to
the House _||.|~]irL iary Commitred and to President Ruthertorl B, Haves
Although the NWSA women were careful notr to endorse poygamy, one

member of the delegation later published an account of the eent praising

the “two Mormon ladies.” Mrs. Sara Spencer, strongest in sipport, also
accompanied the Mormon women to the House Judiciary Commoetee, urging
the congressmen to recognize them as a people who had maee the desert
blossom as the rose.”™

Criticism of this new alliance came immediately from within the
suffrage movement. Only a month after the Washingron neeting, the
Woman's Journal, official puslication of the American Wonan Suffrage
Association, published an ircensed lerter under the heading "Polygumy
Degrades Womanhood." The author, Amanda Dickinson, expessed regret
that the NWSA had permitted “any appearance of affiliation” vith women
who defended a system that plunged woman “into her lower depths of
degradarion.”** Elizaberh Cady Stanton bristled at this arrack Angry that

Lucy Stone had printed this letrer without defending che Narisnal women,

P
Stanton wrote o Marilda J. Gage, editor of the Natwsaal Citizo and Ballot

|”-.'|_
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If George Q. Cannon can sit in the Congress of the United Stares
without compromusing thar body | should think Mormon
women migk sit on our platform without making us responsible
tor their religous farch When the women of a whole ternitory
are threatene with disfranchisement where should they go but

to the platforn of the National Suffrage Association.’

Gage published Sunton’s letter and attacked the rival suffrage leadership
as male-identified vomen who claimed equaliey for their sex but so catered
o pl_ll'.-lu OpinIonas to curry favor with men, thus wearing "the brand

of the slave.” Contnuing with unusual vehemence, Gage launched an “ad

hominem” attack n the Woman's J wrnal edivors, Lucy Stone and Henry
Biackwell: "Lucy Sone's own married life 15 4 protest against the laws
of marriage as recornized by rhe nurcn it 11l becomes l.!':'.:i'.'
living 1n the GlassHouse, the Womarn ' Jowrnal, 1o throw stones ar Mormon

women

Gage had aleady used the polygamy issue as a vehicle ro arrack
hypocrisy within tie reform ranks. The previous year, she had assailed che
“sham morality” eident in those who decried plural marriages buc said
nothing about easern male sinners. In a chinly disguised reference to the
Beecher scandal, Gige urged thar the anti-polygamy forces "Let Utah alone
and begin with themale sinners of the Empire State.™

This controvesy over the Mormon uestion highlhights some of the

lLi:'!llL-L'l-,,'li differenes between the rival sulirage groups af midcentury. For
i'-..rl: Stanton and Crge cthe crux of woman s subordination was male J-'_}Zhl.' _';._"‘.'
in religion—in a pariarchal sociery, all religion. Gage noted that “Mormon

elders”™ were not aont ng women 1n  spintual Dot

the NWSA's stated goal to welcome “women

of every class, condrion, rank,” supported the organization’s athliation with

i‘r!"\!'\{'l Live, combined wi

the Mormon wome.'" Ultimately, justifications offered for the alliance were
firmly rooted in theStanton group’s commitment to a broad vision of human
liberation that encompassed all women,

By concrase, Henry Blackwell of che American Woman Suffrage As-
sociation saw polymmy only in terms shaped by the pre-Civil War reform
era, which linked i with slavery as barbarism. "Polygamy is the slavery of
sex,” he cried; it had put women into “chains, morally and materially.” Its
abolition, however, e believed must be gradual in order to protect Mormon

plural wives and ensire the cy of the children of plural homes.™ Sim-

T
¥

by the Stanton-Anthony association with

tlarly, Lucy Stone was

the Mormon wome: .
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Not surprsingly, the Woman's Jowrnal was an early supprter of the
rising anti-polygamy movemeat, reprinting the horror scories seir by Urah's
activists. The most prominent women of the Amencan Womn Suffrage
Association, Harriet Beecher Stowe and Julia Ward Howe, offered heir names
to anti-polygamy publications. Although Lucy Stone, her husbad, and her
daughter consistently protested all attemprs to disfranchise the Uah women,
their paper and organization were uncompromising about polgamy even
when the anti-polygamy crusade had barely begun.

The Anti-Polygamy Crusade, 18801887

I'he anti-polygamy crusade onginated in Utah but rapidly adieved mo
mentum as it became an integral part of the broader ninetesich-century
evangelical women's culrure. Anti-polygamy activism followed he growing
influence of the temperance and social purity campaigns into the anonal sut
trage movement. In November 1878 Genrile and aposrate Mormon women
in Salr Lake Ciry formed the Anti-Polygamy Sociery, and withn two years
they begun publishing a paper, the Anti-Polygamy Standard, whid carried an
opening appeal from Harrier Beecher Stowe, Borh suffrage jounals printed

subscription appeals for this paper. To arouse the non-Mormor world, the

anti-polygamy women also pablished lurid, sensationalized ficional tracts

that in effect appealed to the prurient instincrs as well as tie domesci
ideology and nativist fears of the respecrable nineteenth-cenury woman
reader

I'he crusade had wide "H""I because _lu.ln,-_:__-,;m_\' threateied the very
hearr of the midcentury consensus abour motherhood and domesticity: the
idealogy nI.[h-: 'Em}_wrd_-c-[ _\bilullu . which wowve :.‘IO_- F\n:._g-i'\[xnl |iul'[|t'\1|- iny
into the very foundartion of the republic.*’ Opposition to polygmy rapidly
became a national woman's cause, spawning a national organzation with

chapters in Brooklyn and Chicago by 1880, The founders of theUrah Anti-

Polygamy Society also sent an appeal to First Lady Lucy Ruchetford Hayes
Het help was not long in coming; she became president of the Wonan's Home
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, formed i 1880 with
a stared objective of .-1i:]|r1l;: thie “sultering sisters in Leah,"?

Soon the crusade could point to major triumphs. It had refaced Urah's
polygamist representative to Congress, Greorge Cannon, with a nonogamist

Mormon, John T. Caine. and soon achieved legislative succss with the

passage of the 1882 Edmunds Act, which crniminalized poygamy and
established the Urah Commission to entorce tederal rulings in he territory

The law was written to enable prosecution for cohabicarion; federal marshals
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were given broad asthority ro force children and wives to testify and to hunt
down polygamists. Mormon religious leaders served penitentiary sentences,
and plural wives lived “on the run” to hide pregnancies that might reveal
cohabitation. These violations of privacy and civil rights served only to
increase the resistance of the ['{lh_u;immls SaInts.

Meanwhile, prominent Mormon womer suffragists continued ro main-
tain a dignified and stoic public stance. Emmeline Wells expressed an almost
resigned attitude toward che arcacks. “It seems to have been the fate of
Mormans to be slandered,” she observed.”* But Mormon women in general
could hardly remain unresentful. They were often described in propaganda
literature as coarse, ignorant, and unrefined. On a trip east, Brigham Young'’s
wife Zina was approached afrer a public meering by a woman who exclaimed
in surprise that Mes. Young did not “look very degraded.” Even given their

determunation to rise above their critics, the Mormon women who traveled

out of Urah tound the hostility and 1gnorance difficule to endure.** The ar

polygamy cant thar most rankled Mormon women was the accusation thar
children of plural marriages were slow-wirred and inferior, an assertion based
upon a popular mneteenth-century notion thar moral depraviry led ro inher-
ited physical degeneracy. Alice Stone Blackwell, daughter of Lucy Stone, was
apparently influenced by chis thinking, reporting on her visit ro Sale Lake
{-:il‘_-; that many of the men '.1[1]1{'.|rt.'<l "low-browed and brutish" and chac the
mass of Mormaons fell inco two classes, “the dull and the wild."*

This lup_utr{\.' by itself would have made contacts with the suffrage
association difficulr, but problems were compounded by Susan B. Anthony's
efforts to broaden the base of suffrage suppore by welcoming into the NWSA
temperance leaders who advocated the ballor for "Home Protecrion.” The
suffrage movement was aligning itself with the very forces thac backed the
anti-polygamy crusade. Additional difficulties came with increased actacks
on Urah's woman suffrage. Claiming to be believers in woman suffrage
everywhere bt Urah, the leaders of the Umh anti-polygamy movement
published an “Open Letter to Suffragists” in the Awri-Polygamy Standard
(1882) calling on them to oppose the woman's vote in Urah, Suffrage leaders
were finding the Mormon issue more difficulr; they could not support
disfranchisement of any women, yet, since they argued for the vote on the
grounds that it would reform and purify American society, Utah woman
sutfrage and Iml)‘p_u!n}' were embarrassments ."\n!!r.ill.:n!u. mnh-r;!.il“uhi)i_\'.
grew increasingly defensive abour being associated with polygamy. The
always anomalous Mormon-suffrage relationship was stretched thin by che
separate agendas of 1ts components.

The Mormon women tried to gain support from reform friends in
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the East to combar the anti-polygamy forces. In che fall of 1881 Dr
Ellen Ferguson, LDS convert, ace ompanied by [in;_:ha."‘:‘_ Ytaung_' s wife Zina
Huntington Young, visited Harttord, Connecrticur, and spoke at the liberal
Unity Church there. Ferguson made a favorable impression and even earned
an invitation from Harrier Beecher Stowe to speak ar the coming Woman's
Congress in Buftalo. However, when the Mormon women arrived ac the
congress in October they were denied the right to speak because of their
association with polygamy amd had to listen ro a platform speaker urge
support for the anti-polygamy forces.”’

A few months afrer the Bulffalo rejection, the same two Mormon women,
now joined by Dr. Romania Prace, artempted to present their case ar the
New York State Woman Suffrage Convention, where they were again not
allowed ro speak. In a private conversation with them Susan B. Anthony
justified this action on the grounds thar the suffrage organization had to be
careful not to appear to be endorsing polygamy. She even had the temerity
to ask Pratc for the name of someone in Utah who could write the anti-
Mormon side of the suffrage question for the forthcoming History of Woman
Nuffrage. Pratt replied angrily thar Mormon women would not face so much
misrepresentation if Anthony were as "eager to hear our side . . . as you
are the anti-side.” Evidently, Anchony was redefining her support for Urah's
woman sutfrage so as to separate it clearly from the larger Mormon cause. The
Mormon women who had planned to atcend the Narional Woman Suffrage
convention in Washingron did not go

The absence of support from suffrage friends was a disappointment
to Mormon E-RII-I-E'.l}_’i‘aI_\ As the ants |‘|ll|\ gamy crusade accelerated in Utah
Emmeline ‘L\\'“? :;'3«.[‘-[1'5'1','1'; frustrat 1on We \!n not E'I\';‘E-_'[ the '-l'I"JI'|'|1 (o
believe in celestial marnage,” the noted. "Mormon women are not asking for
pity from any source, they simply want justice, nothing more.”™ Should not
Mormons recetve what was accorded by the Constitution to all citizens
religious freedom? The issue raised by the aggressive federal enforcement
of anti-polygamy legislation was one of civil nghes, yet only one woman
leader of the suffrage organization spoke our in defense of the Mormons-
Belva Lockwood, prominent Washington, D.C., attorney and member of
the NWSA. Lockwood's unique advocacy of the Mormons earned her the
accusation of being on retainer from them. She alone of the suffragises at
this time publicly criticized the 1882 Edmunds Act’s invasion of family
life and privacy, observing that the law operated retroactively to criminalize

polygamy and prosecute marriages made previously on che basis of religious

beliet

When Lockwoed, ar the NWSA convention in 1884, attempted 1o
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gain support for the Mormens' struggle againse the anti-polygamy crusade,
Susan B. Anthony interrupted her speech and hastened, at its conclusion, to
dissociate herself from Lockwood's views. Antony declared, to loud applause,
thar the organization could defend woman suffrage in Urah bur should not
criticize the "“general laws™ of Congress.*' We can only speculate about her
motives. Was she carering to the popularity of the anti-polygamy movement
within suffrage ranks, or was she simply adhering to her often-noted
pragmatic, single-issue approach to the suffrage cause?

It is easy to undersrand why the Mormon women singled our Belva
Lockwood o thank for “moral courage” in detense of their constirurional

rights. For her own part, Lockwood repeatedly had to insist that she herself

was 4 “thorough monogamist.” “T do not believe in polygamy and am not a
convert to the Mormon faith; bur 1 do believ= in Humanity and jusrice,
in the inviolability of personal and property righrs, fand] in freedom of

I
religious convictions.” Lockwood's defense of the Mormons was not without
cost, and one historian believes thar it both weakened the suffrage seruggle
and alienated her from the suffrage movement.** Years larver, Elizaberh Cady
Stanton would refer to the anti-polygamy persecutions of che 1880s and echo
Lockwood's position that federal enforcemenr had violated Mormon civil
liberties as well as the separation of church and state. Bur since she was in
England during this period and there is no record of her speaking out at the
time, we cannot know whether she would have urged a different position

upon Anthony and the suffrage organization

The Nadir Years, 1887—-1890

i el s - nai ’ X i batirny
No efforts could forescall furcher congressional anti-Mormon legislanion

Having disfranchised all polygamists with the 1882 Edmunds Act yet failed
to end polygamy, Congress now moved to more punitive legislation, the
Edmunds-Tucker Act of 1887, which removed the vote from @/l the women
of Utah, All the suffrage leaders of both organizations protested chis act, and
twenty women from the NWSA, including Lillie Devereaux Blake, president
of the New York Suffrage Association, formed a delegation to present a
Mormon women's petition to President Grover Cleveland asking him to veto
the bill, Susan B. Anchony, however, would not join this delegation

The three years following rhe Edmunds-Tucker Act were most difficulr
for Mormon women in the suffrage ranks; federal prosecution of polygamists
continued at home while political maneuvenng within the suffrage move-
ment, a5 the two rival organizations rook steps toward a merger, threatened to

exclude Mormon women. The American had proposed merger to the National
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in 1887, and a committes cComprising representatives IO G basson 1atuon

was formed to plan for the corsolidation

Anti-polygamy women were now well represented in bot organiza-

tions. Mrs. Jennie Froiseth, editor of che Ante-Polygamy Standari, had been
listed for several years as one of N'WSA's vice presidents for Utal Intending
to hght for representation in the nutional women’s movement, the Mormons
sent delegares to the April 1888 meeting of the International Council of
Women called to found the National Council of Women, a coaltion of the
important national women's organizations that had proliferated -hroughout
the nineteenth century. The idea of the meeting, which would conmemorare
the fortieth anniversary of Seneca Falls, was Anchony's. The Mornon women
had made significant contributions to conveming the Nanional Council, and
one of their delegares, Mrs. Emily Richards, was to present a repert from the
influential Mormon Women's Relief Society. The l‘fri'u_ii‘.'\':: ofher targot to
introduce her and was abour 0 adjourn when Anthony intervered and led

Richards to the rostrum. This incident, reported in the Womans Ecpoment, was

not as trivial as it may seem. ™ Clearly there was a struggle going on behind
the scenes that would become clearer ar the National Suffrage Convention,
held immediately following the International Council,

To this convencion the Mormons had sent two monoganist women,
Richards and Mrs. Acthur Brown, with authorizarion to form a sace suffrage
association uniform ro the others within the National.?® Sinceuntil 1887
Utah's women had had the franchise there had been no need until now,
for such an association. Bur Froiseth and other anri-polygamy women
from Urah opposed both Mormon membership in the Nationd and Utah
woman sulirage. The resulung controversy was resolved when Mes. Harnet
Robinson, Massachusetts suffragist and former Lowell worke, offered a
compromise resolucion thar restated the National's commitmentro retaining
in its membership “women of all classes, all races and all relizions.” The
two monogamist Mormon women were appointed vice presidernts for Urah
Emmeline Wells, remaining in Salt Lake City and relegaced to : less visible
position by an LDS leadership now relying upon monogamist repesentatives,
was ambivalent in reporting the convention proceedings. While sie expressed
appreciation of Robinson's efforts to effect a compromise, she windered why
"any resolution should be necessary to admit Urah women,” wlo had vored
tor seventeen years. Despite irate Gentile opposition in Sale Lxe City, the
actions at both meetings indicated thar Anthony would not bandon the
Mormon affiliation in the process of seeking merger.’

The rest of the summer of 1888 was rense in Salt Like City as

anti-polygamy Urah women stll hoped to exclude Mormon vomen from
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the coming merged organization. Froiseth campaigned strenuously to win
prominent suftrage leaders to an anti-Mormon position. When Juhia Ward
Howe visited Salt Lace City that summer she was mer and entertained by
Froiseth but apparen:ly refused the Mormon women's invitation to present
a lecrure.*” Emmeline Wells sent several messages, persistent in her wish ro
meet with Howe. She came to that meeting bringing flowers and later wrote
a glowing tribute in ber paper about the eastern suffragise, ironically adding
that it was surprising that a woman of Flowe's "breadch of thoughe™ would
visit Salt Luke Ciry and not meet with the Mormons. "

As a direct result of this incident, Clam Colby, editor of the Woman's
Tribune and a member of the committee planning the National-American
merger, offered to cone to Sale Lake City in September with Mrs. Elizabeth

Saxon, suffragist and wxcial purircy lecrurer. The expedition was an unqualihed

success. The women pured a day oursery run jointly by Gentile and Mormon
women. Clara Colby carefully recorded the visic 1n her paper, noting the
dignity and courtesy demonsrrated by the Mormon women during very
difficule imes. “You con't have roask the Mormons ro learn of chese hardships
[federal prosecutions polygamises],” she observed, "you need only to read
the Gentile papers te see the painful experiences these people endure for
relacionships tormed sefore they were illegal.”¥ Annoyed, Froiseth asked the
Woman's Relief Corps to raise money to send her to the Detroic Woman's
Congress to answer Colby, who was expected to give a favorable report there
about the Mormons. At the congress, presided over by Julia Ward Howe,
Froiseth gave her ant-Mormon speech on the same platform wich Frances
Willard. She also seizd the opportunity to nvite other leading women ar
this congress, all menbers of the Amenican Woman Suffrage Association,
including Antoinecte Blackwell, Mary Livermore, and Harriet Bourwell, to
visit Salt Lake City. Vhen they arnived the following year, Emmeline Wells
dt'F.p.llrt-d i her diary,”1 Suppose Mrs. Froisech will hll them full of Mormon
slanders.™

One positive oucome of the Colby-Saxon visit was that it provided the
impetus for the formanon of the Urah Woman Suflrage Association in January
1889. The new organization had che parcicipation of a few Gentile women as
well as LDS endorsenent, The Mormon women chosen for prominent roles

in the organization were, however, monogamist. Emmeline Wells was called
upon to help with th: organizing and writing bur not given a prominent
position in the new organization.*' The Edmunds-Tucker Act had confiscared
church property, anc it was becoming clear, especially o monogamist
Mormons, thar it was tecessary to retreat from the principle of plural marriage

in order to save the chirch and achieve statehood . ¥ While the Mormons had




Emily Sophia Tanner Richards. Courtesy of Archives, Historical
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decided to downplay polygamy, they were not totally abandoning woman
suffrage. To have retreated on this issue would have vindicated opponents
who claimed that Utah woman suffrage had been merely a sham to retain
Mormon dominance. Furthermore, suffragists mighe still be important allies
in obtaining Utah statehood.

As Mormon and anti-polygamy women battled in Utah, the time
moved closer to the merger of the American and National suffrage asso-
ciations. Some of Anthony's earlier associates were appalled at the coming
alliance with the more religious, conservative women of the American
Woman Suffrage Association, whose growing importance could be traced
through the pages of the Woman's Journal. Anthony, who would not retreat
from the merger, was convinced of the benefits to be gained from the addi-
tion of the Christian reform women to the ranks of suffrage. It is clear chat
she was seduced by the advantage of numbers. Unfortunately, there is no
record of her reaction to the struggle to exclude the Mormon women from
the coming merged organization, nor any evidence of her relationship wich
Emmeline Wells in this period.

Meanwhile, Anthony’s former ally Matilda Gage, appalled at the re-
ligious and conservative sentiments expressed at the 1888 International
Council meeting, began a campaign to oppose the alliance with the con-
servative, religious faction. Writing to Elizabeth Cady Stanton in a letter
published by Colby’s Woman's Tribune, Gage recorded her dismay at the com-
ing merger, referring to Frances Willard as a “dangerous woman,” and calling
for Stanton to join her in an explicitly anticlerical position. Anthony viewed
Gage's statements as a “secession” movement.*3

Although Stanton shared Gage's distrust of the religious reformers, she
did not oppose Anthony’s steps toward merger. Stanton had been isolated
from the suffrage movement in the 1880s, living abroad, as the anti-polygamy
crusade grew into a national movement. It now appeared that Stanton would
nevertheless retain her role in the new organization. In spite of the opposition
of such leaders of the American as Stone, Blackwell, and Howe, Stanton was
elected president with about 60 percent of the vote. Julia Ward Howe bitterly
noted in her diary that Stanton had the votes of all the Mormon delegates.**

In her acceptance speech before the newly merged National American
Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA), Stanton directed remarks to the
purity reformers who had attempted to exclude the Mormon women.

Wherever and whatever any class of women suffer whether in the
home, the Church, the Courts . . . a voice in their behalf should be
heard in our conventions. . . . We must manifest a broad Catholic
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will be. (Emphasis mine}*’

Stanton’s later remarks seem to be directed to Anchony herself, While
Anthony had never abandoned afhliation with the Mormon women, her
actions during the height of the anti-polygamy crusade were very cautious
Now Stanton cricicized this kind of cimidity, declaring, “There is such u
thing as being too anxious lest some one ‘hure the cause’ by whar she may
say or do.™

But Stanton’s position was clearly in the minority, and she was not to
hold the presidency of the NAWSA much longer. By 1896 the organization
had rejected her Woman's Bible, a rationalist -'\[‘!:-,.LT;I,.\:‘. of ‘-..'IF‘['..'.ll rriale

bias—ironically, ar the same convention that honored Utah's entrance as a

new woman suffrage state. By then the LDS church had issued ns 18g
Woodruff Manifesto retrearing from plural marniage. It s interesting that
many of the women who defended Stanron’s book ar thar convention, where
the battle divided berween the more liberal, free-thinking suffragists and
the "Christian Party,” which now made up the majority, were those who had
always been supportive of the Mormon alliance. Stanton was bicter about the
bigotry of the “religious women zealots,™

The Respectable Years, 18901899

Afrer the Woodruff Manifesto the Mormon women found greater ac eprance

in the national women's movement; indeed, the three years following the

manitesto were a high point in cooperation, as the Mormon and Gentile
women prepared for the Columbian Exposition. These years of relative
political calm broughe gratifying occasions of recognition. As members of
the National Council of Women, Mormon women |‘r'.lr!11'ip;lit'd in the 1895
birthday celebration of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, sending her a miniature
ballot box made of Utah onyx and silver, Later that year Wells attended the
Intermountain Woman Suffrage Convention, where she was deeply touched
when Susan Anthony embraced her at the conclusion of her speech. She wrote
in her diary, “It was a tribute of personal affection as well as a flatrering
compliment to the Territory. ™ The culminating criumph of these years came
with the reenfranchisement that accompanied starehood in Urah. Susan B
Anthony and Dr. Anna Shaw arrived in Salt Lake City in ume to celebrate

the victory
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was soon ended as the nation and

women'’s groups were aroused anew to the issue of polygamy. Methodist

Bur this period of

and Presbyterian ministers in Urah, incensed by the continued prace of
rﬂl!\rgJITI!.', declared the Woodruff Manifeste a farce and claimed char over
2,000 plural marriages had raken place there since statehood. As starehood
now placed Urah's marital practices beyond the authority of Congress, the
ministers called for a constitutional amendment to ban polygamy. This
campaign escalated to a nacional level when an admitred polygamisc, B. H.
Roberts, was elected to che House of Representatives in November 1898 and
the Ministerial Alliance of Sale Lake City appealed for national support to
prevent Roberts from assuming his seat. By January the movement against
Roberts had been joined by the Women's Board of Home Missions of the
Presbyterian, Methodist, and Baptist groups, and the National Congress of
Mothers had passed a resolution against Roberts's admussion to Congress.
Ulrimately, seven million signamres protesting Robertss election were
received by Congress,

The groundswell of oppesition te Roberts from women’s groups was
carried to the triennial meeting of the National Council of Women in
February 1899, Once again, Mormon women active in national organizations
were forced into a defensive position ]_1-:.- polygamy, ||‘r+1||1.|!|_',-'1 Roberts had
beeri an opponent of Utah woman suffrage and had also antagonized the
church leadership, Bur though the six Mormon women delegates had no
reason to support him personally, the condemnation of Roberts implied the
It r‘u:!mtlun o IIHH‘ ||Iul'th, .3.!".:_1 tht‘_‘.' I\'II! L T|l.|l it the ’\'.:r!nnal C(lul'lL'Jl
'r'*.i\‘_-l'n.i such a resolurion they would be forcec o abandon rllr'i11|.'=t"l"i|'III_‘ in an
organization they greatly valued. It must have been difthcult for the Mormon
delegates to resist the pressures to which they were subjected before the
meeting began. President May Sewall urged the women to condemn Roberts
in order to demonstrate their sincerity as anti-polygamists. Emmeline Wells
proposed a substirute rese slution thar diffused che criticism of Roberes, and by
implication the LDS church, by calling for all congressional representatives to
be “law abiding.” The floor debate was highly emotional. At one point, Susa
Young Gates, journalist and daughter of Brigham Young, broke into tears
as she actempted to explain how important the membership in the Natiomnal
Council was to Mormon women. “[ wanted to bring you arguments, bur |
see | can only bring you emorion and sentiment,” she manage d to say before
leaving the platform in tears. Susan Anthony left cthe platform to sic beside
Gares and embrace her as she wepr?

Many of the former allies and friends of the Mormon women again

rallied to their side. Sara Spencer, Belva Lockwood, and Clara Colby argued
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for their position. Bur the tide was rurned by Anchony, who observed thar
Congress was unduuh!t‘lﬂ} full of men who had violated MOnOEAMIC Marriage
and pone unpumshcd_ “Why should we go away out to Urah to seck a man
to punish?” she asked.™ The ourcome was a political victory for the Mormon
women leaders and, as even the hostile Salt Lake Tribune acknow |1.-1|;1u(-|l, i
personal tribute ro them, Emmeline Wells's years of work in the suffrag
movement had earned her the respect of the delegates,

For Anthony, however, support of the Mormon women had placed her
in opposition to her dear friend Dr. Anna Shaw and orher social purity leaders
The issue of Roberts plagued Anthony throughout the year. At the Rochester
convention of the New York State Federation of Women's Clabs, she Oppost o
another resolution L'.l“II':F for Roberts's u,x|-1||~:|':|'1 :\lth{iugh she had not
intended to speak, when the president called on her for her position, Anthony
stated her views. Given the double standard of morality in most of America,
men in Congress could hardly condemn Roberts for immorality. Echoing
the debate of rtwenty years earlier, Anthony noted that “people who live in
glass houses should not throw stones.” Public reaction was so negative thar
Anthony had to clarify her position later in the New York World, reiterating
rl].lr ‘\.l!t' 1llllllll'l'i,'d Pnl}'é{nl!”}'.l !

In defending Roberts, Anthony revealed that her posicion on polygamy
had nor changed from her first visit to Salt Lake City in 1871, when she
had declared, “No person could abhor polygamy more than myself. The
system of the subjection of women here {Salt Lake (':i:}'] finds its limit, and
she rouches the lowest depths of her degradarion.” Nevertheless, Anthony
did not join the anti-polygamy forces; indeed, she explicicly forbade the Anti
Polygamy League for Amending the Constitution to use her name on its
national commirttee. Nor would she ever abandon her personal and political
affiliacion with the Mormon women. But when Susa Young Gates wrote to
ask permission to identify Anthony in a book as a courageous supporter ol
Mormons, Anthony refused

You, like others, do not seem to note the difference berween
endorsing a movement itself and upholding cthe affiliacion with the
MNational Council of organizations [ do not consider that |
endorsed Mormonism. . . . You fail to comprehend that I am among
those who hate polygamy and all the subjection of women in the
Mormon faich ¥

Like Stanton’s, Anthonys views on polygamy are closely intertwined

with her position on marriage. Anthony, too, held thar marriage should be an
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association of complere ['sru.]l:l'!.', rh'ﬁilhlt‘ onlv when women had full p{lhﬂ(.}i
righes. But tor Anthony, equality in marriage was almost always expressed
solely in the puzzling terms of economic independence. “What women most
need 13 a self-re spect which shall scorn to eat the bread of d{'ptnd(ﬂ:'t.
W hoever consents to live by the sweat of the brow of another human being
inevitably humiliates and degrades herself,” she declared. When she first
confronred pul”;.u] 1y 1n Utah in Igj‘ 1 it was this economic Liupcl‘u.{t‘ﬂ{{’ that
she condemned. "Their life of dependence on men is even more dreadful than
thar of monogamy, for here it is twao, six, a dozen women |, , ., all dependent
on the one man,™

When Anthony refused ro allow Gares ro use her name she added
a revealing comment When you justify ['Ltl'.'...'-lll‘-\- ds a requrement of
religious faith you make it entirely too respectable. | recognize ne excuse
for i I'he operative word here is “respectable,” and it differentiates her
position rom Santon s While ;.::d_l{h Stanton and Anthony defended Mormon
]url}-‘}_\'.tnl\ Dy pounting o the iﬂddt'qu.-:l_ltw O CONTEMpOrary marriage and the
hypocrisy of Genrtile adultery, Anthony’s disapproval of polygamy appears
more visceral. Susa Young Gates herself noted this repugnance, explaimng
that “Miss Anthony had the narural Puritanic horror of whar she deemed
promiscuous marriage. She did not or would not comprehend the spirirual
principle which differentiated a religious sacrament from a loose marital
custom.” ™ While one cannot ln[u“} accept Gares’s assessment, it 18 apparent
that Anthony's repugnance to polygamy went beyond her insistence upon
woman s need for economuc |I":\it[.'1&l'ldtill L

A |H'-n|."u'1 :-\11|.+r|~n|--r* f_JT-Th.T:.' EpuUgnandce 1s '\-HI'_.L'!."-L't".k i". Kathleen
Barry, recent biographer of Anthony, who notes thar at the base of Anchony's
Cratagiae Oof marnage was an .:IHJ.E._I"'\:R and awzreness of sex as domination
a critique held tacicly.* Underlying Anthony's expressed horror of woman's
COONOImi uig'i'~{ ndence 1n n]_{rn_j&;r:_ hfr I-{-Ltr [hilf woman s subsisrence t"ﬂ'i];i\'r.\
her will, degrades her pride and vitiates her whole moral nature,” was her
unexpressed rejection of the sexual domination inherent in the Victorian
marriage. For Anthony, marriage without equality for woman meant she was
“fit only to minister to man’s animal instincts." Anthony's anti-polygamy
views were, in the last analysis, closely related to her own rejection of
marriage and to her lifelong commitment to work first for the full political
and economic empowerment of woman. She never wavered in her acceprance
of the Mormon suffragists as allies in this struggle, compartmentalizing her
disapproval of plural marriage. Yet she was roo politic ally asture to allow the
suffrage association to become too identified with the Mormon scruggle. In

spite of her personal distaste for polygamy and her careful political disavowal
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of Mormon symparthies, it was Anthony who was the suffrage leader most

reverced by the Mormon women active in che suffrage movement. Reflecting
years later on her suffrage allies, Susa Gares praised them for advancing th
development and acceprance of Mormon women, noting thar these leaders
were “more liberal, nay more just, than woman is by narure.™

There was to be another major artack on Mormons in the first part
of the rwentieth century, bur for the most part Mormon women's groups
retained cheir respectability, continuing as members of the National Council
of Women. Gradually, however, Motmon women became less identified with
the women's righrs scruggle—a change thar Mormon scholars have borh
documented and sought to account for. By the time the poscsuffrage period
brought greater legal and social emancipation ro many American women,
the Mormon women were “no longer setting their own agenda drawn
under the umbrella of church policy The story recorded here suggests a
partial explananion

In the early years of the nineteenth-century woman's movement, leaders
like Stanton arrempred a challenge to the conservative ideology of Vicrorian
domesticity—arguing for the full equality and development of women,
calling for the restructuring of home and family away from parriarchal
authority, aiming fora coalition of all women around these common concerns
Instead, the rising of the middle-class “woman” movement of the last

decades of the century coalese ed around a “politics ¢ f domestit ity —a temald

evangelicism thar manifested itself in the temperance, social puriry, and
anti-polygamy movements, insisting upon the elevation of woman's status
within the ideal Victonian home, without challenging patriarchal suthoriry
Ironically, the Mormon women had more in common ideclogically with thas
temale evangelicism than with Stanron’s vision of the restructured homs

While lhc-) were forced, in defending plural marriage, o argue for their
practice as a utopian solurion, they did so without challenging parnarchal
authority within the home; and, most important, chey did so in support
of their church and culture. Once that culture had abandoned polygamy,
Mormon women had no rationale or need for continued militance. The
potential challenge to Victorian domesticity within cthe early Mormon

suffrage alliance was lost in the triumph of the anc-polygamy movement
and the merger of the rival suffrage organizations.
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The New Northwest and

Woman's Exponent

E_H'.{i_} Voices for \,ﬁr_‘_,.'_f!',.'l;\,,

SHERILYN CoxX BENNION

Ithough San Francisco was the home of whar was probably the West's
first woman suffrage paper,' two more long-lived suffrage publications
took root in Portland, Ore., and in Sale Lake City, Utah, The Oregon paper
was The New Novthuwest, o weekly founded in 1871 by Abigail Scorr Duniway
and edited and published by her unril its deach in 1887, In Ucah the Woman's
Exponent 'was 1ssued rwice o month from 1872 unetil 1914. Founded by and

for Mormon women, it was edited during ies first hve vears by Louisa Green

Richards. with Emmeline B. Wells serving as ediror for the remainder o

lite

Th WO papers wore foul ded tor difterent reasons and aimed

andiences, bur borth were ardent voices in favor of women obt
right 1o vote. In spite of their differences, a comparison of the edirors and
ir publications reveals some striking similarities and demonserates thar

West, as well as mn th

Lished cxXpressaorn

WOIMEDN § Concerns ound p

East, very early in the struggle tor suffrage
Along with calling attention o the comtribunions of Wesrerm women
lists in the campaign for suffrage, this paper attemprs o lock at

jours

i

First published in Jowrmalism Quarterly 54 (Summer 1977): 286-92 Reprinted by

PETmissIon.
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they? Were

their ;‘inl:.-.:.ph]f;\_, reflected in their papers How did !-i".'_"} teel abour their

two of rthese women as editors. Whar sort of persons were

newspaper careers’ What were their papers like? One masrer’s thesis has
been written abour Duniway's career as editor of The New Northue, but no
detailed examination of Wells, Richards or the Exponent exists, and no prior

effort has been made to compare the two papers
The Editors

All three editors participared in the pioneer movements to the Wese, but
Richards was only three years old when her family made the trek to the
Mormon Zion in Urah. Wells was born in 1828 in Massachuserts, Duniway in
1834 1n lllinois, and Richards in 1840 in lowa. Since Wells saw the Exponent
through 37 of its a2 years, thisanalysis will concentrate on her and Duniway

Wells _?.,l[!'ll_'_'; i

still in Massachusetts, her mocher joined the Mormon Church. Emmeling

T

e yvears later,

od when she was only four years old, and ns

was baptized the next year. At 15, she began teaching school and also married
James Harvey Harris, whose father was a leader in the Omange, Mass., Mormon
congregation. The Harrises moved to Mormon headquarters at Nauvoo, 111,

in 1844, just a few weeks belore the martyrdom of the Mormon prophet,

Joseph Smith, Emmeline was deeply and favorably impressed by Smich, but
her hushand's parents apparently did not have similar feelings, for they soon
left both Nauvoo and che Church. Afrer a baby boy was born to Emmeline and
died a month later, James, oo, left Nauvoo. Emmeline never saw him again

In 1845 she became the polygamous second wife of Mormon Presiding
I‘ll\lluli' Newel K. Whitney. Emmeline had raughr school art both Nauvoo
and Winter Quarrers, the jumping-oft place for Mormon migranrs, and after
Whitney died in 1850 she taughrt in Salr Lake City. By that time, she had
two daughters. Three more daughters were born after she married Daniel
H. Wells, a prominent figure in religious and political affairs of the new
territory. The youngest was 15 by the ume Emmeline, ar 49, became ediror
of the Exponent. Emmeline died in 1921, ar the age of 93. _|

The basic facts of Duniway's life are similar, polygamous marriages |
excepted. Her mother and a younger brother died during the Scoet family's
move west from I[llinois in 1852, but her father pushed on, and Abigail
obtained a teaching position in a small town near Salem after the family |
arrived in Oregon, although she had less than a sixth-grade education. In
1853, after only one season of teaching, she married Benjamin Duniway,

another recent ugrant from [llinois. In 1862, with four children, the

Duniways lost cheir farm, which Ben had offered as secunity for a loan, and
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support of the family was left to Abigail a short time later when Ben was

incapacitated by a back injury

in Albany. This was sufhciently successful to finance a move ro Portland,
where Ben was able to ger a job ar the Customs House through the influence
of Abigail’s brother, H.lr\'t-_'.'. editor of the Portland Orepomian and a liiélnng
opponent of woman suftrage. Al‘iignﬂ was 36 and had six children—hve
sons and one daughter—when she started The New Novthreest. She died in
1915, just before her Hrst birchday. According to one account, her deach
was brought on by an infected roe thar she had tried to cure herself; blood
poisoning developed

Both editors had early aspirations toward careers as wrirers [.J'_'i!'}l'i‘-'.i.'.
was the keeper of the diary for the Scotts’ journey to Oregon, and she

published & novel based on rhe journey in 1859. Called (

oL

v and Living im Oregon, it collected bad reviews

{ u—.-ll'- amy, o Crotigme the # ,.'__-

and lost money. A year of contributing to the San Francisco suffrage paper,
the Pioweer, prepared Duniway to found her own., Wells reported char she
wrote her hrst verse at age four and that years later when her husband asked
her what her dearest ambition was she replied immediately, "I would like to
be the editor of 4 magazine.™ She began contributing to the Exponent almose
as S00N as it was started

Once they became editors, the women had ready forums for hetion and
poetry, as well as articles and editorials. They regularly produced poems and
serial novels for their papers, and some of these also were published separately
Duniway had a volume of poetry, Mussmgs, pul lished in 1875 and a book-

length poem, David and Anma Matson, in 1876, She revised Caprain Gra

Comipany for repubhication i 1905 and ompleted her aut IE"H-.'..'Z_-]‘h'-'. Paih-
Breaking, in 1914. Wells Z"n:-.':k--r":tc':-f-rr“. which came out in 1806, was called
Musings and Memorie

I'he editors came to support suffrage from quire different orientations
Duniway saw her mother as a victim of the backbreaking labor to which
pioneer women were subjected. In her millinery shop she mer women from
whaom she heard scories of husbands who left them to repay debts the wives
had known nothing about or appropriated money the wives had earned selling
butter and eggs. When, during a family conversation, Ben suggested thar
women could remedy such situacions if they had che vote, Abigail saw the
lighe, Of course! It women could vete, they could not only insure their own
independence, they could clean up polirics and perhaps even usher in an era
of world peace

Wells' teelings abour sufirage were tiec up with her religious convic-




Battle for the Balla

tions. Even though women were excluded from the Mormon prieshood, they
had always held voung rights in church congregartions, and Urah vomen wert
given the vore in 1870, only three months after Wyoming wonen were the
first in che nation to receive it. Wells was one of the first Urah wenen to cast
a ballot, and was nominared for county treasurer, in 1878, butwomen did
not yet have cthe right to hold office. She was anxious for all wonen to share
in the blessings of the vote, as well as in what she saw as other acvantages ol
Mormonism.

Berween 1882, when w.ves of polygamous men were dened the vore
by the Edmunds Bill (the Edmunds-Tucker Bill disenfranchisec all women
in Utah terricory in 1887) and 1896, when statehood restored t, Mormon

women were Aghring o regain their privileged srarus Sufrage was a

religious, as well as a _r‘-rnllTln al, cause for Wells

In spite of their support for the radical cause of woman sufrage, both
Duniway and Wells were basically conservative in their views n woman's
place. Women should, indeed, have the right to practice any sutable trade,
but their first responsibility remained the home and family, as »oth edirors
frequently pointed out in their papers. One of the advantagesof activities
outside the home was that they made women more interesting wives and
mothers. Giving them the vore would not make them masculire, Duniway
]11'”n||wd_ 'L.’-T“f‘-‘i“H that there was “nothing more detestable v be seen or
endured upon the earth than a feminine man, unless it be « masculine
WOIman.

The philosophies of both editors grew from their own expriences, and
they saw their papers as vehicles 1o other women This practcal outlook
also was manifest 1n cheir use of family help in the producton of their
papers. Duniway's sons and Wells" daughters set type and ad editonal
work. Duniway’s sister, Catherine Coburn, and Wells' daughter, Annie Wells
Cannon, had major responsibility for the papers while their editas organized
and supervised out-of-town meetings

Meetings occupied a major portion of both Wells and Duiway's time
In Duniway's case, most of the meerings were to promore uiffrage. She
reported rhat she spoke an average ol four times a week during che period
of her editorship.” Temperance organizations received her supjort, and she
served as president of the Oregon State Federation of Woman' Clubs afrer
“'n[kjn}; t-ﬂr some time with the Portland Woman's (:illi‘r She nn tor mayor
of Portland in 1873.°

Wells was a long-time ofhcer of the Mormon organizanior for women,

the Relief Society, acting as general president from 1910 untl her deach

Related o her Relief Society POSITIONS WeT her ﬁr,'_ui_g_':'}'!'li[" in .uch Church
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projects as a wheat storage campaign and he operation of a hospital and a
mercantile association. Like Duniway, she aganized and led suffrage groups
and women’s clubs, including the Urah Woman's Press Club, the Urah
Woman's Republican League and the Uah Society of Daughters of the
Revolurion

Obviously, both editors possessed trenendous stamina and drive. They
had ideas and knew how to carry them thragh. This led to some impatience
with those who did not share their visions « lend support in their seruggles.
For instance, neither woman could andercard why readers needed to be
reminded to renew and pay for suhsrnprm s, At the end ot 1886, I')umu'a_t,'
wrote that she had produced more than origi

marcter for The New Northwest and other mpers during thar year and had

nal columns of l‘FJI’:Il:LI

anvassed every town she had visited for suscr prions and renewals

we do feel abused. and insist that re have a night 1o sav s . when
suftr A ASES, muany ol u-hum_ a5 iﬂ "ot'l.lbi-l:_j!nr. lerritory, have rec r;\;-;!:
their liberties mainly throogh chese ffors, and many others, as in
{'.'I'rluuil., who owe thetr property I'I.L’|.'.\ and whatever of fame [ht‘}'
have gained to the influence of chis yurnal, withhold from it their

Suppare,”
Wells offered a similar scolding in 1893

It seems remarkably strange thar chevery women whose influence

5E|m:|-[ in- ||-.t.1 [0 [][lh(‘_‘,]d _]_]'[(‘I mainian the e shio

uld realize its

imporrance so lictle as to think becaus rimes are hard and rhere is

depression in the money marker and he value of silver is low, rthar

-

they cannot attord to take a paper ac alollar a year, whi h would no
average the amount of one third of a ent a day the year round
To make Himsy excuses such as are ofen sent in lecters to chis office

15 childish.’

It was probably inevitable thar two suh peripatetic journalists wich so
much in common would meet. They began heir acquaintance by exchanging
papers, a4 practice commaon at thar rime, ard occasionally printing excerpts
from ecach other’s publications. Duniways-omments about the women of
Utah were fnendly, and she insisted that thy should not be denied the vote,

bur she never became reconciled o their pactice of polygamy

she did not discuss thar sensitive ropic omer firse lecture rour 1n Utah in
1872, because an early Expowent reported mly that she gave an excellent
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discourse on the founding of her paper and her life’s work in women'’s rights
However, when she came in 1876 1o give two lectures, she advised aganst
polygamy, leading the Exponent to print a reply from “A Farmer's Daugheer
This writer quoted Duniway as urging girls to marry when they were old and
strong enough bur asking them not to “imagine that I would have you take
fractional husbands, as many of the women of Utah seem perfectly willing
to do,” then went on to defend polygamy.'* Duniway reprinted the entire
Exponent arcicle in The New Novthiveit,

The Papers

While The New Northwest was founded expressly as a suffrage paper, the

Woman's Exponent had broader purposes I'he first number announced thae it

would discuss all subjects interesting and valuable to women, report Mormon

Relief Society meerings and other matrers connected with the workings ol

that organizarion, encourage both new and established writers and provid
an outlet for their work, and furnish to the world an accurate view of the
grossly misrepresented women of Utah. Its primary purpose was not to be
an advocate of women's privileges, but it would support the struggle for just
treatment,'?

Duniway's inangural editorial focused on women's rights:

'\\.t. 7 i, L||:1s.‘];_'r t bt CXISINg Ccustoms ol \fult'!_\'. one h\i“ of !}I':
women over-taxed and underpaid; hopeless, yer struggling toilers
in the world's .'_!'|_'1|.J'.+'_1,-|"._ while the other half are frivolous, dle and
cxXprnsive Both of these conditions of society are wrong. Both have
resulted from woman's lack of political and consequent pecunary
and moral responsibility. To prove thus, and ro elevate woman,
that thereby herself and son and brother man may be benehrted
and the world made better, purer, and happier, is the aim of this

publicacion.™

Both editors were astute enough to realize that they would need more
than high-minded purposes and impassioned editorial pleas to attrace and
hold readers. Their papers were lively collections of news, advice, humor,
poetry and fiction

The news usually appeared in the form of brief notes under headings like

Record of Recent Events™ or “Local News”™ in The New Northbuwest and “Home
Affairs” or “Local Notes™ in the Exponent. Reports of meetings provided

another sort of news; both papers Carrie d lengthy summanes of meetings of
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the various organizations with which the editors were involved. A chird cype
of news appeared in the columns of miscellaneous notes that both papers
published. These might place a paragraph from a speech supporting suffrage
next to an announcement that 2 new periodical for ladies had appeared in
London and follow thar with a brief polemic against Paris fashions, as one
Exponent "News and Views” column did.'

Advice appeared in articles, editorials and helptul hines. The dress
reform QUESTION WS & preoccupation of both papers, The first page of the first
number of The New Northwest carried articles about “Fashions for Gentlemen”™
and “Fashions for Ladies,” stressing the necessity of tempering fashion
CONSC IOUSNCSS with l;,:nl:ui SCNSE, _IT‘Jl! a satire on " The llli“'l'lt“'l‘l }'IEI'ULSITI (.‘[-
Fashion-Ridden Women,” an outgrowth, perhaps, of Duniway's experiences

ilhnery shops, The Expoment warmned chat fads in fashion must be

in her m
examined closely. Pulls and rats in hair were "unwholesome tor che brain
and likely to produce disease, if not dearh

The helpful hints covered a wide area The Expoment offered a “cure
for Asthma" and suggested how “To Remove an Offensive Breath™ and how
“Ta Cleanse the Hair,"'” In answering a reader’s question about l‘hedbug‘.,

Dumiway wrote;

The only effectual remedy for bed-bugs is to burn your house down
and run away by the lighe of it. There is no other species of vermin
so pestiferous, abominable, unendurable and un-get-rid-of-able as
an Oregon bed-bug. We once bought a house thar was infested with
these odoriferous monsters, and after five years of drudgery in the

Artempt ar extermination, we Were J:iui o DEEE an 1jEnominious

ol

Other advice was more directly related to the editorial convictions of
the papers. They agreed that women needed tobe educated, so that chey could
be both better wives and mothers and better citizens of their communities.
They advised their readers to go beyond house-keeping and cookery and
take an active part in community life but insisted that chis would not result
in any sacrifice of femininity. They urged support for temperance, although
Duniway resisted tying this cause to suffrage, and opposed prohibition

As pointed out, Duniway also opposed the Mormon practice of
polygamy, which the Exponent vigorously defended, and she rook a generally
critical view of organized religion, as well, so this was another difference in
the two papers. The New Northwest carried objections to religious hypocrisy

als, but the

and outdated dogma, while urging conformity to Christian ic
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portion of ies religious wrath was reserved for those who used the Bi

ind her views gave Duniway another

ton. She regularly prinred CoOmment

Opporiunity to exen

both favorable and unfavorable, from letters o the editor and from other
publications, Her replies to these were one more means of conveying her
own opinions. The Woman's Expenent used far fewer comments from outside
sources about 1ts editorial views.

Another difference was the amount of space devored to biography. The
New Naorthwest printed occasional sketches of such notubles as Margaret Fuller
and Alice Cary, but biographies and autobiographies—and obituaries—were

mainstays of t, perhaps because, as that paper reported, Mormon

Church Pre cted that “the lives of pro
WO he Churct T 1t ¢ CArlYy 5
MERAS LI r ol eht W Mot m should be
WrITTen
Fiction in the Exp was somerimes difficule to distinguish from

biography. Wells wrote a subsrantial amount of both, and when she was trying
to get subscriprions for a volume of her short stories in 19o2, she claimed char
all were based on fact, which may account for some of the confusion.®® Her
fictional works, usually published in the Expoment as serials, had a common

formula: A strong, noble heroine, either borna Mormon or converted during

the course ol the story, rrnu:lphr;-.'! evencually over tremendous odds and
rempanions, lound her true love and E"-\'-'ili ed a crop of children whose
addvenoures both omph ned the chromicl

Ihe formula of Duniway’s serals w mieew | Litterent
were equally didactic. Her strong, noble heroines were oppressed by
husbands or frontier hardships d conavenrion (o pursue
eventually find marnages based on true love énd ri SpeCT Her stories usually

were written, Duniway admitred, week by week to meer the demands of che
paper’s deadlines. An eXCEPLIon was noted inan 1880 ad for her upcoming
effore, a “good portion” of which was already hnished and showed "a care in
its construction unknown in her previous successful effores, ™

Boch editors also wrote poetry for their papers and used a onsiderable
amount by other authors, in addition. That in F'be New Northuwerr was often by
nationally-known poets, while the Exponent relied almost entirely on its own

readers lor poct rial from reader-co




Ba

=_-"--.r the Balle

The subjects of the poetry used by the papers were similar Nature,
joys (or somerimes crials, in the case of The New Northwest) of wonanhood,
friendship, desirable character traits, important events, tribures. Like the
serial novels, the poems were sentimental and moralistic.

Another type of content used by both The New Norehwerr and the Ex
ponens was advertising, although both relied primarily on subscristions for
revenue. The Exponent carried more ads during the 1870s than atiny other
time, perhaps because advertising was sought more assiduously then, As
Wells took on more and more responsibilities in the multitudinos organi
zations to which she belonged, she may have neglected the business affairs
of the paper. Advertisers ranged from furniture stores to patent nedicines
Advertising in The New Northwest was similar—and more plentiful Both pa
pers offered advertsers support in their editorial columns by telling readers
when shipments of goods arrived or special values were offered and »y urging
| ILronage of .uh{"l‘tl\rr,\

The L'!l.”flf‘-\- .ﬂii‘u ‘ﬂll,t\L'hl new subscnibers :hrlu'.l;_'h .,1:5“.'11:\('[1: nes. An
other method used by the Exponent to recruit readers was the organzation of
subscription clubs, which were offered one free subscription for eaci 1o paid
up ones they sent m. Boch papers had agents in various commutities who
received a commission for subscriptions they rurned in, and both ofered pre
miums for cthose who were especially successtul, The New Nertbuwsr starced
its 1871 premium list wich a shuttle sewing machine and movec up to an

organ. At thar ume, every subscriber also received three months of Wond!

bull and Claflin’s Weekly free. Duniway later expressed disapproval o Victoria
Woodhull's prnivate career and substitured other publications as onuses.
I'he Exponent in 1886 gave cach new subscriber a portrait suitable fuir framing
of Lucy Mack Smitch, mother of the prophet Joseph Smirh

I'hese inducements never seemed to be as effective as tle editors
expected. Finally, both reduced prices, The New Nortbuert from $§3.00t0 82,5
tor a year's subscription ar the beginning of 1886, the Woman's Expment from
$2.00 to $1.00 in 1889, Scill, as evidenced by the editars’ frequent pleas
and scoldings, circulation did not jump. Exact hgures are difficdt to find
The New Northwest probably peaked ar 3,000 subscribers in 188:.°* Ayer's
American Newspaper Annual estimated the Exponent’s circulation at mly 700 in
1go2,* but it had been higher in earlier years. A Relief Society membership
report in 1881 listed 754 subscribers among the groups reporting bue gave
no indication of how many units did not report

Duniway wearied of the battle for readers considerably soone than did
Wells. She had other problems, as well, during 1886. Her only daughter

died, and, during the summer, two sons left to go into ranching in Idaho
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Then her husband became seriously 1ll. In January 1887, at the age of 53,
she sold the pPaper toa Portland businessman and his daughter, announcing

in The New Northuest of Jan

Over and over again during the past few years | have warned the
readers of this journal char T would sever my business relacions
with it unless they would more prompely remit their maturing
subscriptions and relieve me of the compulsory labor of regularly
visiting their many differenc localivies in order to collecr its dues.
Advancing years and increasing calls in the lecture field have made

the financial load heavy thac 1 once carried with comparative ease.*

Duniway promised thar she would continue to write for the apEE, ;l:fu.i

the Feb. 24 number contained an announcement that she had ceased o be

connected with it.”” The new owners kept The New Northwet for two years,
then sold it

Wells never acrually threarened ro abandon the Woman's Exponen:. In
fact, after 25 years as edivor, she wrore that “altogether it has been a labor
of ||]\'1', no matter Il”".'t' .il'l.lLll:lI,I_\ rlr]l_' ".\'I._il—k 0T |I'|'“,' numerous |.I|[' i.“l].t ﬁndi:l’s.
never once has the writer been tempred to withdraw, "™ By thar time the
paper was appearing with numbers combined, occasionally missing numbers
altogether

In ro12, Wells decided thar she would give the Exponent to the Mormon

Relief Soc eLy, the Orgamzation IIUF whi il it had been unothcial voice since

vy, the Crganization wis not wilhing ro

f.uL_'._'hnr as assistant editor

8 [ErMS, and rwio y&Ears

accept the paper on its 84-year—

was discontinued, to be replaced in 1915 with The Relsef Society Magazme.

Wells lived |:ar|;L' enough to see the i')rh amendment I'.L“l!:'\J mn gz
afrer the vote had been restored to Urah womer in 1896, and Duniway was che
heroine of the day when woman’s suffrage was approved by Oregon in 1912,
so both editors lived to see their ight for woman suffrage ar least parcially
won. They must have felt satisfaction in the fact that their papers had been
to advocate the right of women to vote

among the earliest—East or West

I The Saw Framcisce Proneer

Patrr Stevens




Kerns and Abborr Co 1014) and he
newspaper career 15 not covered at lengeh ar the "4‘,"i1_‘_~ by Heen Krebs
Smuth, The Presum

Smurh l"1lh||sh1l'|‘g Company, 1974) .u]ll1|s||_|;]1 Smith does includ: a useiul

Dreamers (Lake Oswego, Ore.: Smich, Smith and

bibliography. Periodical areicles abour her, such as che recent oneby Elinor
Richey, "The Unsinkable Abigail," A werican Herrtage, XX VI (Febriwey 1979)

usually mention her editomship only in passing

No book-length works have been written abour Richar

“|-|_-'|’,||-E|| -al inform 1 hor Cheim mday b

period 1 H Fy Mgt ziHs I and 7
Fmatr r, and Irom m il r I T4,
i The C r ol l [ v Sa e Ot i
4T i t s | r L3
I'l e e ITCCS i out th

women as edivars. Both areon microfilm. For this arricle, copies ar che Mormaon
Hisrorical Deparrment and the Universiry of Oregon were used

Elinor Richey, op. cit., By

‘Emmeline B. Wells,” The Relief Society Magazine, VII, 136 (Marchigao)
Helen Krebs Smith, op, cit,, 112

"Feminine Men and Masculine Women,” The New Northwest, May 11, 1871

Gayle R. Bandow, op. cit., 11

T'he Sex,” Woman's Exponest, July 15, 187 31
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About Qurself,” The New Nortbuvest, May 5, 1871
"News and Views,” Woman's Exponent, June 1, 1872: 1.
“Extremes in Dress,” Waman's Exponent, Ocrober 1910: 28,
"Household Hines,” Woman's Exponentt, June 1, 1872; 3.
"Correspondence,” The New Northwest, Oce. 6, 1871: 1

‘A Word ro the Relief Society,” Woman's Exponent, June 1904 4

A Book for the Holidays,” Woman's Exponent, Oct. 1 and 15, 1902 36
5 d " A New Story,” The New Nerthuwer, Nov. 6, B7g
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Relief Society Report,” Woman's Exponent, Nov. 1., 1887: 4
Personal Announcement,” The New Nortbwest, Jan. ( .
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Woman Suffrage, Popular Art, and Utah

GARY L. BUNKER
Caror B. BuNkER

F:'::Hl the earliest sticrings of the woman suffrage movement in Utah,
[‘lll‘lli'.il' dArtists l'l'PI'("\l'HH|| ar misrepre \ﬂ'lﬂl'll Il"l(' J'!'.].f‘ll‘\ql.ll.‘r of women's
rights up to the adoprion of the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution.'
Neither Urah nor woman sulfrage was a stranger to social caricature, since

artists had ke feasted ar a banguet of controversy that both Mormonism

1 1 " 1
N sulirage advoCares Serviey Bur the hali-century tie berween Urah and

wWoman sulirage gave iHustrators the luxury of m prasing Utahns

and the proponents of suffrage with strokes from t wush i a single

usually humorous, print.

I'he illustrations were unevenly distribured over a fifty-year span,
which may be subdivided in:o four logical stages: (1) enfranchisement, (2)
distranchisement, (3) statehood and reenfranchisement, and (4) the quest
for mational suffrage. Although cartoonists depicred all four phases, most
ilustrations emerged during cthe 18808 (stage two) and from 1911 t0 1919
(stage four). The scorn and censure that characterized the popular are of the
first two stages differed dramartically from the esteem and commendarion

that typified the final phases



Enfranchisement

As carly as 1856 William Hay saw the women's rights movements as an
antidote to polygamy.® By 1869 linking woman suffrage and Mormonism
as natural adversaries had become political reality because Rep. George W.
Julian had proposed a bill “to discourage polygamy in Utah by granting
the right of suffrage ro the women of that cerritory.”™ Bur Julian, like many
others, had underestimated the religious convicrions of Mormon women

To Julian's surprise—perhaps even chagrin—political prognosticarion
had missed the mark. By 1870 the women of Utah were voting by mandate of
their own territorial legislature. Furthermore, Mormon women were voring
concrary to Julian's expectations, namely, in support of polygamy

Ironically, that same year, politicians then drafted legislation o disfran-

hise the new voters. To the dismay of these disciples of disfranchisement
opposition surfaced from an unexpected source—>Susan B. Anthony and El
abeth Cadv Stanton’s National Woman Suffrege Associanion (NWSA). The
NWSA was not abour to stand idly by as any women CVen pe II\,:_:_’.HHI'i'r_:\-
women from Utah—were threatened with losing their right to the bal-
lot, Thus these unforeseen ciccumstances forged che bond, renuous ac firsr,
berween Lrah and the suffrage movement.’

The earliest edirorial carroon showing the potential association herween

Urah and woman suttrage .|[v|\:'.|IL-L| in an October 1869 issue of Frank Lerlie's

Hiustrated Newspaper.” In the carroon Brigham Young leads a formidable

parade of ballot-and babv-carrving women to the l‘l:.‘!.|l‘:i.[. booth. A banner

held alofr, labeled ht Democratic Ticket,” humorously conveys the

impression that the Democratic party will

gain the new votes. Bur the
rhetorical question posed by the caption dnves home the real meaning:
Wouldn't it [female suffrage] put just a litcle oo much power into the
hands of Brigham Young, and his tribe?” While the caricature may have been
spawned by skepricism of Re presentative Julian’s E-ln{-hul to grant Utah
women the vote, it also exhibited the powerful and popular stereotype of
Mormon women: gullible, docile, and hoodwinked disciples of their faich.”
In i‘.l.rl, this .!e-_l;r.uhn_u IMagery acce lerated che .HI.LI[‘rIII‘-I ol woman *LEI:T_FH_L[L'
in Urah because the Mormons resolved to counter the offensive stereotype.”
_lll‘-.l four months later, February 1870, the !IH!UI!H':H al siruarion of
woman suffrage in the territory of Utah had become political face. Urah
women would vote for the next seventeen years, but the reality of suffrage
srimulated the |1u[:[-_-_ al thrust for disfranchisement. Between 1870 and 1887
F'H.-I-u]_ll' art was an _-,".rh TIVE afrént Iin Ti.'--,_- -,!.'T1F"-..,1.‘_;_‘|1 O [HKE Tl:[' i".':“l:[ .i“'.l'}

from Utah women
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Disfranchisement

icisement moihzed ©he national

As noted earhier, the th
WOmen § oraniEat ion for suftrage in behalf of their Urah sisters. For 1-!{.'1J'|".i1it_
in 1870 the NWSA remonstrated “against the proposition now pending in
the Senave of the United States to disfranchise the women of Utah, as a move-
ment in aid of polygamy, against justice, and a Hagrant violation of a vested
right,™ The NWSA also commended the Utah and Wyoming terricories as
“the friends of woman suffrage.” Not to be outdone, Lucy Stone’s Boston-
based American Woman Suffrage Association (AWSA) followed suic.’

In addition, Utah women vigorously denounced the chreatening leg-

islation. An 1871 cartoon caprured the spint, though not ¢

(4]

resistance by Mormon women

la Euage |“.'..|i MaArArin

i a chorus of Mormon womer

militantly defendine themselves At thart come the bloomer was a

dvocacy wsualy reserved by the canicatunist

symbol of women's rights and
for eastern suffragises. Here, however, Keppler cleverly and subtly links Urah
women with the suffrage cause by means of the bloomer

Five years later, in 1876, the NWSA claimed that the social experiment
of woman suffrage in Wyoming and Urah cerritories was alive and well. "We
have not learned chat households have been broken up or that babies have
ceased o be rocked,” noted a chronicler of ‘LJ||'|'.I.|.',:' history.'* And the constant
efforr 1o distranchise Utah women continued to nettle the proponents of
women's rights, Resolurions passed in 1876 and 1879 expressed frustrarion
over the matter; “'We denounce the proposition abour o be again presenred

to Congress lor the distranchisement tor the women of thar rermitory, as an

sof legal vofers The 1870 version ook

outrage on the Irecdom of thou
the 1ssue one sty P ur ther .-‘\r'ri [ asxing the Congress once again 1o torbear (o
exercise federal power ro disfranchise women of Urah,” the resolution needled
the male legislators by suggesting chat the women of Utrah "have had a more
just and liberal spiric shown them by Mormon men than genrile women in
the states have yet perceived in their rulers.”"'!

But che agitation lor disfranchisement was just warming up as the
1880s emerged. No sooner had the new decade dawned than the sweeping
Edmunds legislation, which banned polygamists from voring, was enacred
into law. J. A. Wales, artist for Judpe magazine, portrayed the suffrage
implications of che bill: “One Wife Or No Ballot™ and "No Ballor For
Slaveowners™ were the featured captions Irue to the popular image,
Wales drew degraded and dejected women, shackled by handcuffs and

cl'!:_ll'l_h'\_l h\ lhl_ ]u-ri-j-- ot i‘i-L_‘.'.:._'_LE]'ﬂ.\ |_.L\rl|'r[1 sultragises did not :'-i_ 1ECT IO




Bastle for the Ballu

the disfrand |=;\'{'1'."r.":"|t s_.r' E"'-'-i\.'.l.l[hlll‘ males, but they ‘]"' e to taki

i i » } "
CXCeption o the constant ICEISIAnYe pressure 1o disirancnise L'tal women

For exa le, Phoebe Cousins, a member of the NWSA, gave an invassioned

argument against Sen. John T. Morgan's 1882 resolunion to ban Unh women

from voting. She could speak abour the situation in Uwah from firsthand
experience. She had been admitted to the Utah bar in 1872, a rghr chen
denied by some scates.’™ To burtress her case thar “suffrage for vomen in
Utah has accomplished grear good,” she drew on her one-week say in the
territory. "Ourside of their religious convictions,” she remarked, “tle women
are emphacic in condemnancn of wrong.” She ascribed the banihment of
liuor saloons™ and the absence of "poison tobacco smoke” ro the vores of
women. The litmus test of morality, however, came when she walked the

streets of Salc Lake City ar madnight

No bacchanalian shout rent the air; no man was seen reeing in
maudlin imbecility to his home no sound awoke the sillness
but the purring of the mountain brooks which washed the sveets in
cleanliness and beauty, Whar other city on chis continent can wresent

such a showing?'7

Despite such rhetoric the distranchisement crusade escalated.

By 1884 the Edmunds-Tucker bill was gathering momertum. Yer
casicrn proponents of womens r|_-.'||r-- were undaunted l'“H. the Oppsition In
a speech to the annual NWSA convention, Belva Lockwood, an nvererate
defender of the underdog and candidate for the presidency of the Unted States
that year, severely crniticized the latest eftort ro disfranchise Utahwomen
Later, when Lockwood wisited Salr Lake City in 1885, she ws warmly
welcomed as “champion of the oppressed.” She modestly “said she lad simply
done her duty in speaking in defense of the women in Urah.”"* But ther
were risks of guile by association affixed to helping Mormon women. In the
aftermath of Lockwood’s visit and in the midst of the growing cintroversy
over polygamy, the San Francisco Wasp cartooned Belva Lockwood Dr, Mary
Wialker, and Marierta Stow (Belva Lockwood's vice-presidentia running
mate) in a caricacure of a Mormon home.* Walrer, the creator of the scene,
poked fun at Mormon women in “The Wives' l?i.l”t:'l‘}'.' which consisted
of sixteen porcraits of ugly wives, This parody of the Mormon fimily also
\|'Inw'|'t1I OVET IIH:I'L'. :"thr: n \tlll'r:'n'i o onc I["‘f't{ \\ i‘n!l!." [|'|t' IMEpOr anent
of sardonic caricarure was to defame Mormonism. the editonial conmentary
simulraneously misrepresented these " philanthropic women 's-righs women

as well. The editonal pictured them recommending “thar the nen are to
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be hung or imprisoned and the wives sequestered Such exaggeranion
and distortion were simply part of the generous license accorded humorous
tllustrated weeklies.’

By the mid-1880s the practice of polygamy was under sicge. As more
and more prominent Mormon leaders were convicted and taken to prison,
the women of Mormonism came to their defense Earlier, but to no avail,
the leadership of Mormonism had protested, on constitutional grounds, cheir
creacment under provisions of the Edmunds law, But the plea to the president
of the Unired States and the Congress fell upon deaf ears,” As incarceration
and harassment escalated, Mormon women took it upon themselves o
formulate their own perition. An integral part of the women’s resolurions

deale with the jeopardized franchise ro womer

Reoleed, By the women of Utah in mass meeting assembled,
the suffrage, onginally conferred npon us as a pohitical privilege, has
become a vested 111'_'!1[ L‘. :D'CJ:'\SCSEJIIH and usage ror niveen years, ‘i:"lc.i
thar we protest against being deprived of that right without process
of law, and for no other reason than that we do nor vote to suit our
political opponents

Resolved, That we emphatically deny the charge thar we vore
otherwise than according to our own free choice, and point to the
fact that the ballot is absolutely secrer in Utah as proof thar we are
protected in voting for whom and what we chose with perfect liberty.

Resolved, Thar as no wife of a polygamise, legal or plural, is

pe rmitted o vore under the laws of the Upited States, to de PTIVE nion-
iual\.‘r,liln- 5 wormen of \;n_.'_r_r;.:‘.-, 15 high-hand oppression for which
no valid excuse can be ofte

Other resolutions expressed appreciation for the “moral courage” of certain
senarors, Belva Lockwood, and the AWSA “who in the face of almost
overwhelming prejudice, have defended the constitutional righes of che
people of Urah,™*

Not only was the petition rejected, but irs source was questioned by
the Washington Evening Star: "It is understood that the petition was written

by a well-known Mormon atrorney, and is a device ro gain sympathy for

the ‘Saints.” ™" Emmeline B. Wells shot off a protest letter to the ediror of
the Evening Star. “The memonal was drafted by a committee of "Mormeon'’
women, she said, “whose signarures were arta hed o each copy. =

Still, voices like Emmeline B. Wells were muted by the roar of

denision. For example, Dalrymple, cartoonist for the New York Daily




Graphic, embellished and perperuated che stereotype of Mormon vomen as

I'he artoonist

inconsequential pawns 1n the hands of their male lead

depicted male church re presentatives, disguised 1n female artire, ¢elivering
the women's petition. A sigr. next to the White House gare emphatically
declares "Notice: The Mormons Must Go.” And the caption dstills the
cartoon message: ~The Last Straregem of the Mormon Church—The "Women
of Utah’ Protest Against the Laws of the United Staces.” To be sure, the imag
of males masquerading as females was a clever artistic device and perhaps a
powertul persuader of public opinion, yer no image was more repignant (o
the Mormon women.*® Nevertheless, the die was case: the politial crusade
to distranchise Utah women was rolling 1[I:'\HF.|!1]!,. toward victon

In 1887, when the Edmunds-Tucker Act finally passed, the NWSA

expressed its J::.i;:-;'-!"-\ al “for the disfranchisement of the m

1l l'"l\ Famous

women of Lirah,” labeling the acrion “a disregard of individual nigus which

1% dangerous to the liberries of all I'hat neither women's rightsnor Mor

MONISM, Prooeses and petitions notwithstanding, had che kind of wedibility
to wield sufficient influence to restore the |‘r.|||nT vt Ucah women vas shown
by a color lithograph drawn by F Victor Gillam in Jadge magazine Susan B
Anthony, Belva Lockwood, and representatives of Mormonism, pphibition,
communism, socialism, anarchism, and dynamitism were depictec as tailors
trying to mend Uncle Sam's coat—a symbol of the United States Constitu

tion.* The "Chorus of Tailors" quer ied: “Hadn't vou beteer ler us ‘pair that
coat? It's too old-fashioned for these go-ahead times.” To which Uncle Sam
re |'!|t'-.!_ The l’.,.l!.'il 15 Good Enough for Me, and Will last at leas: Another
Hundred Years!”

By the end of the 18804 the legal serictures imposed by the Idmunds

Tucker Act were :.1|»:m_-; their toll. Nothing short of substantial «wcommo

darion by leaders of the Mormon church would placare a resolute Congress
Phillip Cusachs, artist for the New York Dasly Graphic, expressec the grim
reality of the situacion.** Although Uncle Sam would leave the dor of state
hood for Utah wide open, “Knocking for Admission” withour sibstantial
concessions from the Mormon leaders would be fucile. Those concssions be
gan wich the church Manifesto thar abolished polygamy in 18go0and were
fully in place when starehood was sought in 1895 and bestowed i 1806

Starehood and Reenfranchisement
I'he year 1896 was a good one for woman suffrage. Utah and Idiho joined

Wyoming and Colorado as suffrage states, and the vore for siffrage in

California, chough nor victonous, was encouraging * Because of the rangible
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progress, members of the now consolidated National American Woman

Suffrage Association (NAWSA) were in a festve mood ar their 28ch ann
convention. Artist George Y. Coffin was commussioned to create the program
cover which he entitled "The ."\;"11!;"|f.'n\:\ of Liberty | J.if'li‘illl_'..' George
Washington were the rrumpet-blowing Susan B. Anchony and Elizabech
Cady Stanton wielding “The Woman's Bible.™" On each end of the print the
states of Wyoming and Urah proudly waved their banners of suffrage under
the NAWSA convention logo.

Urah was given special honor ar the NAWSA convention. Sen. and
Mrs. Frank J. Cannon and Rep. and Mrs, C. E Allen of Utah were seated on
the platform. Both Susan B. Anchony and Anna Howard Shaw paid tribute

o Utah, The latter noced

We L'\i"i'\ll'ti it of the men u':. Urah. No man there could have srood
by the side of his morher and heard her tell of all chat the ploneers

[ |.'|.!L|.:(':1,ﬂ[:t| then have .".'!'_1-'\:'-_5 [0 grant ner the same .'!-.;:';1 ol }

= |
.
5
™
st

he wanted tor himself, withour being unworchy of such a mother.
They are the crown of our Union, those chree States [(Wyoming,
Colorado and Urah] on the crest of the Rockies, above all the others,
In the name of the NAWSA we extend our welcome, our chanks,
and our congratulations to Utah as one of the three so dear to che

heart of every woman who loves liberty in these United States.?”

Senator Cannon, the Allens, Sarah A. Boyer, and Emily S. Richards all
n had turnished courage -.'-..rl-:r:u:_:.n-:‘

I—-'l

il

responded to the tributes. "Our won

NEroMsm o our men wserved Senaror Cannon and s0 we said: Urah
take another forty-nire years of wandering in the wilderness as a Ternitory
Defore COmMINE N as a dare w ithour her women

Once Utah women regained che ballot artists ceased to associate Urah
with the suffrage cawe until the final stage began. By 1911 the suffrage
movement was gachering momentum for the decisive surge roward rthe
full enfranchisement of women. The constituency for woman suffrage was
growing ane achieving a broader political base. New suffrage stares were
joining the cause each year, .uldim: to the critical mass so essencial for a real
breakthrough. A new voman suffrage organization, the Congressional Union,
spurred the drive for @ federal amendment. And in 1915 new leadership in
the NAWSA invigoraed the

was beginning to turn against the antisuffrage stance. Thus all these factors

vement. In shorr, the tide of public opinion

ombined ro place Unh in a favored position. Now, artists began to picrure

Utah in the vanguard of advancing women's righrs
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"The Apotheosis of Liberty,” pen and ink drawing by G. Y. Coffin
1Ho6, Prines Division, Library of Congress (,'.J,r.'rr-ev_r ﬁ|,‘r F_;'J,lr;,.'r'}- -'_!f
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Cover, Woman's Jowrnal, November 30, 1912, Conrtery of

University of Wyoming
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The Quest For Nartional Suffrage

Berween 1911 and 191 3 vircually all cartoons involving Utah depicted Utah
and the handful of other suffrage states as models worthy of emulation. In the
u"'--r.-.-...r.';'.rfu.'.rru.-u' a trio of unimaginarive cartoons by l W. Beecroft :.'.‘i't“!ﬂl[ﬁ'l.]
this idea, In 1911, when Washingron adopred the vote for women, Beecroft
saw the suffrage crusade "Cleaning Up che Wast, "™ Next, he used a lopsided
Unele Sam emblem to expose the disparity between those states that granted
female _l.l.lH-r,IHL'_ Now 11¢ lm|ir13ﬁ; California, and the majority chat did nor.?
The final Beecroft cartoon showed some ambivalence toward women's rights.
While he portrayed Uncle Sam blaming John Bull for stoking the furnace
of fermnale sulfrage, he also fearured che six wesrern sulfrage states as stars in

could savor their

the national firmament.*’ In each case the people of Ut
inclusion in the Beecroft cartoons since they were now receiving applause for
their suffrage position. In the same vein, Ralph Silder placed Utah, California,
Wyoming, Colorado, Idaho, and Washington in a reception line greeting
suffrage aspirants Oregon, Michigan, Kansas, and Arizona. Rounding our
the cartoons from the W -a.l'-':..mﬁ_fu;gl‘r.r.zf, Harrier Park |'|‘n.|'_rl:'--|\'r.'|}' Tl1'-1gn1'1-lt'c]
a woman's image to create the impression of concrere gain from 1869 to
19124 Finally, Judge magazine, an early foe of suffrage, was now unabashedly
portraying the suffrage states as intrepid "Conquerors” of "Conservatism,”
“Prejudice,” and “Anri-Suffrage” forces. "

Yet not everything from the arcist’s palerte was complimenrary o
Utah's citizens. Life's A. B. Walker could not resist showing his rendicion of

feminism’s effects in Urah ** He drew an inumidared Mormon male flee

from four attacking feminists who used a rolling pin, broom, frying pan, and

eggs as weapons. The caption summarnized the alleged effects of extending

woman's sphere: “Mormonism is on the wane in Utah.” And Harriet M
Olcott for Prck, drawing rongue-in-cheek, saw "Woman's Rights in Urah
tipping the scales of power in favor of polyandry.*” Such lighthearted cartoons
chided both Mormonism and woman suffrage with good-narured humor.
Another artistic artifice thar publicized Utah was the map of suffrage
haves and have nots, In 191 3, when Hlinois became the first suffrage state east
of the Mississippi, John T. McCutcheon, cartoonist for the Chicago Tribune,
acclaimed the breakthrough in che eastern block of states by recognizing che
solid support from the West.'” Two years later the noted illustrator Hy Mayer
designed for Puck “The Awakening."** Although Mayer somehow excluded
Ilinois from the sulfrage states, the moral of the cartoon was obvious: Women

The Woman's Jowrnal rendered a more accurate map that included Tlinois
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IMhe cartoonist :jeplcctd the suffrage blossoms growing in the soil of liberty

ng
and equaliry, warered by justice, pruned by education and truth, and sprayed
by logic to eliminate the antisuffrage pest.*® (The antisuffrage caterpillar
tecters perilously on the tip of Maine.) "Prune away prejudice,” exclaims
Uncle Sam, "and these four states [}’r!uuyl\.n:l.i, New York, Massachuserts,
and New _}urst'}'] will blossom in November,” F||:|.1l|}-‘, a "Victory Map™ in
the 1917 The Woman Citizen graphically shows the erosion of antisuffrage
backing.” Although Utah was only a part of the whole in these images, it
was, nevertheless, lauded for it view

In 1915 more specific notice for Utah came as the Congressional
Union, the more militant women's rights organization and competitor to
the NAWSA, promoted support for a federal amendment. Discontented
with the snail’'s pace of the state-by-state suffrage scraregy. Urah joined
the constitutional amendment bandwagon. The Suffragisr, media arm ol

the Congressional Union, phorographed Sen. Reed Smoor and “some of his

constituents” under a sign reading, “We Demand An Amendment o the
LI, 8. Consritution Enfranchising Women.™" Ultimately, the NAWSA also
embraced the federal amendment ractic, and both organizations escalated the
pressure on a reluctant Congress,

In addition to the federal effort, women seeking the vote in individual
states continued to pecition their own legislatures for enfranchisement, By
March 1919 an impressive array of states had opted for suffrage. Winner, in
a cartoon for The Woman Citizen, observed that “The Vicrories Come So Fast
Ihar No Artist Can Keep Up With Them. ™ Now the list contained rwenry
hve sulfrage stares, with Utih comforrably entrenched in the vencrable
position of third on the honor roll. Consistent wirh the balloon caprion in the
cartoon, " Pretty soon chere won't be anyplace [for us] to go,” the antisuffrage
position was becoming increasingly difficulr to defend

That same year Urtah hgured in two other front cover illustracions in
{'be Woman Citizen. Both arrested to the impending passage of the Nineteenth
Amendment. The first was an informal tally of the projected senatorial vote
on the question.’® Utah's ewo senators, Smoot and King, were shown in favor
of the amendment. The “Sixty-8ix To Thirty-Three” margin was not roo
far off the June 4, 19109, Senate vote (56-25) which sent the constitutional
amendment to the states for retification

Six months later, as Utah was about to ratify the amendment, Winner
drew the final carroon linking the state to woman suffrage ™ He illustrated

I'he Modemn Betsy Ross™ sewing the star of the stare of Urah on the

li.l_‘..' H'i‘fl'\:'lli'lll:_'_'

ratification. Thus ended fifty years of popular artisti

representation of Utah associared with woman sulfrage.
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Conclusion

All the artistic images served mulniple functions of entertainment, norm
preservation, and che facilitation of social change. Entertainment, the heart
and soul of caricature, was the constant inten: of art 1|||r|1|_1.'_ all four |:'-'I—.l'10d\
The norms preserved and social change fostered varied with the times. For the
first two decades, social and political satire soughr ro force accommeodation—
especially with respect to monogamy, Also, during this period artists did
little to encournge the suffrage movement. In contrast to the later period, the
cartoons had more venom and sting, were more partial and punitive, indulged
in more misrepresentation, and picrured woman suffrage and Mormonism

as fundamentally regressive social movements that undermined cherished

moral values. The early illustrations also tendsd to come from a different ser

of periodicals: the New York Daily Grapbec, Puck, Judge, San Francisco Wasp,

and Frant Leslee’s Wlastrated Newipaper

ol |

Afrer 1910 the dominant source for Utah-woman sulirage CoOnne
came from the suffrage periodicals—rche Woman's Jowrnal, The Woman Citizen,
and The Suffragin. During this period Utah, along with the other early suf-
frage states, was complimented as progressive. The carroons began espousing
new social norms and shaping a very different kind of social change. The anti-
suffragises were now on the run, a posture they were unaccustomed to after so
many years of artistic approbation. But equally unaccustomed were Utahns
who, after a steady diet of contempruous caricature for the betrer part of a
century, were hmlly enjoying artistic respectability. For one brief moment
in early state history, Utah found irself promoting values for which there was

Ve remnforcement, and |"!i=i'- reCognition

ETOWINE soCial consensus, NOfms

i

If, as historian Beverly Beeton has argaed, one motive for the early

alliance between Urah and suffrage was to counter the overwhelmingly
negative image of Mormon women, then one might conclude thar in the
short run that function was nor achieved. However, when evaluated from
the long-term perspective the historic cie becween Urah and woman suffrage

enhanced the view of all of Utah's women and the scate they served so well.

Notes

This s part of a lacger project on “The Popular Print and Woman Suffrage

The research s funded by che Woman's Research Insticure and the l:_-'-i'n.‘-:fr' of

Family, Hone, and Social Scences ar Bnigham Young Universiry
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The Woman Suffrage Assoctations of Beaver

and Farmington, Utah

Lisa BRYNER BOHMAN

hile the battle for woman suffrage was brewing throughout many
F-h]r[};n} the world, the foun lation of women's |'1'l::|:1*. in Urah TL‘TI"il‘t}I:"_,'
was firmly anchored in tradition and heritage. The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints had traditionally voiced its support for giving women
the right ro vote.! Moreover, women had parti ipated in church voring and
decision-making since the ¢ stablishment of Mormonism.* This l'.\h'-;k.::r-.lurlc‘.

in religious mateers naturally carried over into the realm of politics and

upport for woman sulfrage I'he cause of female voting rights was pursued
by the People’s party, which represented the Mormons in the rerntory.

The Liberal party members, usually non-Mormaons

::4.5.'-'.:;5 woman suffrage as well since they believed Mormon

unwilling participants in polygamy. They maintained thar if Mormon wom
were allowed to vore Mormon men would face certas fefi
hands of "-f=.ﬂ'!”| wives who detested polygamy as mug

nation. This strategy proved to be furtile

The virrually unanimous support from Utah's main parties aid

cause of woman suffrage. In 1870 when an act o grant women the franchise

Eirst published in Urad Historical Onarterly 59 (Winter 1991): 4—21. Reprineed by
I w 1 I )

pECMmIssion




-lrl-.--'-'c.-\ [ “'= “..‘.‘I.'f-'..'
came before the territorial government, the measure passed with the support
of both the People’s party and the Liberal party However, the latter party's
eXpecranons ot P{]]ltll al vic tory afrer unification wich :\.I(Jrn]un WOMnen never
came to fruntion. Racher than turning against the men, Mormor women
remained staunch political supporters of their husbands, the Mormon church,
and the People’s parry.*

Togecher, Mormon men and women created an unbeacable block of
voters. Because of this, the non-Mormons turned their backs or woman
suffrage. The Salt Lake Tribune, the voice of the Liberal parcy, reperted, "It
[woman suffruge] oniginated with the church and the larter must facher, or
mather it, as the case may be." The opinions on the franchise for women
were divided along political and religious lines. For the next seventen years
the Liberal party cursed woman suffrage as a tool to keep the Marmons in

political power while the People's parcy supported and defended it

B ause of the conl WIS i‘.r_r\'.'tr_ fn nan .‘ﬁlllrl‘.li,u.".': ,1:1i,j _"-I-J.Tﬂl![:\ over

the practice of polygamy, Urah drew the artention of federal policcians. Ir

respanse to the polygamy problem, Congress passed the Edmunds-Ticker Act
in 1887 which I'l'[‘l'.l|Ll|. WOMmEr s [II';:||I to vore in Urah and conhscared church
property. Almost immediately, sulfrage organizations formed thioughout
the territory. Mormon women tried ro align themselves with non-Mormon
women in an effore to establish a territorial branch of the Woman Suffrage
Association. Prominent non-Mormon woman refused to participate, \owever,
because they believed that woman suffrage would turn the politica reins of
the territory back to the Mormon church

Th leade r-'!n_[‘ tor the woman suffrage movement was centered in Sale
Lake City. Dynamic women such as Zina D, H. Young and EmmelineB. Wells
not only participated in the nztional suffrage movement bur also aganized
the territorial association and encouraged women throughout Utal to form
branches of the Woman Suffrage Associations (WSA) in their own counties
and rowns. Eventually nineteen Urah counties had branches of the asiociation
within their boundaries

These smaller branches supplied the grass-roots support for the move
ment. They were just as viea! to woman suffrage as the more mblicized
branches in Salt Lake Ciry and helped the development of the movement in
many ways. Financial support of the territorial leaders was only ose small,
but important, result, The women in these outlying areas paid dues to join
the WSA. The dues helped Urah's territorial suffrage leaders attend national
meetings in New York and Washington, D. C.° Financial assisunce was
not the only service that these women rendered to the saffrage mevement,

however
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Perhaps more important nan financial support, these counry and rown

assoCanons served o PrOMmoe =CUCation, LT prove attitudes, and influence

politicians concerming the sufrage movement throughout the terrirory

Women in towns and counties i1l over Utah held mectings to infarm ocher

women of the purpose of the suffrage movement. They improved public
relations by participating in parades and other community events. They
published details about the movement in local newspapers and monthly
publications.” Finally, the women influenced local politicians parricipacing
in the territorial legislarure and -he constitutional convention to vote in favor
of granting women the vore.

Although this grass-roots support for the movement was imporrant,

few records survive that indicae what the women in these smaller towns

and counties specibcally sad and did to promoti the cause of ~'-_i.'..!'.._'_'_t Badh
Beaver County’s and Farmingtor City's Woman Suffrage Association Mir .
have survived. A companson of these records, which were kept from 1892
to 1896, provides information ¢n the narure of the associations outside Sale

[_.|kr-_ the Lype il Women w |'j|'_: }‘11'[_:-_:[1_1'(:_\1 in thi '-\|1'.r.1.5'n MOoYEMmEnEL, Ei'll.‘i!
devorion to suffrage, che influecce of the Mormon church, and the p'crfstfﬂdl
effects of the movement on the ssomen involved in it

During the 1Bgos Beaver County was difterent from other areas in
Utah because of che large number of apostates and non-Mormons who
gathered there, One reason for the atcraction of non-Mormons was the trial
n 1877 about his

of John D. Lee which ook place in Beaver. Testimony

part in the Mountain Meadow Massacre focused national artention on the

town and stirred animosity towszrds the Mormon church
large ’,‘EFi‘Hi.I[JlrII of non-Mormoas because the 5. An
stationed two miles from Beaver, | ledd a steaday i

mnto the community In addinon, Mormo ."|i'l>'-!i' Amasa i.'-:‘.':.'l.l'u. ‘\1';—]-'-'
resided in Beaver .1|Hr‘-l.|{:£td This lowered the morale of the Saints 1n the
city. The faith and dedication of church members had already been tried as
they practiced the United Order. Because of differences among 1cs members
the order was forced intodissolunen. Many of the Saines became bitter toward
each other and particularly toward chose who had held positions of leadership
in the order. John Riggs Murdeck, who served as LDS I’““"I‘ of Beaver in
1872, wrote that his biggest chalenge was dezling with the factions of Saints
within the city."’ Joseph Fish, ¢ Mormon resident of Beaver, described the

slfuacion

Ganl \ET T nrman: hirter
he teeling against the Mormons bitter

Beaver 1s tull Lri.lp-u»l.i.t:w,: d

Nothing but the Mormon question is ta ked of on the streets. Oaths
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are utrered against them on every corner and it is a commaon saying
hat they ought to be hung. The apostates are the most bitrer

Things look as if a Mormon will not stand a chance of living here,

and one would not be allowed to if the apostares had their way.'

Heaver (:II_I,.-' was the county seat of Beaver [:.l_:LJ]II_‘\.’ and the center of

|-u||l|q.|l1 religious, and social matters, In an environment wich such overt

social tensions and religious divisions, the Woman Suffrage Association
survived but did not thrive, The women in the area made an effort to artreact
new members but with Litcle success, The Beaver women advertised their
association in the Seuthern Utoman, a local newspaper. They invited all women
in the city to join theirsociety. Even this publicity did not seem to have much
of an effect. In a rown with a population of 1,752 people in 1900, only 18
mi IH.l\l'!‘x WErc en m'.ir'd in the association, and the av Crage attendance was L4}
In Farmington, the county seat of Davis County, more favorable
conditions greeted the women as they created cheirown branch of the WSA
Farmingron was originally founded in 1848, not because church leaders called

families to sectle chere bur as a narural extension of sectlements around the

Salr Lake Valley. The city was named Farmington because of ample yields of
produce and grain chat were harvested in this primarily agriculcaral town
Wheat, corn, vegetables, and fruir were all grown in the area. The Unired
Order was practiced in this town as well; however, its dissolution did not have

such an adverse effecr on the people of Farmingron as it did on the residents

of Beaver. Aposrates and non-Mormons also lived in Farmingron but in much
smaller numbers. Under chese more stable and less contencious conditions the
WSA Rourished. The Farmington group had 40 members on its oll in 1892,
OVET TWIOE as m.i.’l} as H‘{.’.‘l\ €r S oranizanion I arm |I'1I'._'I'G_=;"Ilh ':'\f_lplil.lfli MmN Iy

was 1,036 people, approximarely 7 {fewer than Beaver's population for the

same year.'” Farmingron's location may also have influenced the number of
women who participated in the movement, Sale Lake Cicy, the nucleus of |
the woman suffrage movement in Utah, was a short distance away. News of
the movement’s progress, territorial leaders, and suffrage conventions came |
to Farmington much sooner than to Beaver

Despite the communities’ differences, the role of the Mormon church
was central to the development of the association in both civies. The
Farmingron branch was originally founded on April 13, 1892, in the
Farmingron meetinghouse dusing a combined meeting of the church's Relief
Sociery and irs Young Ladies” Murual Improvement Associarion. The purpose
of the meeting was o organize a WSA in the ward. Meetings continued to b

held in the local meetinghous? and members’ homes until the dissolution of
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the association. Unlike Farmingron, the origin of the Beaver WSA is unclear
However, the meetings in Beaver were also held in the Relief Sociery Hall of
the local meetinghouse

Alchough the organizations were founded around existing Mormon
organizarions, each association used its religious influences differently. The
Farmingron branch emphasized the importance of the Mormon church in the
woman suffrige movement while Beaver downplayed the Mormon influence.
The Beaver minutes do not include any discussion about the Mormon church’s
approval or disapproval of woman suffrage."”

In January 1894 Emmeline B. Wells, later general president of the
Mormon Relief Society and prominent suffrage leader, wrote a lecter to Mary
A. White, president of the Beaver WSA. Wells stated that she had asked the
Mormon church presidency for advice concerning woman suffrage; however,

she requested that White not make chis information public, even to her fellow

association members. Wells explained, *. . . you must not make thi
not even in the Association, as I find some :n the vanous associations call
that union of church and state. . . ."*® She went on to say that she hoped she

would be allowed to attend the National Council, since the First Presidency
was 1n favor of several Utah women attending. ™ Thus, one of the reasons for
not addressing the topic in Beaver may have been o lack of knowledge abour
church support, Other reasons could include indifference towards the marrer
or deliberate silence regarding the issue.

The Farmington branch confronted this subject in a corally different
manner. Zina ). H. Young, president of the Relief Sociery and another
»r at the first

distinguished territorial suffrage leader, was a guest spea

Farmington suffrage meetings. She spoke openly of the First Pres:

support for woman suffrage. Young said that she was present

topic was initially considered by this select group of Mormon leaders
She knew that che First Pl'rf'iltli'ﬂf\' .1|\[11'|.r".'t'1| of sultrmge for women and
Ill[lll{ see No reason not o join [ht‘ moveEment J'l{'l\l'll -’\|.-I wtle FF.E[‘[L"I:? _\l
Lyman, who spoke following Young, provided further information on che
topic. He contended that President Brigham Young had always believed
that women were just as reliable in government participation as men were.
Lyman added that President Wilford Wood ruff also held this same viewpoint.
The apostle continued, saying thae if President Woodrutt had been against
woman suffrage, then Zina Young and others would have never supporred
{, “I desire o

the movement. Lyman gave a final endorsement when he
say here that it is according to the mind and will of the Lord, as manifested
by the First Presidency, that the women take hold of this woman suffrage

movement as they do in the Relief Sociery.™




Beaver Relief Sociery Hall. Urah State Historica

Socrety, A viphls reerved, Ulsed |
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The large number of women involved in Farmington's association can be
partially atrributed to Lyman’s scrong recommendation. During the meeting
at which Lyman and Young spoke, at least two women declared thar their
opinion on woman suffrage had changed. Athelia Steed said thar “she did
not underscand it [woman suttrage] ar one time but now looked upon it in
a different light." A Sister Leonard also stated that the movement was new
to her, but she had decided it was a good thing, Furthermore, on the day
the Farmingion branch was organized, 22 women had their names on the
roll.** Less than six months larer che group’s membership had grown ro 49
members.** Otficial church sanction, as expressed by Apostle Lyman, might
have changed some women's opinions about the movement and might have
convinced some to participate who would have otherwise ignored it
Although these two associations differed 1n the direct discussion of
church approval, their goals were similar and were aligned with those of
the termironal association. The local associaticns |-r:!'.\.-r||\ :!!l.!':':s‘.t"»_': WHEN
o receive the right o vote, 'f‘-l.l! _'zil.bﬂ_:..f with this cencral _J.'ll.LJ came l.'ltht'F
commirments and questions. Women were to use the suffrage movement o
become more educated about politics, to use this knowledge to improve their
family lives, and to transmit womanly virtues into the realm of government,**
Yer within these worthwhile goals were inherent « anflices, How policically
involved should women be? When did political interests interfere with family
interests? I a woman were to extend her virtue into the vice of the political
world, then would she not risk becoming contaminated herself? How were
women to preserve their “natural virtue™? The Beaver WSA secretary recorded

:
the following remarks, concerning one of the goals of the association

Let no man or woman be mistaken as o what this movement for
suffrage really means. None of us want to rurn the world upside
down, or to convert women into men. We want women, on the
conerary, above all things to continue womanly—womanly in che
highest and best sense—and to bring their true, honest, juse, pure,
lovely and of good report to bear upon conduct of public affairs.™

An edition of the Equal Rights Banner, a monthly, hand-written newsletter
produced by rhe Beaver County women, reinforced this idea and referred
women to their previous voring record in Usah. The Bawner claimed that
]."!'!”l' o 185 women |‘:d-1 (.1 .ri.}St‘d a 'F"LITIH ng ||ir.|tu Nct On Eovermment
in the terrirory and encouraged this practice to begin again.”” The editors
of the Banner continually referred to supenior womanly virtues. On Apnil

165, 184, an editor wrote that chose men controlling the nation had been
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described as lacking sympathy, mercy, charity, and all “ennobling virtues
The editor concluded thar women should be allowed o vore since women,
not men, had domimon over gll those chamcrenstics. ™

I'he question of virtue was used not only by Urah suffragists but
also by navional suffragists. Antisuffragists had also used “virtue” in their
arguments against granting women the right to vore. Supporters of the
suffrage movement usurped this discussion of virtue from ancisuffragiscs,
however, and used it to seress the |1u|'|r'v||1,u results women would have on
politics. The National American Woman Suffrage Association frequently
referred to the social evils that women had combatted and defeated in the
past. The organization stressed that confronting these evils had not caused
a L1r= rcase 1n I"E'Il:lrd.l!T_\. virtue, or femiminity.”® How women could remain
virtuous when acrive in “evil” politics was not explained by the local or
natyonal ~ul1"r.=i,';f leaders

I'he incongruence continued. Home and religion, not politics, were
clearly of ultimare importance, bur suffrage was a political question. What
combination of interests was acceprable and preferable for women? The
members in Farmington were reminded that they were not to become so
involved in |1|:|iriL'S that it interfered wich their religious duties and beliefs, ¥
Emmeline B. Wells addressed chis topic in her letter to Mary A, White. Wells
wrote, “I never wish family duties neglected—they are firet, after that other
things."* Louissa Jones, editor of the Equal Righbts Banner, in September 1893
agreed with Wells and wrore adescription of what she believed was the proper
WOIman's c.ph:—n’:. A woman was “toconduct her home in such a manner thar sh
gathers happiness and contentment around herself and others, to advance the
race on the path to civilization and progress by teaching her children

: s , :
I'he sufirage leaders continually urged women to use the knowledge gained

ut meetings to improve their families. The women 1n both Farmingron and
Beaver constantly expressed the belief thar the night o vote would make
every woman a better mother, since a child’s education would be enhanced
by a mother who participated in politics, Zina Young encouraged women in
Farmington to disseminate intormation in their association thar would make

W4

them better wives and motchers.* The content of the Equal Rights Banner
is indicative of this tangle of family, religion, and paolitics, since scactered
among articles addressing the progress of woman suffrage are recipes and
hints for raising children and improving spiricualicy. Exaccly how women
were to juggle these differing goals and admonitions was left up to them
Despite the confusing designs the associations had for women, instrus
tions relaring o political parties on the territorial and local level were quite

clear. Both branches were explicitly politically neutral. The Utah suffragists
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goal was tocreare a coalition of polirical parties o support woman '\;JET.TJ_E:{-
1n elections and the « onstiturional convenrion in 1895

Emmeline B. Wells's letter to Mary White addressed this issoe.
Wells suggested thar women exert themselves in areas that were traditional
strnn#hu]:f'. of womanly :Ir‘lﬁlJEﬁL'L", Rllt'h a8 ar s l.l| l_'.LL'I"I[ rings .l['ld "\L'h(}f:i
meerings. S warned thar there were "unwise” women who threatened to
antagonize the men in the territory by politically uniting with one parey.
These same alicnated men would ulrimarely decide whether or not women
would vore. Wells urged White's branch not to unite with either political
party, even ifter the People's and Liberal parties had disbanded to form the
naional Democrati .|!|11 Rl'[".l'f:lili an parcies ‘Marr lage 1o one [»fl||'.h al parcy
had demied women the right to vore in the past, and the Mormon women
did not intend to cause the same divisions a second time. Political afhliarion

15 NEVET ment 5|.".i in 1I.H }‘Itj‘-fr Minures or thi ] armingoon minuces.

”1 Spite Certmn similaricies, many !]-il.'.l:"‘!t distincnions, l"."ui-.!c".& L"'
different populations, existed berween the two organizations. The topics
discussed in the meetings and the ardor for the movement varied a grear deal
in Farmington and Beaver, Farmington womer, were quick to participate and
to fulfill their responsibilities in the association. Beaver women placed less
emphasis on the importance of their associatior. This conclusion is suggested
by the minutes of the meetings in both towns. For instance, in Beaver in the
May 16, 1892, meeting, hymnbooks were discussed as well as che purchase

||I. a book tor the executive board. One woman who had been .:"ﬁI‘}__‘['I&L! 4

part on the program was not present, and arother was not prepared. The

women heard a lecture on the free coinage of silver, sang a song, listened to a
reading, and then adiourned. On July 18, 1892, there was no program, and

n. Again on Seprember 18, 1892, there

the women just had a shorr discussi

Wis Do Organizi o program The prea:u'r:m of the associanon thou
Beaver members] ought ro rake an inrerest in our meetings and cry and get
others to attend.” The nadir of the Beaver WSA came on January 16, 1804,

when the secretary recorded che following

Programme next in order. Musick Instrumental by W. G. Bickley.
Civil Government Class omitted, Prest. Farnsworth not prepared.
Song by Mrs. Fernley, “The Pardon come too late” next Reading
from Womans Suffrage History b_t Louissa Jones lady not present.
Speech by W. G. Bickley The Gentlemen, not being _11rL-[.*Jrcd

with a lecture, he read a selecrion from W. Tribune[sc]

i " . :
At the nex meecting, on March 16, the women established a ten-cenr hne for




parts on the program_ The

ppropriai
was the excuse of tllnes

not have

indicate that some of the pa

been suttrage enthusiasts. Indeed, an analysis of the duries performed verihes
this -||‘s\tr\.1flun Lull]'\\.i ‘II'II"H_ 50 Maeser, .1I'hE M F ?\hjl'-.‘l'r |- Appcar
to have done most of the work to support the acrivities of the Beaver
association, These women served on more committees, wrote more articles,
and participated in more association programs than any of the orher women,
Some women may have used the WSA as a type of social organization and
an excuse to meet with other women. Mary Fernley, an editor for the Bawne

worried that some women did not care about the |'*|||!|-".Jl CONSEQuUenNCes only

the social benefirs of the association. She wrore, “In fac

that one of cur own members when asked whar was ¢

not know, char sh

together, answered th

the meetings et edd the society of the mem
I'he members of WSA in Farmingron, however, were very active in
most of therr 1I'I["=_'[:r||;_':'~ Rare |'. did a peTrsion not f||:§1|.! her re -[1i-rl.:|||ill'L oun

the scheduled program. Only once was the program deemed a total failure
because the week had been unusually busy.*’ These women usually met twice
a month, racher than once a monch as the Beaver women did. The minutes
revenl many interesting discussions on a variery of topics and many women
who were dedicated to the cause of woman suffrage

On May 8, 1803, the Farmingron women heard lectures on the queen
of lraly and the U. §. Constizution and then debated the guestion of what

onstituted a just war. On June 1 4 they heard Lucy A Clark’s description of

the World's Fair. Larer, on June 26, a lecturer addressed the

2 geE o 3 1
August the lite of a Scoruish countess was recited, and a re

»wort on the Womai

Suffrage Festival in Salr Lake was given. Soon after, the

CEAn o

study prominent women of the Bible, such as Sarah, Hagar, Queen Esther
Abigail, and Judith. The Farmington association was very well organized and
appears to have enjoyed a great deal of support from a number of its members

One of the characteristics shared by both Farmingron and Beaves
wits the type of wamen involved in the movement. Bocth Woman Suffrage
Associations appear to have consisted of a select segment of che population
Generally the women who participated were members of a political and
religious elice who were involved in many other groups and causes in addition
to woman suffrage. The private morivations of most of these women are

unclear. Some 1

e participated to further th

surely must have Deen

right o vore for all women m the rerritory. Despire their motivarions, the




I network connected by tamuly, social, and

women involed formed a sm

religious ties. An examination of the Beaver City WSA roll for 1892 shows
thar the women and men 4[‘.\~-i\":d 10 this assoC1ation were very influencial in
their commuraty
W. G. Fickley was a very active member of the Beaver branch of the
suffrage movenent, even serving as chaplain for a nime. " His wife Jane was
also a membe: Professor Bickley raught music at the local school and was
well known throughour Beaver Cicy for being an accomplished musician. He
led the acclaimed Beaver City Choir that toured southern Utah. Because of its
fine reputatior, the choir was invited to join in the service dedicating the St
George Tempk and performed a song composed by Bickley for the occasion
Jane Bickley was the first Relief Society president in the East Ward.*
Wilham and 3 :
cam of Sullrazises

County WSA Fle was ele ' as county Clerk and served 1n that position

ner husband and wile

orary member of the Beaver

from 1866 to 1884, He was alse known in the religious circles of the town
since he had served as bishop in Beaver in 18
Daniel ind Ruth W. Tyler were honorary members as well.** He
had been presdent of the Switzerland mission prior to settling in Beaver.
I I 15
His writing abilities were reputed to be among the best in the county.
I | }
He displayed his talents in a book encitled The Mormon Battalion. He also
|
published the Beaver Chronicle, the town newspaper, during 1879.4

Lucinda Howd joined the Tylers as an honorary member of the associ-

ation. In 1890 she served as president of the Relief Society. Her husband, 5
G. Howd. was one of the original secelers in Beaver and was selecred

first presiding elder of the newly led town. He later served as a town
ouncilman rem 1894 [0 1865 wis succeeded by Edward _I":'r.‘-it"_'.
who served in the same position from 1896 to 1897. His wife, Mary Fernley,

was another member of the associatnion
Sarah Caroline Maeser, whose name also appears on the 1892 roll, was
the wife of ch* one of the prominent educators in Beaver City, Reinhard
Maeser, the hist schoal |-r|j|{_‘|p¢|l in the town, In addition, he, :Iltl-]!‘l.f: with
other important cicizens, is given the credit for convincing Mormon officials
to establish the Beaver Stake Academy, which was the first such church school
south of Prove'® Reinhard Maeser's father, Karl G. Maeser, was famous for
h:\ associanion with the |_1|j'|;h_3m ‘_I"(rLII‘.:_' ,"\LJ-|( my ({now |1Ii.|_'f'|_1J'l'| Y:'nnn_-_-
University ) in Provo, Utah
he WSA roll also

E. Murdock's name. In 1870 Murdock

LS In 188 he

th of

was reporied ©» have a person

of the abandoned military post near Beaver anc donated 1t to the LDS church




Basle _.’-'.-ﬂ’ the Ballu

for the establishment of a braach of the Brigham Young Academy at Provo
For this generous donation e school was named the Murdock Academy
Murdock was involved in rown and counry political marters as well and held
numerous offices. For example, in 1882 he served as selectman and was vored
county commissioner in 1903. In 1890 he was selected to be the president
of the Beaver LDS Srake, His wife, Mary, and his L].]ugl'li't'-ri—n'i-l.lw, Caddie
and Clara, were members of the MIHI'.LII.::' associacion as well.4°

Mary A. White was a very prominent member of the association and
served as its president. She was invited to give a speech to the citizens of
Beaver when Utah became a state in 18g6. Charles D. White, her husband,
was the second president of the Beaver LDS Stake. He was also involved in
community affairs and was a selectman in 18g95—g6.4

An examinarion of the Farmington roll shows grear similarities. In this
town as well the cause of suffrage appears to have been supported by a group
of social, political, and economic elives. Nettie Abbott was the hirst name on
the roll for the Farmingron W5A in 1892, She raughc at che local school and
in August 1892 became president of the Primary in the ward. Her husband,
Thomas M. Abbett, was reputed to have been the first to herd catcle up Ogden
Canyon, Brigham Young had requested Abbott to carry a lecter from ham
to Joseph Morris {]urm_'._' the Morrisite War ?® Clara Leonard, also a member,
was another schoolteacher involved in the suffrage movement. Leonard served
as an organist and treasurer in the hrst LDS Primary in Farmingron, Mary
Millard was another WSA member involved in the Primary organization
She was second counselor to Nettie Abbort and became president in 189647

The record also contains the name of Emmeline Hess Bourne, wife of
John A. Bourne who served two terms in the Farmingron City Council. He
later ‘u'ﬂi’u] a5 IT‘:.&F':“FT 4] [‘.il'lnl:'l.p.:TLl“ trom 192 I 1922, [‘I-L'El'i[f--fulll' yCars
afrer Urah women received the vore

Amasa Lyman Clark was also well known politically in the city of
Farmington. He served two years as county treasurer and in 1882 began an
eighteen-year career as city creasurer. He evenrually served as mayor during
1908—11 and as bishop of cthe Farmington Ward from 1915 to 1930, Mary
8. Clark, wife of Ezra Thompson Clark and mother of Amasa Lyman Clark,
participated in the suffrage movement, as did her daughter Mary Elizabeth
Clark. Mary 8. Clark's daughrer-in-law, Lucy A. Clark, was also prominent
in the community and a suffragist. She was the first president of the LDS
Young Women's Association in Farmington, which was organized in 1873,
and later served in the Davis Scake Primary

Lizzie Coombs, a president of the suffrage associarion, and her husband

were part of the economic backbone of Farmington. Together chey operated
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the first telephone office, the first molasses muill, and the second store in
Farmingron.*'

One of Coombs’s fellow members, Julia Hess, was very prominent in
the community. Hess served with Aurelia Rogers in the Davis Stake Primary.
She was the third wife to John W. Hess who was called on March 4, 1894,
to be president of the Davis Srake >

Archur Stayner was a counselor to Bishop Hess and known for raising
the first sugar cane in Utah, Stayner's wife, Clara, was a member of the WSA,

The Miller family was another suffrage family. Two wives of Jacob
Miller, Helen Mar Cheney and Annie Christenson Miller, were members of
the Farmington WSA. Helen was first counselor to Aurelia Rogers in the
Primary. Jacob Miller was superintendent of the Davis County School Diserice
and an assistant editor for the Farmington Jowrral, He was also first counselor
1] HI’-hHE“- Hess and Secrisc

Although she spent most of her life in poverty, Aurelia Rogers was one
of the most beloved women in the city of Farmington and in the W5SA. The
community's apprecianion was demonstrated when she and Eliza R. Snow
received the first silk dresses manufactured in Urah, Rogers is given credit for
founding the Mormon Primary and served as the president of the Davis Stake
Primary for seven years. She accompanied Emmeline B, Wells, and others
to Washington, D. C., in 1895 to atrend a sulfrage convention. Rogers also

served for cwenry-two years as secretary of Farmingron's first Relief Society.
In 1935 a plaque in her honor was placed in the southwest corner of the
Farmington Chapel. Her daughrer, Leone, was also a WSA member.*

Monica Secnist, another president of the Farmington WSA branch, was

the wife of Bishop Jacob Secnist. He was the president ol the Farmingron
Commercial and Mercantile Company and a director of the Davis County
Bank. In 1890 he was nominared for a county commissioner and larer ran for
office in the legislature

Harrier Staniforth, although not politically or religiously prominent,
was still well known in the communicy. She was one of the first midwives in
Farmington and aided in che delivery of hundreds of babies.™

The members of the Farmington WSA and their husbands included four
prominent educators, two Relief Society presidents, ten civil servants, three
bishops, ane stake presidenc, one mission president, five Primary presidents
or counselors, and two economic leaders. Based on Farmingron's 18g2 roll,
56 percent of the women could be considered social, religious, economic,
Of rhlillll al elites. In addition, sixteen of the twenty-four Beaver women on
the 1894 roll could be considered prominent in their communiry. This is

66 percent of the women involved in the W3A in that city. These women
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were the strength of their communities and the suffrage movement. Through
their social connections they wiclded a great deal of influence in political and
religious circles. They helped garner support for the cause of woman suffrage
and convinced many of their political leaders, who were often cheir husbands
or friends, to embrace the cause as well

The associations in Beaver and Farmington had many of the same
characteristics. They shared similar goals and presented their members with
similar challenges as the women soughr to discover what degree of political
activity was acceptable. The women in both associations were forced to
confront other questions thar the suffrage movement presented to Mormon
women. The women and the associations differed according to the degree of
involvement in and dedication to the suffrage movement. Yer for all their
similarities and differences chese two associations did their uiique parts to
expand awareness of the existence and importance of the woman suffrage
movement

As the women sought m extend support for woman suffrage, those
suttragists who truly took hold of the cause experienced a rransformation in

themselves. Their political awareness increased. They became curious and

informed themselves about che development of woman suffrage ourside Urah,
They avidly awaited news concerning the progress of che suffrage movement
in Wyoming, Colorado, and elsewhere. They read the Woman's Exponent and
the Woman's Tribuwe, newspapers that provided coverage of the activities of
suffragists everywhere

The women also learned about grear women, borh in current events and
biblical rimes. With this knowledge they were able o develop female role
maodels who were socially, politically, and religiously active. The women also
used the movement as an opportunity to prepare themselves for the time when
they would be allowed to vore. They accomplished this through lectures on
civil government and current topics, such as the silver and tariff controversies

In addition, che suffrage movement improved the national reputation
of Mormon women, which had been severely damaged by the pracrice
ot polygamy. Through work in the suffrage movement women discovered
common bonds of sisterhood berween themselves and women throughout
the nation and the world. The women in Beaver and Farmington supporred
this common cause of women’s righrs. For example, when the women of
Farmingron donated an apron and bonnet to the Woman's Bazaar held in
Florida, the Farmington members received a warm thank you from cheir
fellow suffragists.’” Mormon women and the suffrage organizations in the
territory were, ar rimes, even held up as examples to other women in

the United States (It‘i'el"}_.:t' Carr, a national ';i]]fr_i._]_:lir leader, U.rni'\]]m{'ntmi
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the work of Utah women saving, “Utwah was rwelve nimes as

45 5-!.!\\.|- huserts, fourteen nimes as well as i--'-h.-. and nminetecn
well as New York This statement must have provided a fech
accomplishment for many -alil.Tr:l'_,-_."i"i{-i wharever their personal motivarions for
]Llllllilll._' rII( MOvement woere

The Beaver and Farmingron women involved in the grass-roots sup-
port of woman suffrage helped Utah women to receive the right to vote, The
movement also helped the women chemselves. Those involved in the move-
ment faced questions about themselves and how they were to enter a new
sphere of politics while balancing craditional roles. Alchough boch the Beaver
and Farmington WSA Eroups appear [o have gone out of existence after the

adoption of woman suffrage in Utah, the associations bad helped women to

become mare politi ally aware and betrer ‘r-r.-;-_.rr-i to take on a portion of
the new mantle of political parriciparion
Nortes
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Womean's Place Is in the Constitution

The Struggle for Equal Rights in Utah in 1895

JEAN BICKMORE WHITE

n July of 1894 the nation’s leading advocate of woman suffrage, Susan B,
Anthony, voiced a hope and a warning to the officers and members of the
Woman Suffrage Association of Urah. "My dear friends,” she wrote, "l am
‘-|{‘i;_g|1[L-.f that yvou are now to [e in the Union of f‘;[.ir!'\, s you |‘1.L\'L‘ bl:‘Eﬂ !.’-(J!'
many years in( he union of the dear old National Woman Suffrage Association!
[ congrarulate you not only because Utah is to be a seate, bur because 1 hope

nbled, will, like

.i."-.i trust that her moet in C.onst !|4I:u'.||'. Convention asse
the noble men of Wyoming, ordan e al +"4|l.|.|.”\. (O Nér women.

Noting that Uctah's women had once had the right to vote, Miss

Anthonv said: “And 1 am sure that you, my dear sisters, who have not

the sweets of liberty, bur also the bitterness, the humuliarion of
loss of the blessed symbol, will not allow the organic law of your sta be

varnsm thar makes women the ;'-|||::: &l SIaves .'-E- !Tic-.’...

2 T N
Iramed on the Dart

Miss Anthony was a political realist, and it seems that sh

5
z
[

the struggle ahead for Urah’s women. She urged them o hghe o get their

and not to leave it to future

right to vote in the state’s new COnsSttutIon

;.t'L:I‘-‘l.'lE'L]:'t"\ OF tO SEPArate vore « I the electorare. She warned

First published in Urah Historical Quarterly 42 (Fall 1974): 344-69. Reprinted by

]-"’.'rnll'\k][.lll
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Now in the formative period of you the rime to

establish justice and equelity to all the

fjectie  male

once admirtred into vour Organic law, w Il remamn

i .:;iliu' Into :""L.- EVINg otherwise! Look how the
York toiled and toiled over forty years to ger “male” our of our
constitution. . . . No, na! Don't be deluded by any specious rasoning,
but demand justice now. Once ignored in your constitutior—you'll

be as ]'?(}W't'rlt'bi TOSECUre recOENItIon as are wWe in the older sutes

ahe went on to warn against leaving the vore for womer our of the

onstitution and submitting it for a separate vote of the electorae, pointing

out that Colorado was the only state in which the male vorers had agreed
to extend the franchise to women.' By 1894 only Wyoming ard Colorado
granted full political nghts ro women: some other states permired them o

vote in school or municipal elections

Miss Anthony's letter had arnved ar a crucial nme, on the eve ol
starehood for Urah. Earlier :n 1894 Congress had passed cle Enabling
Act, providing for a constitutional convention to be held in 8gs. If the
constitution conformed to the provisions of the Enabling Act, axd if it were
approved by the voters at a subsequent election, President Grover Cleveland
would proclaim Utah a state, and the dream of most citizens of he rerritory
of Utah would be fulfilled. Umh would at last be a state on an equal footing
with the other states of the union, free of territorial laws enacred sy Congress
and free to elect ber own state officials

It was particularly crucial cime for advoca livnal nghts for

women, Abe .|;‘-i '_'I-Ti"-n'!'l" lay a unique oppaoart = aghts. Utah

women had once had the neght (0 vote, as a e i tle ternitonal

legislature, from 1870 until 1887, when it was taken away by Cingress with
the passage of the Edmunds-Tucker Act.® In the meantime, several of the
prominent women in the Mormon church (Church Hi-‘h‘ELl\ Chrse of Lacter
I.Inl.'_,' .I'\dl.n[‘\." hﬂd bt".L'.l'jl'['lt- active in 1]H' ||.I[I“|I.I| wWorman _‘j“ﬂ‘[.ilﬂl movementc,
and in 188y they had founded the Woman Suffrage Associatin of Urah,
Many of these same women were leaders in the Mormon Relief Society, the
WOHmen's .ill).'i]jﬂl'}' f)f the chuir ||, and |:.|.|l i1|'iJ[|'ItIll,'l:i lessons in overnment,
parhiamentary law, history, and other subjects thar would stimulite women's
interest in public affairs.® They had also moved cur into tie territory,

organizing suffrage associations in the outlyving counties. to mae sure that

there was widespread support for the movement. They 1 staved 1n close

touch with the leaders of the Mormon church, obtaining their hessings and

'-'-I[\;-IIH for their activites Iir the natoonal wom

n's organizatons. By the
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rime Miss Anthoiy's advice arrived, the leading Ucah suffragists were already
getting well prepared for che struggle ahead, continuing to organize ar the
:.;r_;\-,-fl)n[-. as wel as cultivat INE SUpport at the l‘u]_'\I of the re llIL’I.I.Hl't |"|:tfﬂr|'_'h'\'.

In September of 1894, both of the nacional political parties held
territorial convertions, and 1t became evident thar the women’s etforts were
beginning to bea fruir. The Republicans met first, ar the Opera House in
Provo on Seprember 11. The party platform included a List of twenty-one
items, starcing wch che need for a protective wrift and free comage of silver.
The v!;.:htt-r:!l:h vem stared simply: "We favor the granting of equal wlll".'-l’.igt
to women. | Thee is no indication in the Tritune account ol the convention
that there was any CONIrOversy over this |_~rl'r',|\||l|']_ .|J!|1|III.L"|! there was to
be considerable debare later about 1ts exact meaning. [t would be J-rgtLll'.'d

later char the provision was hastily j‘iJ- ed in the |;-|.|1T'--rrlﬂ by a minority

ans be

and char it was rot the sense of the Provo coavention that Repub
committed to phcing woman suffrage in the new constitution. This was
denied by the resslunions chairman, former governor A. L. Thomas, who said
he fele a majonieyof his commurttee and of the convennion delegates scrongly
‘\llF"}"[lf“'l‘ [hl [\'llvl_\]llil 0

I'he Democrats met on Seprember 15 10 Salt Lake City, and again che
question of woman suffrage was placed near the end of the plattorm. However,
it received a much scronger endorsement than it had from the Republican

convention., The Democrat i |,1E.!l||erT1 stated

I'he Democrats of Utah are unequivocally in favor of woman sulfrage,
and |i1e ;‘t'-:'.nJJ' :'J_,_'llt‘. and ;-r--.::: 285 of wWomen ¢ Jutand with !|!1I'.'-1€

we demand that such

ng eligibility to office,

of men, inclu \
Fusrantecs |~_,||| l'-u. ]'ru\u||'1J in [l'.t.'(.l![IH?IT'ﬂha.'_u‘-I the State ot I.-Eah

as will secure to the women of Utah these inest imabhle FJ.:.’_l‘aTQ

A lone voice, that of Scipio Africanus Kenner, asked to have the platform
.in.jn_|1u-._l by sections 1n order to i\!'!’['I'JH -Jl'a]llllll]lk to sections that some
delegates could rot endorse. After his objection died for lack of a second,
he is quoted as saying, in 2 hoarse whisper, “Well I'll never vore for woman
suffrage, anyway. ' Two prominent suffragists, Emily S. Richards and Electa
Bullock. rose to thank the convention for its actions on behalf of women's
political rights, pointed our the difference in the two plat forms, and promised
that women never would abuse their political privileges

During the weeks following the conventions the political parties held
precinct and courty conventions at which canc idates were selected to run for

scats in the constturional convention. [t is important to note this sequence
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ol events, for some convention delegates were to argue larer char the had not

attended cheir pamy s rernitonal convention, that they had not hal a voice
]

in its territorial platform, and that they had not made any pledgs on the
suffrage question 1n their own ( ampaigns

Atter the election was held in November, the president of the Woman
Sutfrage Association of Salt Lake County, Dr. Ellen B, Fergusin, urged
members to visit the newly elected constitutional convention deleges to see
il they intended to put woman suffrage in the conscicution. She wirned that
some of the delegates were now wavering and noted char “many ar inclined
to hang back, saying wait till we are a State then we will give o women
‘\llHI.L_'_'f

I'he editor of the Womar's [ oreni, an unoing 1al journal refle tng thi
interest of the Mormon Relief Sociery and dedicated o promotion §f woman
sulirage, warned also char the vote for women faced some oppositin—Ifrom
women. Emmeline B. Wells, editor of the Expomenr, observed tat somi
waomen in the [ermory telt no need of exre |J.l:||._' '[he_- im;;[:;.“' r|_;:||\ to their
sex because they were sitting in “luxury and ease.” These same wemen, she
COMmime I'Hl'd, ﬂ]lgh[ -L::H!r,wi.l!. need ||||||| ical |.['|Lrl\ "I':l.r their own deence and
protection, or mayhap for ther lictle ones L

The women favoring suffrage continued cheir organizing eforts and
were able to report in mid-February thae nineteen of Urah's tweaty-seven
counties had suffrage organizetions, '

As '[ht' constirutional conwvi nLon H['n:_-::t'u,i on March . INGS, r||:
restoration of the franchise for women looked fairly cerrain. True, -here was
some opposition, but the suffragists had done their work well and wad every
right to hope for success. The Tribume reported that “a strong seniment in
tavor of g INE WOMmEn the right to vore 15 manifested :_‘h the delemies

Yer within a2 month the political rights of women in the wew stare
became the mose bitrerly fought issue of the convention, raising anew the
old charges of Mormon church domination in polirics and bringing forch the
muost eloquent oratory the delegates could muscer.

"Wh}' did this issue, which had seemed non-controversial mly a few
maonths before ac che parties’ territorial conventions, consume so much time
at the constitutional convention? Was it a sham battle wich the outcome
never in doubr? And why did the suffrage supporters finally win their iight?

These are the questions to be explored in this paper

I'he men who assembled ar the constiturional convention in March of 1804
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were in many ways a remarkable group. The 107 delegares included 28 non-
Mormons, among them Charles §. Varian, a former district attorney in charge
of the prosecurion of polygamists; C. C. Goodwin, editor of the Salt Lake
Trebume, and George P. Miller, a Methodist Episcopal minister. The Mormon
members included the president of the convention, Apostle John Henry
Smich, Apostle Moses Thatcher (who was absent much of the time), Presiding
Bishop William B, Preston, and Brigham H. Roberts, member of the Firse
Council of Sevenrty, Heber M. Wells, who would become the state’s first
governor, and President Karl G. Maeser of Brigham Young University were
among the many other prominent men actending. Approximately two-chirds
of the delegates were farmers and ranchers, and the rest were businessmen,
lawyers, or muning men. There were 59 Republicans and 48 Democrars.'®
Only 29 of the delegares had been bormn in the Urah Territory.!” There seemed
to be a determined effort to keep the old religious animosicies from dividing
the convention, and partisan pelitics played a smaller role than might have
been expected. There were several excellent orarors who could be counted on
to display their knowledge of constitutional history and classical literature
at the slightest provocation, Although some of the speeches wene on for
seemingly endless hours, it must be admitted that the quality of the rhetoric
was considerably ubove that generally found ia legislative bodies today,

On March 11 the subjece of equal rights for women was taken up before
eight of the filteen members of the Committee on Elections and Suftrage, and
the ensuing debare proved to be a preview of the problems that lay ahead.
Seven of the eight members present approved a provision taken from the
Wyoming constitution. It read:

The nghts of citizens of the Stare of Uzah to vote and hold office
shall not be denied or abridged on acccunt of sex. Both male and
temale citizens of this Srave shall equally enjoy all cwvil, political and

religious rights and privileges.™

The Tribune reported that “the discussion was quite animated berween
Mr. Kiesel [a non-Mormon businessman from Ogden], whao is stoutly oppased
to woman suffrage, and the seven other delegates present, but the latter were
not won over by Mr. Kiesel's arguments, nor did Kiesel succumb to cheirs,
and the vote stood seven to one.” A Tribune editorial the same day condemned
the committee's action as hasty and ill-advised and voiced the main argument
that would be used against woman suffrage in the weeks of debarte ahead.
The merits of this or such other controversial topics as prohibition were not
at issue ar this time, the editorial wner argaed; the question was one of
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expediency. The constrution would be sure to draw some negative votes, he

reasoned. Why ask for more?

Now, we submit to the convention whether it is wise to put in the
Constirution woman suffrage, prohibirion, etc., and thus add to the
hostility that must inevitably be drawn upon ic. It is not likely
that any of the voters will oppose the Constitution merely becanse
woman suffrage and prohibition are left our of ic. It is certain that a
good many will oppose it merely because they (or eicher of them) are
put in. Even to submit them as separate propositions will be sure to
draw adverse votes to hundreds, perhaps thousands. We put it to the
convention, whether it can afford ro rake the risk of putting these
propositions or eicher of them, in the Constitution, and so pechaps

put their whole work in jeopardy

While the commuttee was continuing 1ts deliberations, Emmeline B
Wells, president of the Woman Suffrage Association of Utah, returned from
the National American Woman Suffrage Association meeting in Atlanea. In
an interview published in the Trebune, Mrs. Wells voiced the arguments that
were to be heard often in the wieeks ahead. Racher chan making broad, general
appeals for the franchise as a matrer of fundamental rights and equality
berween the sexes, she referred to practical mareers and to the unique history
of the territory. Women of Urah, she said, should have the vote because it
was given to them by the territorial legislature, was used withour abuse for
seventeen years, and was taken away only as a “political measure.” Another
reason cited was thar “there ars undoubredly more women in Utah who own
their own homes and pay taxes (if in a small way) than in aay other State
with the same number of inhabitants, and Congress has, by itsenacements in
the past, virtually made many of these women heads of families.” This was a
reminder of the fact that women had been left o suppore famihies while cheir
husbands were imprisoned for unlawful cohabitation. She concluded with
the statement thar educational equality had always exisced in the verritory,
in keeping with the sentiment of its founders, and added tha she was glad
to be back to work for E.uf'lr.h;;v in the convention.®™ There was much work
wairing for her to do.

A few days later, on March 18, boch the Salt Lake and the Utah suffrage
dssoCianions J’H‘L"\'.!."I:'!['.".! memorils to che convention Summanz ."|5.; rh;- reasons
why they felr women should hawe political equality with men !'hu.. rouched
on the “taxaton \\'1lhl_'1|.s? reprocntanon theme .i'li‘.'}l_i\_'rtl_'\_i .‘\E"J}IJI'TI Lincoln

as believing thar “women would someday wield the ballor to purify and
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ennoble politics.” Reminding the delegates that both political parties were
on record pledged to woman suffrage, the women engaged in transparent
flareery, designed to persuade the men to take a historic step and make Urah

the chird state to grant full suffrage in its constitution. They wrote:

We believe that now the time cloack of American |t|-\r1!|§' has struck
the hour to inaugurate a larger and cruer civil life, and the future
writers of Utah history will immortalize the names of those men who,
in this Constitutional Convention, define the injustice and prt'itti']it'{'
ave heretofore entchralled

of the past, strike off the bonds that
worman, and open the doors that will usher her into free and full

emancipation

Under the heading, (God Bless the Ladies.” the Tribume re I”"'Tl‘-.-ifh-i‘-' the
presentation of the memonals DY the seventy-hve women who crow ded into
the convention hall was made before a convention thar was already scrongly
in favor of woman suffrage. "Under the circumstances,” the Tribune rcpurrr:d.
“it was but a pleasing method of conveying to the delegates an assurance of
the regard in which they are held by their sisters, with incidental arguments
designed to keep the convention steadfast in devotion,”**

The women were conceded o be in 4 good position to gain their
objectives, but they were taking no chances. They knew there were those
who were not ready to open the doors into “free and full emancipation,’
1T Jlllilllj_' SOGIME MEen ||1t'}'\' { lrlthc COMIMITTEE | raiting the elections and Bﬂl:r}iélt
article—and the publisher of the Tribume

The majority report of the commuirtee was pre sented on March 22, wach
the explanation that most members ol the committee had found it difhcule
to find a reason why women should mar have F-uir[:- al =='|u.ll1r.‘. Thn'} had,
rhf_-rt't-urt'_ .hllli\n-i ||[t'|'.l.||\ the li]—lgilﬂ}:l' of the W yoming construrion, since
woman suffrage in thar state had for twenty-five years been demonstrared to
be a “pronounced success.™

The following day the Tribune editorial maintained thar by adopring
the equal suffrage arcicle, "Urah will join the small group of freak states, Its
insertion in the body of the Constitution as proposed, will invite many votes
adverse to starchood.” If proposed ar all, woman suffrage should be submicted
separately, the editorial stated, in order to find our how the people ar large
really telr abour the issue.™

A few days later the report of che minonty members of the commictee
came before the convenrion, and the bartle lines began to be drawn. Signed

by E J. Kiesel, Richard Mackintosh, and Robert McFarland (Kiesel and
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Mackintosh were non-Mormons), the report began by agreeing tha: women
were intellecrually qualified to vote as intelligently as men. It went on o
suggest thar women are, in fact, better than men but are ruled more readily
by “their sympathies, impulses and religious convicrions. . In the carefully
waorded passages that followed, the minority report played upon a number
of fears that still underlay Utah politics, It recalled the period, only a few
vears before, when Mormons had Ju-luu;:ni to one party-— the lirge and
predominating People's party—and the badly ournumbered non-Mormons
had belonged to the Liberal party. Both parties had dissolved by 1894 in the
interest of gaining statehood, and their members had gone into the national
parties of their choice

I'he report asserted that during the period of political division along

religwous lines women had besn raught "sincere allegiance to a lecal gow

emment and in char allegiance has been woven an absorbing affection and

prous devotion”™ which they would hind difficult to change. The vore had been
taken away by Congress, it continued, because the symparhies and devotion
of the women were “all be nding in one direcrion,” and it was feared that with
the voring privilege restored “the old overwhelming force would destroy the
present equality of parties. . . ." There would be “a rerrible tempration on
the part of those who ruled before, to resume their sway by working upon
the generous |r‘r‘)pul31'.& and religious instinces of women, which would result
in political, if not social and business, ostracism of the minority

The careful wording did not obscure the message. The minority report
raised the fear thatr Mormon church leaders could achieve [Mll'h al and
economic domination of the new state chrough their control of the women's
vote. This Eu':&i:i‘ui::} Was SO fepugnant to the nanion at large, the report
asserted, thar it .']‘:Ilg-hf. result 1n the withholding of statehood and k P away
eastern capital which was badly needed for the development of the arsa. As for
party platform pledges, the minority members observed that platiorms ar
changed from year to year and suggested that there had been a change of heart
in the territory since people began to consider seriously the consequences ol
Branting woman suffr;ig(-. Leave this vital question to the scate legislature,
the report concluded.*®

The Salt Lake Herald, a newspaper with pronounced Democrati

sympathies, underrook to refute the minority views point by point

The fear cthar conditions have not actually changed in Utah is a buried
bugaboo, pulled out of its grave to do dury for this occasion. If there
is not a sincere division on party lines, then the whole contention

DETween !‘&I‘[!r'\—‘-'.h!-. h every sanc man MCOEMIZCS a5 a VIgOorous
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reality—is a sickening sham The assertion that this alleged
fear is felt throughout che nation, is a straight undilured falsehood

withour dany sumh?l.!rn ¢ of fact

Kiesel later attempted ro explain his position by acknowledging thar
the process of assimilating Mormons and non-Mormons into the national
parties was going on; however, he feared thar the addition of thirty thousand
or more women—ifour-fifths of them Mormons—would concentrate in the
hands of the Mormon clergy & power that they would be unable to resisc. "1
know we Gentiles would use it,” he said

On Thursday, March 28, the majority report of the committee, calling
for equal palitical rights for women, was pliced before the convention for
debate. Kiesel quickly offered a substitute limiting the vote to males of the
ape of twenty-one or over. The issue was now before the convention, and one
of the outstanding orators of the Mormon church, Brigham H. Roberts, a

Davis County Democrat, rose to \'[‘L'.I]n. against extending sulfrage to women

He conceded that the overwhelming sentiment of the convention was to place
political equality for women in the new constitution; therefore, he would
not deliver the part of his speech devored to discussing the merits of the
question, Nor would he discuss the arguments contained in the minority
report—which he had had no hand in preparing. He would only advance
the argument that adoption of woman suffrage would be dangerous ro the
acquiring of statchood. ™ Advance it he did, in a lengthy speech before a rapt

audience. The Salt Lake Herald provided a vivid description of the scene:

H.' S ke 00 an audieEnce ( O] wsed of the leading women ‘-:-”f-l%.’lsfh
of this ciry, the delegates of the convention and the packed lobby, in
which |'|t'n' WIS NOT an 1no h of Ht,lll;ih\_;_: room. From the ]lL'_L'H'lI'I!I'.I.I_}_-' Uf_
his speech until the last word was uttered, fully an hourand a half, the
interest never flagged. All eyes were fixed on the orator as he stood in
front of the desk, rowering over those who were r ady to oppose him
the most, as he one moment Fose to a limax !hl.'l”lluz in 18 intensity,
and the next checked himself and allowed his voice to become slow
and pleading. It took him sometime to gather himself, but once he
did he was an oratorical avalanche. A scream of language, potent and
pleasing, flowed from his lips and caught his listeners until even
those who were most birterly opposed to him were r':uﬂ]wHt‘d o
pay compliment to his power with rapturous applause. As he stood
alone, disclaiming any desire for charity and fully recognizing the

consequences of his action, the sutfragists themselves could not bur
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admire his courage, and when he had hinished they crowded around

him and shook his hand enthusiastically

I'he content of the speech can be summarized briefly. He argued thar
there were .llft"&d_\ ﬂ'l'.'iﬂ}' luIIILI'le‘. lor rejpection l_PT‘ the consttution and for
a vote against starehood—fear of high raxes, fear of prohibition, fear of a
return to church domination. Why add to these negacive votes those of the
men opposed to woman suffrage’ And why tempt a rejection in Washington
by easterners opposed to the West's scrong stand for silver? He pleaded with
women to give up their struggle for enfranchisement in order to further the
cause of starehood—a cause that had been lost by the territory so many times
betore. He concluded by warning the convention delegates char in cheir desire
to gain immoral fame by granting women the vote, they mighe be digging
a grave for starehood.?

Delegare Andrew Anderson undertook ro answer Roberrs, not on the
basis of expediency burt on the mernits of the 1ssue H-_—,jrgu:d that 1t was unjust
to tax women without representation, contended thar women were morally
superior and would help to purify politics and government, pointed to the
lack of bad effects from women having the vote in Wyoming, and denied
that equal suffrage would cause the defear of the constiturion. Failure to keep
their party |!lJ[f(er pledges would be more likely to do so, he asserted, He
ulso voiced this appeal to echnocentric instinees

Millions of ignorant slaves have been admitred o the righe of
suftrage, and thousands of 1gnorant foreigners are admicred vearly,
.IlliJ. Vet “-EL h-l'_—'\lt.t{r 1] }:r.nii our mothe s, our \\'i\'t} Jr:\_! our sisters
the righes of soffrage, most of whom are native born, many are
property owners and well educated, and all are most vitally interested
in the welfare of the government, in the principles of liberty and the
perperuation of the same

These were themes that would be embellished almaost endlessly in the debares
ahead by supporters of woman suffrage

One of the most scholarly speeches of the convention was delivered on
the same day by Franklin 8. Richards, son of Apostle Franklin D. Richards and
an early suffrage leader, Jane S. Richards, He was the LDS church attorney and
a party to some of the most delicate negotiations berween church leaders and
government officials in Washingron, D.C., during the later rerritorial period

He was also the husband of a nreless organizer of many )LII-I.-TA:._"; ASSOCIAtIon

chapters in Utah, Emily S. R.chards. He stood squarely for statehood and
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suffrage and felt there should not be conflict berween the two. Quorting
prominent jurists, constirutional experts, and sociologists, Ri hards asserred
char the vote for women was the next necessary step in the march of human
progress. Richards said he had never known a woman whao felt complimented
by the starement that she was too good to exercise the same rights and
}"“\"I"."CL"‘ as a man. "My expenence and observation lead me to ITL'JjL'\{‘ that
while men admit the superiority of women in many respects, the lacter do
not care o much for this admission as Tiu-_\ do for an ac I-.um\'l:_-.,f;u_-n‘lg'-m of
their equality, and that equality we are bound in honor to concede. . . ™

Several speakers challenged the contention ot the minority report
that giving women the vote would cause a recurn to the old political
divisions along religious lines or threaten church dominarion. A Urah County
Democrat, Samuel Thurman, asserted vigorously: "1 have this confidence in
the Mormon Church, that if political parties will let them alone, they will
ler political parties alone.”

During the next two days cthe debate continued, despite an effort by
Washingron County Democrat Anthony W. Ivins to cur off debare and
advance the suffrage article ro third reading. Again the star performer was
the eloquent Roberts, bur at this point he moved from the low ground of
expediency to the higher ground of merit. He conrended chat the franchise
should be Biven nnl}- to individuals who could act III||1'|‘E'II1|I'I1E[}-'. free from
dicration. Since most women over twenty-one were marned, they could
not act feely bur would—and should—be ruled over by their husbands. As
for the argument advanced by the suffragists char it was unlair to expect
wWoimen I'-'IJIH My owners Lo !‘.l'- [axes “'lfh”"l’ e !'H‘i senialion ar 1""“" E."-lil !‘._'ll' i\*.]:\.
Roberts maintained thar voting was a privilege, not a nght. Historically, he

had been qualificarions of age, property ownership, an

peuhu'\i out, there
JJ{I_‘LU__‘. 1myj sosed asac ul!dll:ﬂ[) TOr vor mng '\X'nm:-n l:_:.ii]ln'l l|l.i.'|r I'i'E'-rl"\(‘nE.i[!ﬁﬂ
through their husbands, whose votes Ft']ﬂ'i"\!‘r'ltl'tl not only themselves but
their families. Most demands for the franchise in the past were made ro
provide a protection against ryranny, Roberts said, but men were nor che
enemices of women and there was no need ro give them the vote on this account.

Ill.lt'r1|l|.1‘ o [|!]t question ol {'{|1|‘|,||[\', Rtl'h'l’l't\ \.Iu[ men and women were
no doubt equal as to abilities and mentality, but they were different in ctheir
dispositions, tastes, and constitutions. Men needed women as a civilizing

influence, he said, and without them would soon sink into a stace of barbarism.

I place the values of woman upon a higker pinnacle, and there is not
a suffragist among you all thar has a higher opinion of her and of her

influence than I myself enterrain. Bur ler me say that the influence




Of WiHman as 1t '.Ii‘cl'.lf.r."- upon me never came Irom 55-|'_' rostrum, it
NEVET CAmc :‘-'-1_-1'!'! the [“.‘ill-"' WILH WoIman 1n it, 1t never came frum the
lecturer’s i'-‘:'JT.T-L%‘-.']'i'i. with woman S aking; it comes from the heside,
it comes from the blessed association with mochers. of sisers. of

wives, of daughrers, not as democrats or republicans. [Applase.)

He warned women chat if they permitted chemselves to be dragged
into the political arena they would fall from their high pinnacle, anl quoted
Cardinal James Gibbons on the dangers involved:

Christian wives and mothers, | have said you are the quens of
the domestic kingdom. If you would retain that empire, shin the
|Hr:::i al arena, avoid the rostrum, beware of unsexing yvourelves

I you become embroiled in political agitation the queenly mreola

thart CNCINCIES your ’r wr will hade away .1::_I the reverence hat 1s
patd you will \.J.J':.I.E‘['{'.II' It you have che vain ambition of regning

in public life, your domestic empire will be ar an end. ¥

As for the argument that women would purify politics, Robers asserved
that the sensibi lity and delicacy of good women would keep them avay from

the polls, "while the brazen, the element chat is under control of the nanagers
and runners of saloons, will be the ones to brave the ward politicins, wade
through the smoke and cast their ballor. The refined wife and mothe will not
so much as purt her foot in the filthy stream.”!” Instead of purifying politics,

women involved in public affairs would destroy the peace and hamony in

their homes. He pleaded for the delegares ro leave a refuge for mat to come

out of

strife and birterness often engendered in business, proessional
and political life

Perhaps the most persussive pleader for equal polirical right was the
Mormon author and historian, Orson F. W tl'l[l]l'_\ He L‘}].l”q_'[l_;_":_':_! toberts's
major arguments concerning the effect of political activity on wamen and
the possible effect of women 1 pon political Life:

[ believe that politics can be and will be something more han a
filthy pool in which depraved men love to wallow. It 1s a noble
science—the science of government ,1||.i it has a glurrruh uture
And I believe in a future for woman, commensurare with the pogress
thereby indicated. I do not believe that she was made merel’ for a

wile, a l'I!UT-TI-'L'l'. e | =_Lh|]l. and a houseke per l—h-_-a- Cd“!!‘l.‘..:'-. ]'.c“;_-nq

honorable—and no one doubts thar tl

ey are so—are not tle sum




of her capabilities. While | agree with all chat is true and beautiful
in the portrayals thar have been made of woman's domestic virtues
in the home sphere, and would be as loath as anyone to have her
lose that delicacy and refinement, that femininity which has been so
deservedly landed, I do not agree that chis would necessarily follow,
that she could not engage in politics and still retain those loveable

craits which we so much admire

Un Tih c:m'.r.Lr:., W imr::-. !'1..|||:1_t|'tl|1, the :: vaLing i|'..! -:'F:l':i_lbitl‘l'__‘
influence of women would “someday help to burn and purge away all chae
is base and unclean in politics,” The woman suffrage movement was in tune

with the march of human advancement

I'his great social upheaval, this woman's movement that is making
itself heard and felt, means something more than that certain women
are ambitious to vore and hold office. | regard it as one of the great
levers by which the Almighry is lifting up this fallen world, lifting

it nearer to the throne of its Creatos ¥

By the time che convention adjourned for a Sunday break, the same
arguments for and against woman suffrage, for and against holding fasr to
party platform pledges, and for and against submirting woman suffrage for
a separate vote had been repeared dozens of times. Weary of the oratory and
cogmizant of the cost of the convention, Utah County Democrar Edward

Partridge, Jr., remarked in hus diary

The whole day was taken up in discussion of the suffrage question.
Bishop O. F. Whitney in a very forcible speech of over an hour
demolished B. H. Roberts’ eftorts Thus che time is used to no
purpose and some $600 a day of the public money used up to no
I‘[Iri"il‘\t' I'I[Il', o _[_:T,I[if\' fhi' vanity of man.*
Although many delegates were beginning ro rire of the debare and o0
resent its cost in time and money, the suffrage discussions wore on into the
following week. By chis tume delegates who had had no intention of speaking
rose 1o put their positions on the record. The opponents of suffrage began to
concencrate their efforts on a new strategy

On Saturday, March 30, an editorial in the Opden Standard urged
delegates to forget their party platforms and extricate themselves from the

question by leaving it to the people to decide. This proved to be a tempting
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position to rake when pressures from outside the convention began to be felt
during the following week

On Monday, Apnil 1, a2 motion was made o submir the woman
sutfrage question to the voters as an 1ssue separate from the body of the new
constitution. This was discussed during the day but not acted upon, and it
was agreed thar the debate would close the following day wich a speech by
B. H. Roberts.

The prospect of hearing the summation of the debate by Roberts
ateracted crowds so great thar a move to the Salt Lake Theatre was briefly
considered. By B:00 A.M. the crowd started to gather; by 9:30 the entrance
was so tightly jammed thar the services of a squad of police were necessary
before members could take cheir seats. The Herald reported on April 3 thar

the hall and lobby, with every approach, was fairly packed and some very

prominent ladies even stood on the tables in the cloak room in order to sex
and hear.” Roberts held his audience for two hours, che Herald report sStated,
and hardly one scirred from the uncomforrable posirions in which che great
I!Il.l|lllll':,. of the lisreners had to stand or sit

Despite this dramatic appearance, in which Roberts offered lictle thar
he had not said before, the antisuffrage forces failed to pass the motion for
separate submission of a suffrage arcicle, Only 28 vores could be mustered for
separate submission—but chis was substantial enough to encourage suffrage
foes ourside the convention to increase their pressure. Public meetings in
Ogden on ,'\[11'1] 2, 3, and 5 culminated with a vore uf.u.; to 28 for separate
submission of an arricle on woman suffrage.*' The Salt Lake Chamber ol
Commerce went on record favoring separate submission.*

The delegates returned 1o the suffrage issue on Thursday, April 4, o
learn that petitions were being sent all over the territory to be signed by those
who wanted woman suffrage submitved as a separare arricle. Antisuffrage
delegares '.|I_;._'::-.J thar further consideration of the article be POSTP ned uncil
the people could be heard from. What harm could chere be in waiting
for the petitions to be circulated if the people favored the women's vote
overwhelmingly—as the suffragises claimed they did?

'llhff Nnext dﬂ}r a grr}”l'l [}l‘1|r[!||l|||t'[|r M- I\f'“rl[]l}” wWormen (_:;III,L' | iy []I'll_'”
meeting in the Opera House. Oddly enough, they suggested in a resolurtion
to the convention thar the new constitution provide for women w vore in
school elections and hold scheol district offices. However, they advised that
the question of granting further political rights to women be postponed
until a special election to be called by the first legislature. And they resolved

that women should be able ro vote in this election. They explained chat they

were not opposed to the vote for women as a matter of principle, bur they
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felt its inclusion under pressure in the state constitution might endanger
statehood

In an effort to see thar the non-Mormon women's meeting did not
produce a unammous vote against suffrage in the constitution, Mormon
suffrage supporters also attended the meeting, Mary A. Freeze notes 1n her
|.|.i4LI"| r|1L|| \'||n;' Wiy ﬂ\l‘\('li L8] .ilTL'I]i{ []'1[' meeting, even Iihlll;_‘,h -1|=It' |I.lt| [ ITIESS

a session of the Mormon General Conference

At noon | learned that it was desired thar a lot of the sisters should
go down to the Opera House and attend an Anti-suffrage Mass
Meeting, so | wene there instead of Conterence, much against my

natural inclinations, but soon learned that it was necessary ¥

I'he same afternoon, Varian moved that the suffrage article be sent back
o commuttee with instructions o frame an article ]-I1-\I-|.I4"-_:.' Ior a separare
vote of the people on the -.!Elt‘:l;l‘.-l’!UE-'Wu!r!.II'l suffrage. A substantial number of
L{{'!{I;_:_ﬂl:"-\ 4 2—voted for the motion, showing thar the separare submission
forces were gaining serengeh. Bur there still were not enough votes for the
motion to carry. A few minutes larer the equal suffrage section was passed by
a vore of 75 to 14, with 12 absent and § excused fram voting, mose of them
on the grounds that they were in favor of woman suffrage bur against having
it put in the constitution

Despite the fact that woman suffrage was now a part of the main article

on elections and sulirage o be voted on later, the controversy was not over

The Mormon church's General Conference was being held on .‘\_:'\.':i s 6. and

for rwo days because of the Arbor Day

7. andd the convennon

ously avoided by conlerence speakers,

holiday, Alchough the ECT 'Was st
the church leadership was very much aware of the issue. Church President
Wiltord Woodruft noted in his ;L-!]_‘fn.jl on .jl|'T|| 2 that he was “visited i:r} a
Company of Sisters upon Womans Suffrage” [1¢].9 He did not disclose what
they said to him or what he said to them, On April 4 at a meeting of che First
Presidency and the apostles, John Henry Smith, an apostle and president of
the convention, said thar all the Gentiles in the constitutional convention
were united in their opposition to the suffrage srovision, and many Mormons
were also opposed to it. According ro Apostle Abraham H. Cannon’s account
of the meeting, President Woodruff said he fesred the constitution would be
defeated if woman suffrage was not 2 part of it, and he said he had advised
B_ H Htrl-fl’"-. not [0 Oppose it _Il':%-t_"_{'h- I Smuth, a counselor in {!".{- Fi.’:-[
Presidency, spoke in favor of including it in the constitution, as did several

orhers. Geor l‘.‘) Lannon, amn [E';l_'—r counselor aid a former té rritorial df]f_‘_.—:-]ft’
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to Congress, urged thar the suffrage question wait rather than threaten the

achievement of starehood:

I believe we can better wait for a time to get Suffrage for the women,
than to force the matter now, and thus array against us the opposition
of the Gentiles. It gives the opponents of Statehood the opportuniry
to work strongly against the Constitution. Things which are righe
in themselves it is not always wise to attempt, . . .

Since there was no unity of opinion of the subject, the marcer was left for the
members to do as they desired, Abraham Cannon reported.*® It is obvious
that there was little the churck leadership could have done withourt arousing
tears of church interference in the affairs of stare

On Monday, April 8, a large number of petitions asking for separate
submission of the woman suffrage section arrived ar the convention. Never
thele 55, TI'It enrire &F'L'I('!t' contaming the woman ".L]I'!.!',j."_'" SeCT10N was I1,|.\“-..1
witha vote of 75 for, 16 against, 1 3 absent and 2 paired. Bur it was agreed that
the arricle could be recalled for further consideration lacer if a simple major-
ity, rather than the two-thirds majoricy usually required for reconsideration,
should desire to do so.47

At this p(}inr the dfh‘g.ll{'u were faced with che face thar their $30,000

appropriation was rapidly ranning out, and they needed to move on to other
subjects. It was one thing to spend time listening to overblown oratory in
the early days of the conventicn; it was quite another to face the prospect of
working on into the sammer without their Il'\l][-ti(‘l”‘]’-,l-;'t,j,:\. salary

Although the issue seemed settled, the petitions calling for separate
submission of the woman suffrage section continued o pour into the
convention from all corners of the territory. Recognizing the need for a
counterforce against this cide, the well-organized ﬁuffr_]gﬁ[w; SWUME neo
action with their own petitions calling for equal policical rights to be |
embedded in the constitution. ™ The petition game was one thar both sides
could [\l.lﬁ-‘.

On April 18 a motion to reconsider the suffrage and election article
wus offered by Varian. After a brief flurry of debare centering on fears for
passage of the constitution by the people, the motion was lost on a vote of
32 for, 69 against, 3 absent, and 2 paired* The petitions obviously had
helped to keep the opposition alive, but the supporrers of polirical equality
generally had held firm chroughoue the controversy. Lhe Tribaume, which had
kept up a steady opposition to woman suffrage, reported on April 19 that

the tally on petitions as of April 18 stood at 15,366 signarures for separate
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submission and 24,801 signarures for including the vote for women in the

> Trebune and the Ogden Standard, which had

constitution. Ultimately both ¢!
favored sepanite submission, urged Urahns o “gracefully accept”™ the new
consttunon,’

Although the long-sought prize was now nearly within their grasp,
the woman suffragists were warned in October by Woman's Expoment editor

Emmeline B. Wells to keep on working hard for passage of the constitution.

She urged women to see that no vore was lost because of neglect or indifference
and to remember that "one vote more or less might turn cthe scale for or
against A

After the election on November 5, 1805, it was clear thar there had
been opposition to the constitution in some parts of the stare, for nearly one-
fiteh of the voters had '.'[';‘H\{'n_‘: IES .;._"--E'T:J.:r- I'he largest periencagc i-!. the

‘no” vores came from Weber r Lake, Summit, and other counties where

there was a substantial non-Mommon vot On the other hand,

four-hfths of the voters—all male—apparently had found it possible to

1 1 1 " = ¥
the new constitution wich [irtll‘.l:..i: equality noat -:|t'~|nlf' the threats to their

happy homes and the fear of adding Utah to the small list of "freak” stares.?
[11

It seems strange that a proposal which started our with the strong support
ot a majonity ol delegates could have generated so much heat and consumed

so much time. It is one of the cheses of this paper that much of the a

over woman suftrage had lictle to do with the issue ol women’s ::‘A'Jl.iii_

onflices of ¢

rnights. The Mormon-Genrile po

yosedly lorgoooen in the st r statehood, were lying just D

surface. The tear of domination he Mormon majoricy was a real one to the
non-Mormons in the convention. These fears probably had to be aired, and
this was one of che issues to which che T.t'-il' of Mormon domination 1‘-L"L 4me
attached, There was also a deep concern thar statehood, which seemed so
neat, might once again slip away if the convention produced a document
that displeased Congress or President Cleveland, The memaories of several
past consticutional conventions which had failed to bring starehood were still
fresh in many minds. These fears, rogether with the excitement produced by
a chanismaric orator, were enough to keep the question alive for such a long
period of time. Alchough the oratory made good newspaper copy, and makes
interesting reading even today, it probably did not change many vores. It

and give everyone a chance

simply took tume to air the question thoroug

to be heard
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After reading through 0 many pages of debate and knowirg thar in
the end nothing was changed. it 15 tempting to view thas entire stnggle as a
sham battle, staged for political glory by ambitious polincians. Cne would

have to impugn the in

grity of B, H, Roberts, among others, to -each this
conclusion. The author believes that Roberts was sincere in his wtions, as
were the others who worked so hard o keep the suffrage article sut of the
constitution. For his efforts Roberts earned the ill-concealed scorn of many ol
his colleagues in the convention, was bitterly assailed and urged wresign by
members of his own party in Davis County, became estranged fron the top
church leadership, and gained the hearty disapproval of many futue women
voters. The bartle was real to Roberrs and to the oucnumbered mirority who
OpPOst d woman sur'i'r.c_u(- for various reasons

I'he one strategy that might have kept the woman suffrage sction out

of the constitution was the movement to submirt it for a separare rote. This

|-71'F'-'\.|| :-rr:-.’-.-‘l a rempung haven to those who L al!".'ﬂ”.‘.i!l!.‘l.l. tothe cause
of woman suffrage bur did ncr want to risk the rejection of the corstitution
It was a kind of “half-way house” for those who wanted to leep their
party platform pledges but who were concerned about che flood of petitions
indicating strong opposition to putting equal nghts 10 the costitution
hl.ll‘l"l!l'“'r‘{ Cli.&-(—'f1i1rﬂ|l' l1|||.II'|'||‘\'.\|I L |I||J|| |H'|}.'.|ll'. Wit h s0me I“l'..:i.l. ol |Ii|.' 1f WO
sutfrage were so clearly preferred by the people they would cerrainy vote tor
it separately. Those who wanted it nailed down in the constitution generally
replied that all the bad elements in the stare—saloon keepers, gamblers,
prosututes, .I.ﬂ-;] [hz" Il]\t waollld use their @ \Ii ﬂ‘lrrT:L'!, [0 SWay |1l.' election
and keep the purifying influence of women out of poliies. ™ Moeover, the
Democrats were continually reminded that their platform had pomised o
pur woman suffrage in the constitution—not ro shift the queston 1o the
voters. The strength of this appeal for a separate vote can be seer on April
4 when forty-two delegates tried to send the suffrage section bick to the
committee for TEWrIting 1neo a scparate arvicle When Casting tieir vores,
many affirmed their devotion to woman suffrage but argued tha no harm
would be done by a separate vote,

Given more time ro raise doubts, the minoricy probably could have won
a few more converts to the separate submission proposal. But the onvention
was tired of the subject; the appropriation was rapidly running our there was
a strong core of suffrage supporters who wanred the issue decidel withour
further delay. By the time the subject came up for reconsidention, the
dele Eales wWere in no mood Inn|~r T aEaIn Sud han t'J’Hl:!|f_'r1l-n']t'lu;fh1 sSUe. S0t

seems thar the real bartle was over s parare submuission. This strare jy oftered a

ground of compromise that isalways tcempting to politicians who db not want
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to displease anyone and who are usually happy to shift emorional issues ro the
voters for decision. However, even on this 1ssue, the sulfrage supporters won.
Why did women hnd a place in the constirution in 18957 There are
several reasons. Firse, although the vote for women was something of a radical
proposal ac the time—since only two states then granted full suffrage
it was not identifiedd wich radicals in Utah, There was no militancy; chere
were no public spectacles. The suffragists concentrated on winning equal
political rights and did not espouse other controversial reform measures that
might have alienated their supporters. The women supporting suffrage were
predominantly from the respeceable Mormon establishment, women who
were wives and daughters of church leaders. Among them were Zina D, H

ane S. Richards, wife of Apostle Franklin

Young, a wile of Brigham Young
D. Richards; Dr. Martha Huy
Margaret Caine, wife of Delep

es Cannon, a wife of Angus M. Cannon;
e to Congress John T. Caine; Susa 1'I'-E_"'-I:'i‘;"

t Jowrnal: and, of course, the treless editor

l-!.:h“\_ editor of [hf I!‘.'u'-J'.'. W £ o
of the Woman's Exponent, a wife of Damel H. Wells, Emmeline B. Wells.

il

These women were prominent in the Young Ladies Murtual Improvement
Association or in the Relief Society and frequently promoted suffrage through
the Reliet Sociery,

The suffrage movement leaders had enjoyed the suppore of the church's
First Presidency in attending national meetrings for many years, ostensibly to
show the women of the rest of the nation that they were not ignorant, down-
trodden victims of a peculiar marriage system. Apostles openly promoted
suffrage in the early 18gos

Support from the top, however, was not enough. The woman suffrage

leaders had carried their educarional efforts throughour the

chere was no question that thev had L_!:_'\'Li”i,":'ll: broad Support A movement
so widespread, so completely dominated by the “respectable”™ women of che
territory, could hardly be laughed off as the pet cause of a few radicals.

A second reason may be found in the fact that woman suffrage had
already been tried in Urah for seventeen years and che terricory had survived
the experience. So the new state would not be raking a plunge into the
unknown. As a Herald writer asked rhetorically at the height of the suffrage
debate: “Where are its terrible consequences? Where is the degradation of
women as its effect? Where are the discordant and wifeless and motherless
homes as the resule?™

A third reason lay in the careful cultivation of grass-roots, |"5ll—".1rti.‘;-lll
support throughout the territory. As a result, the women were able to obraina
munumal commitment Tr-1]u-¢..';..h‘ftl!-i-\'_in.i.| polmical nghts in party pi.tti-lJ'Tnn.

a commitment thar some delegares felt unhappy abour bue still felr obliged




“.J’;‘J‘."‘t __,f..-.ﬂ' £ H,f.‘lj'l i

to keep. Those who wanted 10 cast plattorm promises aside were charged
wWith a lac P lrII hl'_'l']u[ .':rJ'_i with cre aling a lovw :.;,'H‘u;t:.'] :_-T- F‘Hii:’ll IAls AMmMong
citizens who had elecred them on those i‘|.|r|||TI"I'1\ Thas TD:‘I'_I'\-i'II to kave been
an important part of the preconvention strategy of the suffragists ard a result
of their excellent groundwork in the years before 1895. The value of these
plattorm commitments may be seen in the statements of two of thestrongest
non-Mormon members of the convention, former U.S. atrorney Virnian and

Tribune editor Goodwin, on March 20, that they were against putting suffrage

in the constirucion bur fe

t bound to keep faith with the people who had
expressed cheir will in the party platforms

A fourth reason why women won their fight in the 1895 cnvention
was because they had a solid core of supporters in the convention—sipporters
who parried che orarorical chrusts, who made sure they were not oumwitted in
parliamentary maneuvering, and who stood fast when the compronise move
tor s jirare \LIi:*l'I'!E'):iOT': threatened o ) pOSTpOnt the achievement of nieir aims
Anyone who has ever lobbied a bill through a legislature knows har chere
are supporters who will vote ‘or your cause when there is little controversy
over it and there are supporters who will pur up a real fiight for vour bill,
using their influence to conviace others and holding firm to the erd.

Most people today who know anything abour che womar suffrage
fight in the conscitucional convention recall only that B. H. Robens led che
oratorical fight against it. A few may recall that Orson E Whitwey midd
a stirring speech in reburtal. But few know of the many men wio fought
the wearving fight day after day, the men who firmly believed thit women
had rights that should be clearly CXPress dl 1in the new state constutition, the
men who had faich that puting women in the constitution did ot mean
driving them out of the home. Among the strongest of these wa the son
of one prominent suffragist and husband of another, Franklin S. Richards
Permit me to close with juse cne more bit of convention oratory, a jaragraph
from a speech made by Richaerds on April 1, 1895, when many fared that
the inclusion of woman suffrege in the constitution might mean he loss of

SUate |I[HH],’

S0 1 say that if the price of statehood is the disfranchisementof one
half of the people; if our wives, and mothers, and daughters are to
be accounted either unworthy or incapacitated ro exercise therights
and privileges of citizenship, then, however precious the boin may
be, it is not worth the price demanded, and 1 am content o share
with them the disabilities of rerritorial vassalage nill the tine shall

come, as it will come ir the providence of God, when all ca stand
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side on the broad plattorm ol human I'.||j,||||'1l,_ of -_'iiu_il rl:l_jhfx. and

L-l.'rl.l.li Capacity
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Mary A. Freeze re
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Resules of the 1895 election are found in Utah Commussion, Minute Book G,

113, Urah Stare Archives, Scare 1_Ll'¢'|.l..\_\;[1_.1.’;{' Caty. Out of a total vote of
18 002, the “ves” votes numbered 11,305 and the “no”™ vores 7,687
Susan B, Anthony reported in May 1895 that only cwo stares, Wyoming and

Colorado, granted full political equality to women, while one state permirred

them to vore in municipa. elections 25 permitted them o vote in school
elecuions. Wom Expreree

b '.J-e'1-h of Lorin Farr, Proceedgs, 1:701

23 (May 1%, 1895), 268.

F. ]. Kiesel acknowledged the role of che I-\CJ‘..':-._‘HH'_}I:'[} during a convention

debare: “1 admit thar chere 13 a society existing in Umh—a very estimable body

of ladies—che Female Relief Society, an adjunce of the Church of Jesus Christ

ol Latter-day Saints, and those are the ladies that have wor

1p sentiment,
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while on the ather side there is a large body of ladies thar do not want, and
are not in favor of, woman s sutfrage f ['r.'.:rr-.l"n!'.;‘. 127 %4

For example see speech of Apostle Franklin D Richards on March 19, 18951,
Kate
B. Carter, comp., 12 vols. (Salt Lake City, 1939-51), 5:311 This article traces

n_*pur:ud in “Woman Suffrage in the West,” in Heart Throbs of the West,
the history of Utah's suffrage fight, including the relationships berween the
cerritorial and national suffrage organizations and the role of the Relief Sociery
in organizing suffrage association chaprers in Urah Sec especially 29194,
200301, and 310-14

April 7, 1895

Proceedmgi, 1:444
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Mormon Women and Partisan Politics, 1890—1900

CAROL CORNWALL MADSEN

U[L{h}. |r1||_1: \‘"“,".,i'.l' to become che forry-tirch scace in the Union featured
conflict, concession, and eventual conciliation, a process which has
been characterized as "the Americanization of Urah."' Objection to Utah's
entry focused on the Mormon political hegemony, inherent in the numerical
dominance of Mormons in the territory, and the more sensacional Mormon
practice of plural marriage. The resolution of both of these controversial
:ﬂ':[‘.ldl[nr_lﬂ*-. to statehood bore heavily on the |-|:||II\ al ii'_’a.'-*':. and social

status of women in the future state. The Woodrutt Manitesto of 1890, which

disestablished 'l iral marpage asareligi LS praci t'.-II‘r[li'-r"i:.'i.lr.t—!': family and
social order of its adherents and recuire d exrens:ve legal and social adj
their children extending well into chis
I I two-party political system
ol unity, also aleered thi
new conhgurations of political an !
d Gentile women, as well as among men
Mormon) women had lomg been antagonistic toward
First published in Davis Bitron and Maureen Ursenbach Beecher, eds., New Views

w History: Exsayi in Homor of Loonard |. Arvingaon (Sale Lake Cicy: University of

W arma

Utah Press, 1987), 211-41. Reprinted by permission




10 Battle for the B,

Mormon women over the issue of polygamy, and passage of a woman suffrage

hill by the Utah legislature in 1870 only exacerbated

e discord.? 1t was clear

to Gentiles in Utah that contrary to the supposition of easterners, Mormon
women would not use their new voting power to eliminare polygamy. Rather,
local non-Mormons regarded this extension of political power as a means of
sustaining Mormaon religious comination and thus perperuacing the practice
of plural marriage. To counter this situation, Genrile women organized
the Anti-Polygamy Society in 1878, which sought local and federal means
to eradicate polygamy, beginning with the disfranchisement of Mormon
women, even at the expense of losing their own political rights.

The first major legal challenge to the stature occurred in 1880 when
members of the Genule Liberal party hled suir for 2 wonr of mandamus
compelling the voring registrar in Sale Lake County to strike from the
registration list the names of all women. Their challenge was based on the
claim that the law granting the vote o women was disctiminatory because
the 1850 starute on elections provided that only men who were taxpayers
could vote while the 1870 law extending the vote to women contained
no such requirement. The writ of mandamus was denied and in a test
case the following year the court found the raxpayer distincrion neither
illegal nor unconstitutional but againse the "I'r|'||||,'}-' of the law" and ordered
it struck from the stature.? Several other unsuccessful local atcemprs to
disfranchise women followed. When local efforts failed, the Anti-Polygamy
Society enlisted the help of milicant Protestant reform women who were
equally anxious to abolish polygamy, which they considered an affront to
Christian womanhood. In October 1884, more than two hundred and hity
thousand signarures were gathered trom all over the country memonalizing
Congress to withdraw the vote from the women of Uah. Whatever their own
antipathy to polygamy, eastern suffragists deplored this move to disfranchiss
such a large body of votuing women and did not join in the anri-polygamy
MOVEments

Congressional approval of the Edmunds Bill in 1882, which distran-
chised all polygamises, reflected the growing national concern over affairs in
Urih, W hile not solely responsible for passage of the Edmunds Bill, the Anti
Polygamy Sociery had been instrumental in creating enough agitation and
public sympathy to its cause to require some kind of congressional response
More stringent anti-polygamy legislarion was proposed thereafter, most of
which included the disfranchisement of all Urah women, and in March 1886,
responding to the latest congressional proposals, Mormon women held a mass
rally in Salt Lake City to protest the imprisonment of polygamists, removal

of che |t':_'_.\i IMMuUney :-T.i‘]l;l.l{ WIVES [0 sty againsr their husbands, .lll-i



the p

ror of the Mormon woman's newspaper, the Woman't Exponent

B ['."-'L:lln'rn carried a memonal to ':--'\!'li;f:-\k sol i IEIng reconsiderarion -_'u':llf';t'
Mormon question. A more convincing voice was heard, however, that of Angie
;\it wiman of | |!ili=i|'-, .\L"'I‘.!\LJ.}. a L\IL'1hi'Jlj|~] social relormer ‘L\hu |‘1;.'|d Il.']]'."lt':u.!
the cause of the anti-polygamists. She carried her own memaorial 11-(_.i-ngt‘f‘a"\,
endorsed by organizations representing three hundred thousand women. Pas-
sage of the Edmunds-Tucker Bill the following year, which disfranchised all
Urah women, vindicated her effores.” Wich a diminished Mormon electorare,

the non-Mormon Liberal party began winning local elections for the first

ome
In the meantime, Mormon women were gaining ;--:l:[l- al eXperience by

erving as members of the central commuttee of the Mormon Peoples party

and as delegates to the 1882 and 1887 constitutional conventions. Some of

these women, Emmeline B. Wells, Emily §. Richards, lsabella M. Home,
and Sarah M h:l=|i'.||.|:_ lAter !"!:':!u'l'ii _\|_<_'I||III ant roles 1n :1.||\E.. I"{'iuklr s until
aftrer starchood was achieved in :.\;}l‘"-_

With a view roward evenrual starehood, Mormon suffragists made
plans, with the encouragement of church leaders, ro organize suffrage
dssOC1ations rlllllll_l.:lllilll' lht' 1l'i‘ril'11r)'." f‘ I'I'I'I.'|||||||'||I|"‘|' |l||.'1‘[|-|'||L_'| Was ]Injﬂi
early in January 1889, atrended by several church authorities and the
general presidency of the Relief Society, Zina D. H. Young, Jane Richards
and Bathsheba Smirh, the two general secretaries, Saruh M Kimball and

Emmeline B. Wells, and board member Emily S. Richards. An organizing

meeting wias scheduled tor the O g werk . President \'\.ani."_!!f E!_';'_*!".

tend rhe annual National American Wo

appointed Emily S, Richards toa

later that month since she was posted 10

Suftrage AssoCiation

CONVENRLor

these marters and had previously reported the labors of the Ladies of chis
Territory at Washingron.” An effort to enlist the support of Gentile women
proved ineftectual when Wells and Richards called on Jennie Froiseth,
author of the anti-polygamy volume, Women of Mormongim, and also first vice-
president of the National American Woman Suffrage Association for Urah.
Not surprisingly, she refused to assist and the work of organization was left
almose exclusively o Mormon women.?

At the organizing meecing, Margarer N, Caine, wife of Urah’s con-
gressional delegate, John T. Caine, was elected presidenc. Most of the
major aofhcers were monogamous Mormons in an effort to avoad assoCianing

with polygamy. Several Genrtile sulfragises

the nascent trunchise mu
joined the association: Corinne Allen, wife of C. E. Allen, who became Urah's

hirse congressman; Emma J. McVicker, coworker of Emmeline Wells in the
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rerritorial kindergarten association; Isabella E. Bennett, wife of Judge Charles
W. Bennett and member of the ternitonal silk commictee; and Mrs. Lillie
R. Pardee, a prominent Utah educator.'” Seventeen county associations were
organized thar same year. Terrirorial conventions were to be held annually
in Sale Lake City. The next year, 1890, veteran suffragist Sarah M. Kimball
was elecred president with Emmeline B. Wells, who would ascend o the
presidency in 1893, as vice-president

Meanwhile, Urah demonscrated irs willingness to concede to public
demand in its sixth artempt at starehood, following the Edmunds-Tucker Act
in 1887. The proposed constitution included sections prohibiting polygamy,
rescricting suffrage to male citizens, and insuring political separation of
church and stare. lts failure to receive a favorable hearing 1n Congress, even
with these provisions, coupled with the punitive measure of the Edmunds-
Tucker Act, led inevitably to the more dramatic conciliatory gesture by che
church, the Woodruff Manifesto of 1890, advising Church members to abide
by the law of the land. This major religious capitulacion, followed by the
termination of Urah's local political parties, opened the way o srarehood.

Efforts to dissolve the People's party and realign church members with
the national political parties began early in 1891,"" Throughout this early
transformation period, the major thrust of church counsel was directed not
toward political doctrine but toward numerical balance of the parties. It was
essent |<|.| o creare P“EH wcal \._\'f'lll']'l!"l'?" imn [ll[' néw state, not l'jrli'_\-' O reassure
“””'I\"”f“l“ll.\ l"l” Ly meer Th.' F‘lli“ I .I.] |n}|‘n{.':‘4‘l!|\r'q_'5 Uf ‘f.l_'[_'lll'ii'l'u ‘}[.Hﬂ_'htlui

Since virtually all repressive miecasures against the church had been initiated
by Republicans, beginning with their 1856 vow to obliterate che “twin relics
of barbarism”"—slavery and polygamy, Mormon symparhy had largely been
with the Democratic party. Southern Democrats, remembering their own
experience with Republican-directed reconstruction, had empathized wich
what they saw as a parallel infr-ngement on state and rernirorial righes during
the anti-polygamy “raids” of the 1880s. Southern congressional Democrats
had thus resisted some of the more seringent legislation proposed against
the Mormons. However, when Urah's arrtempt at starehood failed during
Grover Cleveland's firse admicistration, the first Democratic administration
since pre-Civil War days, there was a natural disillusionment among many
Mormons.'* In the meantime, an active campaign by the Republicans to win
favor with Utahns by promusing support for their starehood efforts, a gesture
successful in bnnging in several other rerritonies under the Republican
banner, bore fruir when President Woodruff, Counselor Joseph E. Smuth,
and several apostles privately affirmed their Republican preference. Because

of the predominant Mormon allegiance ro the Democratic party, those who
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espoused Republicanism were urged by church leaders to solicit converts to
their parry."?

By May 1891 both Democrats and Republicans had effected organiza-
tions in Salt Lake City, and in June the People’s party formally disbanded.*
A large faction of the Gentile Liberal party, supported by the Salr Lake Tri-
bunme, continued as a third party, unable to accepr the "good faith” of the
Mormons. It finally disbanded in 1893 after a heavy election defeat, many of
irs members moving into the Republican party. The Tribume followed them
into the Republican camp.

The new political divisions among a heretofore politically united Mor-
mon electorate created “considerable feeling and some pettiness,” Emmeline
B. Wells observed. L. John Nutrall, secretary to the First Presidency of the
church, nored the anxiety felt by many: "I fear the results of these measures
of uniting on party lines as some of our people will carry their party feelings
into their church membership.”'?

These new alignments, which teamed Mormons and Gentiles in the
same political parties, created an ambiguous furure for woman suffrage.
“Which party will recognize women?” Emmeline B. Wells quenied in a
Woman's Exponent editorial in June 1891. Perhaps neither, she feared, for
“wherever suffrage for woman is spoken of in public gatherings,” she wrote,
“there are only a few who dare speak for Urah upon chis question.”'" It was still
too soon to determine which if either party would favor the vote for women
or whether woman suffrage would be expedient or even possible for Utah. "It
does not yet appear to be the nume of women’s choosing in political 1ssues,”
Wells wrote, “until further developments of d.ficult questions now pending
are made in this Territory.”"” Women's exclusion from a federal amnesty act in
July 1893, restoring the vote to disfranchised male polygamists, intensified
her resolve to regain the vote for women with statehood,

At this time, most women had not publicly declared a party preference,
keeping woman suffrage a bipartisan issue, as they had been advised by
national suffrage leaders. Moreover, most women, like Ruth May Fox, whao
later became an active Republican, preferred to do “further study of che
parties” to determine their choice.”® At a meeung of the Utah Women's Press
Club to which many Mormon suffragists belonged, President Emmeline
Wells, anticipating the divisive influence of partisan politics, set the limits
of political expression. “These meetings,” she said, “are simply for literary
improvement and devored to the press and similar things, and not for the
discussion of religion or politics as we can secure these things in other places.
No subject should be presented here upon which we are likely to conflict or
thar will create unpleasantness.™ "
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Occasional infractions ocourred, however. Shortly before theratification
election of 1895 Ruth May Fox, giving a paper on current politial affairs to
the Reaper’s Club, another popular literary association, criticized s statement
of prominent Democratic Judge Orlando Powers. She “immedarely wich-
drew ir,” as the club was "divided in politics and some of che lades chought
we should rake no note of it on thar account.” At the nexr mesing, how-
ever, 4 Democratic member of the club found opportunity to ddend Judge
Powers, before she was presumably silenced also*®

The surface unity of the suffrage association, like other women's groups,
also rippled with waves of dissension creared by a growing acknovledgement
ol basic political differences and individual ambitions. A predicable rivalry
developed early berween Ellen Ferguson, able president of the influential
Salt Lake County Suffrage Association, and Emmeline Wells, yresident of
the territorial association. Wells unsuccessfully sought o block Ferguson's
nomination for chairman of the organizational meeting of thr Salt Lake
County Suffrage Association, preferring Ruth May Fox to have thrposition.
Marshalling the force of her county organization, Ferguson realiated by
drafting a lecrer objecting to unfair treatment by the rerriconalofficers and
questioning the legality of the recent territorial elections tha had given
Wells a second term as president, The effort failed, but among aher names,
the lecter carried che concurring signature of Emily §. Richards, Wells's vice-
president.** Though these three women had not yer publicly annainced their
party preferences, their political rivalries were already generacing differences
within the otherwise unified suffrage effort. The political conese berween
Emmeline Wells and Emily Richards intensified in che followng months
when these two capable leaders chose opposing political parties

Concerned abour a movement within the suffrage ranks ‘o establish
independent women’s political leagues, President Wells warnd Mary A
White, president of the Beaver County Suffrage Association, ibour these
‘unwise women who would push the Association w the exreme and
antagonize all che men in the country,” Referring to three or foirr unnamed
women who were “trying to form a League—and go ahead aid have said
to me they would write to the County Associations and get tiem to join
in this League,” she advised White not to ally herself with etler political
party, though there were many suffragists who were beginning to do so.
These are “smarr women,” sh* wrote, "who are very .,]ungr:-rnu-i it have w
be guided if chey will submir, and if not then one must be on tie watch for
breakers.™* Throughout the lztter her major fear was of those wimen whose
zeal and aggressiveness might jeopardize five years of careful spdework for
the restoration of the ballot to women. Confident 1n the men wio controlled
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the political future of the women in the state, she wrote, °1 rather trust men
than distrast them by far maost of our le¢ J-!Fl._l: brethren | believe thank
the woman element in politics at this present crisis will be a savrng power
Nevertheless, the letter conveyed an apprebension as she suggested strategies
in case of detear

Despite internal squabbles, the diligent efforts of the suffragises re-
sulted in the inclusion of woman suffrage in both party’s platforms, though
not all of the individual delegates were enthusiastic.* Enough declared cheir
support that on the eve of the construtional convention in March 1895, the
suffragists, the press, and the general public acknowledged confidence thar
woman sulfrage would be part of the new stare constitution.”® Favorable re-
ports from the governors of Colorado and Wyoming of its effectiveness in
their states reassured many doubters.?

A warning note irom Susan B. Anthony, which ac -||I|[\.Ll!:t'-! her letter
of congratulations on :r‘.lF"-'.'ﬂ\.!l."ii_: starchood, proved o be nmely: "1 am sur
that you, my dear sisters, who have not only tasted the sweets of liberty, bur
also the bt roess, the hurmiliation HT-Iht' loss of che blessed sy mbol, will nor
allow the organic law of your state to be framed on the barbarism that makes
women the political slaves of men. . . . Demand justice now, Once ignored
in your constitution you'll be as powerless to secure recognition as are we in
the older states, And more, the men L}f}'nnr convention should nor allow che
question to be separately vored upon, either.””” These became the very issues
on which the sutfragists would wage their unexpected battle for the vore in
the weeks ahead

Soon after the convention began, the termrorial and several county suf-

frage associutions submitted memorials. Their mather perfuncrory reception

oy the delegates seemed to venify the genernil conhdence in the measure’s
passing. Thus Democratic delegate B. H. Roberts’s unexpected challenge
caught both delegates and suffragists off guard and prolonged what had been
thought to be a “rubber-stamp”™ measure into a two-week debare ™ Arguing
thar a suffrage clause mighe jeopardize congressional approval of the consti-
tution, Roberts ignored the incent of the Democratic platform on which he
tan, garnering widespread disapproval from many of his constituents. He was
countered in the convention not only b}' those Republicans who, regardless
of their private convictions, held firmly to cheir party pladform, but also by
tellow Democrats Orson F. Whitney and Franklin §. Richards, whose per-
suasive oratory was equal to his.*™ Bur Robests managed ro create doubts
abour the advisabiliry of including woman suffrage in the constitunion, and
a proposal to submit che articles on woman suffrage separately to the voters

in November was made 1n the convention, as Susan B, Anthony had antici-
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pated. Two informal straw polls indicating a majority of women against equal

suffrage added momentum to a Salt Labe Tribune campaign to urge separate
submission of the woman suftrage section.’

On 2 Aprt|_;1 maass palit al meering was held in (:]_-._:L!En thar concluded

with a TL'tUFT}m{'ﬂ(].}l“[ITl tor seperare \lll'll'I\l'\";IHH J.lh':l a L'.'L] tor perinons

favoring it, Three days later a similar meeting, called by Gentile women for

“those who do not hold suffrage above statehood” was held in the Grand
Opera House in Sale Lake City, Several LDS women were called our of
the generil church conference to observe the proceedings.®’ A resolution
i I.I\'l!r {Jt- !\t'p'.ll"cltf' ‘_'\lllﬁl'['l.l'.\fmlf'“ Wis ||r.|w|1 I.IP .Mul i.IIL:'I‘f-'Li h!..' rwency-nine
women, many of them suffragists such as Jennie Froiseth. (".:‘.-n*«|'num|\-|'.'
absent were the names of Gentile members of the Uah Woman Suffrage
Association, Corinne Allen, Emma McVicker, Isabella Bennetr, Lillie Pardee,
and Margarer Salisbury.** While both parties were split over this measure,
sutfragists were more visibly divided along the old Mormon-Gentile lines

At the request of Emmeline Wells, Relief Society President Zina Young
turned the morniang session of the general Relief Sn-:'if—t} conference to a
consideration of the separate submission proposal. Boch Emmeline Wells and
Emily Richards spoke. To Emily Richards's request for a scanding vore of those
i I]I'!I'H]"g]t 10T T & 3(‘]}&[]'}[(!_' I\ |'l]||i J\;Il, l]l{' Cnere cor I.L{[{'g'dti!’_lll ol Woimen i |]|['
assembly hall stood.?* Armed with this support Mormon women mobilized
to counter the growing tide of separate submission sympathy. ™ On 5 April
the Utah Women's Press Club abandoned its planned program in order to
talk abour suffrage and vored to aid the cause by circularing petitions against
separate submission. County suffrage associations joined in the effore.*

In the midst of the deluge of petitions both for and against separace
submission, the proposed section on woman suffrage was suddenly called up
for vote in the convention and passed with a large majority.* According to a
T'ribune report, the petitions ultimately tallied 15,366 signatures for separate
submission and 24,801 signatures for inclusion of woman suffrage in the
constitution.?” Both the delegates and the people had given their endorsement
to the principle of equal suffrage, With racification of the consticution, the
women of Utah would once again be vorers,

The success of the suffragists infused the Rocky Mountain Woman
Suffrage Convenrtion, held in Salt Lake City just a few days afrer the close of
the constitutional convenrion in May, with jubilance. The presence of Susan
B. Anthony and the Reverend Anna Shaw heighrened the joy of success. But
the consritutional convention proved to be only a preamble to the political
attention women would continue o engender in the following months

It began with a proposition submitted by convention delegate Franklin $
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Richards to allow women ro vote in the November ratihcation election. It was
defeated in the convention, bur the issue had already been addressed by the
papers in several articles thar reviewed the legality of women exercising their
newly acquired franchise before statehood. The controversy cente red on the
legal interpretation of an ambiguous phrase in the | nabling Act providing
that “the '|'|l.|]|flt'|| voters of said j‘!i']‘l'.‘-t"i state” should vote in November for
or against the constitution. While the act seemed to be clear that only males
could vote on the constitution, there seemed to be a legal possibilicy that
WO ( 11|||-! at least vore tor che new state othoers l’]'llllui]h wene Lll‘-i(]n'\i
on che intent of the Enabling Act regarding women."”

Recognizing the political potential of a female electorate in this
important election, the Democrats issued a formal call to women to join cheir
party. Their invitation was appealing: “The party now leads out in welcoming
the women of Utah into their political organizations as full members, encicled
to a voice in choosing di ||'\;_‘.1[:;- to the countcy and 1 rritorial conventions,
and also to act as delegares themselves Whether they can vore or not in
_\-rr\r'nﬂ:: I, rhev have an interest in the choice of the proper persons Fl!l!'x}l-l'-:'.r'
in the new starte

The prapriety of publicly affiliating with the political parcies became
a topic of much concern to both the leading sisters and church leaders, Early
in the morning of 15 June, Relief Society general president Zina Young
visited her counselor Jane Richards and her husband at the home of Franklin
S. and Emily Richards, Jane's son and daughter-in-law. Democrat Franklin
S “'KF‘I'““*"! to them the party’s plan to have women join with men in the
}Hl!i[lr_.ll soCieties, caucuses, and conventions and ro become involved with

the party on the precinct, city, county, and territorial levels. The Democrats

\L',t;][guf women to be part of the nominating process as well as to vore in
the election. Later thate day che chree women attended the quarrerly woman's
conference of the Sale Lake Stake where discussion ce nrered on S5(Cps O be
taken roward dividing on party lines. At the conference, Zina Young, Jane
Richards, and Sale Lake Stake Reliel Society pre sident Isabella Horne all
declared for the Democratic party.*

Before the month was over, ive women had been appointed to che Sale
Lake County Democratic executive commictee and a move to add women to
executive committees in all the counties was well under way, When Barchsheba
W. Smith, second counselor in the general Relief Society presidency also
joined the Democrats, along with three prominent women docrors and
suffragists, Martha Hughes Cannon, Ellen Ferguson, and Romania Pratt
Pc-ﬂrn\r the ll-: mocCrats }1,{1| neason o h:t_-| Secule 1n [|'1t woman's vore.*

The political activity of these respected women and the assurance of the
I
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Demaocratic Salt Lake Herald that political partcipation would not require
anyching that would be “offensive to their true womanhood,” that, indeed,
government was a ~great household and women [could} do much o keep
it clean,” helped assuage the fears of many women thar their womanliness
would be compromised by an interest in politics.

[hrough most of the month of June, the Democraric Herald chided the
Republican Tribure for failing to take the initiative in bringing women into
ity parey’s ranks. To the question, "Whar to do with the ladies?” the Hevald
claimed thar the Republicans would wait until the coures decided whether the
women could vore. The Democrats, on the orher hand, the Herald was quick
to point out, had wanted them in the party ever since they had been given the
right tovore by the constitution. Moreover, it climed, there were many “lead-
ing and influential™ women whe were desirous of aiding the party to carry the
stare elections in November. It concluded ies recital of the party's program
to include women with a challenge to the Republicans to copy them.*

I'he conservative Trebwme countered with the question, “Who will care
tor mother now?” But the Herald had an answer: “The Democratic societies;
so0 long as she has a vore and they a chance to get it.” The Herald reminded
the Tribume of the Republican opposition to woman suffrage but thaughi
the party would be quire willing to change its position i there were any
possibility that women would be able to vote in the fall #

Though the Tribune had frequently expressed its opinion that women
would lose some of their womanliness if they joined in political activiries, it
noted, for the Herald's benefit, that a woman was a delegate to the national
Republican convention and thar Republican women had organized their own
Republican league. The Herald merely pointed out the party's inconsistency,
suggesting thar it had added one more change to its “chameleon journalistic
colors.”

As the Democratic drive to enlist women gathered momentum, the
Republicans recognized che political necessity to follow suit. Being reminded
by the persistent Herald that the Republican-controlled convention had
caused the problem by defeacing the Richards amendment to cthe constitution
that would have entitled the women to vote by legislative decree, the
Republicans reiterated their view that women were not ehigible before the
constitution was ratified, They did, however, acknowledge that political
expedience necessitated the inclusion of women in the party. At bottom,
the Herald rightly asserted, was the fear of Republicans that if women were
somehow permitted to vote in November, their party would be “swamped
and the Democrars would carry the day.*

Determined o “fight the thing our on the lines proposed by the




Demaocrats,” the Republicans urged the organ zation of women's Republican

clubs, modeled atrer the narional Woman's Republican League. The grearest

advantage of the Republicans in this effort was the decision of Emmeline
B. Wells to join their party in early July Except tor the aged Sarah
Kimball she was initially the only prominent Mormon woman to declare
for Republicanism. Many Mormon women were reluctant to join the party
because of its large Gentile membership, As Ruth May Fox rationalized,
"When the women who had been ardencly working for suffrage arrayed
themselves for the political baccle, most of them [Mormons] seemed to be

Democracs while Aunt Em Wells stood almost alone, a Republican. To even

things up a bit, | joined hands wich thar grear leader.™

Wells's decision ro separate herself politically from most of her Mormon

associates and join with her Genrtile friends is not imm arent
The male political influence in her family, on which most women depended,
was varied. Without a Living husband or son, she did not have the natural
persuasion toward a political affiliation chat the Richards women did. One

son-in-law, John Q. Cannon, son -'-!(-i['-:rr_L:g-(J Cannon, was a Democrar *® Bur
another son-in-law, Septimus Sears, was a Republican. Her close confidance,
friend, and relative, and champion of woman suffrage, Orson E Whitney, was
i popular Democrac.® Daniel H. Wells, her third and last husband, who had
died four years earlier, was considered the "tacher of Republicanism™ in Utah
and his political influence may have lingered. Her family loyalties were thus
divided, But Emmeline Wells was fiercely independent and undoubredly
made her decision for her own purposes. Though she indicated in a policical
speech thar she had “turned from a2 Democrar to a Republican,” she did not
articulate her reasons, which were undoubredly based on her own appraisal

of the parties and her personal ons. Even her daughrer Anme’s

.*:i\.i["[*l'l\\.ll did not dissuade bher.’

Just days afrer joining che parcy, Emmeline Wells was chosen permanent
chairperson of the ternitorial Republican Women's League. Though both men
and women of the party deliberated ar some length before deciding on a

separate arganization for women, the Herald quickly ridiculed the plan:

While rhe Democratic women are thus enjoying equal political
privileges, a handful of Republican women will be endeavering
o devise some means -t'n.'.irr\'m;_: on a sortol afternoon tea and SEWiINng
circle style of politics separate from the regular organization, which
does not want them and is content thar they shall get off in one
corner and do whar they like, so long as they do not interfere with

the plans of the men. Whar a specracle for gods and men
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In reality, women were incluced in both the party organizations as well as
their own clubs, Emmeline Wells and Corinne Allen having been appointed
to the rerritorial execurive committee, and Lillie Pardee elected as permanent
secretary. The parry sent a letter signed by Wells, Pardee, and Allen o
Republican women throughout the territory, announcing its intenrion to
organize individual clubs and advising the women to prepare “at once for
the possible exercise of your franchise in November.” The Tribune was less
hopeful, While supporting the move to organize women's clubs, it asserved
its opinion that "under the law women have no more righes to vote this year
than have boys of twenty years of age."** But the work of organizing went
on. Besides the help of two young Mormon women, not yer prominent in
community or church affairs, Kuth May Fox and Clarissa Williams, Wells was
assisted o organizing Republican clubs by her Genule suffrage associates
Corninne Allen, Emma J. McVicker, Isabella Bennetr, and Lillie Pardee

I'hroughour the summer of 1895 the Herald continued ro artack che
Republicans for cheir hesiran y to admit women, their reluctance 1o endors
a favorable position toward woman's vote in November, and their decision
to organize independent women's clubs. The Republican Tribure continued
to justity the parcy’s caution and irs separate organizations. As membership
prew in the Republican women's league, the Hevald warned of the impending
contest: "Now the Democraric women have a foe in sight,” the Herald
declared. “They see thar rthe game of politics for them has begun in real
eurnest, ** It the women themselves did not yer perceive the political schism
in military terms, the warring “morning contemporaries” as the newspapers
were known, would keep the bartle cry ringing from their paper columns
throughout the campaign

The extent to which women had been rapidly absorbed into the Demo
cratic party was evident in the third annual convention of the Democratic
societies held in the Salr Lake Theatre on 13 July 18g95. Three days before,
the Herald trumpeted the news that women would be a part of all its de
liberations, Many of the delegates were leading ladies of the community,
it commented, and others would actend “to see how their sisters comport
themselves in a public political meeting." Some of these “leading laclies”
were from the Fourteenth (pelitical) Ward in Sale Lake City, which elected
Amelia Folsom Young and seven other women as delegates, forming a ma
jority of the hfteen-member delegation from that ward. Four women were
|||l|”l"! o [ht eExXeCunve committee |'i '!Il I‘-l.lrll. J]'LH L‘Llﬂrprlﬁln,; a majanrty.
Orther wards and precincts had also elecred women to various party commit
tees. “The ladies are better hustlers,” than che men, one Democrat reported,
and he wanted them “on all the commirtees. ™™
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Ar the Democratic convention it was estimated thar one-third of the
delegates were women. Feacured on the stage beside Governor Caleb West,
congressional delegate J. L. Rawlins, former delegare John T. Caine, and other
prominent Democrats, were Zina D. H. Young, Jane 5. Richards, Barhsheba
W. Smith, Mary Isabella Horne, Marcha Hughes Cannon, and “ochers not
known to the Newsman."” Judge Henderson, who presided, congratulared the
convention on the fact that "women had been taken in as an auxiliary aid, ro
mingle their wisdom and advice with the men.” He opined thac if they were
allowed to vote in November, they “would eid in giving party principles
clearness and steength.” At the convention Zina D. H. Young was elecred
first vice-president of the party’s executive committee and Euretha LaBarrhe
and Electa Bullock were elected secretaries. Several women were appointed
to the committee on resolutions, and Zina Young, Eur tha LaBarthe, and
Isabella Horne were invited to address the twelve hundred delegares. The
convention endorsed the right of women to vote in November if the Enabling
Act permitred.

However much the Herald ridiculed the organization of Republi-
can women's clubs, Democratic women were not above forming their own
separate orgunizations. A number of Salt Lake City women, under the chair-
manship of Euretha LaBarthe, combined into “a special political education
and work society” with the intention of meeting regularly for their own po-
litical edification and assistance to che party Other groups followed that
eventually included most of the prominent women Democrats in the city.>

'I‘]“. I"NP-JH\““L' e .| i |,:_._1| aAcCivily u[- 1\1| Wmon leade rs, [?.IJ’1 1 ll].:ll.‘i'\
women, became a matter of concern. The problem was aired ar a mecung
on 30 July attended by the First Presidency of the church, hve apostles, che
Salc Lake Stake presidency, and John T. Caine, Samuel R. Thurman, Judge
William King, and clerk George F Gibbs. Caune voiced the fear of some
Gentiles chat “the Church was using the women to help it accomplish things
they desired in a political way,” and that the Democrats had « apitalized on
the leading sisters who had joined their party with the result chac Salt Lake
Stake president Angus Cannon, a Republican, had asked them "to resign
itics.” Such church interfer-

their [church] positions or cease mixing if po
ence, he felt, would create "discord and bitrerness on the pare of Genriles.”
After a lengehy discussion in which all viewpoints were aired, from nonpar-
ocipation o total ||1;|.||lu__j| t-[l:_'l;_'dum_ PrL’Hll{l'ﬂ[ Woodrut l'."{|~r:"-\t'd ELTET as
to “the course the sisters had raken, bur now thar they have gone so far,” he
concluded, “it will be better to ler them finish this campaign on the lines
which have been marked out for them.™ In the future both men and women

in high church positions would be counselled not to take "a very active part”
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in palitical affairs. George Q. Cannon further suggested thar the sistersand all
others should be restrained from declaring the politics of “our dead leaders,
an obvious allusion 1o Isabell: Horne's and Amelia Folsom Young's impas-
sioned speeches invoking the “democraric political beliefs” of Joseph Smich
and to some political literature circulated by both parties making similar
assertions in support of their own political philosophies.s®

Afterwards, the general Relief Society presidency, Isabella Horne, and
Emily 8. Richards were called before the First Presidency and counselled “as
to the course they should pursue in their polinical relations and labors as
suffragists and as Democrats. Very clear, pointed & energertic inscructions as
to political principles and as to practice,” were given to them, according to
Apostle Franklin D. Richards. Republican Emmeline B. Wells was pleased
with the outcome of the meeting, when she heard abour it, and was confident
that "Sister Young, Smith ané Horne will be more moderate

In August, the voting eligibility of women was finally decided by the
territorial supreme court. A test case had been brought in Ogden by Sarah
E. Nelson Anderson, who was refused when she applied for registration on
6 August. Anderson sought a writ of mandate to compel Deputy Regiscrar
Charles Tyree to register her. Judge H. W. Smith of the Ogden district court
found for the plainaiff and ruled that women were eligible to vore nor only for
state officers ar the next election but also on adoption or rejection of the state
constitution. Tyree immediately appealed to the territorial supreme court.”

On 22 August, while the case was being deliberated, Republicans held
their Sale Lake Counry convention. Emmeline Wells was named temporary

hairman of the convention and applauded the delegates for the honor

conterred upon the “women of Utah” through thar gesture.” When Charles S

Varian was elected permanent thairman, she was elec ted one of the permanent
vice-Chairmen. On the second day of the convention nominations were made
tor the new state legislature, twenty-nine persons nominated for ren seats
Emmeline Wells was nominated for the house and Lillie A. Pardee for the
senate by Ruth May Fox. Botk became official candidates of their party along
with Emma J. McVicker, nominated for state superintendent of schools a
week lacer at che terricorial convention,”

The Democratic county convention assembled on 31 August, At the
same time, the supreme court delivered 1ts ruling on Anderson vs. Tyree,
reversing the judgment of che lower court. Democratic convenrion chairman
James H. Moyle concluded tnat the decision denying women the right
vore in the -'nmm-.g_- 1'!:_(_1_‘|u,". also uIr1i|r'|! r|1r_'|'1‘| the [JL‘h‘: to mun for othoe,
though the ruling was not explicit. Thus, no women were nominated by the

Democrars. The Republicans, however, already had three women candidares




Emma |. McVicker, Utah’s birst woman state supennrendent of

U'rad Seate Hpterrcal Secvety, AlY vipbii resorid 1 sed
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on their ballot. At their ratifying meeting on 2 September, speaker Arthur

Brown, who had successfully represented Tyree in the supreme court case,

interpreted the ruling differently from Moyle. “The right of women to vote
has been questioned.” he said. “Her right to hold office afrer the adoption
of the constitution has never been questioned. | have never questioned that
I'he whole question is one of time. After the proclamation is issued women
may hold office, . . . If you believe in woman suffrage, here is the only ticket
with women upon ie,"

In a curious reversal of positions, the Republicans were now defending
the right of women to run for office. Though women were noc entitled o
vote in the election, a decision Brown had helped obtain, there was nothing
to prevent them from being elecred to office, he reasoned, as they would
be qualihed voters and legal officeholders before they took their seats. In an
overtly hostile arrack, the Herald now lambasted the Republicans for favoring

women

Of course now thar the supreme court has decided that women
cannot vote this fall, the ambition of Mrs. Emmeline B. Wells and
Lillie Pardee must be nipped in the bud. They musr be taken down
trom their high pedestals, the salaries of $ 100 per month which they
have been receiving as the prices for relinquishing their previous
Democraric ideas, and carrying on the evangelical and organization
work of the Republicans, will be stopped and they will be relegaced
to a condition of innocuous desuetude into which the hum of
ambition will penetrate but weakly

It is truly a mournful spectacle. Here were two distinguished
women who have always been understood 1o be Democrats until
the time for organization of the Democratic women. Then neither
happened ro be invited to take a very high position in the Democratic
ranks. The Republicans held out promises of honor and emolument,
and they followed

Public pressure mounted against the Republican women candidates,
and doubts about their eligibility were raised in a Republican planning
meering Rtpublic&n lawyers could not agree, bur while [hf"}' were conferring
Emma McVicker declared her own ineligibility. By the end of Seprember
Lillie Pardee, while still holding that women had che right to run for election,
acknowledged lack of support from members of her own party and chus felt
the necessity to withdraw

Emmeline Wells held back on principle. *1 suppose there is really no
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alternative but to withdraw,” she reflected. Bue "1 believe it is wrong. - . . |
do not believe 1t would h.i“j. .ir-T_-t_'(_‘: the Aty of starchood or cur ANy I_!.':;:Jl't
in the martter whatever, and | think moreover | have a right to be elected to
the legislature—as also other women—I yield unwillingly to the pressure
brought to bear against the name of women on the Ticker

While she deliberated, the issue developed into another political
confrontation with Emily Richards. On 7 October, the Herald began printing
Richards's four-pare reply to The Republican Catechism, a pamphler Wells
prepared for distribution to women explaining the Republican pladform
In her reply, Richards made a pointed reference to Wells's assertion thar
Governor West, a Democrat, did not favor equal privileges for women because
he failed ro appoint any to territorial boards. His refusal, Richards pointed
out, resulted from the restrictions of the Edmunds-Tucker Act (prohibiting

women from voting or holding othce). That he was correct in his conclusion,

she continued “is -.!c'r‘.llll'm'l'._!f{'.-l .'||:| flr:r Hrr||51|:- ans 1n the resignatsons |_r!_
Mrs. Pardee and Mrs. McVicker . . . for the reason thar the decision of the court
withholding from the women the right to vots disqualibed them for holding
office.” The implication was clear that Emmeline Wells should also resign.
On cthe day the hrse installment of the Richards criticism was published,
Wells and Richards mer together in 2 woman sulfrage mecting, Emmeline
Wells found it "a very unpleasant affair with Mrs, Richards, who made up
her mind to have some changes made. "™ While not detailing che difficulcies,
Wells recorded thar at the afternoon mecting “"came the struggle with the
faction from the county” (meaning the Salr Lake County association), another
manifestation of the ongoing conflict between the county and terriconal
suffrage leaders with Emily Richards, rerritorial vice president, supporting

Ellen Ferguson, Salt Lake County president. 1 suffered very much in my

feelings,” Emmeline Wells recorded. It is nor known how Emily Richards
I'r_'-i|\:=|l-|t'-i to the situarion. This incident had followed on the heels of a similar
un[*!;-.n.m! episodde 1n a Reliel Soc 1ETY board meet INg a4 wee k earlier.”®

As the pressure for her resignation continued to mount, Wells's resolve
to remain firm weakened, On 17 October she decided to resign against
her own “"hercer and best im!gnu-m." Convinced thar her name on the
ballot would not adversely atfece either her parey or statehood, or make any
difference, except to "make a test of the principle of woman’s equality,” she
unwillingly submitted a letter of resignation. While acknowledging the legal
doubts of women's eligibility to run for office, she did not relinguish her own
opinion on the matter. She gave credit ro the Republican party for "expressing
their appreciation of this new element 1n politics by placing the names

- . ¥
of women in nomination for offices of emolument and trust, ¢ Xpecung them
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to take an active part in the affairs of the new State

Despite her resignation, she continued to campaign for her parry,
as did her Democratic counterparts. The overwhelming acceptance of the
constitution in November pleased them all. That the Re;*ul'\hn.ank made a
sweep of state offices was especially satisfying to Emmeline. After writing to
Susan B, Anthony and Carrie Chapman Cart, national officers of the suffrage
association, she expressed to her diary her personal feelings about the election
“It seems almost too good to be true that we have equal sufl'mg:- . Junius

[ 1H'|‘1|U."-\'] has been 1n and several ochers of my friends, and all seems secure

S ——

and no permanent ill feelings | rruse,”"!

Her hopes that this first experiment in partisan politics would not
produce an enduning schism among the politically active women of the
church ar first seemed 1o be premature. A Leap Year Ball, planned by the
sullrage assoCianion as a IUIII! RMISINE eVent N Connection “-Irh Che "lsirl.'hlﬂl“-
celebration in January 1896, created another opportunity for disagreement

with Emily Richards. After much preparation, the event turned out to be “a

fine affaic’ though nexplicably none ol the Richards ﬂi[hﬂ} arrended. The
next day, however, as Wells noted in her tll.ll}. “Mrs. Richards E_['.'m!l};'l wWis
on hand to know all about the party—and was very disagreeable when she
| learned that no more [money] had been made.” She chen suggested char if
Emmeline Wells, who had supervised the affair, had not been so involved in ‘
planning the annual birthday celebration for Relief Society President Zina
Young, set for a few days later, she “mighr have succeeded betrer,” a curious
cricicism from a sister Relief Society worker
Bur Emily Richards’s dusppointment did not last long. On 18 Decem
ber 1805, the :‘di—t—r.:.za_-'t association nominated a delegation of rwelve ro atrend |
the celebration of Utah’s statehood and the achievement of woman suffrage
at the Nanonal American Woman Sufirage Association convention in Wash
ingron the next _I.M‘;u.‘lrj. '3 As |1I’t"-|||1'llr of the territorial suffra;::r.- ASSOCIATION,
Wells was naturally expected to attend. In fact, Margherica Hamm, corre
spondent ol the New York Mad and Express, described the coming celebration
“From far-off Utah will appear Mrs, Emmeline B. Wells, who has toiled chirry
years for her principles, and now sees them triumphant in her own home,
She will receive an ovation because long ago she foresaw and foretold what
happened in the Great Basin last November, In fact, five years ago she laugh-
ingly said: "Women will vore and hold ofhice in my poor little mountain Scace
before they do in the rich and powerful srates of the seaboard
Only two of the nominees, however, acrually arrended as ofhcial
delegates, Emily Richards and Sarah Boyer. Unable to raise cthe funds for her

own expenses and evidently unable vo obtain church or Relief Society financial
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support, as she had done in the past, Emmeline Wells found it necessary
to forgo the grand celebration. 1 can scarcely believe | am not going to
Washington,” she wrote on the day Richards and Boyer left for Washingron
She may have been somewhat mollified by the expressions of regret proffered
by many church leaders. President Woodruff indicated that his preference
had been for Relief Sociery President Zina Young and Emmeline Wells to
represent the suffrage association, but since President Young would not go
without her and she was unable to go without financial assistance, the honor
fell to Richards and Boyer.”™ Despite her own keen disappointment, she
enthusiastically reported in the Woman's Exporent the details of the festivities
in Washingron, including the victory speech of Emily Richards

In Washington, both Anna Shaw and Susan Anthony paid tribute

to Utah, which had joined Wyoming and Colorado as “the crown of our

Union, those three states on the crest of the Rockies.” Corinne Allen, wife of
Utah’s new congressional representative, Sarah Boyer, and Emily Richards all
responded to the speeches of congratulations. A special tribute to Emmeline
Wells, "whose influence had been paramount in securing the franchise for the
women of Utah,” was heartily applanded and a telegram of congracularions
sent oy hl‘r

In the following months both of these leaders repearedly appealed to
women to maintain the best of feelings toward each other, despite party
difference, and to put aside “intense partisanship” in the interest of the public
good. As evidence of the sincerity of her own anpeal, Emmeline Wells, on the
last day of December 1896, recommended Emily Richards as a new member
of the Hl."ll‘l rs( .|||]', d COM :!:d[as‘.‘_\ CDI lusion to their ;H||:t:: al ¢ :l[‘IIEH_E}-.-

It is not improbable that most Mormon women shared the sentiments
of Ruth May Fox as they encountered the divisive expenences of partisan
politics. “1 do hope they will not engender bad feelings in their divisions
on party lines,” she wrore. “As for my part | care nothing for politics. It is
Mormonism or nothing for me.”"™

Capitalizing on her shared policical affiliation (and family relationship)
with the new governor, Heber M. Wells, son of Emmeline’s sister-wife,
Martha, Emmeline immediately lobbied to create opportunities for women
in the new state government. A week after the election, at the suggestion of a

party member, she wrote to each member of the senace and house proposing
that they elect a woman as chief clerk of the senare, nominaring Lillie R
Pardee for the position Her efforts were successful,, and she fele well |.‘ir.3.";l:d. o

think “thar the Certihcate of the new senators had to be signed by a woman as

well as a man.” Nor was she slow o complain to the inauguration commirree

that “it was noticeable women were not considered in the proceedings or
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in any way recognized as a pam of the new state.”™ She lobbied for a state
sponsored silk commuission, passage of a kindergarten bill, the building of a
public library, and the appointment of women to vanious state boards. She was
determined that woman's voice would be heard in che affairs of the new stare
By summer of that first year of statehood, interest was again focused
on the coming election, the first one w include women since 1887. Both
Emmeline Wells and Emily Richards had maintained active association with
their respective parties. Both were nominated for the state senate, although
Richards declined to run, Republican state chairman George M. Cannan
claimed thar Wells's name on the ticket "would strengthen the tic ket to the
extent of 6000 vores.™ Alas, it proved to be empty rhetoric. From a hield ol
ten candidaces for the senate, ive were clected. Emmeline Wells came in last
It was a clear-cur Democratic victory. Dr. Martha Hughes Cannon trailed the

Democrars on the ricket for state senator bur she garnered more vores than any

of the Republicans, including her husband, Salt Lake Stake president Angus
Cannon, who had decided to enter the political field himself, after advising
the women who held church office in his stake to withdraw the year before ®

After their first success, the Republicans went down to defear, How

decisive a factor the women's vore was in the election was HI.l!!j.{I'H1['(| h_\'

a Republican appraisal from the year before. "The Gentile women don't

register,” the ]ﬁnustr:r (nrn'|'-|.|1'|:'l|, "the Mormon women do. That hures us,
The majority of Mormon women are Democrats. The majority of Gentile
women are Republicans.” Another Republican observed char “far from being
converts to Republicanism, women are flocking o the Democras.™ Though
only impressionistic appraisals, they suggest chat the woman's vote may well
have been a factor in the 1806 election

Three women, all Democrats, won legislative seats thar year and eleven ‘

thro |_:.‘,h||u.r the SLADE Were cledre -| to the pOsSITIOn :l?- County e i,-rd-r_ [ I\.‘L"Iuh'
congratulating the women who won, Emmeline Wells expressed her own
veTY |'H!'r'HII]'I-l] t]l‘}ii].'ll'lfllllllillﬂl that "all the women [who were candidutes] ||
were not elected, for it would have been o much truer rest of women's power
hiel there been some women from each party.” Her hghting spiric not entirely |
extinguished, she concluded, “women as well as men must content themselves
as best they can uncil anotcher election, when things may be different."™
Though women had established a foothold in the political aftairs of the
new stare, they had not been given a clear mandare for continued widespread
involvement. Only two years after statehood the active Urah County Woman
Sutfrage Associarion denounced the “informal understanding™ berween the
two political parties “eliminating women from the state and county rickers ar

the next election” and refured the charge that women were “a weakness upon



the ticket” because they lacked execurive ability and could not draw the votes
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of ather women. While the charge may not have ly supporred,

it indicated the association’s awareness of the persistence of social and
psychological barriers to women’s full political participation: the reluctance
of men to integrate women into the political system, and the ambivalence
of women toward the propriety and capability of women entering polirtics.
Utah would never replicate the events of 1895 ot 1896 when women were
at center stage in the political drama ™

In their transition from the Woman Suffrage Association to the political
parties, women lost both power and autoromy. The year 18gs was an
exceptional year for Utah women, not a portent of a continued pattern of
political arrention and invelvement. The campaign to pur woman suffrage
in the Urah state constitution had been a woman's campaign, planned and

executed by women who had ro convince the o

n
rislatures of forty-rwo other stares opposed,
£

woman suffrage, which the
was good for Utah, In leaving their suffrage association and moving into the
]H'|irll .|| p.lrllr . A these same WOIMEN, « _:]‘.;i‘|t' CXPercn |'||_ energenc, I:Hm[;&'
back into traditional organizational relacionships with men. They were often
vice-chairpersons, burt seldom permanent charpersons, They were delegates

bur not seeacegzises, Their experience and ability were useful in the parties bue

noct to 1'.Lt| |JIL'|III I.I-lllt.llll [ {]'H.' [ul[]'li’!ilillﬁll"-. ar Ill"\-! itll' I'Hllll I{‘LJ |TJI.I|1_J‘:i[]i'.!!IZi{'h

And in that one exceptional year, 1895, it is not dithcult to appraise che

attention they received from boch che press and the parties as exploirive.

Ultimartely, while still participating in party organizations and contin-

LT -
wing in small numbers 1o hold public office, they organized sepame women's

Republican and Democratic clubs. Separatism, they discovered, proved o«
the most reliable strategy for achieving authority and recognition. But for
one year, ar least, the women of Urah commanded rhe political sporlight. It

was a year that produced a unique chaprer in Urah's political history

Nores

I See for example, S, George Ellsworth, “Urah’s Struggle for Scarehood,” Urah
Historscal Quarterly 32 (Winter 1963): 60-69; Richard D. Poll, A Seate is

Born,” Utab Hitorral Quavierly 32 (Winter 1904); 9-31, Gustive O, Larson

I'be Amerscamization of Uta foad (San Marino, Calif I'he Hunungro

Library, 1971); Howa Starehood tor Lleah: A Ditterene P
Usab Hitorical Oua 1971) 307=3 Grant Underwood,
his paper “Mormonism cal Concept,” presented ac the annuel
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meering of the Western History Association in Salr Lake Ciry, 13 Ocrober
1GH3 ;':*.;!v.-n_;.—:t--. the |;':|.\-i:!-|-|.' ConCeptual framework of this ‘;'thnd that

nsists thar statehood necessitated major shafts in Mormon 1

te. Arguing

that only a minority of Mormons practiced polygamy, thar the communal

economic systems were short-lived and ineffective, and thar the majoricy
of Mormons were basically "mainstream” Americans, he suggeses thar the

"Americanization” view 15 too narrow a perspective. It focuses on religious,

socil, and economic concepts and principles rather than on actual practice, he

maineains, and posits thar for the majoricy of Mormons statehood necessitated

no signihcant l—li':"l}ﬂ1ﬂ"|4h1.ll on or ,I|‘||I|'.l||'||'|||

Woman suffrage in Utah has been the subject of a number of historical studies
See T. A Larson, “Woman Suffrage in Western America,” Usab Historical

‘,"""""-T"I" 1B (Winter 1979 B—19° Beverly Beeton., “Woman Suftrage in

est, 186g-18oh,” (Ph.D. diss., University of Utah, 1996):

[Thomas G. Alexander, “An Experiment m | ressive Legislation: The

Lyraniing of Women Sufirage in Utah in 187 sh Historzcal Omarierly 38

Winter 1970} 20-30:; H...I.i-iu L. Jack, “Woman Suffrage as an Issue in the

Mormon : Non-Mormon Press of the Termirory, 1856—1877." (M. S chesis,
Brigham Young University, 1954); Carol Cornwall Madsen, * "Remember che
Women of Zion': A Study of the Editorial Contene of the Woman's Exposent, A
Mormon Woman's Journal " (M. A, thesis, University of Utah, 1977)

A tull discussion of the organization and activities of the Anti-Polygamy
Sociery can be found in Robert Joseph Dwyer, "The Genrile Ladies Hoist Their
Standard,” The Gentile Comer to Utab: A Study in Religious and Socral Conflics

ISh2—18C

o (Sale Lake Caty: Publishers Press, 1971), 190—214
F L)

Another issue in the case covcerned differing itizenshap requirements for men

and women, the 1870 law allowing alen women who were marnied o citizens

the nght to vore. A federal statute granted such women «

cnship on the basis

tonship o a ctizen, but in the case of Urah the legality of alien
plural wives obtamng aticenship in this manner created another Mormon

Genule fricoion point unoil 1882 and the disfranchisement of all polygamises

and rheir wives b} the Edmunds Ball

Dwyer, Gentile Coner #o 201, Lucy Stone, editor the Boston suffrag

paper, the Womean's |

surnad, responded for many suffragists to these arcempes at
disfranchisement: "Lt is hardly possible that so bald an actempr to disfranchise
citizens who have exercised the righr to vore for ten vears can be accomplished

It would cerrainly never have been attempted if these citizens had not been

Set Orson E Whitney, Hirary of Utah, 4 vols. (Sale Lake City: George Q
Cannon and Sons Company, Publishers, 1893), 1:60-61. For a full account

of the proceedings see “Mormon Women's Protest, An Appeal for Freedom,

ake Ciry, Umah, 6 March 1886, Urah

Justice and Equal Rights,” Sale
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The Woma Cl mion, the Woman's Home Missionary
Society, and the Presbyt WO I I prestigrous and larpge

orsing the memoral

WOITen 5 AssOx AL NS OrganIzanyons ¢
The Newman memorial to Congress can be found in “Woman Suffrage in
Usah,” Misc, Doc, #122, |,=;rh ['_.L_ult:;rL g%, 18t Session, United States Senate,
LUSHS

Susi Young Gares Papers, USHS. See also Woman's Exponent 17 (15 June
r888) 10, The 1870 statuee allowing Utah women to vote did not include
a corresponding right to hold public office. A move in 1880 to amend the

starure failed when the povernor refused ro sign che ll, which had p;'ﬁg;i

both houses of the legislavure

G R Society President Z D H. Young, her cou
R {s, and | daughrer-in-law | board ber, Er S
met 1 wvith | n Nuceall, secre I P

1 HRN | arranged a meenng for che lollowing January, In

resident Wiltord Woodrutf, Apostles Frar

[3. Richards, Brigham Young Jr., John Henry Smuth, Heber J. Grane, and

the January meeting were P

Secretary Nurttall, along with the Reliet Society President Zina \l_{.-ijné';
Jane Richards, and Barhsheba W Smith, Secretaries Sarah M. Kimball and
Emmeline B, Wells, and board member Emily 8. Richards. For decails of the
meeting see Emmeline B, Wells, Diary, 2 January 1BBg, Special Collecrions,
H. B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, hereafter cited as
BYU Library; Zina D. H. Young, Diary, 2 January 1889, Archives, Histerical
Deparement of the Chuarch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake

s LDS Church Archives; L. Jol

Wells, Diary, 8 January 18g9. These women signed the memorial to the
constitutionil convention in behalf of woman's suffrage along wich a number
of Mormon suffragists, See Woman's Exponent 23 (1 April 1895) 241,

L. John Nuttall, Journal, 25 February 18g1

Lamar, "Statehood for Urah: A Different Pach.” For other facrors in a dimin-
ishing Democraric preference see Davis Bitron I'he B, H. Roberts Case of
iBog8-19 Litaly Hisee r-,_r_-'."_\_r,',-_,'r.‘._-:l'jl'. 25 '_|.II-||.1|- 190%7) 1; Richard D. Poll,
A Stare 1s Borr [/ tah Historical r__",'._.'.'--,. 32 (Winter 1964); 9-31; Lamar,

Statehood for Urah: A Diferent Path™; Leo Lyman, “The Mormon Quest for

Statchood,” (Ph.D. Diss, University of California at Riverside, 1981); and
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See Lyman Mormon Quest for Statehood.” 223—83. See Jean Bickmor

White The Making of the Convention President

The Political Education of

John Henry Smith,” Utab Historscal Quarterly 39 (Fall 1971k 350-%

Dyeserer Eveninp New y May 1891; B. H. Rok

the Charch, 6 vols. (Provo, Urh: Brigham Young University Pres, 1965),

Wells, Diary, o June 1Bgi1; Nuttall, Journal, 21 May 1891
Womean's [ xpament 20 (1 ._1L|'-1- 18G1): 188
“q"l VN 1N |J-:

Womian'i Expone

cs,” Wompan't Expomens 20 (15 Auguse 1891): 28

wt 23 (1 and 15 Novemt 1805) 2

Woman's Exponert 22 (15 August 1893)
Ruth May Fox, Diary, 12 and 28 Ocrober 1895, Rurh May Fox Papes, USHS
Ruth May Fox, "My Story.” Ruth May Fox Papers, USHS
Fox, Diary, 30 December 1894 and g January 158c
A

Minutes of the Beaver County Woman's Suffrage Association, 14 Jamary 1895

Woman's Exponent 23 (1 and 15 February 1895): 233; Fox, Diary, 1« Pebruary

abe Tribune, 18 March 18g%, The Youne W -::'.'m'l:'-_f--.'.’fu'..'." rand series of
statements by prominent Urahns, Mormon and Genrile, men anl women,
expressing their views on the topic, All were, to varying degrees, favarable
See Youwry Woman't forrnad 6 (February and March 18g5) 224—37 anl 279-86
Journal History of the Church (hereafter cited as JH), 21 February, 1o March,
and 5 April 18gs, LDS Church Archives

Wiamen s [ xpomentt 23 (1 anc 15 August 18g4) 169

For details of this debate, see Jean Bickmore White, “Woman's Plae Is 1n the

Constitution, The Scruggle for Eqgqual Rights in Lltah in 1

1 Salde Lake Cary. Tickets 13 Tavor and against woman s sutfraps

hildren who were told to deposit only chose aj
1894

Marv Ann Burnham Frecz=, Diarv, 5 April
Papers, Special Callections, BY U Library

Proceedings of the Constiranional Convenriorn 754—35. as quorecin Whire
Woman's Place Is in the Constitution 7 Apnil
Uen Woman

pponng borh

valhidity
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of Roberts’s arguments againse suffmge on its merits, she supported his
arguments on expedience
Wells, Diary, 4 April 189s; Woman's Expoment 23 (1 May 18g5): 262. Church

leaders were divided on this issue, Willord Woodrutt expressed a fea
onstitution would not pass if woman's sulfrage were nor parr of ic. He was
supported in that view by Counselor Joseph E Smuth. Sec ;

L1 ) l:-,q'.w:- 1. hirwever, taviored lr|- submssion
<

i
that ol .'r-u'r\h F Smuth. See Abralam H ATV
1895, Ms., USHS

It LAt :"h_ LAV - iNn cCiAanging (e n

Fox, Dhary, 3, 4, and 9 Apnl 18 5. Freeze, Diary, 4,

,‘”' nteresung \|.!‘ ||L',"|'. :lnuh!\ suliragast _\l.u.'L'JH‘. Hl T
Roberts. Before the debate on sulfrage began, she frequendy

convention with Mary Ann Frecee. After Roberrss speeches on 28 and 2¢

March, however. she no longer attended nor was she visibly
F'\-Hh‘tl al campaigns that followed

Utah Women's Press Club Minures, 5 April 18gs, USHS. For a humorous
account of the nume }'.IIlH ring eftort, see Cactus [|-w|||1 1, “Cacrus |J;1]‘v.'!':1' No
2," Woman's Exponent 23 (15 May 18Bg5) 207, 271-72

Final tally was 75 for, 14 aguinst, 13 absent, and 5 éxcused from voring
See White, "Woman's Place 1s in the Consticution,” 362. A later motion to
reconsider was defeated, Thid,, 363

Salt Lake Tribune, 19 April 1HoS

Jean B kmore White, “Gentle Persuaders, Urah's Firse Woman Legislarors,”

Utah Historscal Quarterfy 38 (Winter 1970 40-41; Salt Lake Tribune, © April
18y

Salt Lake Daify Herald, 2 June 1895

Franklin D. Richards, Journal, 15 June 18gs: Wells, Diary, 15 June 1895
Salt Lake Datly Herald, 1518 and 25-28 June 1895

Ibid., 19 June 1894

Ibid., 16 June 1895

Ibid., 19 June 1895

1., 21 June 189

11 July 1895

¢ Labe Trikume, 15 June and 2 July 18os; Salr Lake Daily Herald, 5
18Bos: Wells, Diary, 2. 3, . and 6 July 1Bgs; Fox, "My Story,” 26

Her .F.I'::I;_hn-r Anme Wells Cannon, was "Ei"'”""i W v Wells became a

Ee PL.I‘1I1 an though she berself joined the party a few vears larer. Wells, Diarv
25 August 185

Whictney's grandfather, Newel K. Whirney, was Emmeline’s second hosband
burt as a plural wife Emmeline was not Orson’s grandmaother. Whitney's support

o l.|_|f1r.1.u|' in the constitutional convention endeared him o all the SUTIragists
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His speeches in behalf of suffrage were printed in a separate pamphler by the
I I I

Lirah Woman's Sutfrage AssoCiation

v 2 T
't Labe Trikume. = January 1 806 Salr Labe Darly Herald, 28 July 18g5; Wells

. 15 August 1895

Salt Laks Daily Herald, 1 3 July 18gs

Wells, Diary, 9 Seprember 1895; Fox

Seprember 1895, Wells, Dhary, ( and «
1805

Salt Lake Da
Ihicl., ediroral, & July 1895: Salt Lake Tribum

JH, 13 July 1895: 6

vy Herald, 18 July 18os

Salt Lake Daily Herald, 18 July 18gs

Abraham H. Cannon, Joumal, 30 July 18g5. Sec ni“'__i-.-.‘-r- Bickmore Whit

Utah State Elections, 18951899, (Ph.D. diss.,

S1-8%: Wells, Diary, 30 July 1895

Salr lake Tribame, o July 1 30%; see also MNugeets of Trurh
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“I Care Nothing for Politics”

Ruth May Fox, Forgotten Suffragist

EpITED BY LINDA THATCHER

n Utah's history there have been many important women of whom liccle
has been written; one such person is Ruth May Fox, Besides raising rwelve
children she was active in the Utah Woman's Press Club {president), the
Reaper’s Club, the Utah Woman Suffrage Association (treasurer), the Sale
!.lLt"r._clIIrII[\. l‘h-["l:h!l- an Committer ,l".le Second Precinct Ladies’ RL‘}'LI.IZIIII.'-.I.!'I

Club (chairman). the Deserer Agricultural and Manufacruring Sociery (board

member), and the Traveler's Aid Society (board member). She also served
on '_h{— _1_':".‘:[.'.1;. board and as general presi lent of che Young i...'-l-i_|-'.") -\'1!.'-T’~|~l'-
Improvement Association of the Church of Jesus Christ of Larter-day Saints

(Mormons)

She was born November 16, 1853, in Westbury, Wileshare
the daughter of Mary Ann Harding and James May. Wi Ru
months old her parents joined the Mormon church. Her mother died in March
1855 after giving birth to a second child, who also died. After her maod

death her father was called to be a traveling elder for the church. Ru

First published in Urah Historscal Ouarterly 40 (Sammer 1981y 239-53, with the

following acknowledgment Leonard Crmint Fox gave hus Kind PErMussAon o ';J-.'\|'-‘-'l‘r

here .]]mn:r;-n‘,.l'rlln-lerl| May Fox dary, laver donased oo che LS chur h RI.‘].‘!’I!]‘.:'.‘d

i‘\:. I'rt'l1'|l|'\'\|l|‘l'|
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with various Mormon families and relatives unril she was around eighr years
old and her father took her to Yorkshire where he was employed. There they
boarded with a Mrs. Saxton who had a daughter named Clara, five months
younger than Ruch. While living with the Saxtons Rurh arrended the Church
of England Sunday School where she learned about deathbed repentance. This
concept appealed to her as she was fun loving and occasionally did chings
like take a bite out of a china saucer, skip school, or give her grandmorther's
possessions away. When her father went to her grandmother's house to pick
her up to take her to Yorkshire, her grundmother exclaimed: "She's a bad
maid, she's a bad maid.”

In 1865 Ruth’s father journeyed to America. A few months later he
sent for Mrs. Saxton, Clara, and Ruch. Soon after arriving, Mrs. Saxton and
James May were married. They lived in Manayunk, a manufacturing district
a few miles out of Philadelphia, where at the age of twelve Ruth and Clam
were put to work in a factory to help earn money for the journey to Utah
Later, the family moved into Philadelphia where Ruth and Clara worked in
another factory, but eventually the girls found jobs doing heusework. In July
1867 the Mays starved for Urah, first traveling to Norch Placte, Nebraska,
where they purchased supplies for their trip. After doing so they found that
they had only enough money left to purchase “one yoke of cactle,” so they
shared a wagon with anocher family and ended up walking most of the way

Upon arriving in the valley Ruth experienced a sense of disillusionment:

At last che long journey was ended. We had pulled up the hill out
of Parley’s Canyon just as rwilight shrouded the valley. We could
still carch a glimpse of the city below, bur I confessed o some
disappointment as | asked, “Did we come all chis way for this?” This,

however, was my first and last disappointment.’

Her tather soon found work as a carder in the Deserer Woolen Mil

at
the mouch of Par]c—y's C;mynn Ruth and Clara worked in the fa tory as well
in order to help rthe family accumulate enough money to purchase a home.,
James May worked in chis mill for two years before moving o Ogden to work
in the Ogden Woolen Mills, started by Alfred Randall, near the mouth ol
Ogden Canyon. Ruth remained in Salt Lake tor a short come, but her father
soon sent for her to work in the mill. After seven months she returned to
Salr Lake and arrended John Morgan’s College for four months, ending her
tormal educacion.

Her father rerumed to Sat Lake City at that time, purchased some used

carding machines, and started his own business. Ruth worked in the mall,
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operating equipment meant to be run by a man. She had strong feelings abour
equality and felt that since she was doing a man’s work she should receive a
man’s pay. Of the incident she later wroce:

Here | reeled yarn and wove cloch and finally undertook a man'’s job
running the Jack, a machine for spinning scores of chreads ar a time.
I should have had a man's wages for this, bur Father thought char
his partner would object since I was a piel, Alchough I did quite as
well as a man, | was given only $10.00 a week; bur that was very
good for a girl ar cthe time.*

After working at this job for four months she quit to prepare for her
wedding to Jesse Williams Fox, Jr. They were married May B, 1873; she was
nineteen, he twenty years old. On April 14, 1874, their first child, Jesse May,
was born. The following year ber husband was called to serve a mission in
New York but stayed only three monchs before being called home to help
his facher, Jesse Williams Fox, Sr., survey for the Utah Southern Railway.

Ruth and her husband prospered financially the first twenty years of
their married life, building in 1880 a large home ar 261 West Second South
in Salt Lake. Most of her time was consumed with household duties, but
later in life she looked back on her experiences and noted the changes in her

actitude toward raising children:

There was mischief always in process, and ar times tempers flared
I can't blame my children roo much for their quarrels, as T was
myself quick with sharp words and could not always count ten
when provoked. | had been brought up in the English tradition of
family discipline and applied the flat of my hand or a switch when |
thoughr it necessary. | improved in self-restraint through che years,
or ¢lse grew weary of the continued and fruicless effort to impose
on my children my own standards of conduct, Though my first
children got more whippings, I don't see that they are any nearer
perfection than chose that came later and escaped with fewer and

lighter punishments.?

At the height of their prosperity in the lare 1880s they made plans to
build a three-story mansion on Scuth Fifth East. Everything seemed to be
going well in Ruth's life when, in 1888, her husband decided o rake a second
wife, Rosemary Johnson. He did not ask Ruth’s permission Obviously hurt

by his action she wrote abouc it later:




Battle for the Ballor

At this peak of our prosperity my husband was prompeed to take a

second wife. It scemed a noble thing for him to do

:l'ii‘-E'...l.'t“'. when
it was almost cerrain to resule in a term in the Stare Prison. He did
not ask my advice, burt if he had, 1 am sure that my convictions of
the soundness of the principle would have enabled me to suppress
every urge to jealousy and to bear my cross as did every other good

L.D).S. woman under simular circumstances.

About this time financial disaster hit the Foxes. Jesse lost his business

and accumulared large debts, and they eventually lost their home. He rook his
financial collapse extremely hard, even staying in bed for a few days. Ruch was
also upset l:ur r(_'_i'r\-('ﬂl'!!l'll E-\ IEIII'HL‘ what needed o ]"\-( lEu!'iL", 4]!:' |[| domestin
e :r[' go and \'\:T-.T:l'_'!j} took in roomers. Her husband retained [POSSESSION of
his farm, so the ¥ WETE able 1o ear []ll.’ll'li' the year 1900 Ruth and her children
ran the Saint Omer Boarding House to help supplement their income

In 1896 her last child, Emmeline Blanche, was born; and two months
later her oldest child, Jesse Mav, was married. Emmeline Blanche contracred
scarlet fever and never recovered, dving in f'1-|:ru.lr}- 1914. Afterward, Ruth
moved in with her son Feramorz Y. Fox, who was living at 124 North State
Street, to be near her ailing father and to work as a typist for the Young
Laclies' Murual Improvement Association, She lived wich her children the
rest of her lite and resumed housekeeping only to nurse her husband through
illnesses in 1921 and from 1927 until his deach 1n 1928.

Always interested in writing, she joined the Utah Woman's Press Club
and the Reaper’s Club, both groups emphasizing literary pursuits. Thus, she
became betrer acquainted with such women leaders of the day as Dr. Ellis R
Shipp, Dr. Ellen B. Fe

most influential in her life, Emmeline B. Wells. It seems likely that Ruth

FISOn, Emma McVicker, and tht" pt'."m‘h"‘; \'L'iu.- wias the

became involved in the clubs and causes that she did becanse Emmeline B
Wells was also involved in them. Emmeline had a profound influence on
Ruth's life, so much so chat she later wrore

No other woman had so grear an influence as she in shaping my
life. I became her devoted disciple and she in rurn loved me as a
daughter. I named after her my lase child, Emmeline Blanche, born
September 14, 1896, when Sister Wells was the center of my orbat
of public activities. For many years subsequently she had much to

do with my progress.’

Ruth .1|\'-'.'J:." had SErong beliefs, Hu-u_n:h. and chief was suffrage for
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women. She was not particularly interested in politics but became acrive in
the Utah Woman Suffrage Association and the Republican party to furcher
the suffrage cause. She actively worked for the inclusion of the woman suffrage
clause during the 1895 Utah Constitutional Convenrion, helping drafe the
suffrage memaorial to the convention. Larter, she worked for the election of
candidates who would support women's issues and for the approval of the
fEW CONStitution

Viewing politics as merely @ means to an end, she was never again as
active in politics as during the year 1895, A great deal of her lacer life was
devoted to the Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Association, and she
eventually served as the general president of the organization. She lived to be
104 years old, for which achievement she seemed to be the most remembered
at her death on April 12, 1958. The significant contributions she had made
to woman suffrage in Urah were mostly forgotren

The portion of Ruth May Fox's diary selected for publication covers
the final time period in Utah’s scruggle for statehood and women's fighe for
the franchise, The diary covers one person’s life during those hectic days and
illustrates how the women worked wichin the already established scrucrures
to promote their causes. Left our are the maneuverings to get men elected ro
the constitutional convention who were willing to include suffrage within
the constitution, Rurth does comment a great deal about working for che
Republican party und traveling around che stare to speak. Noriceably absent
are extensive comments about her own daily life, her husband, and children

I'he extract from her diary is printed exactly as it was writren, with
spelling, punctuation, and capitalization errors. Footnotes have been added

o help explain events

Diary
December 29, 1894, to November 5, 1895

Der 1894

29 Went to Press Club in the evening had a pleasant time Club entertained

Phebe Cousins’ who spoke to us on the sufferage and currency questions.®
Sun 30 was invited to Dr E. Firrgusons” where some ladies met to

complain of the way they had been treated by the Ter. Board of U W.S.A

Questioned the legality of the elections of officers etc | gained some experience

at that time. Made a mistake in signing lecter requesting the calling of
a another [constitutional] convention. Although | did it with the best
of feelings towards Sister Wells.!” Went to meeting in the evening Bro

Sbevenson o II|'I[11 the entire EVENINE.




. e
M Baitle for the Ballot

31 Miss Cousins was at the Reaper’s to day. Mrs. Flranklin] 5. Lichards
and | delevered letter o Mrs. E. B. Wells. Was interviewed in the evening by
Margaret Caine™* who thought the letter was wrong Jer'? and I satup with
some of the children ro see the old year our

fan 1, 1895 SNOWINE ‘IL' and 1 called on Mrs. W. C. Moms Father,
Uncle Gid, wenrt in curter, {fine] sleighing

Jan 2 Met E. B, Wells had a long talk on the sufferage question paid
my yearly fee. 3d. Very busy making dresses for 8. School party. Clera'™ was
here and spent the afternoon

Fri 4th Got children off to party Went late to Emily Clavsons to
Primary O." meeting to arange about Miss Chapins class which was
imediately afterward I remained and enjoyed it

Nai In the .':.r-.':_'Tﬂ-_lh.’: went to Mrs. Bearty's tea she Eave il'||1 raise
funds ro send delegare 1o Adanta’ 6 Remained at home Jer being poarly
Mon 7 Went to R. C.77 in the afternoon and Y. L."" meeting in the eve. which
met at 5. Rockwells was asked to write for their paper called at Georgie’s
going home to see Lylie abour taking parr in a Primary encerrainment Wi,
g very busy Peral. E.* left. Daisy* and | did work artended Ter{ritorial]
S.|uffrage]} executive meeting | refused to withdraw my name frem lecrer
because the ladies T signed with were not present with the exceprion of Mr,
F. 8. Richards It was quite late when | returned home being to lat for supper
I'bur 11 Frank was sick to day, did nox go to Primary Borrowed $10.00 from
Mrs \'\"lllulc'} iHT.IL"L[L"' to get his glasses

Fri 12 Worked hard at 4 o'clock went ro Miss Chapins class™ came home
in time to get supper 4 of the children have gone to a party at Mrs Pollocks

Sai i 5 hurryed all day o get o the club and found it wis not to be
lII!l||| t he :‘\E:[',

Sumday Wene to hear Miss Phebe Cousins lecture on the silver
conspiracy.” Which she did in a very able manner, Jer wenc alsi

Twes Went ro sufferage meeting in the afternocon and Plres] Club in
the evening.

Fri 18 Miss Chapin class was dismissed as the members wewe all falling
ofl

Sat worked very hard all day in the evening finished writng the Ten
Virgins.*4

Feb oth Have been to busy to remember my journal when Imight have
taken time to write in it_Jan 290h went to Relief Sociery.® Sister & § Taylor?
spoke to us asking our faith and prayers as she was going to Vashington
to represent the Young ladie Tuer Feb sth. Wenr to S.A. heard Pol [W. M.]
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Stewert and [Dr.] S, B. Young also a Mr Adams from N Da [North Dakocal*”’

On sufferage tried to vote ;_{il“.r! petitiion bl_lt L.l.|i \I n"r”- “.’r‘l- ‘t\hl nt 1o 5!-’:’.[:1’ [.

Stevenson's birthday party had a glorious time Sister B.{athsheba) Smich and
Helen (M.} Whitney were present. Sister Sarah Phelps spoke in toungs® with
great power insomuch that the floor and the chairs and our limbs trembled,
she blessed Sister Whiting, who was an invalid for years said we should know
a year hence wether God spoke or not, the Sisters laid hands on Sister W. and
prayed for her speedy recovery Sister N C. Taylor being mouth

Fri 15 Went to Weiler Horne's funeral. In the evening tended 5.L Co.
Sufferage Ass.”” enterrainment to celebrate Susan B. Anthony's birthday.

Sat eve Wenr to P. Club Sister .“{hipp " had gone to Washingron®* I was
chosen to represent the club at the Federation

Swm 17 | have been to evening meeting Bro Eli Pierce told us thar
General Carter of Industrial Army fame on the day of his departure made
these remark. Thar slaves were or words to that effect rising up against their
masters and would shortly plunge the U.S. in blood that ic was bur the sequal
to the Civil War. Being a fulfillment of J. Smuth’s prophecy

Frr. 22 Last Monc
as a birthday present to Sister E. B, Wells who is now in Washingron.?®

ay ar the Reapers Club we voted to send §oct a piece

Tue Wenrt to suffrage meecing we decided to interview the delegates to
the Constitutional Convention®® Sister Ebba Hyde and myself were appointed
D St _";,u'ruui “l ! ”:H R:qu.lJ’1| [(r} |..||’It!1r:l .IJI1.] .\'IT I\"."||||.1m [J ]
Vanhorne'” On thursday attended Primary and « hanged my name so thar it
would go on the minutes from I’r-ll}.' ro Ructh M. | rh-hllcht it would prevent
confusion in the furture. Tu—dd) the children are out of school and I want o
do some sewing if | can ger rime

2 48h Sunday Sick had cramps

Mon
not think the constitution was the place for sufferage to come up* Went to

see Mrs, McVicker abour the federation. I forgot to write that last Friday

24 | interview delegares Mr Hill was favorable Mr Vanhorn did

night Jer rold me he was going to che store and he did not come home till
next day | was quite worried was afraid something had happened to him |
don't like to be rreated thac way.

I am afraid their are many little incidents my journal will nor ger. |
am so busy 1 do not get time to attend to it but to day the 60b of March |
arrended the Federution business meeting, this morning and rthis afternoon
a et q_-i\t|r1|| Eiven [o rh:' dr]c}-:._l!r\_ hllli ar [h:' \\'nrm-n-\ lrhjlh[l’h'.i h-‘umt-"
everything went along nicely I was appointed one of a commuttee to organize

womans clubs throughout the territory, but declined my home duties are too




¢ for the Ballat

pressing. Two subjects of the Press Clubs were accepted for discussion at the

May meeting in {}gdtr: Yesterday attended o ."-Ir.'f’.l“.-;'

Mon. gave my paper Herbert Spencer and Frances Hodgson Burnett!
at the Reapers

Sar 2nd Called ar Georgie's, the s WIng lass met there had refreshments
then went to Do R, [illegible] abour the Federation

Fri attended Mrs C E, Dye's Funeral,

.”..’J i | \:{"l:lﬁ {_"d]]i:i| CO a e l”'."-'- (§1§] |||_i,' _':I,II'-T'-L‘J'LL'j__‘._'(‘ r.]u{-:ﬂ 10N at h,{,!|',|h||
M. Kimballs but could not remain it being to near the dinner hour,

12 Attended Relief Socity

I3 Wenr to W (_{IG.‘["i Directors meeting

[ 4 Saw |.)"I_ R}hj}‘;‘ and decided 1O pOsSpOne I'I'=_"'-‘= and I\_:_
in her and Sister E B Wells honor till Sarur

CTsS MOeCting

nighr on account of B

Hornes parey

Sat 161h Had a pleasant time at the Club Mrs E B. Wells and Dr. Shipy
gave interesung acoounts ol -'!l- Ir visit to the 1".1-\-'

1 7th Bro Brigham Young [Jr.] spoke this evening his theme was 1o not
mix o much wicth oursiders?

Mon 18 Met with 5. A in convention at City and County l"”!‘]'“}:

driafted memorial being one of the commirteet”

18 Presented memarial to committee on \ull"c-r':l';;r WS YOIy courteously
treated we all fele ic a great day in the history of Urah 47 the Commitree
informed us they had passed on W. 8. being ten to five in favor. Friday am
invited to meet the commitree in the Probate Court room. When I hope to
se¢ inside of Stare convention Hall . * |

Fri. 22 Met with committee and decided to ask for 2 room not now in

| 1 1 > 1 e il 4
use for the purpose or _!'t:-,\lni!'r.,j public meetings tor, ladies. of cours

Thur 28. A very rainy day bue | arrended the convenrion to hear the
debate on the Sufferage question Mr B. H. Roberts was very eloquant bus
his only argument was that he thoughe it would defer statehood. !

31 Tt is grand-pa Fox's*" birthday, Wi
to dinner.

el all the members of his tamily

April 1. O dear | have worn myself out to-day. Have been to the
convention all day and stood up all che time with the exception of a lictle
while that I sac on the tabble Mr Roberts was to give his eration bur did
not have time so it went over till next i1.l!. Whar a shame he does not use
his eloquience in a better cawse 2md arrended W. S, meeting Dr Fergusen
thought if we had petitioned it would have been a benefit but we shall see

Wad 34 Was called out suddenly to circulate petions™ met with good
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success Thurs 4 went with petitions a lictle while again but did so dislake o
visit the business block

Fri. Press Club met in the evening had a pleasant time adjourned
early to discuss the sufferage question every one present and there was some
gentlemen, expressed themselves as being in favor of irs being adobted and
put in the Constitution®® The article giving women the Franchise }!Li:i:,-':'d in
the convention to day 75 to 135 but it 1s expected to be brought up again
S0 I am afraid the fight is not over

Sar afternoon arrended conference. Bro Snow and Bro Talmage addressed
us. S 7 went to conference both meetings The First Presidency occupied
r|n- LI

Twe. Went to muooueal

Wed o Have been arround 2 gain with petitions to fiind our who are
willing the Sufferage Clause should remain in the Constitution met wich
very good success

Apr 14 Sunday. Jette is 21 vo-day should like to have remembered him
but did not feel able. 1 5¢h Clara’s birchday made her a call after Reapers Club
also attended P. C. called for the purpose of considering wether we should
entertain ofhcers of Federation Teer. attended S Ass, Thars, As usual went to
Primary

May 11 have been very busy housecleaning with that exception nothing
ol importance has happened to me personally although the air seems full of
misfortune, excepting the entercaining of the Federation officers. We had a
VELV |‘-l'!'.1\‘ll'1| Lume |'I:|I' wWias _a_‘.rc'.'.iTi"-' l_{[ﬁ.i_["[ﬂ”l'l[".'l! On aCcount of Mster |' H
Wells being unable to arrend also D Ellis Sha P SO Wi hacl to do the best we

ould. 1 was chosin ro preside.

19th S0 many things have happened since I wrote last, in fact

Sum. Many
I have been too busy ro wrice. There was the receprion given to the delegates
ro Constitutional Convention, ar the [Horel] Templeton. which I artended
and enjoyed very much. Then the visit of Susan B. Anthony* and the Rev.
Anna Shaw"* whom we met at the depot last Sunday morning on the 12th
We had breakfast ar che Templeton, about 40 of us and Thurs had a nice
ride arround che City using the Utah and other carriages then it was meeting
meeting meeting which I enjoyed very much®® and now comes the meeting of
the Federation of Clubs in Ogden to which | am a delegate from the Reapers
We go on the 22nd

May 27 The meeting of the Federation was a success in every way The
topics were particularly fine. The one by Anna K. Hardy's and Lizzie Wilcox
being very creditable o our clubs™7 I was made a director of the Federanion
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our Press Club mer Fri. 24th I'was chosen on a -'L bare
{ money the one for Americ For the sake of argument | am weake the
negarive ~::':e ¥

Sar Jume 15 The Press club was entertained by Mrs. | Camern Brown

|\.l|| i i"li'.i‘u.l.!"lt ime I wrote for the oci asion '[.\kn -\|1|;'_\ L_H-,ii quesion Whu h
| read and they seemed o enoy. 1605 we visited Aunt Purdie herson Gid
being Very sick.

18 Went to R, Sociery in the evening accended a SUCPTiSe Paty given
in honor of Sister Mary Freeze?” in 14 wd, it was unusually fine b oh! the
dressing down Mr B H. Roberts got from Joseph F. Smirch I really elr sorry
for him®

Sar 22 Went to both meetings of primary conference

|

Mon June 24 started to the summer school ar cthe university an raking

grammar and [".":;.;'!i_\il Literature do Mg | shall make a success & it shall

have to work ve eep up in Grrammar
8 Wenr to the Temple to do some sealing wich Jerre

July Sun 14 nothing of importance has happened exceptingthat the
Republican women are forming Legues® | have been made Treasuer of the
Ter State Organization. I do hope they will not engender bad feeling in their
division on party lines for my part I care nothing for politics It is Memonism
or nothing for me. Wad. T am to recite ar Saltair for the R, 8. I do hee 1 shall
do it creditably.

_j'-'Jr1 21 Well I went On the eXCursion gave ont HI-IT‘.'L' own precs | Buess
I did allright as so many people wanted a opy. dar the 20 1 was invted wich

some other ladies to meet with the gentlemen’s Co HE can Cenmittee

" " " "
we had a very mce meetung. In the ew ning the 8

=5 H'.'!""ili":'i_.. League

called a meeting which I artended This afternoon Sun. | went to the Toernacle

4 July pioneer day wenc with Jet to the Lake had a barh Fri 5th | was
notihed that 1 was one of the ladies chosen on the 5. L. Co. R. Conmirttes
Aneg
the reception Commirttee Republican day at Saltair which meers
Muon. 26. Yestreday 22 arcended Salr Lake Co. {Republican] Cavention
wis there till 3 o clock in the morming 1 nominated Mrs Well for the
[illegible} Homse which was carried Mrs Lillie Pardee carried for theSenate.!

23 Since last writing | have been chosen one of the ladieso act on

Today Emma Empey and myself went to Farmingron to a Rep. Cowvention
Sept 15t T ami so busy that I almost forget my journal Bro Fox ad | went
to the Lake Republican day had a very pleasant time. Twes. 27 of Ag. | went
o \.;'-l'.llr\' in the sixth w ard on registranon
Fr b 1 went to Brigham City with Sister E B Wells to cganize a
R. Womens « i;1l’-.
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We recurned home with Jer who had been to Preston the following

We had a meeting in the opera house staid with Bro. Rich and had a very
II.'IL'.:\.IIII time. To day | have been home all day chere was no one to stay with
the children so did not go to meering. 1 have been invited to speak ar the
Re. Rarification to morrow eve my speeches a8 yet are very short not being

to it™ Sepr 12 the Y. Ladies M. held there annl [illegible] chis

ACCUS COMIE
eve, here
Sept 15 Since | last wrote I have been to Payson Spanish Fork and to
American Fork to attend Republican meetings 1 also went to speak in the 1
[illegible} Ward rues the 1octh bur did not do very well. 1 felt very timid. |

g e, = T
forgot to state char | was made chairman of the 2nd precent lachies republican

anse I was a Mormon they wanted me o take

lub 1 did not wamnit
i W Were organizec .\l::, “-"[: 1505

Sept 17 Gave report of 2nd Precent in the Grand Opera house today
|

where the Republican lady’s held a

Sepi went to South Cortonwood Ward with Mrs E B Wells to ralk

eCcting

Republicanism
24 Was chosen President of che young ladies of the 14 ward
27 went to sugar house to the house of Sister Mary Young to speak on
politics
» spoke in the 15t precine to the woman of the Rep. ( lub
Oct 8 held a very soccessful meeting in thi 2nd precint :-t.'r\'in.u_

refreshments at the close

O¢r 1 2 Artended Reapers Club. | happened ro give in as a current event,
Powers play against the Priesthood for the democrati party, but withdrew
It as Our lub 1s divided in _'\--_:1.';: ij?'.x! some o the ladies '!h-t.uiir we \!":w’-i.'.i-.l

take no note of it on thar account. Bur I chink it quite serious

Swn. 20 Mrs Evan's has come to pay me a visit she 15 80 yrs old and
nearly blind

21 went to south jordan wicth Mrs Edna Smith™ to speak at a political
meeting, Pres Smith came to Depot to meet his wile with his whiskers tied
back with a handkerchief.”" 25 Went with the young Ladies to take a parcy
of Aggie and Annie Campbells house as a recognition of their efficing labors
in the M.1. Ass Sat 26 rook part in che ladies Hl'F\IJJ\lIL an parade which was
a I;_'fi,'.tl SLICCTSS

Mon 28 Attended Reapers Club again a democratic member had a
hance to defend Judge Powers

Ot Twer 29 Discontinued the meetings of the Womans R League acr the

meeting Bo Roberts posed as a blacksmith be:ng [illegible]
| | |




Mt
Fr: 11t The republican ladies met at my home to day o see whar we could
do abour a lunch for che workers on election day And this evening | have
beéen to the theatre to hear B. H. Roberts speak on democracy some of his
remarks | enjoyed some I coud have wept over. Day before yestreday Bro
George (Q Cannon was accused of saying a cerrain thing in Box Elder in a
sermon he preached there which he promptly denied and afterward he was
told that he did say it by some of the brethren though he could not remember
it he accepted their statement and made a public acknowledgement and
withdrawal®™ 1 feel very sorry for him and | felt sorry for Roberts when he
said the church had meddled in politics and he cared not who the meddler
was he should be branded as an enemy to the church and a craitor to the State
Sar 2 Went 1o Young ladies in the maorming, officers meeting, In the
afrernoon went to the W .Ii;\t,l Pavillion setcled the affairs of the precint Rg-[\
Club and found we did not have to serve lunch as che candidares wives were
going to attend to it. In the evening went to East Bounriful to \.pml\ ar
a Republican meering, but did not make myself know[n]l, Mrs Clark who
should have been there not being forth comming. I staid all mighr with
Elisabech Fox and visited Jessie Stephen and Eva Grane returning in che
nfrernoon, Men eve 4 went to Rep. Rally in the theatre Tas eve. It is election
dlay, have been o the YL.M.L A, do not know as vet how it will turn out bu
|||| not cCare IllLIt'h. I_‘lt:it,'l\.‘r_' we ||.i\'t' Eot ."ir.llt'jml:d ."l.';.\llrt_'d SO fil'r A% H]L vore 1%

concerned and that means sufferage for women.™

NI][['\

Ruth May Fox. "My Story,” MS, Utah State Histonical Society, Salt Lake Ciry
2 Ibid

X Ibid
4. Ibid,
5. Ibid,

6, The Utah Woman's Press Club was organized October 31, 1891, by Emmeline
B. Wells. The club was open to women writers with published works
Furtherance of literary development and women's interests were two of the
club’s objectives. Meetings were held in the Woman't Exporent offices, Dr. Ellis
R. Shipp’s office in rhe Constitution Building, or in members’ homes. Ruth
May Fox served in all offices of the club from its first creasurer ro president

Phoebe Wilson Couzins, 18397-1913, was the first woman law graduare

from \\Z"a_~h|n&::;rn l_:l'il\'_'l'\l.li in Saint Lows, Missouri, in 1871, A promuanent

T —

S —
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figure in the national suffrage movement, she traveled extensively lecturing on
suffrage. Ar odds with the narional suffrage organization, she started lecruring
on her own in the early 1800s, supporting temperance and other reforms
Turning against her former causes in later years, she denounced woman suffrage
and became a Washingron lobbyist for the Unired Brewer's Associarion.

See Salr Lake Tribume. December 30, 1804, for text of speech.

Dr. Ellen Brooke Ferguson, 1844—1920, was a physician who was widowed
a lew years after moving to Salt Lake City, Active in the woman's suf-
frage movement, she received a call along with Zina Young from Mormon
church authorities in 188 1—shortly before she left for New York for further
education—to be an advocare of woman suffrage and defend polygamy. For
these causex she gave many lectures duning her stay in the East and developed
significant contacts with imporrant suffrage leaders. She remained an active
supporter of the Mormon church until around 1896 when she became asso-
ciated with Theosophy, which she embraced. She severed her relations wach
the Mormon church and moved o New York where she died at che age of
SEVENIY-8IX

Territonial Board of the Utah Woman Suffrage Associanion, formed in 188g
and affiliated with the National Woman Suffrage Assocuition. For further
information see Beverly Beeron, “Woman Suffrage in the American West,
186¢—1 806" (Ph.D, diss., Universicy of Utah, 1976): 128-31.

Emmeline Blanche Woodward Wells, 1828-1921, She joined the Mormon
church in 1842 and evenrually emigrated to Utah. She married Daniel H.
Wells, a prominent Mormon, and devoted a greae deal of time to church work,
the sulfrage movement, and journalism. She served as president of the Relief
Society as well as editor of the Weman's Expoment, organ to the Reliet Sociery
She also served as |1r:-\|fit'nl' of the Umah Woman Suffrage Associarion during
the period when full suffrage was secured

There were two Margaret Caines, Margaret N, Caine, wile of John T. Camne,
Urah's delegare to Congress, and Margaret A. Caine, a widow, This diary entry
most likely refers to Margarer A. due o her somewhar meek artitude toward
the constitutional convention.

Jesse Williams Fox, Jr., 18Bs2-1928, her husband,

Clara, Most likely the daugheer of Mrs, Saxcon, whom Ruth's facher muarned
shortly afrer they arrived in America,

The Primary organization is for Moermon children

In January 1895 Emmeline B. Wells, accompanied by Marilla M. Daniels from
Provo and Aurelia S, Rogers from Farmingron, attended the Nacional Woman
Suffrage Assocmtion convention in Aclanta

The Reaper's Club was organized in 1892, mainly for those women who could
not qualify for the Press Club but were interested in the same pursuits. Ruch
May Fox was never as active in this club as m the Press Club mainly because

it met during the day when it was more difficult for her to arrend
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Retr v Brizham Y g | i laghters (o
; n il wi x [ soon be urchwide
organization for young women, and eventually i1s name was chang to Young

Ladies’ Muruial Improvement Associarion. Ruth May Fox was moe active in
this organization, serving as its general jore siclent from 1929 10 1

Muost likely someone who helped with the housework

Her daugheer Ruth Clare Fox, 1879-1061

Son Jesse May Fox, 1874-1947

Ending her formal education ar an early age, Ruth occasionally pok corre

-|"'||\-|'§'['|lt clasges and summer classes from the University of Ush in such

thi 1w TLIest T dr a ex st o )
’ inn Borf Sy e S ce Robert
Ouestl ] I M + Mapa: Mirch 18
C. C. Goodw A View &= 5 _'-__'[‘].;- 8| The I
Mo » LApr Hg 4

mis during her liletime and 1

She wrote o I

shed one volune of verses

Rurh May Fox, May Blesoms (Salr Lake City: General Board of -he Young
Ladies’ Murual Improvement Association, 1923)

The Relief Sociery was organized tor the women of the Mormon curch
Elmina SJIL:[L-UJ Taylor, iByo—1004, |\||'\.|-|L'|I[ of the YLMIA -||I|i'u_l_ 1 HH
1904

For summary of meeting see Woman's Exponent, '\|-r:| 5, 18G5

{ d the "Gift of Tongues,” it was common, during religiouroccasions
SPeC the women of the carly Mormon church, to spe
i IS1ER L Al B T T L
Alterwand, SOMEenne wWoll terp \ 1 o said. { 1l
€ Morr ri: W Early ( ridge, Mass: En
Limuated 7 -
[t was also commaon until 1914 for women in the Mormon church tadminiseer

to sick women and children. Ibid., 17
Following the formation of the Utah Woman Suffrage Associaran, counry
chaprers were organized as well, Beeton, "Woman Suffrage in th American
West, 1869—1H06," 131

Dr. Ellis Reynolds Shipp, 18471930, Besides having a medical gacrice she
served on the general board of the Reliet Society and belonged o both th
Reaper's and the Uah Woman's Press Club
President Ellis R Shipp and Emmeline B. Wells wer

as anives to the Natonal Coun

in Washineton, D.(
Urah Wonan's Press

Bgy—1808." MS, Umh Stare |

beng first vice-president of the Press Club, ¢ Fesent it at
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Smuth's “Grear in Docrnine and Covenants, sec
And it shall come to pass, after many days. slaves shall rnse up against their
mascers, who shall be marshaled and disciplined for war

See noce 42

Ihe main interest of the Utah Woman Suffrage Associacion during this period
was to persuade the delegates to che constitutional convention to frame a
constitution which would include equal rights for women as well as men,
rather than be submitted as a separate proposal

s to the constiturional convention from the Sale Lake Ciry

All were dele

Second Precince. 1 nuon, 189, Offusal Report of the
Procecid s mad ) ThY, 4 7. 1900
Both eventua o petitien for a [arati it

i Ibid., 1:8s
Emma |. McVicker, 1846-

non=-Mormon community leader. She was the only woman SUpeTInier lent of
public schools in Urah, tor three months in 19
Apparently her husband kepr irregular hours, as in her aurobiography she

wrote: ‘My Eoglish craining had firred me o0 be a conscientious wife. Three

meals o day, on time, was always che rule in my Facher's home M}.' hushand,
however, was not quite so particular as to the time or place, | had ro discipling
mvsclf, which wis not _|||.'-..-1!,1-' casy as | had a oLl k temper and a strong sense

of pusrice Fiox My Story

||-.n|:.,' the A

Locared at 14°

the | hing % .
] INg wa rMmment
v of Tarsin wind v thetr
f the enfor Is law. | vears of existence only ren
women Connecied with podygamy sougnt shelter, and the Duailding ¥
A aucCtion i 15809 [or a racrion of 1ts ornEimal Cost

|'|||iu|-' \i encer, 182 -IQC3, & i"l:’!li!‘-lJ|"||"|' and aucthor who .1!'ll'l',:"-|':d oo

explain Darwinism and other popular thoughe of the day. Frances Eliza

| JI\III'_'\HII HBurnecr, 18 {9—1924, 4 noted author whose most remembered work
is Lettle Lovd Fawntleroy,

Woman's Co-operative Mercantile and Manufacturing Instirution, established
in 1800 to sell locally ['-r{hjun_c_-d g:q:._{u Shares 11 the OrgANIZATION Were sold

by Relief Societies for five dollars e

This was & combined meeting of the Utah Woman's Press and Re aper s clubs

Brigham Young Ir an apostle i the Mormon

f N March 18, 18as

sen by the UWSA




March
fhind anv eood rezsons why women of Utah should 1
On March 28 the majority report of the committee was placed

convention for debare. B. H. Roberts spoke against the inclusion of woman

suffrage as he fele thar it would endanger statehood: "It is a sacrifice that |
believe the wamen of chis Territory are capable of making.” Proceedings 1:426
Jesse Williams Fox, Sr., 1B19-94, wus the surveyor general of Utah, 18§28y,
and Sale Lake City surveyer, (Hg1-96

Opponents of the suffrage 1ssue wanted 10 submitted separatelv: wd even
PE I

1 the issue of woman suffrage seemed settled inch

|
man suftrape continged o T

1 ;;. (RUA il rehes 1o

tudon and s N

tion that the club merning be resolvd oo

it of Wt each person givoag “the

strongest reason she has for desining suffrag According o the minure, “Mrs

R. M. Fox sud thar e rsomally she felr equal to any emergency. In resdng her

Bible she found thar man and women were created equal, (,:]LHlll'll a seitiment
from Lurher and made remarks thereon, Thought most emphatially the
article should be in the constitution,” Utah Woman's Press Club, "Nifnioes,
1 Bpg—rHoH.”

[he vote was actually: Ayes, 79; Noes, 14; Absent, 12. Proceedings, 1067

Susan Brownell Anthony, 182019 was the president of the Mational
Woman Suffrage Association duning 1892-19 Besides working for  federal
she also spent a great deal of time helping wih stat

Ha 1 y w4 il i oielf. Wa five in

movement ad vice-preswdent of

qurng 1892-1904

The l_-uli!-l_'r;_':n_l;‘ held in Sale Lake (€ Ity was one of four ;-l.‘u'|.r|;-1 rar alfferent

places in the country during rthat year by the National Woman fulfrage
Association to promote womin suffruge. At the time 1t was planned iowas not
known that cthe issue of woman suffrage would already be setrled. Foorext of
speeches see Salr Lake Trifune, May 14, 14, and 15, 1805.

Lizzie S. Wilcox of the Urah Woman's Press Club pave a talk encicled “¥Yomen
in Journalism.” Annie Kavy Hardy of the Re aper’s ( lub gave an addres on the

= i i -[-F'.l'_f':ll'u.'__' "\c||.|] for Garl ['|.| full report of

convention, se Dpden

Standard, Mav 23 and 24, 189%

whe L. Yoo

marive side was assipned ro Mr

Minutes, 18«
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Mary A. Burnham Freeze, 18357—1912, served on the general board of the

Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Assocution from 1898 until her 4
i 1912, She was also a member of the Press Club and active in the suffrage
MOvVEment

She elaborared on the incident in her autobiography "My Story” as she wrote
“Evidently President Joseph E Smich did nor approve of the course taken by
Brother Roberrs, for ar an evening entercainment he spoke earnestly on whart
he considered the unwisdom of some of the members of the Constiturional
Conventiorn,

Ruth May Fox's husband joined the Democratic parey. After attending a
meeting in Logan, Utah, where John Henry Smich and John Morgan spoke on
Republicanism, she joined the Republican party as she believed “in protecrion
and cenrralizanion of power The facr cthat Emmeline B. Wells had joined the
Republican party may have influenced her also

She felr thar she had been appoinred because sae was a woman, as she later wrote

in “My Story On July 25, I was invired to meet with the men’s R:-'pui:‘i'
County Commuatiet Jlnr!flll.it'iﬂi.: suttrage lor women, the men were VYIOgE
with each other in consideration for rhe ladies. The next day I was informed
that 1 had been chosen a member of the Sale Lake County Commitree.”

After the constirutional convention the women of the stare continued in
politics by joining political parties and working to get candidates in ofhce
who were sympachetic to their causes. During the Republicun convention Mrs,
Emma McVicker was also nominated for superintendent of public instruction,
It was declared that although women could not vare yer, it was possible for
men to vote for women. But finally the women's names were withdrawn from
the ticket for fear that the ticket might be voted down

She evadently arrended the mesting but lost her nerve and did not speak, as in

her autobiography she wrote: “In September | was scheduled o speak ar the

ratification meeting in the Salt Lake Theatre. Though | had preg ared whar |
thought was a wonderiul 5{.‘1:&.!], and though | attended the meeTing, I lost
my nerve and hid away in the crowd

Political issues entered in everywhere at the time, as she larer wrote in "My
Story”: “How des ply party lines were cutting across and through non-polirical
groups may be illuscrated by occurrences at successive meetings of the Reapers’
Club. At the Ocrober 12 meeting in speaking by assignment on ‘Current
Events,' | referred to a dramatic speech againse the Priesthood by O. W,
Powers, a non-Mormon and a Democrac. | was asked to withdraw my comment
because the Club members were divided on political questions. Parrisanship
was revealed again ar the next meering when one of the members talked in
detense of Judge Powers

Wife of Mormon President Joseph E Smith

Afraid of being arrested for cohabitation he wore the disguise
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28, 18ags, without esent. Hi ipparcnly

he electiorby a large

majoriey, and the stituton, containing the ws approved
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Gentle Persuaders
Utah’s First Women Legislators

JEAN BicKMORE WHITI

Tlu' night of Nov mber 3, 18o6, marked the end of an eleccion char is
]1;-”|1-.|[:|',,- Ijl]';|]|']I;i'1\|'¢| in the state’s history for inrense interest and biceer
division over a major issue, It also marked the end of a race char arcracred
national atrention—a contest for a state Senate seat that involved a prominent
Mormon polygamist and his fourth wift

Ti'l:t' MEor 1ssue in the electnion was -‘.'i\-r'l'_ one Eh.i[ 'vl'l.ll' I.'-Iilh
H(_'P'u.h]h ans into two rival camps ane badly hampered their campaign efforts.

-hi.!|:|_._- a note of human interest to the election, Urah's III'.':xr SHIMCE
statehood. was a contest in the Sixth Senatorial District in Salc Lake Counry,

. Angus M. Cannon, Sr., and his physician wife, Dr. Martha Hughes

Cannon, were competing

w any mixture they might choosd It was not rrue, as has often been stated,
thar Dr. Cannoi her husband were running drracrly against each ocher
E".L. =_||!_i3.5 have won seats, oOr bsoor | ould have lost lfh.“.’ they were 10 a

\ Ultah Historical Ouarterly 38 (Winter 1970): 31—49 H;E\.‘Jr\[s.i I-'!_\'

PErmission




Battle for the Ballnt

lively contest, with Democrats benehting from strong senciment for William
Jennings Bryan at the head of their ticket. It i1s small wonder, as the daughter
of Angus M. and Martha Hughes Cannon has recalled, thar her father was
"sweating blood™ on election night as he waited for the returns.' Two proud
and strong-willed individuals were in contest where someone'’s pride was
likely to be hure.

When che returns were in, Dr, Cannon was one of the five Democrats
elected in the districe, having polled 11,413 votes. Her husband, who wis
expecred to benefit by his prominence as president of the Salt Lake Srake
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, drew only 8,742 votes
Dr. Cannon ran behind the rest of the Democratic-Populist ticket, while her
husband ran ahead of all bur one of the five Republican candidates. Also
running on the Republican ticket was one of Dr. Cannon's personal friends
and co-worker for many years in the woman suffrage movement, Emmeline
B, Wells.*

Dr. Cannon had become the first woman stare senator in the United
Srtates in a contest with both her husband and her close friend—a dramartic
beginning for a legislative career

During the campaign this contest had ateracted considerable actention,
with two daily newspapers lining up on opposite sides. The Sa/t Lake Teibune,
which was Republican oriented, supported Angus M. Cannon, while the
Democratic Saft Lake Herald supported his wife. The public followed the
contest with some amusement through the pages of che newspapers. In
response to a Herald wniter's suggestion that Dr. Cannon would be the betrer
choice as a I{'_L'L-pi.:hn'. the Trivwme oftered some advice to her husband: “We

do not see anything for Angus M. to do but to either go home and break

a bouquer over Mrs. Cannon’s head, 1o show his supenionty, or to go up 1o
the Herald office and break a chair over the head of the man who wrote that
discurber of domestic peace

Women also won other legislative contests in Urah. In elections tor the
state House of Representatives, two women competed in Salt Lake Counry,
one in Weber County, and one in Urah County. Two Democratic candidates
won: Mrs. Sarah E. Anderson of Ogden and Mrs. Euriche K. LaBarche of Salt
Lake Ciry.

In the Third Senatorial Districe, which included Davis, Rich, and
Morgan counties, a prominent Republican woman, Mrs. Lucy A. Clark, was

defeated by Aquila Nebeker, a Democratic rancher, for the district’s only

Senate scat. During the campaign, Nebeker was candid abour the agony he

ani. I am 10 an awkward

get out, people will say |
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am frightened. If | do make a struggle for the place, the same people will
declare thar | am fighting a woman. Then if [ win, no one will concede that
any credit is due me, while defear would make me the laughing stock of the
whole stare.™

It seems thar the presence of women in Utah's first statewide election
was not accepted with complete equanimity, despite the fact that three
women were elected to the legislacure and eleven women were elected to
the position of county recorder. All of the women legislative candidates ran
behind their rickers, which may indicate that many Urah voters were not yet
willing to accept women in legislative halls

By the time Utah gained statehood, women had some practical experi
ence as party workers and voters. Utah women had voted in territorial days,
from 1870 until they were deprived of the vote by the Edmunds-Tucker Act
in 1887. Women had served on party committees, had formed political clubs,
and had been wooed with promises of suffrage by both major parties when
delegates to the 18g5 constitutional convention were chosen

During the convenrion, delegates were often reminded of those pledges,
not only by the speakers but by the determined suffragists who crowded
around the convention hall and listened to the debates wich intense interest
One of the most vocal champions of woman suffrage was Orson E Whitney, a
prominent Mormon leader and historian, who pictured women's participation
in politics as a giant leap toward purification of government and society
Denying that women were meant only to be mothers and housekeepers,
Whitney went on to say:

| believe the day will come when through that very refinement,
the elevating and enncbling influence which woman exerts, in
conjunction with other agencies that are at work for che betterment
of the world, all thar is base and unclean in politics . . . will be “burnt
and purged away,” and the great result will justify woman's present
participation in the cause of reform. . . . It is woman’s destiny ro have
a voice in the affairs of government. She was designed for it. She has
a right to it. This great social upheaval, this woman’s movement
that is making itself heard and felr, means something more than
that certain women are ambitious ro vore and hold office. | regard
it as one of the great levers by which the Almighey is lifting up this

fallen world, lifting it nearer to the throne of its Creator

Whitney was answering the arguments of many who opposed placing

the woman suffrage clause in the new constiturion—most notably the popular
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Mormaon ofhcial and orator, B. H. Roberts. During the course of the debartes
over thus issue, some of the mMusgmvings .I.!"'ULIT WOmen 1n F"ﬁ'iltﬂ_'_- WETE \'UELLL"!_
and some of the problems of woman suffrage peculiar to Urah were brought
into the open

It should be realized thar the woman suffrage 15sue was interwowven
with the long Mormon-Gentile scruggle for elecroral strength during the
territorial period. The law granting women the vore in territonal elections
wis passed in 1870 with the active support of Brigham Young. It was opposed
by non-Mormans generally in the ternitory and was challenged in territorial
courts on at least two occasions. The provision of the Edmunds-Tucker Act in
1887 wit |h|r.|u.|nl|._' the right of woman suffrage seems to have sprung froma
desire to reduce the number of Mormon voters and ro add the weight of non-
Mormons (particularly that of such single men as miners and railroad workers)
in Uwah politics. Through the years, the woman suffrage movement in Urah
had che blessing of the First Presidency of the Mormon church; the wives of
apostles had been among its leaders. By 1895 the issue of woman suffrage was
one that divided many—Dbut by no means all—Mormons and non-Mormons.
One of the main arguments of B. H. Roberts against the ing lusion of woman
suffrage in che constirucion was char it would cause non-Mormons (as well
as those Marmons who were not enthusiastic abour having women vote) to
VOLEe against the new constitucion and end Unh's hopes for stacehood.

According to Apostle Abraham H. Cannon, members of the church
First Presidency and Quorum of Twelve Apostles were divided over the
question of including a woman suffrage arccle in the stare constitution,
fearing that “agitation” of the issue would openold Mormon-Gentile political
wounds and lead to the rejection of the constitution and statehood.”

There could be little fear char women would “take over™ |--.:!1ru..1] ]H-{'
by sheer numbers. In 1890 United States Census re ports showed rhar males
imn ll'll Lerrirory I!llllllll’lhirt'ﬂ'ii 1{'I'II.1]('\ i1_\ | -l.lhl.|llrl.l| margin, 11 {('l"-, o

97,442, By 1805 the territorial census showed a population of 126,803 males
and 120,521 females, still a comfortable edge for the masculine population
in the unlikely event that a political issue should sharply divide the sexes.”

Instead, delegates to the convention voiced fears thar women would not
act independently in political life bur would obey the dictation of husbands
and fachers, It was also asserted that women were of a "higher” nature, not
suited to enter the political jungle. Some predicted that women would lose
their finer vircues and be "unsexed” in the process of gaining political rights,
becoming deeply involved in political life and destroying the rranquilicy
of their homes. No less a personage than Cardinal Gibbons was quoted by

Roberts, warning against the extension of political rights to women
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Christian wives and mothers, | have said you are the queens of

the domesric kingdom. f you would retain that empire, shun the

political arena, avoid the rostrum, beware of unsexing yourselves. If
you become embroiled in the political agitation the queenly aureola
thar encircles your brow will fade away and the reverence thar is
paid you will disappear. If you have the vain ambition of reigning

in public life, your domescic empire will be at an end.®

Cardinal Gibbons's remarks seem to be directed beyond the question
of woman suffrage to the question of women seeking the power of political
othce. In 1895 no one knew how many would seek office—or what they
would ry o .IL'_LUI'I'I.P“hh il ﬂl‘\ Wi ‘:\.ulllll rh:-r., a5 some |‘l‘:'d|l !ul, lowse
their femininity and destroy their homes? Would they act independently or
obey their husbands’ wishes? Would they be militant reformers, trying to
impose “radical” programs on the state? Or would they simply fail ro do
anythung constractive if they gained polivical offhwce?

Some observarions relating to these questions were made after less than
two decades of statehood by a prominent Urah woman, Mrs. Susa Young
Grates. In an appraisal of che effeces of woman suffrage in the state, she wrote
that the proportion of wamen in office in the state at thar time (1913) was
small, "as most women in office in the state are domestic in their habits and
lives; they prize the franchise and use it independently, but their attention
to politics consists chiefly in their desire, nay cheir determination, o see chat
_uuuu| and honorable men ar put in ofce

Mrs. Gartes held no illusions thar women would behave very differently
in political life than men did, except perhaps to make political parties

eXire I1'|tkf.' caurious as to the moral ||'.J.:||Tlu At ons i.ﬂ_ their candidates,
particularly where “liquor and other moral affiliations of the candidates” were
concerned. ™
Women themselves roo often made the mistake of urging that the
vote will enable them to purify politics, and ro reform the world,” she wrote
"What nonsense!” Women would do as much good as men would with the
same rights, she said, and would do no more harm than men would

As for the disruprive effects of equal policical rights upon domestic life
Mrs. Gates denied that giving women the franchise had any ill effeces. "On
the contrary,” she observed, "it tends to increase woman's poise, for she has
nothing lefr to ask for, and so rurns with delighr to giving her best self, her
fuller attention in the usual channels of domestic and social life, with the

added zest of viral interest in avic affairs

With the constitutional convention debates and the observations of
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Mrs. Gartes in |||1r.|-'!_ the CArcers :_:li'-1:|:|; first three women ele IL'-I o [_-L_‘.!'I\.
legislarure will be examined in thas article. Ir should be pointed our that
effectiveness in a legislative body rarely can be determined by examining
the official records, for they tell us little abour personal influence parterns
or about all-important commitree work on bills .Imlrn.llk of the House and
Senate give hittle of the favor of the debates and none of the "behind-the-
scenes” activity, fortunately, some of chis is brought our in newspaper reporrs
and personal reminiscences. Evaluations must be made on the basis of records
and reports now aviilable—after the passage ol nearly three-quarters of a
century. Within these limitarions, the kinds of bills sponsored by Urah'’s first
three women legislators will be shown, as well as the success they had in
gerting their measures passed and the importance of some of their efforts
Urah’s two women members of the House in the Second Legislarure,
Eurithe K. LaBarthe of Salr Lake Ci
not capture as much atrention as did che more colorful state senator. However,

and Sarah E. Anderson of (]gdtn. did

each made her own contriburion ro Urah political history

Eurithe K. LaBarthe was a prominent clubwoman in Salt Lake Cicy
.J.I'Iil [hl‘.' Wil lFi all l\F"I’E"\‘I |““]PEIT1}' l]I.’.H !.ll ."‘l'll' Wils I'.ll'l 1 I.IJ.IFE_'I.' alCtIve 1n
the Lachies’ Literary Club and was president of that group at the time she
served in the legislature. Under her direction plans were made for building
a clubhouse, a structure that was opened January 1, 18g8. The clubhouse,
located berween First South and South T(-|n|1||-, 14 said to be the first clubhouse
built and owned by women west of che Mississippi River.'

Although she is usually referred to as a clubwoman—which is some-

rimes a pejorative term—Eurithe LaBarthe was also a reacher and a former

principal of a school in Colorado. Perhaps because of this experience, she
served as chairman of the i’dlj:..l[i:_‘t?i ommattes in the House. A native ol
Peoria, lllinois, she came to Urah with her hushand in 1892 and became
active in Democratic politics

Afver her legislative service, Mrs. LaBarthe moved to Denver, where
she continued to be acrive in women's club work. She returned to Utah for a
visit, became ill, and died in Sale Lake City on November 22, 1910, at the
age of sixry-hive,

The so-called "High Har Law" was Mrs, LaBarthe’s most memorable
contribution to Utah legislative history. Often cited as an example of the
toivial interests women pursue in politics, the bill provided thar “any person
attending a thearer, opera-house or an indoor place of amusement as a
spectator shall remove headwear tending o obstruct the view of any other
person.” A fine of from one to ten dollars was provided for persons convicred

of violating provisions of the acc.™
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The "High Har Law™ was vigorously defended by the Ladies Literan
Club historian a quarrer of a century after its passage:

Only those who can recollect the high hats, the broad hars, the
waving plumes and nodding Hower gardens that women carried
about on their heads chirty years ago, and who remember how
utterly impossible it was to enjoy a performance ar the thearre if
you happened to sit directly behind one of these monstrosities, can
tully appreciate how great a public benefactor Mrs. LaBarche really
was at the time. Although the "High Hat Law” was regarded at first
as "freak legislation™ by women who were averse to removing their
decorative headgear in public places, it was from the first looked
upon with favor by men, and it was not a great while before 1t

received universal approval.’

Mrs. LaBarthe introduced H.B. so establishing a curfew ordinance
1{4] Ll't'|1 thii]l‘rﬂ l':H- the SCroets at ”U—'-]" Thr.' I‘i:_-u_‘,.f: rtth[td L|||: I||||,
upon recommendacion of its Committee on Municipal Corperations, on the
grounds that such regulations should be within the province of the governing
body of cities and towns, '™

She also introduced a memaorial to Congress that was passed in substi-
tute form by both houses and approved by Governor Heber M. Wells, The
memorial asked that cthe Industrial Home on Fifth Ease, built by the federal

BOovernment as a l'i-iuj_,:l' for women and children ﬁttjng from [_mh_;:,u‘mrln
marriages, be granred to the Stare of Urah to be used for educational or char
itable purposes. The memorial pointed out thar the building had stood idle
lor several years ]jtu_dLLsf l'l. C h.IHI.,'rli conditons” i the state and was |.1.I:|||.
needed by the state for educational and charitable purposes.’® Apparently
Congress turned a deaf ear to the prayers of this memonal, for the building
wis sold a few years later.

Sarah Elizabeth Nelson Anderson of Ogden, Utah's ocher woman House
member in the Second Legislature, was described by a writer for the Ogden
Standard as “narurally a strong woman, mentally and physically,” and as
“one of the most prominent and popular women in Ogden city and Weber
county."" A legislative colleague, S. A, Kenner, wrote that she was a staunch
advocate of equality of man and woman. Her political views were not
marked with wavering indecision, he noted, but were thoroughly formed and
remained firm. “Yer she did no: lose her sweet, womanly repose,” he added

perhaps for the benefit of those who felt chat women politicians inevitably

would lose their feminine charm.*
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A Tribune writer took pains to point out that she was "not what might
be termed a clubwoman, her i.gr-f'e Property interests and her home life wich
her children occupying the grearer portion of her time.” The wrirer added
that she took time for reading and study and was “remarkably well posted
on martrers of current interest and public concern

Born in 1853, Sarah married an Ogden physician, Dr Porcer L.
Anderson, at the age of seventeen. He died in 1888, leaving her with five
children, She died on December 22, 1900, Her major contribution to Utah
]HIJJI“ al history was not her legislative record but her part ina lawsuir that
threw Utah's registration |1rrr('¢'-dun'-\' into turmoil briefly in 1895

As has been noted, Utah women were deprived of the franchise in

1887 by the Edmunds-Tucker Act. The Enabling Act passed by Congress in
1894 provided tor the election of delegares tor a constitutional convention
w “all male citizens over the age of cwenty-one years, who have resided in
said Territory tor one year nexec i‘_\:[:_-_r to such election | .'l!'ir_d.l!l:'& to the
convenrion were required o have the same qualihcanions

I'he Enabling Act seemed to make it clear in Section 2 char voting on
the racification or rejection of the new constitution should be confined o
“persons possessing the -_E:|.|Iiﬁca1:iun_\ entitling them to vore for delegares
under this act,” or male voters only, However, the Act stated in Section 4

that the “qualified vorers of said proposed State” should vote in November
for or against the constirution, and women were clearly part of the “qualified
voters” of the new state under cthe new consticution. The act further pl’U\'Edt;i
in Section 19 that officers for a state government might be elecred during
the rarification election, but gave no instructions as to eligible voters_** The
mission, a federally "."‘i_".-‘-i'-j'[fi_‘; board that had condu ted elecrions

Ueah Commn y 4

in Utah since the Edmunds Act

882, wis to maki up the registranion

list for the election of 1895, in which vorers would accept or reject the new
constirution and choose a slate of state officers. The provisions of the Fnabling
ACT $00N Came INTo quescion, for some women were asking to be rt'zt_"l‘_-;:(:[t'd.
and the often-unpopular federal commissioners apparently did not want to
have to interpret the law. They suggested that all female electors be registered
in alphabetical order on separate pages, so as to be readily distinguished.**
The commussion was relieved of its unhappy burden of decision when Sarah
Anderson Appeir d ut the office of D{-}!uu Repister Charles .I-‘..I't't‘ in (_)gdt'ﬂ-n
Second Precinet on .'\'.IIL'_II"\{ 6. Mrs. Anderson asked o be H'_;flklt'!(.‘d. o vooe
both on the ratification of the consrirurion and on the election of a slate of

¥
|

officers for the new stare; Tyree refused to register her on the ground tha

=]

uht_— wis a lemale. The next day, ?‘-fr;_ Anderson went o court L1't"~{.]ﬂ_i_: a wWrit

of mandare to compel Tyree to register her. The battery ol lawyers acning
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on Mrs. Anderson’s behalf—aor perhaps using her as part of a scheme ro
show Democratic symparhy for woman suffrage (as the Republican Ogden
Standard asserred}—included a number of prominent Democrats. Actorneys
bringing the action included both Mormons and non-Mormons, notably
Franklin S. Richards, Samuel R. Thurman, and H. P. Henderson.*

Sarah Anderson won che first round. Judge H. W. Smith of the District
Court in( )ngr_'n ruled thar women were jualified not only to vote for state of-
ficers but on adoption or rejection of the constitution as well, and he ordered
Tyree to register Mrs. Anderson.”” The case was promptly appealed to the
territorial Supreme Court by Tyree's equally prominent attorneys, which in-
cluded Attorney Arthur Brown, later to be a Republican United States senator
trom Urah. Two of the chree justices agreed with Brown that Mrs. Anderson
had not been enfranchised by the Enabling Act. The Mormon member of the
court, Associare Justice William H. King (later a Demaocraric congressman
and senator from Utah) offered a dissenting opinion.®® Urah’s women had
to wait unril after scarehood to vote—although their hopes had been rused
while rthe case was being appealed. During this time the Republicans in their
state convention had nominated a woman to run for state superintendent ol
public instruction in case women should receive the franchise.

Sarah Anderson served as chairman of the House Commitree on Public
Health, which handled a number of imporrant bills. However, she does not
seem to have been active in introducing and getting her own bills passed, She
introduced one bill (H.B. 39) regarding police and fire commissioners char
wis killed by an unfavorable committee report. She also introduced H.B. 26
to provide for reaching the effects of alcohaolic drink and narcotics in schools
A substirure bill with these provisions was incorporated in the state’s revised
starures.”

Dr. Martha Hughes Cannon is the best known and most colorful of
Utah’s women politicians of her era.’’ Born on July 1, 1857, in Llandudno,
Wales, she came to Urah with her parents as a young child. Her facher died
only three days after the family's arrival in Salt Lake Cicy, and her mother
married a widower, James P. Paul. Despite the family’s limited means, she
dreamed of studying to become a physician. To realize this goal she saved as
much as she could from her salary as a school teacher and laver as a typesetrer
tor the Deseret Evening News and the Woman'y Exponent. She had been “called”
by the First Presidency of the L.D.S. Church for the typesetting position and
had learned ro ser Scandinavian type in order to earn higher wages

In 1876 she enrolled in the pre-medical department of the University
of Deseret. Two years later she was blessed and “set apart™ by L.D.S. church

President _[irhn _i'.i}'lﬁr for medical studies ,-\rr.\m:f_' at the Umniversity of




Michigan in the fall of 1878 with slender fimancial resources, she began her
studies, washing dishes and '.'['l.lk:li":_&: beds ar ¢ boarding house o he |K aciray
costs. She graduated with the M. D. degree on her twenty-third birthday,
July 1, 1880, Feeling that training in oratory would enable her to be more
effective as a lecrurer on public healch, she wenr ro Philadelphia and enrolled
in both the University of Pennsylvania and the National School of Elocution
and Oratory. In 1882 she received a Bachelor of Science degree from the
university, the only woman in a class of seventy-five. She also received a
Bachelor of Oratory degree from the school of elocution

After recurning to Utah she buile a private medical practice and served
as resident physician at Deseret Hospital. On October 6, 1884, she became

the tourth wite of Ang

s M. Cannon, a man who was twenty-three years

" ' "3 5 i
her senior and a member of the board of the hospital. Afrer the birch of

her hirst chuld, she lett the state in an effort  permic her husband to avoia

imprisonment by federal authorioies She went to Europe, where she visit
leading hospitals; after recurning to Utah she established the firse eraining
school tor nurses in the state When her second child was born she agam f;‘?L
her medical practice to live in San Francisco, On her return she resumed her
]11'J|_J.I|Lr-\ ~.||{'| 1"1”'“."- in [||l' c“t;l._';lscs. tII. WOImen .l|l|| [ |l||t|r'f.'l1.

Matrie Cannon, as she was usually known, became an ardent Democrat
and also played an active role in the woman suffrage movement, Before her
election to the Senate she was active 1n sulfrage groups in Ltah and ﬁl‘t"kr

ar a national suffrage meeting ar the Columbian Exposition in Chicago in

183, In 1Bo8 she went to Washingron D.C., to speak at a convent

king the filteth anniversary of the Seneca Falls declaration of women's

righrs and appeared before a co
o Five women the vote. (i [I!'}{-Z convenomon I-"I Cannon wrote o her

|, Emmeline B. Wells, char “Ucah received her full share of honor

irena
and recognition, and was acknowledged to be in the vanguard of progress
On every occasion was her rt_-F“Jrf::.'cn[.:Uu_ trested 1n the most courteous and
considerate manner,"* Dr. Cannon’s strong Democratic party loyalties were
evident in the same lecter when she described Presidene William McKanley
as " great man, notwithstanding he is not a Democrat.’

Because of her unique position as a i'-lljnl: ian, state senator, and plLlEti[
wife, Mattie Cannon was the subject of several interviews by writers for
leading publications. She was described by the English socialise, Beatrice
Webb, as a "vivacious frank litcle Senator " Mrs. Webb's appraisal
conoinued

| i-
e SOk

She was such a self-respectful vigouroas pure-minded litt
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sensitive yet unself-conscious, indiscreet yer loyal. She had no
training for the political carcer she had chosen, and | suspect her
!"11('t'i:< \I L.!'Ll'!'\?\'iti!b't' wWas as Iragpmentary as heer ec OnNomacs Asa CItizen
| should doubt her wisdom as a legislator—and asa patient [ certainly
should not trust her skill in diagnosing my case. But as a friend |
should rely on her warm sympathy and freedom from the meaner

maotives of life.*

As usual, Dr. Cannon l.||u|'||1',||,- defended poelygamy 1n the Weblb
interview. She also offered a firm defense of |“||IF.l| marriage when she was
interviewed a few days after her election by a writer for the San Francsco
Exammmer. Dr. Cannon maintained that a plural wife was not as much a slave

as a single woman. She noted that “If her husband has four wives, she has

three weeks of freedom every single month.” She was firm in her defense of

women working and engaging in worthwhile activities ourside of the home

Somehow 1 know that women who stay home all the time have
the most unpleasant homes there are. You give me a woman who
thinks about something besides cook stoves and wash cubs and baby
flannels, and I'll show you, nine times out of ten, a successful mather,

She said she felt women should run for political offices, except perhaps for
such othces as governor—rthey were too "mannish.”

It is unlikely thar Mactie Cannon was ever described as “mannish.” She
was frequently described by her contemporaries as attractive, charming, and

completely feminine. Wich the charm wenrt an independent spirir; she had a

mind ot her own _n":\f interests ol her own to puUrsue 1In h(_‘]’ ir_'_L'i‘,-l.ﬁl\‘. career
Not even the redoubrable Angus M. Cannon could control her vore

When she took her seat in the Senate at the opening of the Second
Legislature on January 11, 1897, it was noted in the Tridune thar she was a
little late arriving, and thar a handsome bougquert of roses adorned her desk. "
Within a month she had introduced thiee bills, including “An Act to Protect
the Healeh of Women and Girl Employees” (5.8, 31), “An Act Providing for
the Compulsory Education of Deaf, Dumb and Blind Children” (S.8. 27)
The first made it mandatory for employers to provide “chairs, stools, or other
contrivances” where women or girls employed as clerks might rest when not
working.*” The second made education of deaf, dumb, or blind children at
the state school mandatory (with certain exceptions)®

The third measure was the one 1n which Dr. Cannon was most vically

involved, since her interest in senitation and public health had provided much
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of the motivation for her entry into politics. The ace became pare of the revised
statutes that were compiled by a special commission and provided the basis
for a sratewide arrack on F‘F[It\lt‘ms 1_'||- sanmitation and Contagious disease.
I'he act escablished a seven-member State Board of Health to stuimulate and
encourage establishment of local boards of health and to carry our a number

of other funcrions « (“-i}.‘;llt't'.l O 1mprove sameary conditions, water '\llr‘pl}',
and disease control, Dr. Cannon was one of the first members appointed by
Governor Wells to the board, all unpaid except the secrerary.

The annual report of the new health board muakes it clear thar Dr.
Cannon and other members had a difficule and fruscrating firse year in 1898
trying to get apathetic local officials to organize boards of health and to ger
public support for enforcement of a law prohibiting school arrendance of
children with contagious diseases.* It was also clear thar more if'_l_'!“].&{]l-lr‘..

with “teeth” for enforcement, was needed. During the second half of her four-

vear Senate term., in the Third Legislature in 1399, Dr. Cannon introduced an
act that contmned much needed rules and regulations in a number nl-i:‘.ublu_
health areas, The ace (5.B. 40) provided for the suppression of nuisances and
contagious diseases, prescribed quarantine rules and regulations, provided for
burial permirts, promoted protection of water supplies, and established rules
for inspection of school buildings and exclusion of persons with contagious
or infectious diseases from schools.®

Anorher measure relating o health introduced by Dr. Cannon in the
Third Legislature (5.8. 1) authorized the erection of a hospital building for
the Urah Seate School for the Deaf and Dumb. A member of the board of the
school until she resigned to serve on a newly creared Stare Board of Health,
Dr. Cannon was a sympathetic sapporter of the school.** Another bill she
introduced in 1899 providing for the teaching in the public schools of the
effects of alcoholic drinks and narcotics (5.8. 37) was passed by the Senate
but defeated in the House. She spent considerable rime studying narconics
problems; perhaps her suggestions for extensive education on drug problems
would meet with a more favorable response today

Matrie Cannon was expecting her third child during the 1899 session,
She was sometimes absent from roll-call votes during che long balloting for
United Statves senator but generally seems to have been present to pursue her
interests and to serve as chairman of che Public Healch Committee

Any fears that women legislators would accepr the dictation of cheir
husbands were unfounded in the case of Mattie Cannon. Her daughter reparts
‘,’h_l.i n 1807 .’1|!IJ.:I|'1 M f_.lT!lIlrn Was Upsct because *-hl' '.‘Iml '-:l[:.'d [-{Tll' '[ht
excommunicared Mormon apostle, Moses T ha:cher, for United Staces senaror

against his wishes and in the face of strong cpposition by Mormon church
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leaders.** His annoyance may have been compounded by the publicity his

wife received when she switched her vote to Thatcher. Duning the first par
of the ]Wnlns‘lgf_—i b.lllm:nlg for senaror by the two houses in joint session,
Martie Cannon appeared to be staying out of the bartle, voting first for Senate
President Aquila Nebeker, and larer for a Democratic attorney, Orlando W,
Powers. On the forcy-third ballot on February 1, she suddenly switched her
vote to Moses Tharcher, explaning that she feared a prolonged deadlock
might mean the encrance of “an inferior dark horse, backed hy |~'.e\-p|,1|1||1'-.|n
influence and gold . . . who might be elected."™ The Trbaene the next day
ran a large fronr-page story with a two-column drawing of Dr. Cannen
"senator Cannon I]fl':rl.lL-t"L{ her vote with an address so eloguent that despire
parhumentary decorum and the nigid rules againse demonstrations she was
cheered and cheered again ac its conclusion,” the Tribwne reported on February
2. She stayed with Thawcher through the hfey-third and final ballot, when
Joseph L. Rawlins was elected by a bare majority of thirty-rwo

Another United Seates senurtor was o be elected in 1-"7;'_.,") LiLll!nlL[ the
I'hird Legislature. Again, according to her daughter, she defied her husband’s
wishes as well as the pleas of her charming and persuasive nephew, Senator
Frank ]. Cannon, Elected as a Republican in 18906, Frank J. Cannon faced an
uphill fighr for re-election in 1899 by an overwhelmingly Democraric state
legislature. Needing every possible vote, he visited his Democratic aune and
asked her to support him. She refused, telling him thar she could not vote for
a Republican since she had been elected on the Democracic ncket. He left Dr
Martie's home by the back door, feeling “quite depressed™ by her refusal ¥

The Senare and House members struggled unsuccessfully through 16.
J i

allots trying to find a candidarz on whom 32 members could agree. Near the
end, Angus M. Cannon’s brother, George Q. Cannon, counselor in the First
Presidency of the Mormon church and father of Frank ], entered the race. He
did not receive Mattie Cannon’s vore, either. She vored from the beginning to
the end of the balloting for the millionaire mining man, Alfred W. McCune,
apparently unimpressed by charges (investigated by a special committee bu
not proved) that he tried to bribe a House member. She proved to be a highly
independent woman in a body full of legislators too independent to reach a
common decision in 1899. The end result of all this independence was that
one of Utah's seats in the United States Senate remained vacant

Marttie Cannon did not run for office after her rerm expired. She
continued to serve on the Starz Board of Health and to practice medicine
During the last years of her life, she lived in Los Angeles, where she worked in
the Graves Clinic. She died 1n Los Angeles July 10, 1932, and was buried in
Salt Lake City. The main funeral speaker was none other than B. H. Roberts,
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who had predicted dire consequences if women were given the vote—o
say nothing of entering office. Both faithful Democrats, Martie Cannon and
Roberts had become good friends over the years since the constiturional
convention

Utah’s first three women legislators did not reform the state over
night; they did not even attempt to do so. They were typical of the earnest
suffragises of their rimes, wicth poelitical aims nor markedly different from
l'hu.";t‘ [F! |]H'il' “I-lll,' LI]'I”i‘HHUCl_\', rr]‘l{_‘}" Sl'l-““-'l,'ll. I\l'l'hilj1h‘ i glll'iltl_‘r concern 1-[_}]‘
women, children, and the physically handicapped. However, they left to the
Populists the introduction of mest of the labor and "progressive” legislation,

apparently having liccle inclinarion to sponsor sweeping reforms.

Dr. Cannon was able, because of her professional training, to help the
state move forward in the area of public health. But even in this area, the
approach was one of “gradualism,” moving ar a moderate rate and seeking
build public support

Except for the memorial asking for the Industrial Home, the chree
women legislators did not sponsor any of the many pieces of legislacion
that sought favors or funds from the federal government. If some of cheir
bills seem trivial—notably the "High Har Law"—a day-by-day reading of
the legislutive journals shows that cheir colleagues also introduced much
legislation that was equally crivial and catered to parochial intereses. In short,
their legislative records need neither a contnved defense nor unwarranced
praise. They were abour the same as those of their fellow legislarors,
'L'E'H}r.]llllll‘.'.: J‘(f"l ||It \'_l:']i'“l;lI][ d[]d tht_' |‘|'|.|r|.{'||, ||1I||l||HP[f.l||l’

Governor Wells was reported by Beatrice Webb to have said rthar the
women in the Senate and House in 1897 had not accomplished anyching
except a law prohibiting large hars at places of amusement. And this law, he
added, had been passed “our of courtesy™ by the men.*® Perhaps he signed it
for the same reason. If the governor ignored the more substantial vicrories of
the women legislators, he inadvertently made a vital point about women in
politics before che rurn of the century—and perhaps roday as well. They were
always reliane upon the “courtesy” of the men. With militant tactics chey
would have accomplished nothing. Witch quier charm and gentle persuasion
they contribured much ro Urah's Second Legislature

Give us the power and we'll dispel,
The reign of tyrants born of hell
From men's unblushing demon deeds,
Her earnest soul for freedom pleads

(Waman's Exponent, 22 [ January 15, 1894]), 81.)
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Epilogue
Woman Suffrage in Utabh (1902)

Heper M. WELLS, GOVERNOR OF UtAH

he lawmakers seem to be afraid of enfranchising women because of the
deteriorating effect which politics might have on womankind. If chis be
true ler the experience of Utah speak. For six years women in this Stace have
had che right to vore and hold office. Have the wheels of progress mtir-]'h,-d 4
]i—l"'.". I--! we have Eu-||r|.1r_-|.t I;'F‘-l'.].’l_L “![|'| seven-league !imh Have [hr: fears
and predictions of the local opponents of woman suffrage been verified? Have
women degenerated into low policicians, neglecting their homes and srifling
the noblest emotions of womanhood? On the contrary women are respected
quite as much as they were before Starehood; loved as mprurously as ever,
and are led to the altar with the same beacihe serains of music and che same
unspeakable joy that invesred ceremonials before their enfrunchisement
I'he plain facts are thar in this Stace the influence of woman in politics
has been distinctly elevating. In the primary, in the convention and ar the
polls her very presence inspires respect for liw and order. Few men are so
base that they will not be gentlemen in che presence of ladies. Experience has
shown that women have voted their intelligent convictions. They understand

the questions at issue and they vote conscientiously and fearlessly. While

First published in Susan B. Anthony and Ida Husted Harper, eds., The History o
Woman Su/frage, vol. 4 (New York: Fowler & Wells, 1002): 1089

J00Q
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we do not claim to have the purest politics in the world in Urah, it will be
readily conceded thar che woman-vote is a terror to evil-doers, and our course
is, therefore, upward and onward

One of the bugaboos of the opposition was thar women would be |
compelled to sit on juries. Nor a single instance of che kind has happened
in the State, for cthe reason that women are never summoned; the law simply

exempts them, but does not exclude them. Another favorite idiocy of the

= 1 . L
anti-suffragises is chac if the women vote they oughr to be compelled to fight., I
In the same manner the law exempts chem from military service. |]

For one 1 am proud of Utah's record in dealing wich her female citizens f

| take the same pride in it that a good husband would who had treated his
wife well, and I look forward with eager hope to the day when woman suffrage

shall become universal



Chronology of Woman Suffrage in Utab

COMPILED BY KATHRYN L. MAacK Ay

1848

In Seneca Falls, New York, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott
OfZANIZE a CONVENTIon to i onsider: “The social, ivil and r='||.'.:|‘Jll§ condition

and rights of woman.” 1oo men and women sign a Declaration of Sentiments

which calls for women to secure the sacred righe to the elecrive franchise.”

1866

Afrer several annual "nights onventions, women help lorm the American

Equal Rights Association, dedicated to human righes, which works for
nassage of the 1 4th Amendment Mo Stare shall abrnidge the

ol Citizens
1868

Congress considers legislation to enfranchise the women of the westem
rerricories. ~Female suffrage maght pe rhaps be tried with novel effect in the

territory of Urah the State of Deseret. There the "betrer halt” of humamity 15

such a strong numerical majority that even if all che other half should vore the
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other way, they would carry the election

UL 1n Castmg

out polygamy and Mormonism in general capital held
of woman suffrage ro make a start, and we presume nobedy would object to

the experiment” (New Yoré Trmes editonial)

18069

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B, Anthony form the National Woman
suffrage Association (NWSA), an all-female organization, advocating a
variety of women's rights reforms. This group fighes for constitutional
recognition of woman suftrage

Lucy Stone and f:L}'L-:‘.’x-:-:'..:.II:IN the American Won ge Associa

tion (AWSA), which includes men in leaders

T COMmMes a place 1or

women wio value the cause of the polyzamy

are not accepted by this group. AWSA o

1SS0 \1-P.’_’I1||!‘,

CUSes On woman im-."r.l..u in the rerrivories and in stare constitutions. (e
Womean's _}.a.uw_'_u' was the F~L||s||- ation of the ANWSA., b'::_'canmn_; in 1917 The
Woman Crtizen.)

William Godbe and other Mormon dissidents initiace the New Mave
MEne, part of which is a Ladies Improvement Society, headed by writer Fanny
Stenhouse. The Society sends Godbe wives o the NWSA to represent Utah

December 10: Wyoming women petition lor the ballot; the Wyoming
territorial legislarure establishes woman suffrage, including the right to hold
e

NWSA e

register and vote, which shifts suffrage focus from benefits thar would

HIrayres women o rest I'I'|| .-‘.rl:[-m':l:un; E‘.!, dttempting to
i ' ]

supposedly accrue from women voting to the legal right of the franchise
1870

January 13: A “great indignation meeting” is held on Temple Square, Salt
Lake City; nearly 6,000 women rally o express opposition to the Cullom
anti-polygamy bill.

February r2: The Urah territonial legisl

That every
woman of the age of rwenty-oae years who has resided in this Territory six
|

months nexr Pft'r_'hfin'_: any general or spe 1l election, born or naturalized
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citizen of the United Stares, shall be entitled to vote at any election in this
lerritony

I'he act enfranchises 17,179 women, many times the number in
W yomang, bl does not allow women ro hold otfice

Febrsiary 1.4 Twenty-Ave Urah women vote

Sarah M. Kimball, an LDS “leading sister,” begins a program of civil
education. Reliel Sociery meetings become classes in government, mock
trials, and symposia on pacliamencary law

Vaegnst 1 Two thousand women enter |:rr|||n.1" |-|.u ¢s through separate
women s entrances and case ctheir votes.

lhe Liberal Party organizes to oppose Mormon Church—-nominated

andidares for elected rerrnitonial offices. The Mormon Church counters by

wganizing the People’s Parry. Women participate in the conventions and
mass rallies held by both parcies

v\_u“:

"
the South; no stare legislature 15 convinced

SO S
N SUITra e -x'.l:'.-.!r!'E:-__'::-w.p::\ e consideranon in most stares ourside

I871

_f.f.rm. Elizaberh (.|||~_.- Stanton and Susan B, Anthony, while touring the
western United States on behalt of woman suffrage, visit Salt Lake City and

meet with New Movement women and LDS women

makes tourth bid tor starehood. Women he Ip select dele gates o a

consticunional convention and vore o ratfy a |-r-|l-1-\c|! state Constirmoon
that contains a woman sulirage clause

ia Paddock, Sarah Ann Cooke, and other Utah women, fearing

Lorne
statehood will serengthen the power of the LD leadership, iniciate a petition
drive against statehood and the proposed state constitucion,

Georgiana Snow and non-Ucahn Phoebe W, Couzins are admitted o
the Urah Bar, (Couzins is active in national suffrage etforrs until 1897, when
she declares herself opposed to suffrage. She explains thac she has come to
realize that women are no better than men in finding cures for the nation’s
many ills. This unmarried career woman urges women to fulhll cheir “narural’
destinies by being good “home-keepers™ and wives

April United States Congress considers Wheeler bill “to promote

i".l:’:"‘ili;Jl rions” in Urah. It inc

Iludes measure to disfranchise Urah women
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June: Woman's Expoment begins publication in Utah to encourage in

women an interest in political issues and to rebur artacks against Mormon

women and polygamy. (Louisa Greene Richards 1s first editor

1877

Emmeline B, Woodword Wells assumes full editorial and publishing re
'H.IHi!l'\.'.lHll[H\. for the Woman's f!__,"'-!;rr.'.‘ (whit t'l conunuaes L'L!'J?H 1914) }!tl:
|1,.||| nge 6 l}.l!'.‘:ti[[t' Cobb Goobe in i jre senong 1-[.11', women -”'l'n' VEAr shi
be omes the hirst E.!'-!.lil‘.Lj_: SISTeT D |!‘r 1= -;J_*..'I.!.'.'.'d ‘E‘-‘k .\T‘\\"""\ as rL'i":'l'\Ulfl'.‘.l.f
Utah women

Woman suftra

e fails by popular voce in the new state of Colorado. Not

unrtil 1893 does a woman suffrage referendum pass there.

An anti-polygamy mass meeting is held in Salr Lake Ciry. The Ladies Anti
Polygamy Society is organized with Sarah Ann Sutton Cooke (who in 1877
had helped found the Ladies Literary Club) as presidenc. In its publication
The Antr-Polygamy Standard, the society maintains that woman suffrage in
Lltah Territory 18 simply a tool | DS Church leaders use to overwhelm the
“gentiles.” The society networks with the Women's Christian Temperance
Union and other “social purity” movements

iced 1n Congress,

A federal woman suttrage amendment is birst incroc

to b rr:lnfu.immi in each successive session Eh[ll'.l:_:
j"i_lj

Utah Mormon women rally to protest pending federal ant-polygamy legis
lation. That same year, delegates sent by the LDS Relief Society (Zina Young
Williams and Emmeline B. Woodword Wells) are officially recognized as
representing Urah women at the NWSA Convention

LIS, Supreme Court upholds the constitutionality of anti-polygamy

legisiation
1882

Congress passcs the Edmunds Act which disfranchises ail E"i‘-E'n EAMOus men

and women
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1880

March: Mormon women conduct additional mass meetings and draw up
a resolution entitled “Appeal for Freedom, Justice and Equal Rights’
Resolved, By the women of Urah in mass meetings assembled, that the
5L]].|.r.l_:_'l ariginally conferred upon us as a p::l:ru.ll |-r|'.'IJ4'.1':e', has become a
vested right by possession and usage for 16 years and that we protest against
being de |1rtw-| ol that right wichout process of law, and for no other reason

than thar we do not vote to suic our pr||ilu';|| ||F~E-n|1r'|||‘~ 4
1887

Congress passes the Edmunds-Tucker bill which disfranchises all women
in Urah Terntory. (Women in Washingron Ternitory also lose, in a court

1 EXETCLS

decssion, the franchise they | ce TRNY.)

1888

Emuly S. Richards proposes to LDS church officials and ro NWSA leaders char
eader Jennie Froiseth

a Utah suffrage association be formed. Anti-polygamist
opposes Emily because she does not chink “woman suffrage is good for Ucah.”
The next year, Richards helps create the Urah Woman Suffrage Association
(UWSA), and she forms nineteen suffrage associations in twenty-seven Urah

counties by 1804
!“;-\._.1

LDS President Woodruft issues a manifesto advising Mormons ro submir t«
the laws of the land, including those outlawing polygamy

At its Washington, D.C., convention the N'WSA merges with the
AWSA to become the Natonal American Woman Suffrage Association
(NAWSA)

Wyoming enters the union with a state constitution that includes

woman sulfbrage
1591
LDS Church dissolves its own polinical party and encourages members to

affiliate with narional polirical parties. Two years later, the opposition Liberal

Party disbands
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lHl’_‘

July: Congress passes the Enabling Act for Utah starehood
Seprember: Urah Rr:}";ll‘-i:-. an and Democratic Parties hold conventions

and both ratify platforms supporting woman suffrage

1805

March 4-May & Utah's state constiturional convention is held, UWSA
presents memorials to the convention summarizing the reasons Urah women
should have political equality with men. Women's political righrs become
the most |l|HrI’!‘,' t'f;-u;;z?u 1ssue of the convenrion ,'\F_].:U!T'.t"]lh against woman
suttrage include concerns that Congress will not as CEPL 3 STale Constiturion

allowing woman suffrage, leas that woman suffrage will only increase the

ol 2l domination of the LDS church, and warnings that suffrage will
lessen women's “domestic virtues

April 18: Delegares vore in favor of ind luding 1n the proposed Utrah
state constitution an article based on the Wyoming constitution: “The righrs
of citizens of che State of Urah to vore and hold office shall not be denied or
abridged on account of sex, Borh male and female citizens of chis Scace shall
equally enjoy all cwvil, political, and religious rights and privileges.”

May 12: Susan B, Anthony und Rev, Anna Howard Shaw visit Utah
to share in the celebrarion of Utah woman suffrage. They hold a NAWSA

meocting

Augusr 6: Sarah E. Nelson Anderson of Ogden tries to register to vori |

anion of the constitution and on the election of a slare of

both on the ratif

ofhcers for the new state. Evenrually che territorial \l:_[‘.z'-u_;'rzl,_ Court rules that |
women have not been enfranchised by the Enabling Acc. Women (Emma
McVicker, Lilie Pardee, Emmeline B, Wells) who had been nominared to ‘
othces wichdraw. |
November 5: More than four fifths of the male vorers vote in favor of the

New State conscirucion,
1896

January q4: President Cleveland signs the act admitting Utah as a starte
November 3: Sarah E. Nelson Anderson (a major property owner in

Ogden) and Eurithe K. LaBarthe (prominent in SLC women's clubs) are

elected to the Urah House of R:;-Il sentatives. Dr. Martha 1—{'_1_!_:i‘:-_-\ Cannon

(SLC physician) is elecred the first woman state senaror.



Chromolory of Woman Suffrave iw Utah
The Idaho enfranchises women through a constitutional

amendment

L8599
Carrie Chapman Cart, chair of the NAWSA, visits Urah to assist in forming a
Utah Council of Women to support the suffrage effores in other scates, Emily

5. Richards is elected president.

1901

alist Party 1s organized natior

in the UWSA, 15 0

when the Progressive and Prohibition I
il party unequivi ully supporting fui
Ltah Socialist srate

national political |

HEAMZIINnE 1c3dcrs

of the
varries endorse suffrage, the Socialis
l voting

nad Deen active

ire 'Eu ”!!!'.
o 142

rights tor women. In every elecrion from 19
and county tickets include women candidates

19711
The National Association Opposed co Woman Suffrage (NAOWS) organizes

out of a number of srate and local anti-suffrage groups. The next year it
Pratest. Articles dending woman %l:ll'ragt in

r["['J_'E'}\ E-lll-llh'\.lﬂjl.l' JIJ'- 1IE sl "

the Wesr apps Laarly

ar regEuis

1914

A federal woman suffrage amendment is agair introduced to Congress.

oIS
The U.S. Semate Committee on Woman Suffrage holds hearings. Alice

Geoarpe, one of the leaders of the NAOWS, testifies chat the western states

that have woman suffrage are influenced by the LDS Church, which uses

WOomen § vOUes 1o augment 11s ]‘tl]H‘--.'.J; ]'\-I‘J-r'l
I'he Utah state

Cart resumes presidency of NAWSA

to get the

hapman
g Plan,” a unified campaign

Winnin;

Carre (

NAOIsSes Ner

amendment passecd
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1910

ch begins using more

Alice Paul creares the National Woman's Party wha

radical ractics, leading to the arrests of hundreds of women picketng the
White House. The Utah chapter of the party protests chese arrests. (h 1923
the NWP will sponsor the introduction in congress of an Equal Rights §
Amendment, The 118, Senate will not pass this amendment uncil ©72; it |‘
will fail racification.) }
|

1917

Utah State Senator Elizabeth A. Pugsley Hayward sponsors a memoral from
l tah ro the [ ':_'.(_-0-_ il

eral su umenlment

ress unging passage of ¢

1919

June: The US. Senare passes 2 woman suffrage amendment. Carrie Clapman
Cartt begins organizing in various suffrage states a new associatior—The

League of Women Vorers
1920

Felwuary T|’1:: N;ll Ilj[I.Il [,1'.1_1!“ ol \'\.'Lrlhl n Vorers 15 ur_;_'.im.u--| ar Chae RO
Susa Young Gares is one of the Utah delegates
Auwpuir: The Ninereenth Amendment s rarihed by Tennesee, the

thirty-sixth and final scare needed. It stace

Unired States to vore shall rot be denied or abnid;

or by any State on account of sex
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6 xercising a right that their peers throughout the United States were
denied, Utah women voted in 1870 elections. At the time, the only other
American women who could vote were in Wyoming territory, and they
had not yet had the chance to go to the polls. The more numerous
women of Utah would lose the vote as a result of subsequent conflicts
between Mormons and the federal government over polygamy. However,
they regained woman suffrage in the 1896 Utah state constitution, after a
hard fought struggle that involved national figures such as Elizabeth
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony and local leaders such as Emmeline
B. Wells and Emily S. Richards. The sixteen essays in Battle for the Ballot
recount the dramatic history of these pacesetting efforts to obrtain for

Utah women the rights to vote and hold public office
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Worth Their Salt: Notable but Often Unnoted Women of Utah
edited by Colleen \\'llillc)‘
Uncommon Common Women: Ordinary Lives of the West

by Anne M. Butler and Ona Siporin

Winter Quarters: The 1846-1848 Life Writings of Mary Haskin Parker Richards
edited by Maurine Carr Ward (Vol. 1 in the series Life Writings of Frontier
Women, edited by Maureen Ursenbach Beecher)
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